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Air Plugs; 3-Day Lull Builds Yen 


Hey, guy! You there! And the¢ 
bunch who are always carping at | 
commercial radio. Well, what about 
it”? What's your verdict on non- | 
commercial radio? What's the coun- | 
try’s verdict? Last week must have | 
given everyone some idea on non- | 
eommercial program schedules as a 
steady diet. What's the answer? 

A tragic event swept every com- | 
mercial program from the American | 
air last week. It was the only thing | 
radio could do. No doubt it was | 
the only thing radio wanted to do. | 
And it did it well. A fine tribute 
to» a great man. Never before in 
25 years of radio had anything like 
it been known. Nor is it likely to 
happen again. 

“For four nights and three days it 
was a solemn radio in this country. 
And now, following the respectful 
pause, begins the analyzing. And 
there will be analysis. 

Let’s not say anything about that } 
efirst night and day after the shock 
of the news, except to report that 
those who made the announcements 
were reluctant to make them, Who 

(Continued on page 15) 


Frisco Confab Shapes Up 
As Radio’s Show; World 
Hookups Rarin’ to Go 


San Francisco, April 17. 
. Boiler-busting tensions mounted 
Yoday (Tues.) in frantic prelude to 
the United Nations Conference on 
Internationa) Organization, opening 
April 25, while outstanding precon- 
elave fact developed.that the confer- 
ence is Overwhelmingly a radio show. 
International radio figures from Brit- 


| 





Suairy “2dstialia "aiid ~Caiiada ae ai 
ready gathering. The networks are 
prepared to concentrate virtually 
every topflight American commer- 
tator in the editorial offices and stu- 
dios installed a few feet from the 
eonference and committee chambers. 
Every phase of the conference will 
be exploited by radio “through fo- 
Tums, news, interviews, analyses by 
celebrities. Microphone bigwigs wil! 
be backstopped by strongly rein- 
forced loca] staffs, plus Library Con- 
gress and OWI radio people. 
OWT's European and Asiatic multi- 
(Continued on page 35) 


Paul Robeson Still 
Allergic to H’wood 


Chicago, April 17. 
Paul Robeson is still allergic to} 
Hollywood. Actor, appearing here 
currently in Theatre Guild produc- 
tion of “Othello,” is said to have re- 
ceived and turned down several of- 
fers while on the Coast recently to 
film the Shakespearean tragedy. 
Actor is still burned over alleged 
mistreatment three years ago in 
Iming of “Tales of Manhattan.” 
when he protested scripting involv- 
ng Negroes and unsuccessfully tried | 
Bei script changed. Is reported 
stating he hopes to make a film of | 
Othello” some time in England. 











fn ise also did the legit version 


See Boom Market For 
FDR ‘Fireside’ Discs 
Washington, April 17. 

There considerable speculation 
here on which company will be first 
on the market with a volume of 
records of Mr. Roosevelt's speeches. 
Several are expected and should go 
well 

The recordings of FDR's radio 
speeches are now part of the na- 
tion’s history. 


ik 


FDR Air Tribute 
Cost $7,000,000 


Cancellation sponsored pro- 
grams by the four major _ net- 
works and independent broadcast- 
ers throughout the nation as the en- 
tire facilities of radio were placed 
at the disposal of the American pub- 
lic for compiete coverage of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s death and to tell 
the fill story of its effect on the en- 
tire world, has translated itself into 
a loss in radio billings in excess of 
$7,000,000. Thats the most conserva- 
tive estimate placed by broadcasters 
on the amount of rebates involved 
in cancelling off commercial pro- 
gramming, with some possibility seen 
that when the final bookkeeping en- 
tries are added up it may approxi- 
mate the $10,000,000 mark. 

Never before in the history of the 





atk 
FOREIGN RENTALS 


By MORI KRUSHEN 
Continuation of high levels in U. S. 
distribution revenues from foreign 





countries (around $170,000,000 annu- | 


ally) and either modification or post- 
ponement of artificial trade restric- 
tions on American films, is predicted 
in U. S. film trade circles as a result 


of vote for the extension of the 
Lend-Lease Act in Washington on 
April 10. 

Virtually obscured by the tragic 
death of President Roosevelt and 
momentous military developments, 


| far-reaching effects on VU. S. trade of 


the extension of Lend-Lease in sup- 
porting price levels and living stand- 
ards abroad overlooked for a 
time 


were 


Noteworthy, also, it was President 
Harry Truman, as vice-president, 
who broke the 39-39 tie vote Mm the 

(Continued on page 14) 


MAJ. BOWES RETIRES 

Maj. Edward Bowes is retiring 
from active participation on his 
Chrysler-sponsored CBS Thursday 
night program as of next week (26) 
but will continue serving as an ad- 
visor on radio matters to the auto- 
mobile concern. 

One of radio’s veteran personali- 
ties, Maj. Bowes will long be remem- 
bered for his Capitol theatre. N. Y., 
“Family” in the early days of broad- 
casting. He achieved his greatest 
fame, however, with his “Amateur 
( Continued on page 50) 





Franklin Delano Roosevelt 


Tyner: or a dancer, Mayris Chaney, would con- 
tribute to the casual entertainment at White 


Every so often arises the captious observation 
that Hollywood, the fourth largest American in- 


dustry, has no friend at court. 


business in general is always the target when 
Washington solons run out of page-one copy. 


With Franklin Delano Roosevelt in the White 
House it was a question whether, or just how 
much, show biz had to worry. There is no ques- 
tion of FDR’s respect and affection for our in- 
And show business’ affection and re- 


dustry. 
gard for Mr. Roosevelt, 


In 


briefly Mr. Roosevelt’s 


people of the stage and screen. 


His mother, 


and Eleanor Roosevelt. 
bank. Eddie Peabody; 





this issue of “Variety” is sketched only 
intimacy with show 
biz. But it’s indelible. Reprised are such high- 
lights as his affection for movies. 
ardent film fan. And an ardent enthusiast for 


Sarah Delano Roosevelt, 
covered” Dean Murphy, who became the White 
House’s favorite impressionist of both Franklin 
A banjoing mounte- 
a pop pianist. Evalyn 


And that show House parties. 


tribute their 


Whether films for propaganda or entertain- 
ment, talent rallies for Bonds, glamour ballyhoo 
for infantile paralysis (March of Dimes:, or the 
dozen and one vital causes which show business 
must always sparkplug, FDR knew their worth. 
And had deep appreciation for them all. 


And don’t overlook what the President meant 
to radio. Or what radio meant to FDR. 


Yes, Franklin D. Roosevelt was a friend in- 
deed of show business, which is stunned and 
bereaved. Along with the rest of the world it 
will hold him in evergreen reverence. Abel. 


He was an 


“dis- 


TANT) EV-EDay In by 


i 
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To Be Ist Victory Loan, Honoring FDR 


| 
' 
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A playwright, Robert E. Sherwood: 
ducer, John Golden; an actor-manager, Eddie 
Dowling: and Hollywood film notables like the | 
Schencks, the Warners, Zanuck, Wanger, Gold- | 
wyn, Capra, Cantor, and others, would con- | 
executive 
widely necessary causes. 





New Jive Song Bally For! 
Bonds ‘10 Yrs. From Now’ | 


| 
A new jive song approach to U. S. | 
War Bonds is “10 Years From Now,” | 
by Mack David, Joan Whitney and 
Alex Kramer, which reverses the 
usual technique of “buy bonds.” This 
song points up the values of cashing | 
in on the War Bond investments a} 
decade hence. 

Ted Gamble of the Treasury Dept. 
will give the song (Feist publica- 
tion) semi-official plugging auspices. 


Curfew, No Racing 
Stand — Truman 


Washington, April 17. 

Bright hopes in show biz aroused 
by repeated reports that the wartime 
midnight curfew would be lifted by 
President Harry S. Truman in the 
near future were dashed today as re- 
sult of the Missourian’s first press 
conference. The Chief Executive 
declared he approved of the curfew, 
as well as the ban on horseracing, 
and would not change either regula- 
tion. 

Questioned as to whether James F. 
Byrnes. instigator of the curfew and 
turf restrictions, would return to of- 
ficial Washington. the President said 
Byrnes was returning to his South 
Carolina home but would always be 
available for counsel and advice. 








a pro- 


influence for more 
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Washington. April 17. 
Death of Franklin D. Roosevelt 
has created a number of problems in 


connection with the 7ih War Loan 
which opens May 10 
The FDR spot on the opening 


broadcasts is expected to be taken 
over by President Truman. Several 
planned radio shows will have to be 
changed. For instance, Truman, as 
Vice President, had been skedded to 


address a bond meeting in Indian- 
apolis May 11. That is now out, of 
course, 

No change is contemplated for 


“Mr. and Mrs. America,” the 16 mm. 
all-industry film made for the bond 
drive, which contains a short mes- 
sage from Mr. Roosevelt. It is be- 
lieved the emotional impact of the 


| late President’s appearance in the 
film will be terrific. 

The FDR talk made for this film 
was the one used April 7 in the 


closed circuit broadcast to war bond 
committees all over the country 
The message, taken directly from 
the sound track, was heard by be-+ 
tween 800,000 and 1,000,000 bond 
(Continued on page 15) 


Irving Berlin Winds Up 
3-Year Hitch in ‘Army,’ 
Nets AER $10,000,000 


By ABEL GREEN 

In March, 1942, Irving Berlin com- 
pleted the final song, “This Is the 
Army, Mr. Jones,” and last March 
24, Somewhere in the Pacific, the 
songwriter wound up three -years 
with the all-soldier show, “This Is 
the Army.” In the interim, “Tita” 
grossed $2,000,000 from its U. S&S 
stece, tour and $7,500 000 from the _ 
Warner Bros.’ filmization. There is 
an additional 300,000 pounds ($1,- 
200,000) due from the British film 
market. In all, the World War II 
counterpart of Berlin’s “Yip Yip 
Yaphank” of World War I will have 
earned between $10-11,000,000 for 
Army Emergency Relief, which gets 
all the proceeds. 
Back from the Pacific. Berlin 
most impressed with two high- 
lights: (1) the terrific job the U. S. 
Army has done since it went into 
show business, and (2) the equally 

(Continued on page 23) 


is 


Critic ‘Reviews’ Broadway 
Legit Show He Never Saw 

Philip Waxman and Joseph Kip- 
ness, who came Broadway 
the flop “Star Spangled Family,” 
last week, have a grievance against 
one New York drama critic. They 
stated he didn’t attend the premiere 
but bylined a notice that was al- 
most verbatim the comment of a 
Boston scribe who reviewed the play 
when it opened in the Hub city, The 
erring reviewer's “erjticism” men- 
tioned interludes that were in the 
first tryout performance, but which 
had been stricken from the acript 
by the time it reached Broa@way, 
He used exact words, and in the 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Show Biz to Remember Roosevelt 


Its Comeba 


As Sparkplug 


ck 


— 





By NAT KAHN 


There must certainly have been 
much | satisfaction for Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt in his knowing} 


that he had led industry out of its 
most chaotic period in history. Per- 
haps at this late date it may seem 
anti-climactic to mention how par- 
ticularly intense was his interest in 





show business. The measures he em- 
ployed to aid it seem unlikely ever | 
to be paralleled 
How fortunate it was for the} 
amusement industry when Mr. | 
Roosevelt took office for the first | 
time 1932. The early ’30s had} 
been a trying period for show busi- 
ness, as vas for all industry. 
Performers did their acts on the! 


curbstone, and then passed the hat. | 
Heywood Broun planned a non-prof- | 
it musical for unemployed perform- 
ers. Vaudeville, which only a few 
short years before had been the! 
greatest single entertainment medium 
for millions of Americans, was on 
the way out. It was the era of the! 
10¢ movie, and everywhere there | 
was talk of cutting down. 

And so in 1932, when the public | 
apathy for high collars | 
and a prosperity long delinquent in | 


showed 


an 


turning a promised corner, Franklin | __ 


Delano Roosevelt came into office. | 
Show business had given him strong 
support. Treasurer of the Democratic 
National Committee was Frank C. | 
Walker, now the postmaster-general | 
but then active in operation of his | 
Comerford circuit of film theatres. | 

FDR on the Radie } 

The new President had caught the | 
public fancy.. The intimacy and} 
warmth of his radio talks were held 
largely responsible for helping radio | 
make its first important inroad on 
the motion picture boxoffice. Dur- 
ing the September and October pre- | 
ceding the election it was estimated | 
that $50,000,000 was lost by film 
theatres when patrons stayed close 
to their radios and listened to cam- 
paign speeches. And when Mr. 
Roosevelt spoke the effect on thea- | 
tres was greatest. 

It was not long after he took office | 
that a little musical comedy juvenile 
went to him and pleaded the cause 
of the vaudeville actors. The Presi- 
dent was thoroughly familiar with 
vaudeville and the theatre, as was 
Woodrow Wilson, for whom he 
served as Assistant Secretary of the 
Navy. He promised Eddie Dowling, 
a jongtime friend, that he would do 
something. Dowling had headed the 
Democratic Committee for Stage and 
and Screen, which did so much to 
win the Broadway and Hollywood 
vote. He did the same in ’36 and 
*40, but was ill during the last 
election and couldn’t do the job. 
Mr. Roosevelt sent for Harry Hop- 
kins, then national director of the 
WPA. The President felt that actors 
and theatre craftsmen were un- 
equipped to dig ditches or do any- 
thing else that would warrant a 
WPA wage. He told Harry Hopkins 
to do something about it. 


In August, 1935, the Federal Thea- 
tre Project was started under the 
national direction of Mrs. Hallie 
Flanagan, head of the experimental 
dxame uarkshoar 7.4...% estece. 
Harry Hopkins and Mrs. Flanagan 
had been college classmates in Iowa. 
and her experience in Europe and 
America, as a student of the drama 
and its experimental phases, was 
wide. Mrs. Roosevelt, long a devotee 
of the theatre, also became inter- 
ested. She consulted with Mrs. 
Flanagan. She became one of the 
prime forces behind the FTP, as- 
suming a direct interest that time 
and duties did not permit the Presi- 
dent. 


A cenA 
hex = 4 


FTP’s 13,006 Employees 

At its peak, in 1936, the FTP em- 
ployed almost 13,000 persons. There's 
no doubt that it gave first oppor- 
tunities to people of the theatre who 
would never have had that chance. 
The list of actors and technicians 
prominent today in Hollywood and 
on Broadway, who got their early 
experience on the FTP, is something 
that would almost require WPB 
permission to publisn, 

When Mr. Roosevelt defeated Alf 
Landon in 1936 for his second term, 
all amusement stocks were on the 
high ascension. It had been some 
years since there were $4.40 and 
$5.50 shows on Broadway, but even 
they were beginning to return. 

The. President made no bones of 
his affection and friendship for the 
amusement industry. Stars of the 


‘Such Things As Dreams’ 
Arnold Moss, playing the Pros- 
pero role in “The Tempest” at 
the Broadway theatre, N. Y., was 
the central figure of an unusual 


tribute to President Roosevelt's 
memory on the night of his 
eath 

As he came to the footlights 
for the final “such things as 
dreams are made on” speech, 
which concludes the Margaret 


Webster and 
players sensed that the occasion 
was to take on a special and dra- 


version, audience 














148th WEEK! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1945” 
E} Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


matic ignificance Halfway ‘If a show can have ‘oomph’ 
abe — en . ru’ rot Delightful entertain- 
through his reading of the lines, insti gor i 'S 
Moss was overcome with emo- 
‘ ; ANN SHERIDAN. 
tion. broke into tears and was 








actually sobbing at the conclu- 
The lights were dimmed 
on the hushed audience and 
when the cast returned for cur- 
tain calls, all on stage were so 
visibly moved that the audience 
also sat in silent tribute for sev- 
eral moments following the final 
curtain. 


sion 








FDR’s Closest Friends 
In Show Biz: Sherwood, 
Golden and Dowling 


John Golden, Eddie Dowling and 
Robert E. Sherwood were closer to 
President and Mrs. Roosevelt than 
anybody else in show _ business. 
Some time ago Golden stressed how 
the President and First Lady were 
the greatest friends of show business 
ever to grace the White House. 


Golden slept in the Executive 
Mansion upon visits to Washington, 
sometimes playing the piano and 
singing his compositions to divert 
the President. The veteran pro- 
ducer recalls that at the age of 10 
the President came from Hyde Park 
to New York to see his first play. 
| It was “The Black Crook.” Golden 
| secsally received a letter from the 
President on the midnight curfew 
| which may be made public before 





}long. He saw Mrs. Roosevelt fre- 
| quently and they often lunched at 
Sardi's. 


Playwright Sherwood was ‘ore of 
the family in the White House since 
the start of the war. He resigned 
from the Office of War Information 
to help write the President's 
speeches for his fourth-term cam- 
paign. The President liked an oc- 
casional old - fashioned cocktail 
which he mixed for himself. Sher- 
wood, who sometimes joined him in 
|a snort, conceded they were “pretty 
| good.” 

Dewling headed the Democratic 
Comsnittee for Stage and Screen dur- 
ing the 1932, 1936 and 1940 cam- 
paigns. His friendship with Mx 
Roosevelt dated back to the Wilson 
Administration, when FDR was As- 
| sistant Seeretary of the Navy. Dowl- 





ling sturned for.Mn Roosevelt when | 


the latter became governor in 1928 
and when he was reelected in °30. 
IlIness forced Dowling to refuse to 
head a similar committee for the last 
election. 


Hoyt’s 140 Aussie Houses 
Observe 1-Min. Silence 


By ERIC GORRICK 
Sydney, April 13. 
News of the death of President 
Roosevelt was received with deep- 
est regret by the Australian motion 





picture industry. Hoyt’s cinema 
chain, under direction of Ernest 
Turnbull, observed one minute’s 
silence in its 140 houses. Hoyt’s 


rushed a special film from its news- 
reel library adding a timely com- 
mentary. Audiences stood in silent 
respect at all sessions. 

Aussie commercial and national 
radio stations aired special programs | 
throughout the day. Every branch | 
of the amusement industry from 
coast-to-coast paid high tribute to a 
great leader. 





No London Shows 


London, April 17. 
At a meeting held Friday (13) by 
American Army authorities, it was 
decided to cancel all Army installa- 
tions and Red Cross club entertain- 





stage and screen were constantly 
visiting the White House. It was a) 


(Continued on page 14) | 


ments, including USO-Camp Shows, 
for the next three days cause of 


Show People Had 


Good Sense—FDR 


Washington, Avril 17. 
Stories of the late President Roose- 


velt’s intimate contact with every 


Con- 
gressman Sol Bloom, one-time Man- 
hattan Hollywood's 
Representative Helen Gahagan ‘(Mrs 
Melvyn) Douglas, former stage star, 
knew the President well, former be- 
ing old political friend and latter an 


phase of show biz are legion. 


showman, and 


intimate of Mrs. Roosevelt. Both, 
saddened by his passing, talked 
about Mr. Roosevelt's penchant for 


stage, screen, radio and other enter- 
tainment . 

“He found not only diversion and 
entertainment in talking with show 
people,” said Rep. Bloom. “He found 
also that they talked a lot of good 
sense. Thats why he loved to have 
them around.” 


(Continued on page 15) 


Teddy Hart Loses In 
Fight to Break Will 


The will of the late lyricist, 
Lorenz Hart, was sustained in New 
York on Thursday (12) when Sur- 
rogate James A. Delehanty granted a 
motion of Arthur J. O'Leary, attor- 
ney, to dismiss objections to the 
probate which were filed by his 
brother, Teddy Hart, the actor. 


The objections were based on the 
usual grounds that the will was not 
the last one made, that it was not 
properly executed and that it was 
not freely and voluntarily made. It 
was offered for probate by William 
H. Kron and Richard Rodgers, for 
years Hart's songwriting associate, 
who were named executors in the 
document, dated June 17, 1943. Hart 
ed Noy... 22, 1942... 


Rem Mem ee Meet 


By the terms of the will. Hart be- 
queathed to his brother $5,000, a life 
estate in 70°, of the residue, and di- 
rected upon his death that his widow, 
Dorothy L. Hart, receive the income 
for life, with the Federation for the 
Support of Jewish Philanthropic So- 
cieties as the ultimate beneficiary of 
the corpus. 


The balance of the residuary estate 
was left in trust for the benefit of 
Kron and upon his death the prin- 
cipal would be shared by his daugh- 
ters, Wini and Lucille Kron. Nine 
other individuals are left cash be- 
quests. 





H’wood Memorial 
Hollywood, April 17. 

Full support of film industry was 
pledged yesterday (16) to Mayor 
Bowron for a combined memorial to 
the work of President Roosevelt, to 
be held in the Hollywood Bowl prob- 
ably April 23. 

Producers’ association gave pledge 
to mayor that servi¢es of stars, di- 
rectors and writers would be at his 
disposal in “dedication to the task 
that lies ahead to achieve world se- 
curity.” Event is occasioned by the 
San Francisco Conference’ which 
opens April 26. 








President Roosevelt's death. 


| MORE FDR—Pages 14, 15 | 








The President had films shown to} 


Of Brother, Lorenz Har | 


The nation’s amusement industry 


shows. 


remained closed all day. 


performance. 


its schedules to pay tribute to Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
weekend as he was laid to rest in Hyde Park, N. Y, 

On Thursday, when he died, most of the nation’s niteries either 

closed down entirely or dropped their entertainment after their dinner 

On Saturday, when services were held in the White Hoy 

many didn’t open at all, while the nation’s theatres, both legit a 

pictures, were closed until past the matinee hour. 


Ringling, Barnum & Bailey cireus at Madison Square Garden joi 
theatres, niteries and restaurants in cancelling Saturday afternoon's 


Wednesday, April 18, 1945 


Amusements Close in FDR’s Honor 


in one form or another disrupted 


over the 


se, 
nd 
Warner theatres 


ned 











Truman on Radio 


President Truman really found 
himself in the “hot seat” for the 
first time since taking office 
when on Monday (16) and Tues- 
day his talks to both houses of 
Congress, the American public 
and troops overseas went out 
over the four networks. For one 
dispute that FDR, Ameri- 
“first President,” is a 
tough man to follow at the mike 

Truman's Hooper rating (32% 
of American homes) added up to 
the third largest daytime audi- 
ence as the nation, unfamiliar 
with the new President's speak- 
ing voice, bent an intent ear 
his radio delivery. 


can't 


’ " 
Cas radio 


on 





Return to Pix; Set To 
P.A. Investment House 


Hollywood, April 17. 

Stephen Early, press secretary to 
President Roosevelt, who several 
months ago announced he was re- 
tiring shortly from his post and 
going into business, will not tie in 
with motion picture business, where 
he came from, in future. 

According to an_ authoritative 
source, Early will align himsel4& with 
Victor Emmanuel & Co. as its public 
relations contact in Washington. 
Emmanuel outfit has varied important 


interests around world including 
Republic Steel, Pan-American and 
American Airlines, and concern also 


underwrote Monogram Films stock 


issue. 


There had been considerable talk 
that Early might join Metro or pos- 
sibly represent film interests via 
Hays office in Washington. Prior to 
taking over his post with President 
Roosevelt, Early had been with 
Paramount Newsreel. 


Hays’ Salute to FDR 
And Pledge to Truman 


Will Hays, speaking for the film 
industry, on the NBC program for 
President Roosevelt last Sunday 
(15), not only paid tribute to the 
late President's greatness but also 





Re reetite.. ce-tiak 2. 1 eer U gee os a greene 
piédged picture DUsinéss support To 


President Truman. His speech, de- 
livered over WEAF. N. Y., follows: 


“Hollywood, and with.it the motion 
picture industry, in every branch 
and activity from coast to coast, 
salutes the memory of President 
Roosevelt—a man great in_ spirit, 
great in mind, and great in heart. 
His sympathy embraced all peoples, 
everywhere, and his purposes en- 
encompassed the welfare of count- 
less generations to come. 


“The industry honors his memory 
by rededicating its all for the win- 
ning of the war and for the crea- 
tion of the institutions of enduring 
peace—ihe purposes closest to his 
heart. 


“And now to President Harry S. 
Truman, carrying forward these 
great tasks, the motion picture in- 
dustry pledges its loyalty and the 
full support of its energies, and, 
in the gallant words of Mrs. Roose- 
velt, says to him, ‘Tell us what we 
can do to help.” 





Helen Hayes’ Next 


Howard Lindsay and _ Russel 
Crouse are hedge-hopping between 
two plays these days. Producers are 
rushing through a play, as yet un- 
titled, for Helen Hayes, play slated 
for fail production. 


Also busy on “Life With Mother,” 





long-awaited sequel to LWF. 


Amns. Biz Leaders Would Continue 
‘March of Dimes’ as FDR Memorial 


+ By ANDREW R. KELLEY 
} 








neem 


Washington, April 17. 


Show business lost a loyal friend 
|when the great heart of Franklin 
| Delano Roosevelt was stilled. But 


|in Washington there is talk of con- 
jtinuing the President's Birthday 
Ball, as a Natiqnal Foundation 
tribute for the cause that was dear- 
;}est to his heart—to kill the dread 
scourge of infantile paralysis. 

The President’s Birthday Ball be- 
}gan in Washington as a purely loeal 
| celebration. This correspondent 
| served as executive assistant to Ray 
| Baker, Director of the Mint. for the 


| first one at the Hotel Shoreham in 

| Washington. But gradually took 
|on national scope, as_ the full dev- 
|astation caused by poliomyelitis 
|spread throughout the country. The 
| National Foundation for Infantile 


| Paralysis took over the celebrations, 
| I can recall the first one at the 
Shoreham. We wanted the late Will 
Rogers to be master of ceremonies, 
| and finally obtained him through the 


| good offices of Vice-President Jack 
;}Garner and the late Senator “Pat” 
| Harrison of Mississippi. There were 
Eddie Cantor, Jack Pearl, Peggy 
Hopkins Joyce—and how the gentle 
Will kidded her about her husbands, 


for he was in top form that night. 

Next year we had Ginger Rogers 
as the sole star. She was thrilled 
when she was called to the executive 
offices, danced for the President and 
Steve Early. Then Hollywood be- 
came interested, great stars of ihe 
sereen world made it an annual af- 
fair. This commentator many 
times at the White House where the 
stars congregated. 

Like many another president, 
Roosevelt liked to be surrounded by 
pretty faces. He told District Com- 
missioner Young in 1941, “surround 
me by pretty girls at tlre luncheon.” 
This admonition was conveyed to 
those who had charge of the seating 
arrangements, and when they sat 
down he was between Lana Turner 
and Maureen O’Hara. 


It was the late Jean Harlow who 
christened the president “One Take 
Mr. President.” Because there were 
no retakes after the newsreels wound 
their film. Miss Harlow was the 1935 
star, with Robert Taylor. Baltimore 
asked to have Taylor loaned to them. 
He went over to the Fifth Regiment 
Armory. There he Jost his watch, 
was mobbed by his ardent admirers, 
escaped stripped to the waist. 


T 


was 





White House Previews 


movie fan. He liked mysteries, al- 
ways kept up with the newsreels. 
His office staff would call up the 
exchanges and, in the projection 
room on the second floor, they would 
run the latest features. When he 
went off on a trip he always saw 
that the cruiser he traveled on was 
supplied with the latest pictures. 
The “Command Performance” 
came into being on Christmas night, 
1933, at the Majestic theatre in New 
York. I remember the “Life W:th 
Father” visit at the White House as 
most enjoyable. I had picked the 
show in Baltimore, before it went 
to New York, and it gave Crouse- 
Lindsay confidence that they had & 
hit. The late Alison Smith «Mrs. Rus- 
sel Crouse) was at the head table with 
the President, Howard Lindsay and 
Dorothy Stickney. The President 
was gay and voluble that night, gave 
his pattern for an ideal newspaper, 
as far as editoria] news matter and 
editorials were concerned. At 8 
nearby table, this commentator was 
mightily interested, wanted to know 
the President Roosevelt idea of how 
to run a daily journal. I could catch 
a word now and then. I asked Miss 
Smith what the President had seid, 
but she told me later in the Blue 


(Continued on page 14) 
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PREEMS IN STIX AHEAD OF KEY 
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PROD. SHORTAGE Metro Plans to Release Only Two 
FORCES CHANCES Features Monthly During Summer 


¢ Confronted with mounting techni- 














" Strangulation By Celluloid 


The motion picture industry is being slowly but surely stran- 
gled by ever-increasing pressures from non-theatrical sources for 
the limited raw film supply. The situation is further compli- 
cated by the confusion in War Production Board allocation 
methods. 





a ed 








I, gS 


ed 





ee om 





a 


2 ee Pee 


How long before the squeeze in raw film supplies overtakes the 


exhibitor? Particularly the 


exhibitor? 


subsequent-run independent 


Never since Pearl Harbor has there been heard so much unfa- 
yorable criticism of the WPB’s handling of the raw film preblem 


And some trade leaders cannot refrain from pointing 
when Harold Hopper was in charge of film allocations 
situation to contend with 
canatinued to flow smoothly, even if not as plentifully, 


a far more critical war 


picture business. 


out that 
there was 
Yet supplies 
to the 


Most of the major distributors have been obliged to postpone 
release of from two to four features as a result of the raw film 


shortage. 


Many independent producers with completed negatives 
don’t know when they will get raw stock allotments. 


And many 


independent producers have postponed production because they 


don't 


the independent exhibitor 


know how they stand with the WPB for 


All this is bound to affect the exhibitor adversely 
soonel 


raw film allocations. 
particularly 


or later. There may not be 


sufficient films released to provide an adequate flow of product to 


the nation’s screens. 


The answer lies in the establishment of priority for the film 
I : 


second only 
agencies 


industry 
miscellaneous, 


a Government official not so 


to the Army 
continue 

‘ ahead of thc film industry the squeeze is likely to continue 
long ago blithely 


and Navy. 
to command 


As long as other, 
raw film priority 
And 
assured film 


industry representatives that they would not get more film even 


after V-E Day. 


So much for the domestic and strictly commercial aspects. But 
what of the American screen's leadership abroad? 


High-ranking Government officials have long since recognized 


that trade follows the film. 


The 


paramount importance of 


bringing the American way of life to the liberated and reawak- 


ening nations of the world 


has 


been widely heralded and 


acclaimed within and outside Government circles. 
It has been generally acknowledged that the American film— 


the commercial-entertainment film 


can do the best job. Yet, 


paradoxically, at a time when intensified nationalistic interests 
abroad plan on limiting U. S. film distribution in the foreign field, 
there is a marked tendency to disregard the forceful value of the 
American film as a national ambassador of goodwill. 


The slow strangulation of one of the most articulate imple- 
ments in international Telations continues. 


Studios Warn Employees to Stay On 
Job Until Official Flash on V-E Day 


In anticipation of the momentary? 
in | 


German collapse, major studios 
Hollywood are warning studio oer 
ployees to remain at their jobs u 

dismissed by a proper a Here 
Studios will receive the official flash 
from the offices of the Association of 


Motion Picture Producers in Holly- | 


wood. - 


War Activities Committee in N. Y. 
has received report on the uniform 
policy which was worked out last 
autumn for observance of V-Day. 
Further precautions are now being 


taker to insure against false reports | 


“aia” contusion “wnmén Way 


from premature celebrations. 
Producers have announced that 
“because of the nature of the fighi- 


 Tesuit 


ing now going on in Europe and the | 


likelihood that there will be no for- 
mal armistice, it has been 
that V-Day and V-Hour must be de- 
termined by a confirmed official 
statement that organized resistance 
by Germany has ceased.” 

if V-Hour occurs before 12 o'clock 
noon on any weekday the. studios 
will close for the balance of that 
day. 
Monday through Friday the studios 
will close for the remainder of the 
day and all the following day. 
Should the official announcement be 


received on Sunday the studios will | 


remain closed the following day. 
V-Hour occurs Saturday. work will 
be resumed as usual the following 

Onday, 

Central Casting expects to close 
Promptly when the news is received. 
Filling of studio calls for extras will 

halted until the scheduled re- 
Opening day when, at 5 a.m.. an aug- 


mented staff will resume filling the 
Calls. 


Metro's 


V-E Day film, starring 
‘ ee O'Brien, is titled “Victory 
n Europe.” Picture, now in all M-G 


anges and in safes of Loew thea- 
e offices, is a reminder that the 


a War is still on and designed 
Eu, thanksgiving for the victory in 


rope. 


| tomorrow (18) to direct 





“iin “is 
| ations are 


decided | 


If it occurs after 12 noon from | 


If | 





DUVIVIER’S LONDON 


AND PARIS PIX PLANS 


Hollywood, April 17. 
Julien Duvivier leaves for London 
“Lucky Dun- 
das” for Alexander Korda. Vivien 
Leigh will star for Korda’s British 
Metro firm. Duvivier then heads for 


with French and English versions. 
Understood financing for latter 
wiscady secured ana -negot 
already under way with 
several American releasing firms for 
distribution in this country. Edward 


if deal goes through 


Sig Schlager and Backer 
Setting Next Indie Prod. 


Del Webb. Phoenix, Ariz., contrac- 
tor. and one of the owners with Dan 
Topping and Larry MacPhail of the 
NN. Y. Yankees, is now a major finan- 
cial backer of Sig Schlager, who last 


| season produced the picture “Knick- 


erbocker Holiday,” released through 


United Artists. 


Both men were in N. Y. for the 
past couple of weeks and shoved 
loff vesterday (Tues.) for the Coast, 


where Schlager will decide which of 


Schlager and Harry Joe Brown, who 
will direct, haven't decided on which 


this method of meeting the problem 
| is unsatisfactory 
| are deprived of the 


Rank to Dominate 





; Rank. 
| Paris to produce and direct a film | 


| Odeon. 


Chi Variety Club’s 


G. Robinson probably will be starred | 





With 


increasing number of subse- 

quent-run theatres throughout the 
country complaining thev may be 
forced to shutter because of short- 
age of product in competitive situa- 
110.18 najor oistribution execs are 
confronted with a new problem. This 
takes the form of a large increase in 
umber of pict being preemed in 
smaller cities and towns ahead of 
key citv openings 

As result of the smaller number 
of pictures being released this year. 
combined with long runs in key 
cities (raw film shortage is a con- 
trinuting factor also) major distribs | 
find they must supply features in 
subsequent situations ahead of the| 
keys In many cases 

In non-competitive situations ex- 
ibs cal shop around fo product 
fron listrib vith vhom they have 
not previously done business. Where 
there is a competitive situation, how- 
ever, with all product signed by op- 
position houses theatre operators | 
have been looking to their regula 
sources of supply to alleviate the} 
shortage 

Distribs, for the most part. have 
been making film available in such | 
cases to prevent temporary closings. | 
It is admitted, from accounts, that | 


because features 
exploitation 
(Continued on page 12) 
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World Film Mart | 


Say Brit. Prods. : 


Hollywood, April 17. 


Thinking only in terms of global 


operations, J. Arthur Rank plans to} 
dominate the world film market in} 
the name of Britain. That’s what | 
British producers Emeric Pressbur- | 


| ger and Michael Powell stated here. | 
| Englishmen, who produced “Colonel | 
| Blimp.” are in this country to get | 
either a Hollywood name star or un- 
known to portray role of WAC in| 
their next film, “A Matter of Life 
and Death.” Pair also want Holly- 
wood male for featured role in film. 
Powell and Pressburger, who are 
indie producers under corporate 
name of The Archers, get their fi- 
nancial backing from General Cin- 
ema Finance, which is owned by 


revealed 
Gaumont 


Thev Rank. through 


and affiliates, now 
(Continued on page 20) 


Show This Year to Be 
A Memorial to ‘Hal’ 


Chicago, April 17. 
This vear’s Chicago Variety Club 
benefit will be a memorial to the late 


and | | 


| (Incidentally 


| Walker's 





/Sult 





Hal Halperin of “Variety.” Per cus- 
tom, La Rabida Sanitarium, in Jack- 
son Park. is the beneficiary of the 
show's proceeds, and the Hal Hal- 
perin Memorial will take the shape 
of a completely equipped room in 
his name 

An idea of the response may be | 
gauged from the $22.000 already in. |} 
without a ticket sold, as against last | 
years gross of $13.000. Donations | 


| four properties he will film first. He | trom film companies and local show- 
has a five-picture deal with UA,/ men, such as John Balaban, Eddie | 
over a two-year period, but may be | Silverman, et al.. are expected to 
stymied in making four pictures this | swell the Memorial to Hal to well 
year because of shortage. over the $50.000 mark | 
Report that “O’Brien’s Navy” will} Show is scheduled for May 6 at the 
be filmed by him is premature. since | Civic Opera House 


H. M. ie? in N. Y. 


will roll first. That's the purpose of 

his return to the Coast. Producer also H. M. Warner due in New York 
revealed that Producers Corp. of |from Coast Saturday (21) in con- 
America. which made “Holiday.” has | nection “Springfield Plan” short. 
been disbanded, and all his future | Producer is intensely absorbed in i 


productions will be made under his | 


jown name, 


Alm’s racial improvement plan back- | 
ground. 


| coverage of V-E Day 
; if it comes 


| cipal 
| laid 


Keenan Wynn Illness 
To Halt Film a Month 


Hol Vwooda April L7 

Keenan Wynn, home from the hos- 
pita wil] require two more months 
of onvalescence before returning to 
his role ir Early to Wed" at Metro 

Eddie Buzzell, director, has washed 
up all possible dialog sequences 
without Wynn. and is now working 
on the elaborate “Fiesta” number, 
which will take three weeks. Then 
|} shooting stops until Wynn is ready 
to work. His jaw, triply fractured 
in a motorcycle crash, will remain 
wired for another month 


Better Outlook 
On Big 5 Decree 


Speculating on rumors of an 


pending change in the U. S. Attor- 
Bob 


itti- 


ney General post, with Hanne- 


gan among those mentioned as a suc- , 


Biddle, film 
inclined 


cessor to Francis indus- 


ry execs are to angle the 


outcome of divorcement proceedings 
against the Big Five more favorably) 
Hannegan is more 


for Frank C 


Postmaster-General post.) 


strongly mentioned 


Film trade reps, considering the 
middle-of-the-road policy which ap- 
| pears likely to be adopted by the 
preteenkgeme towards private in- 
| dus try generally, believe there may 


be a stronger possibility of reaching 
with the Department 
the Consent Decree 
of working out a com- 
promise on the pending anti-trust 
has never been completely 
abandoned. It is pointed out, also, 
that if the court action is continued 
it will be a long time before a de- 
cision can be reached. Voluminous 
interrogations alone, it is estimated, 
may take a year or two. 


Parsee cage 
Justice 
"Possibiti V 


on 


PLAN SPECIAL 6-REELER 


AS TRIBUTE TO FDR 


Washington, April 17. 

One of the things under 
eration as a film industry tribute to 
President Roosevelt is the release 
through OWI-WAC channels of the 
last of the Frank Capra Army orien- 


consid- 


tation series, 
ica.” 

Pic, a six-reeler, is actually: only 
part one, part two not having been 
completed. It traces eventa leading 
up to the sneak attack on Pear! 
Harbor with numerous shots of FDR 
at important moments in the nation’s 
history. Included are clips of Roose- 
velt signing the first Lend-Lease bill, 
scrapping the neutrality bill, meet- 
INS With the SPs Patek cca ire 
upon Congress for a formal declara- 
tion of war at the historic joint ses- 
sion. 

If arrangements are made for thea- 
trical release, Army will provide the 
footage for the prints. Whether or 
not the pic is shown theatrically. it 
will be used by the Treasury as a 
16mm. subject for the 7th War Loan 


NEWSREELS’ V-E PLANS 
Five newsreels 
perfected plans 


companies have 


for comprehensive 
but are expect 
colorful material only 
a weekday. Besides 
library shots. with closeups of prin- 
Allied leaders. reels 
out assignments that include 
catching scenes in Wall Street, Times 


ing the most 
on 


the have 


lo , ‘ 
| Square and in the leading broadcast- 


ing stations and newspaper wire 
rooms 

Estimated that. given a break on 
the time of day. the newsreels will | 
have their V-E Day specials in 


Broadway theatres the same day that | 


the news is announced 


“War Comes to Amer- | 


il INDEX 


Cai 


difficulties such as delays ina 
laboratories and the raw film short- 
ize. Metro is currently planning to 
elease only two features monthly 
uring the summer of 1945 
William F. Rodgers. Metro v.p 
and general sdles manage has been 
iddling with field and home office 
execs in New York this week > 
ip tribution plans in line with 
current developments 
While trying to help keep open as 


nany film-shortage theatres as pos- 
sible, hands of Metro distributioa 
execs are tied, from accounts, be- 
cause releases are limited by the 
manpower-materiel pinch. 

Three features are scheduled for 
May release, but plan discussed 

ong Metro sales heads is to re- 

ise only two features jn June, July 
; ..ugust 

Among those who have been hud- 
dling with Rodgers are John J. Ma- 
ioney, central sales manager: John 
FE. Fiynn,. western sales manager; 
Ted O'Shea, eastern sales manager; 
FE. W. Aaron, circuit sales head; H 
M. Richey, exhibitor relations head; 


Alan F. Cummings, in charge of cir- 
cuit operations, and E. M. Saunders, 
assistant general sales manage! 

Sales policies and releasing pos- 
sibilities are being mapped for such 
Metro top-budgeters “Anchors 
Aweigh” (Technicolor), “Hold High 
the Torch” (Tech), “Ziegfeld Follies” 
‘Tech), “Thrill of a Romance” (Tech), 
“Valley of Decision.” “Weekend at 
the Waldorf.” “Her Highness and the 
Bellboy,” “Son of Lassie” (Tech) 
and others. 

From accounts, negatives which 
have not yet been printed up include 
“Anchors,” “Ziegfeld.” “Decision,” 

Waldorf,” “Weekend.” ‘Torch,” 
‘Highness and the Bellboy.” Techni- 
printing on “Thrill of a Ro- 
reportedly started April 15. 


WALL STREET BOOM CUES 
CONFIDENCE IN TRUMAN 


Resumption of stock market trad- 
ing Monday (16) for the first time 
since Franklin D, Roosevelt's fu- 
neral saw shares reaching the high- 
est level in seven years, with big 
pickup in volume interpreted as 
indicating confidence in President 
Harry S. Truman. N. Y. Stock Ex- 
change halted for two minutes for 


(Continued on page 46) 
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In cooperation with the War Finance Committee 
of the United States Treasury Department 





War Loan 


Hats Off... 


TO 3,327 GREAT SHOWMEN! 


E of your War Activities Commit- 


Ww 


every one of you who did such outstanding 





tee would like personally to thank 


work in the Sixth War Loan Fan Maga- 
_ zine Contest. We realize the time and effort 
you put in on your campaigns. Y our entries 
showed that! Yet time and the start of the 
even bigger Seventh deprive us of that 


By ON Ne ohh 


pleasure. 
But we can tell you this. 


Not only is the Treasury Department 


highly grateful for your effort. Not only 


do they look again to you for leadership in 
helping make the Seventh War Loan an even 
mightier triumph. But... and this is some- 


thing we know you'll be truly proud of . + 


The motion picture industry's cam paign 
for the Seventh War Loan ill econ pletely 


and precisely patterned on your expert 


showmanship in the Sixth! 


In other words, the Seventh War Loan 


will be 


THE SHOWMEN’S SEVENTH! 


A real theatre man’s campaign! 
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~ Church Papers Cheesecake Blast 


A blast at the recent trend by Hollywood to emphasize “the body” of 
femme stars was laid down by the powerful Michigan Catholic here. 
Archdiocesan newspaper, with an extensive circulation throughout the 
base its attack on the fact that the cross, a major Christian 
is being used in a decorative sense rather than in its religious 


state 
symbol, 
significance 


| 


Detroit, April 17. 


Pointing out that the pix trade had been using a large number of 


pictures lately 


along this line, the Michigan 


Catholic commented, 


“These beauties have a cross on a neck chain and a very scanty bath- 


ing suit 


.. The cross is no substitute for clothing.” 


It went on to add 


that a symbol of one significance to a large part of the public was 
highly inappropriate when used casually in advertising slanted with a 


different emphasis. 








WPB Polling Studios on Plan to End 


Gov't Film Rationing; No Big Slash 


Washington, April 17. 


+ 


First responses received here from | 
producers indicate that the industry | 


will not support the proposed plan 


to end WPB allocation of raw stock | 


WPB 
the studios to see if they want 
ive the scheme, suggested at recent 
Ciddies here, a chance. 


to each producer is polling 


Feeling in some segments of the 
industry appears to be that if the 
bars do down, there will be a scram- 


ble in which the 
get squeezed by the more powerful 
studios. The idea is to have WPB 


| 


to | 


little fellows will | 


allot an overall chunk of stock to the | 


industry and then have the raw 
stock manufacturers and producers 
divide it 

Published stories that Hollywood 
was due another terrific 
stock slash in the third quarter, be- 
cause of increased Army demands 
for X-ray film, are grossly exag- 
gerated and may be entirely phoney 
when the final results are in, accord- 
ing to informed sources. 


The only unquestioned fact is that 
the Army is asking sharp increases 
in its X-ray quotas for the quarter 
beginning July 1. Huddles on this 
matter are going on this week be- 
tween WPB and Army officials, with 
the final determination of what the 
War Dept. will really need probably 
still some time in the future. 


Fact is that the operation of pro- 
ducing X-ray stock is considerably 
diferent from the manufacture of 
85 mm. footage. To increase the 
X-ray output for the Army, the raw 
stock manufacturers will turn to 
several other sources 
consider 35 mm. 


for 





UA’s Raw Film Setup 
Hollywood, April 17. 


Far] Dennison, is temporarily as- 
signed to Hollywood where he will 


act as clearing head for ellocation of 


nim to UA producers. 

Dennison, who is expected to re- 
main here until raw stock situation 
relaxes, will also concentrate on 
Prints to go overseas. 

Production 
Shoulder,” 
Charles R. Rogers, has 
to late July. 

In 


Rogers has closed all but his press 


of “Ange> on My 


before they | Hartford and the Cocoanut 


} 


} 


| 


raw | 





Arsenic and Old Lass 


Hollywood, April 17 


One of Metro’s most expensive pic- | 


this will be “Lucrezia 
Borgia.” tale of the medieval mickey 
mixer, to be filmed in Technicolor. 

Pasternak will produce and 
Henry Koster direct, starting in fall. 


KILL EXTENSION N. Y. 
PLACES OF ASSEMBLY 


Albany, 


tures year 


Joe 


April 17 


York City, 


sembly, 


Public As- 
include cir- 
and county 
the statute 
regulation 


of places of 
which does not 
carnivals, state 
will remain 
and will govern 
and supervision by 
Dept.. for at least another year. This 
result of the surprise defeat ol 


CUSES, 
fairs, on 


books 


is a 
the 


Washburn bill. A much broader defi- 


inition of “places of public assembly.” 


| 





slated for late May by | 
been set back | 


addition to the postponement, | 


and accounting departments, as re- | 


Sult of raw-film conditions. 


19 OR 20 PIX ALL WB 
RELEASING THIS YR. 


Based on tentative plans, it now 
appears that Warner Bros. will come 
Under the wire this season (1944-45), 
ending Aug. 31, with a minimum of 
‘19 Pictures and a maximum of 20. 





Forme: figure is the most likely, 
<0 indications, and sets a new all- | 
ime low in deliveries by this com- | 
Pany Z 

While WB spotted two pictures for | 


release this montt 

Pilot” “ 

Midnight” (April 28), only one will 
available in May. This will be 
mae in the Desert,” which Ben 
aimenson, Warner general sales 


; “God Is My Co-| 
‘April 7) and “Horn Blows at | 


had been written by an ad- 
committee to Industriaf Com- 


which 
visory 


missioner Edward Corsi engaged for | 


months in a program to modernize 
the 20-year-old standard building 
code. was incorporated in the 
measure. 

In the two bills introduced, places 


of public assembly were defined as | 


any type of theatre, including motion 
picture houses and any building or 
enclosure where more than 100 per- 
sons could assemble for purposes of 


amusement, recreation, dining, | 
drinking, etc. 
The Ringling circus tragedy in 


Grove 
blaze in Boston were the immediate 
causes for formation of the com- 
mittee. 


; | sen: . ilbiz © Cond t his 
United Artists foreign print chief, | Senator William F. Condon got hi 


bill through the Upper House after 
amending it to exclude “a’ church, 
synagogue, school or college.” 


Hartman Winds Pact 


With Goldwyn; to B’way 


Hollywood, April 17. 
Don Hartman wound up his writ- 


ing contract with Samuel Goldwyn | 
| and shoved off for New York to au- |} 


thor and produce a stage musical, 


starring Danny Kaye. 
Before Hartman 


leaving. com- 


pleted the screenplay for “The Kid | 


from Brooklyn.’ to be filmed by 
Goldwyn as Kaye's next. starrer. 
Following his picture chore, Kaye 


will do the stage piece 


Hicks Doing Fairly Well 


John W. Hicks, Jt 
ternational president 
doing as well as could be expected 
yesterday (Tues.) afternoon follow- 
ing an operation at the Memorial 
Hospital, N. Y., earlier in 
Hicks was under treatment about six 
months ago. and finally went to Palm 
Springs to recuperate eal lv this vear. 


Paramount In- 
was 


The veteran head of Par’s foreign 
sales apparently was in poor health 
since his illness last year. 


Janet Wood at Col. 


Janet Wood moves over from 


Manager, last week set for May 19.| Metro to Columbia next week to 


Exc 
through April 
nly 15 features 


/ 


lusive of this picture, Warners | become eastern story editor. 
will have eee Miss 
Ol 


Wood has been assistant to 


in Clark, Metro’s story editor. 


—_—-— 


| dustry— 


I ers 
e >. 
The present defini ion outside Ne W | 


the State Labor | 


Department-sponsored Condon- | 


reported | 


the day. | 


a 


BUT NO COMPLETE 


~ NATIONALIZATION 


French 
on a 


Government may embark 
trust-busting campaign to 
break up the pre-war circuit domi- 
nation of the entire French film in- 
exhibition, distribution and 
production — according to French 
film reps in the U. S. 

Along with report of the much- 
discussed trust- busting rampage. 
which is regarded as a strong possi- 
bility. there has also been talk of 
French government plans to nation- 
alize the French film industry. 

Nationalization of the French 
cinema, though largely discounted 
by government reps, has for a time 
been a live issue. Question raised 
was whether the government could 
take over the screen without curb- 
individual effort and freedom of 
creative expression. Majority re- 
| sponse appeared to be in opposition 
} to nationalization. 
| 


ing 


Nationalization, from all 
appears likely to be limited 
heavy production rather than 
industries, although, even as 
the film nationalization possibility is 
being pooh-poohed, there is a pow- 
| erful movement afoot to nationalize 


‘the French banking system. 


indica- 
| tions, 
to 


service 


Plans to reduce the pre-war pow- 
ier of the French motion picture the- 
atre circuits, however, are regarded 
as a strong possibility in many quar- 
Opinion expressed by official 
semi-official French sources 
the theatre circuits in France 

(Continued on page 12) 


and 
that 


is 


Leserman States Raw 
Film Shortage Holds 


Film raw stock shortage is holding 
up the release of several United 
Artists pictures, Carl Leserman, 
|UA sales manager, revealed yester- 
|day ‘Tues.). Enough prints for dis- 
| tribution are being made by UA as 
the negatives of the various produc- 
| tions made by the company’s inde- 
pendent producers arrive in N. Y. 
|No particular producer is getting 
, preference, according to Leserman. 

On his recent trip to the Coast, 
the UA sales chief noticed that the 
trend in production is toward mil- 
lion dollar pictures, and not in the 
‘cutting down of production costs, 
| he said. David O. Selznick’s “Duel 
|in the Sun,” being made in color, 
| will cost approximately $3,000,000 
| when finished and will be his great- 
est picture, Leserman stated. How- 
jard Hughes’ “The Outlaw,” has fi- 
| nally 


~ Cant 
| aA wey. 


UA has 13 pictures awaiting re- 
Selz- 
follows 
Man” 


1 releass 2ste,-be -2de dd... 


| lease, Leserman pointed out. 
nick’s “Spellbound,” which 
Samuel Goldwyn’s “Wonder 





| 
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UST FILM TRUS! 





Hollywood Strike in Its 6th Week 
But 29 Pix Now in Production 





No Gov't Action 


Washington, April 
Maurice Benjamin, here as 
MPPDA observer in connection 
with the studio strike in Holly- 
wood, believes no Government 
action will be taken in the case 
before the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board holds its hearing on 
April 26 
Couple of weeks back Holly- 
wood felt the Army or some 
other Government agency might 
step into the situation, with the 
possibility that Uncle Sam might 
take over the studios. This feel- 
ing is apparently gone now. Tiff 


17 





Up Indie Pix Release! 


received a Hays office seal | 
and will be distributed by UA with | 


is going 


nels 


through routine chan- 
and there seems not 
slightest indication that 
NLRB would ask President Tru- 
to step in 


Selznick, Small 
Move to CSU Lots 


Hollywood, April 17. 

David O. Selznick and Edward 
| Small are moving their two produc- 
tions. “Duel in the Sun” and “Re- 
turn of Monte Cristo,” from strike- 
bound RKO-Pathe studio in Culver 
City to Califernia and PRC lots to 
keep filming operations moving. 

Latter lots inked to abide by WLB 
rulings on current walkout, so were 
greenlighted by Herbert Sorrell, 
CSU prexy. Selznick proceeded at 
RKO-Pathe after location work in 


here 


the 


man 








pared sets held up. He goes into 
California Studios today (17). 

Small’s script for “Monte Cristo” 
was ready for shooting about start- 
ing time of strike and he has coasted 
until he could get under way. He 
plans to start filming at PRC around 
May 15 

Meanwhile Hunt Stromberg, who 
was forced off California lot due to 
production delays, has since returned 
to General Service, where he will 
put “Young Widow” into production 
"with Jane Russell in lead role. Ida 
Lupino objected to script so Miss 
Russell. who was on loanout from 
Howard Hughes for topper in “Dis- 
honored Lady,’ was switched to Lu- 
pino part. Stromberg now seeking 


Start in May. 


LOOK BOOK LAUDS 
H’WOOD WAR EFFOR 





|gotten out a significant and, at the 
same time, entertaining book, “Movie 
Lot to Beachhead” (Doubleday- 
Doran: $3.50), subcaptioned “The 


| into the Astor, N. Y., on June 1, with | Motion Picture Goes to War and Pre- 


Autumn in Your Hand’), 


the last two weeks ‘n May. 


POLITICAL FOUNDATION 


Los Angeles, April 17 
Birth of the DeMille Political 
Freedom Foundation was announced 
ij here by Frank P. Doherty, attorney, 


as an aftermath of Cecil B. DeMille’s | 


SET UP BY DE MILLE 


“The Southerner” (formerly “Hold | Pares for the Future.” 
and the | 
Bing Crosby production, “The Great | preface, “There was a day when it 
John L.,” set to open out of N. Y. | was considered smart to be cynical 


As Robert St. John states in his 


|about Hollywood. That was before the 
iwar.” Then follows a_ well-edited 





This is a condensation of a 
book review from its next issue 
Saturday Review of 
Literature asked the editor of 
“Variety” write for that 


which 


to 
publication 


» Hollywood, April 


Arizona so long as previously pre-| 


another “Lady,” which he wants to 


The oditoxnsof. Tagk ¢-s- GAzins hevve_ 


17. 


Going into the sixth week of the 


studio strike, film producers state that 


25 pictures were in work on nine 


major lots and four more got under 


way Monday (16), to be followed by 
Studio 


production 


four additional pix late 


executives stated was 
aided by 952; 


of employees 


of normal complement 
in all classifications, 
with 1,114 replacements, slightly 
more than one-third of numbel 
claimed to have gone on strike six 
weeks ago. However, Dick Walsh, 
IA prexy. issued a call yesterday 
(15), asking for studio strikers to re- 
turn to work under IATSE banner. 
He claimed that charters have 
been issued by IA to Painters & Car- 





penters and that one will be issued 
shortly to Machinists. His announce- 
ment declared no _ initiation fee 
would be charged and that first 
quarterly "dues would become pay- 
able May 1. He insisted strike lead- 
ers had failed to carry out their 








| promises and said this was the only 
}opportunity under which the men 
| would be able to get their jobs back 
j at studios. 

Meanwhile, Herbert Sorrell 
Conference of Studio Union:. was 
conferring with representatives of 
David O. Selznick on inking of con- 
tract recognizing the WLB arbiter’s 
award on Set Decorators. Selznick 
representatives were given a written 
agreement with understanding an 
| answer would be forthcoming today 
| (17) or tomorrow. Agreement would 
allow “Duel in the Sun” to be re- 
sumed an indie lot and for pref- 
erence to be given SPU members 
in employment of extras. 
|} Only 


=» the 








flareup came 
| were thrown through couple of 
windshields and several fist fights 
occurred as pickets at Universal at- 
tempted to persuade men to cross 
picket lines. Lines themselves were 
trebled at some studios following 
| layoff of pickets during the studio 
| Shutdown Thursday and Saturday in 
respect to memory of President 
Roosevelt. Support for strikers came 
from Painters, Decorators & Paper- 
hangers of America, the Carpenters 
and Screen Cartoonists Guild of 
New York, who all sent messages to 
strikers assembled at mass meeting 
in a memorial to Roosevelt. Studio 
carpenters are now in picket lines 
at least three days weekly, while 
carpenters outside of studios were 
told by International prexy, William 
Hutcheson, not to cross the studio 
picket lines. Painters International 
prexy. L. P. Lindelof, also wired he 
was giving full cooperation of union 
|; at ail times, and that his men were 


| 100° behind the strike. 
| 


when rocks 





“COAST SMPE SKipS 


TELEVISION LECTURES 


Two angles of television will be 
| highlighted in technical papers to be 
|} introduced at the semi-annual tech- 
'nical conference of the Society of 
| Motion Picture Engineers in Holly- 
| wood, May 14-18. Klaus Landsberg, 
|television director for W6XYZ., run 
|by a Paramount subsid in Holly- 
| wood, will outline how film produc- 
jtion and tele broadcasting can aid 
|}each other. speaking from actual ex- 
| perience in operating this station al- 
|most in the middle of a motion pic- 
}ture studio. 
| Ralph B. Austrian. RKO Television 
Corp. v.p., will give facts and figures 
lillustrating how film techniques are 
| better suited than live talent for a 
majority of pro- 
} grams. 


television studio 
Advances in wartime military and 
|naval use of motion pictures also 
| will be outlined at confab. Among 
|} other papers will be those by J. R. 
Alburger, F. L. Hopper and R. C. 


suspension from the American Fed- | soxt and pictorial exposition of Hol- 
eration of Radio Artists for his re- lywood’s contribution to the war ef- 
| fusal to pay & $1 levy alin recent | fort Not the least of it 1s the final | 
| election campaign. ichapter treaffig with the role of the | 
W. J. Bassett, spokesman for the! movies in the postwar world. 
Los Angeles Central Labor Council, | In a kalidoscopic, yet meaty, re- 
ae . pir age Agccr i re view, the job Holly wood has done is 
bill.” paraded. First came “prologue to 


‘Rhapsody’. in June - 


| biog of George Gershwin, goes into | 


'the Hollywood, WB's 
showcase, jn June. 

been 
time 


Twenty minutes have 
chopped from film’s running 


jsince last fall when first run off. 


“Rhapsody in Blue,” Warner's film | Sons,” 





war” «“Confessions of a Nazi Spy,” 


i“Blockade.” “Judgment Day,” “The 
Mortal Storm.” “Escape.” “Four 
“The Great Dictator”), when 


Hollywood was accused of warmon- 


Broadway | gering instead of the great patriotic 


job the movie biz was 
awaken a western world. 


doing to 


| Thereafter the Axis on the march 


(Continued on page 45) 


| Moody, all of Western Electric; and 
|Barton H. Thompson, of Paramount 
|engineering department, who will 
'tell of flame-retarding materials 
needed for motion pictures. 


Jed Harris’ July Pic 
Jed Harris reports to International 


Pictures in July to direct one film. 
It's for Nunnally Johnson. 
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WWebster Says: 
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overpowering 
of all enemies’’ 


PS 


No one compares with the American Showman for _ 
delivering slogans that “Sock and Sell.” He uses lan- 
guage that is clear and direct and carries tremendous 
popular appeal. That is why, since this is Total War 
and America has one enemy... whether he fights in 
Europe or Asia...the Nation’s Showmen have adopted 
the ringing slogan that will best urge the movie-going 
public to buy more bonds than ever before in the 
Mighty Seventh War Loan. 


HELP SPEED TOTAL VICTORY! 


OM. DW se wage, 





WAR ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE + MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY 
«1901 Broadway, New York 18, N. Y. 
In cooperation with the War Finance Committee of the United States Treasury Department 
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Par’s 22 in Preparation for 1945-46 
Exceeds the 19 Pix So Far Released 





The number of Paramount pic- # 


tures that are being prepared for 
production, totaling 22, exceeds the 
19 that have been released so fal 
this season (1944-45), while at pres- 
ent the company has reached a new 
high in the number of features that 
are completed but yet to be released. 


Finished product includes Par’s fifth | 


block this season, embracing fout 


pictures. 
Preparing 
Par plant are 13 pictures to 


for production at the 


made by Pai itself: five which Hal 
Wallis Productions will turn out 
and four to be done by 


DeSylva. 


Due to its heavy producing sc ned- | 


ule Par is said to be considerably 


overboard on its use of raw stock. 





FRENCH ARMY NEWSREEL 
TO 60 INTO U. S. POOL 


French Army newsreel, produced 
in magazine saomat is to be 
available to the | S. newsreel pool 
on the same basis (nominal charge) 
as U.S. or British Government films 
Gilbert Comte, distribution chief in 
the U. S. for the French Army Cine- 
matographic Service, who arrived 
New York last week to step up dis- 
tribution of French Army subjects, 
is being aided by March of Time in 


made 


presenting footage to the American , 


newsreel pool. 

Comte. who was*previously in Al- 
giers in the French government film 
division and represented M.O.T. in 
France before the war, said that all 
American newsreels will 
the green light 
of their own units in France as soon 
as conditions are stabilized. (Indi- 
vidual U. S. newsreel operation in 
France was recently terminated fol- 
lowing the agreement reached for 
an all-French reel). March of Time. 


which is classified as a monthly 
newsfilm magazine rather than a/§| 


newsreel, has retained the right of 
publication in France at any time. 
Comte explained that French Ar- 
my films are produced in magazine 
format running about 1,000 feet per 
edition. In some issues only one sub- 
ject is treated while in others two 
or three developments are handled 
within the one-reel running time. 
(French newsreels continue in a sep- 
arate category under the French 
Ministry of Information.) Any part 
or all of any French Army reel sub- 
mitted can be taken by any of the 
members of the U. S. newsreel pool. 


Distribution of French Army reels | 


in the U. S. has hitherto been con- 
fined chiefly to non-theatrical ex- 
hibition through the France Forever 
movement headed by Richard de 
Rochement. De Rochement states 


that there has been a marked im- | 


provement in French Army films re- 
_cently and that much of the footage 
“is suitable for inclusion in n March of 
Time as well as other U. S. reels. 


Harry Thomas Succeeds 
Kulick as PRC Sales V.-P. 


Harry H. Thomas, for several years 
eastern sales manager for Monogram, 
yesterday (Tuesday) was named v-p 
in charge of distribution and gen- 
eral-sales manager of PRC Pictures. 


~a~ He-sueceeds Bert Kulick. who only 


last week sold his N. Y. PRC fran- 


chise to the company, as sales man- | 


ager. 


Kulick recently was honorably 
discharged from the Navy. and ex- 
pects to take a vacation before an- 
houncing new plans. Thomas, who 
18 @ veteran in both exhibition and 


cer ntion, takes over next Monday 
) 


Frances Kulick, manager of the 
Company's N. Y. exchange. has also 
resigned, with no successor chosen 


She took over when her brother. 


Lawrence. entered the armed forces 
three years ago. 





WB | BUYS HOSS YARN 
Hollywood, April 17. 
 Motee breeding in Montana is 
ramatized in “Stallion Road,” pur- 
poe in the galley proofs by 
arners from the novel written by 
Stephen Longstreet. 


i Studio has assigned Alex Gott- 
leb to produce the tale, which wii! 
Published in book form earl: 


NEXt month by Random House. 


likely get | 
to resume operation | 


Pat Kirkwood Exchanged 


Hollywood, April 17. 





First American chore for Pat Kirk- | 


wood, British film star, 
change agreement between Metro's 
London and Culver City studios, will 
| be top femme role in “No Leave, No 
Love,” to be produced by 





don for 


“The Brighton Bells.’ 


° WB Expands Field | 
Exploiteers to 20 


Recognizing the need lex 
extensive exploitation in 
assure maximum patronage = and 
| playing time, Warner’ Bros. has 
brought its field merchandising force 
20 with several additions and 
probably will put on some others 

This is double the number of ex- 
ploiteers which Warners had’ a year 
During, the past week Mort 
Blumenstock® eastern publicity-ad- 
vertising manager, took on three new 
and effected transfers for 
others, ra E. Epstein, formerly han- 
dling exploitation in the metropoli- 
tan N. Y. area for the Warner cir- 
|cuit and independent accounts, who 
has in the service for a year, 
| will act as assistant to Allan Kohan, 
who is shifting from Seattle to take 
, care of the Cincinnati-Cleveland- 
| Indianapolis territories. Other addi- 
tions are Ed Benjamin, former N. Y. 
newspaperman and publicist, recent- 
ly discharged from military service, 
who becomes field rep for the De- 
ltroit area, and J. D. Woodard, long 
| with Lucas & Jenkins in Georgia, 
who will handle Atlanta, New Or- 
and Charlotte branch zones. 
Transfer set last week was Richard 
| Stephens, now in charge of Cincin- 
| nati, who takes over the Buffalo ter- 
ritory April 39. In addition to the 
out-of-town appointments, 
stock recently brought Dan 
into the h.o. as assistant to 
Brumberg. head of the field staff. 


| nak 

Following the Culver City job. 
, Miss Kirkwood will return to Lon- 
| 

] 


more 
order to 


— 


up to 


| ago. 


} 
men 


been 


leans 


Karsch 


Supplementing other reasons, the 
Warner exploitation force is being 
| expanded because it has beMme evi- 
|; dent that exhibitors are now more 
showmanship-conscious than ever 
| before and, not being exploiteers 
themselves, are asking for more help 
lin putting over pictures. A@so, cur- 


necessitated greater use of 
exploitation, chiefly tieups with war 
plants, commercial firms, stores, etc., 
| where cooperation is getting more 
generous all the time. 

Building up the Warner exploita- 
tion force is in line with the long- 
| advocated policy of Charles Einfeld, 

v.p. in charge of publicitv-advertis- 


jing. ‘Calling tor 

public relations representatives not 
only for WB but for the industry in 
|} general whenever the opportunity 
| arises. Einfeld’s theory is that any- 
thing helping the industry will re- 
dound to the benefit of WB as well 
‘U FLACK CONVERTS CHI 
April 17. 
Maria Montez on 
Sun last week for 
pieces of luggage 
during wartime may have seemed, 
offhand, like a lost cause for Ms 
Montez, but Ben Katz. Universal ex- 
change flack here, capitalized on it 
in a big way by grabbing off ad 


Chicago, 

That blast at 
p. 1 of the Chi 
traveling with 21 


space at the bottom of each of the 
| eight front page columns in one eai- 
tion of the Sun Thursday (12) 


stressing star’s “impetuosity.’ 


i Plugs at $5 a half-inch. were for 


“Sudan.” which opened at the RKO 
| Palace the same day, and Ws the 
| first time the sheet has ever let 


them all go to one client at one 


shot 


O'BRIEN TO BE ‘DUFFY’ 
Holly wood, April 17. 
Pat O'Brien to star in 
Presents.” story by 
recently purchased 


RKO inked 
“Mike Duffy 
Nathaniel Curtis. 
by the studio. 

Tale of a modern Phineas T. Bar- 
ili be screenplayed by the au- 
; thor of the original 


niin \ 


“WB tiéld men to be’ 


SUN BLAST INTO B.0. BID 


under the ex- | 


Joe Paster- | 


| 


Blumen- | 


Bill . 


tailment of newspaper ad space has , 
other | 
forms of advertising, promotion and | 


- 


Tears Sans Sobs 
Hollywood, April 17. 

Hardened flacks in Metro's 
publicity mill suddenly wept, 
and it wasn't because of the 
emoting of any of the actors. A 
studio cop accidentally dropped 
a tear bomb. 








fartuprtehin,g SOG 


Dimout Cues Big 
Electric Saving 
For Allin Future :: 


Chicago, Apri! 17 


One of the most interesting side- 
lights on the dimout here is that 
exhibs have learned those vertical | 


signs advertising the names of their | 
theatres aren’t nearly as important | 
for attracting trade as they used to| 
think they were. Balaban & 





Biz Too Good So Fewer Exhib Beefs; 
Probably All Squawks Total Only 2506 





+ With the number of exhibitor 

‘ ) . ° complaints to homeoffices having 
Lady Becomes Linguist lessened very appreciably, exchanges 
Hoilywood, April 17. throughout the country have be- 


Documentary Oscar winner, “Fight- 
ing Lady,” produced by 20th-Fox in 
association with the Navy, will be 
dubbed in half a dozen languages. to 


|let the world know about the prow- 


} 
| 


Katz | 


have removed the verticles from two | 


of their Loop firstruns, State-Lake 


and United Artists, and the side-sign ! 


on Warners’ Stratford came down 
even before the dimout—six months 
to be exact—to cue the trend. 

Dimout has. proved that. once 
vou're established, it’s silly to burn 
all those lights, according to Charles 
H. Ryan, WB's assistant zone man- 
ager. “Trend is more and more away 
from verticals, initial costs of which 
run anywhere from $4,000 for small- 
er neighborhood houses to $10,000 or 
more for the Loop firstruns,” Ryan 
said, “to canopies only. 
initial layout, exhibitors are finding, 
especially during these days of man- 
power shortages, that it’s becoming 
increasingly difficult to have the 
signs painted once a year—and that’s 
on top of that monthly layout of 
$100, or more in many cases, for 
maintenance, including bulbs. juice, 
etc. 


ago, 


will show exhibitors 
they don’t need _ verticals.” 
continued, “unless they’re used on 
a new theatre that needs to be es- 
tablished. But even then I would 
debate the subject, because a new 
house is pretty well lit up by its 
marquee anyway.” 

Check of nabe houses reveals that 
grosses slipped plenty during the 


“Dimout 


ess of out fighting ships. 

into the 
the Fre:ich 
supervision of Louis 
producer. 


Boyer checked 
studio to do narration for 
under 
> Rochemont 


Charles 


“sion 





} 


th-Fox Pays. Off 


On 30th Anni Bally 


The week ended last Saturday 
(14), which marked the conclusion 
of a 17-week sales drive calling 
for salary bonuses and also the sec- 
ond week of 20th-Fox's 30th anni- 
versary celebration, was the biggest 
in bookings that the company has | 
ever had. Shipments in short sub- | 


jects alone during the past week were 
greater than for all of the prior four 
months, while for the month of April 


; it is expected that more shorts will 


: “y's 
Besides the | country $ 


be played than for 
nine months, 


Since April 1 


all the previous 


over 90% of the 
more than 16,000 theatres 
have already played or are commit- 
ted to play at least one 20th subject 


j during the month, whether feature, 


| bearing 
| day on 


{yan | 


short or newsreel issue. So far the 


N. Y., Albany, Buffalo, Boston and 
New Haven branches are 100%. The 
N. Y. exchange, headed by Ray 
Moon, will not only have something 


the 20th label at least one 
the screen of all the 1,200 
theatres served out of N. Y., but of 
this number 415 are using something 
from 20th every day during this 
month. Even all the foreign-lan- 
guage theatres in N. Y. City have 


; come through as a tribute to 20th’s 


30 years in business 
In the 17-week selling drive, end- 


| ed Saturday (14) as many as 26 ex- 


first weeks of the dimout, with many | 
customers passing up houses because | 
they thought they were closed. How- | 


ever, things are looking up now that 


moviegoers are in the groove—and | 


the payoff, according to ops, 
95% of them haven’t even 
the signs are down! 


Cagney’s Frisco Preem 


noticed 





is that | 


Sans Any UN Ballyhoo 


' the only branch among others to fin- 


United 
week in 


Regardless of denials, 
Artists, as reported last 
“Variety,” 
ence to the United Nations Security 
Conference in the advertising and 
exploitation campaign for “Blood On 
the Sun,” which preems in San 
Francisco. week of May 2. The 
course, will be neid as 
scheduled under spon- 
the San Francisco Press| 


preem, of 
previously 
sorship of 
Club. 

In advising “Variety” of this deci- 
sion Barry Buchanan, advertising- 
publicity chief for UA, stated that 
“everything possible is being done 


plans to eliminate refer- | 


| 
| 


to eliminate tieups relating to the! 


Conference in deference to the deci- 
sion of the industry rs a whole. Un- 


‘Blood On the. Sw. 
Francisco Press Club was om long 
béfore Secretary of State Stettinius 
expressed his wishes to the indus- 
try, certain minor phases of the 
campaign cannot be undone at this 
Both United Artists and Cag 
ney Productions plan to 
with the industry to the fullest ex- 
tent in meeting the wishes of the 
State Dept. regarding motion picture 
publicity during the Conference.” 
Publicity on the preem 
to the Conference. it 
phasized. At a meeting of industry 
advertising-publicity heads under 
the auspices of the Hays office April 
9 it was decided that all major com- 
panies would not capitalize on the | 
U. N. confab by linking films to the 
event, in advertising or 


BIRINSKI’S PIX CHORES 
Hollywood, April 17. 


stage. 


will not 


refei was em- 


Leo Birinski is in from New York. | 8¢ts the gun Thursday (19). 

He will do some screen writing. Picture has a heavy cast, topped | are * 
also finish a couple of plays while by Betty Hutton and Barry Fitz- | 
here over the summer. } gerald, 


! 


} 


Hon J 
Metorsaek ittee Sati” yee 


cooperate | 


publicity. | 


| LaCrosse, Wis.., 


changes 
them, 
three 


exceeded quotas set for 
which means the equivalent of 
weeks’ salary for all of the 
personnel in these branches from por- 
ters up. The order in which these 
branches finished were Seattle, Port- 
land, Los Angeles, N. Y. 
St. Johns, Salt Lake City, Denver, 
San Francisco, St. Louis, Milwaukee, 
Winnipeg, Boston, Philadelphia, 
Kansas City, Omaha, Pittsburgh, In- 
dianapolis, Toronto, Calgary, Mon- 
treal, Des Moines, Memphis, Buffalo, 
Cincinnati, and Albany. Chicago was 


ish for two weeks’ salary, based 
upon business done, while Vancou- 
ver came in for one week's extra 
pay. 

Nine branches running out of the 
money were Washington, Cleveland, 
Atlanta, Detroit, Oklahoma City, 
Minneapolis, New Orleans, Dallas 
éna COMFIONE. . 


TED BOLNICK BECOMES 
BERGER’S GEN’L MGR. 


Minneapoiis, April 17. 
Ted Bolnick, former city manager 
for the Eddie Ruben circuit at 
and one-time booker 
for Paramount in this territory, who 


SRY DVR VE mere NS 


——— ee 


= 


come more liberal in settling differ- 
ences. It’s estimated in distributor 
circles that if all squawks made were 
to be settled they wouldn’t involve 
more than $250,000 in money for the 
past vear, 


e 


Gited are the low number of 


clearance complaints made and the 
fact that cases taken to arbitration 
have been gradually diminishing 
Since the average exhibitor is mak- 
ing more money than he ever did 
before, he appears to be less con- 
cerned about clearance setups, Jjt’s 
| Pointed out. Even where the exhib 
| gets film late he’s generally making 
out well. The yowlimg that exists, 
according to sales observers, does 


not come from 
and, as a result of fewer squawks, 
much of the steam has been taken 
out of exhib organizations. 
One usually gets a vacant 
from the average exhib now 
asked about the decree. 
talking about that, they 
ly more concerned 
situation, picture shortages, man- 
power problems and the like. 
An impression gathered in 
tacting many exhibitors, it was 
added, is that a great number of 
them feel that. they should be getting 


the rank and file 


stare 
if he’s 
Instead of 
are pres¢ 
with 


nt- 


rawstock 


con- 


a larger share of the gross. Many 
are anxious to lay aside more than 
they now can as protection against 


any postwar depression. Distribs on 
the other hand feel that they are 
entitled to as much of the exhibition 
dollar as they're now receiving. 


Anti-Nazi Pix OK 
In Argentina Now 


Montevideo, April 17. 

Alfred Bolognesi, director general 
of the Argentine government's the- 
atre and film board, announced in 
an interview in Buenos Aires last 
week that “The Hitler Gang” and 
other similar anti-Nazi pictures 
would be exhibited in Argentina. He 
Said that the new policy, a direct 
Switch from previous official atti- 


YY New Maven. | tude there, would extend to all pre- 


viously banned pictures, such as 
“The Dictator,” “Confessions of a 
Nazi Spy.” “For Whom the Bell 
Tolls” and “Mission to Moscow.” 
Thus far, there has been no relax- 
ation of censorship of newsreels, ac- 
cording to word here. Bolognesi’s 
policy is that newsreels must not 
contain shots showing the war in a 
too harsh light, which might alarm 
peace-loving Argentinos. This means 
the virtual butchering of American 
newsreels since those today are more 
than 85% war footage. 
Reaction in U. S. 


‘Dw We be er eee: 
CA itttomaet tami irtar feet writ retie Cerere 


lifting the ban on anti-Nazi pictures 
has been received from Buenos Aires 
by U. S. film companies in N. Y., re- 
cent requests from Argentina on 
| these films indicate the productions 
; will be in general circulation down 
there soon. For example, Paramount 
only has had word that additional 
prints and supplies on “Hitler Gang” 
are needed. Warners recently was 
informed that censor officials wanted 


heen on the. Coast recently, has! to take another look at Be 
bought an interest im rea mg ia ee ee } 
| Berger independent theatre chain, Hence, Par soon inelleves both 
one of the largest in the territory. | “Gang” and “Bell Tolls,” which pre- 


He will become its general manager 
in charge of all operations. 
Bolnick replaces Gilbert Nathon- 


son who, in turn. replaced Merle 
Potter when the latter went into the 
armed services. Nathonson resigned 


in order to devote more time to his 
theatre interests. He owns and 
operates houses in Detroit Lakes and 
Cloquet, Minn., in partnership with 
Bill Elson who also has the Palace 
in downtown Minneapolis. Potter 
was long a film editor and critic be- 
fore he took the Berger post. 


owl 


‘STORK CLUB’ GETS DATE 
Hollywood, April 17. 
After weeks of delay, due to dif- 
ficulti ies tn arranging elaborate sets, 
“The Stork Club,” B. G. DeSylva’s | 


| first indie production for Paramount, | on 


viously were barred from 
exhibition, will be 
there shortly 
pected on 

“Mission to 
told recently 
ready on 


Argentine 
out on release 
Same treatment is ex- 
WB's “Nazi Spy” and 
Moscow.” Metro was 
that an okay would be 
“Song of Russia.” RKO’s 
“Hitiers Chnitiaren” ama “Master 
Race” also would be okay for Ar- 
gentina under interpretation of new 
official attitude in that country. 


Wallis East to Huddle 
Par on His Next 2 Pix 


Hollywood, April 17. 

Hal Wallis leaves Saturday (21) 
for New York to confer with Charles 
Reagan, Paramount sales manager, 
release of two more of Wallis’ 
indie productions on that lot. Films 
‘Love Letters” and “You Came 
Along.” 

Wallis will be done about a month. 
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Pvt. Pix Industry Pronto in Europe 
- Excepting Germany, Says Bob Riskin 


Private interests may soon have? 


control again of the film industries 
in most of the European countries 
except Germany. Robert Riskin, 
overseas film bureau head for OWI, 
indicated that fact last week upon 


his return to New York from the} 


Coast. 

American distribs who used to do 
business in Italy have been offered 
the chance to resume routing their 
own pix in that country, Riskin said 
The same is true of Bulgaria and 
Greece 
ready in private hands. 

As far as Germany is concerned, 
however. no definite policy has been 
worked out yet, Riskin declared. So 
far, in portions of Germany occupied 


longest, like the Aachen area, the 


Phychological Warfare Board (PWB) | 
“hard | 


has been operating along 
peace” principles, filmwise. No pic- 
tures at all are shown the German 
population. It is doubtful, in Ris- 
kin’s opinion, whether any films will 
be shown the Germans in the near 
future, except reels of decidedly 
non-entertainment value, but useful 
That policy, how- 
from region to re- 
gion inside Germany, depending 
upon the psychological factors as 
analyzed by the PWB there. 

Riskin announced that Billy Wild- 
er, Paramount director, is leaving 
for Germany to work for PWB. 
Wilder may work not only in pix, 
but en general entertainment and 
concert assignments, as well, except 
radio. 

While in N. Y., Riskin said he in- 
tends to discuss with film company 
chiefs here his proposal that the in- 
dustry set up its own subsidized 
firm to make and distribute 16-mm. 
cultural films postwar. These films 
would be for the export market only. 
The OWI exec had announced the 


as propaganda 


ever, may vary 


plan in Hollywood, where he esti- | 


mated that an initial investment of 
$1,000,000 would be needed for the 
venture. However, he declared, since 


first broaching the plan he had come | 


to the conclusion that $500,000 would 
be enough to start the postwar cul- 
tural-film project. 

Plans Bracketted 
Hollywood, April 1%. 
of Billy Wilder on 
Government mission to Germany 
caused his co-producer, Charles 
Brackett. to drop plans, temporarily. 
for the production of “The Count of 
Luxembourg” and “Olympia,” which 
they were to have made together. 

Currently Brackett is collaborating 
with Jacques Thery on the screen- 
play of “To Each His Own,” which 
will probably be his next producer 
chore. 


Joey Faye to Team With 
Sinatra for USO Tour 


Hollywood, April 17. 


Departure 








, | Red 
‘he French industry is al- | Theatres 
ceeding the 
| $139,875. 





"45 R.C. DRIVE IN NEW 
HIGH; GRACIE’S FILM 


Denver, April 17. 

Charles P. Skouras on Saturday 
(14) telegraphed to N. Peter Rath- 
von, president of RKO, national 
chairman of Red Cross drive, motion 
picture industry, that the 
Cross collections of National 
amounted to $584,375, ex- 


overall | 





In Nineteen Fiftyfive 
ki By George 8S. Kaufman 


The bonds that you purchase today, 
tra la, 
Tomorrow may keep you alive, 
For a little dollar you pay, tra 
a 





In one little decade away, tra la, 
Can easily help you survive. 
So linger around while we set up a 


cheer 

For the glorious, happy, incredible 
year, 

That giddy and gay. almost edible 
year, 


OF NINETEEN FIFTYFIVE! 





1944 collections by 
Established a new all-time 
high, as 
$445,500 
$269,462 

National 
owned 


and 1943 amounted to 


Theatres is a 
subsidiary of 20th 


wholly- 
Century- 


| Fox. 





| 
| 
| 
} 


| 
} 


| 





Frank Sinatra will start tour of | 


European war zones next month un- | 


der USO-Camp Shows auspices, Joey 
Faye. comic. and one singer will ac- 
company the Voice on the trip. 

Sinatra will leave his radio show 
One week early and will return after 
13 weeks. He will pass most of. lay- 
of period entertaining ‘abroad at 
front and‘in hospitals. 





Arthur Mayer to Europe 
On Red Cross Mission 


Arthur L. Mayer, operator of the 
Rialto, N. Y.. who has been very 
active in war work since Pearl Har- 
bor, has been appointed assistant to 
Basil O'Connor, national chairman 
of the American Red Cross, and. in 
his new capacity, will shortly leave 
to cover the European war theatres 
to help formulate plans for addi- 
tional R. C. Services for armed 
forces after V-E Day. 

Mayer, who was in the Pacific as 
deputy commissioner of the Red 
Cross. returned to N. Y. a couple 
months ago to work on this year’s 

C. campaign. Before taking up 
the Pacific assignment, Mayer was 
active as treasurer and assistant co- 
ordinator of War Activities Com- 
mittee and film consultant to the 
Secretary of War. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Irving Berlin 
Herm: n Citron. 
Mervyn LeRoy. 
Chucho Martine 
Irving Rapper 
Harry Romm 
James and Bianca Stroock. 





Northwest Hits New High Too 
Minneapolis, April 17. 
Theatre Red Cross collections for 
this territory in the recent drive set 
an all-time high. With 110 theatres 
still left to report, the aggregate sum 
from 703 reporting theatres is $142,- 
403, compared to the previous high 
$131,000, last year’s complete total, 
John J. Friedl, chairman of the War 
Activities committee, has announced, 
The number of participating thea- 
tres, 813 out of 825, also broke the 
previous record, comparing with 743 
last year. 
Gracie Fields’ Red Cress Film 
Gracie Fields will make a film 
short in Hollywood soon for the Aus- 
tralian Red Cross, for 


gust drive. Short will be made gratis 
by Fox-Movietone. 
Marjorie Lawrence made 
short last year, which was shown in 
every town and village in Australia 
in ‘one week, to great success. Hence, 
repetition of stunt, this time with 
Miss Fields 


GI iaheairy Show To 


Spark 7th War Loan Drive 


“Here’s Your Infantry,” a one-hour 


&/ GI action show, staffed entirely by | ty.” 


overseas combat vets, will be used as 
main feature of 7th War Loan drive 
by U. S. Treasury. War show, set 
up last November by Captain Thom- 
as Phipps, ex-scenario writer, and 
Capt. Wm. B. Cowan, legit pro- 
ducer, was tested in previous bond 
drive. when eight units were used. 

Present setup calls for 24 units, 
each playing two states, to cover en- 
tire country, May 14-June 30, with 
100 officers and 1,000 men partici- 
pating. Show has three phases: (a) 
preparation for battle; (b) attack on 
enemy billboxes: (c) static display 
and equipment. Vets are training 
at Ft. Benning, Ga., for the show. 


N. Y. Bond Rally Plans 


More than 100 N. Y. theatre execs 
met at the Roxy.theatre, N. Y., yes- 
terday (Tues.) to map plans for what 
is to be known as the “Workers 
Drive” participation in the 7th War 
Loan campaign. 

Group met under the chairman- 
ship of Irving Lesser, head of the 
N. Y. area drive, and Maurice Kinz- 
ler, campaign director. Objectives 
outlined revolved about the activi- 


ties of those campaign workers who 





actually do the work, contribute 
ideas and assume responsibility. 


— 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Lewis Allen 
Pedro Armendariz. 
Tom Baily. 

Ed Cashman 
James Cassidy, 
Howard Dietz. 
Don Hartman. 
Signe Hasso. 

San Hers! 

John LeRoy Johnson, 
Carl Leserman. 
Cliff Lewi 

Ray Milland 
James Mulvey. 
Dorothy O'Hara 
Bert Olive! 

Dick Powell! 
Seymour Robinso! 
Norman Rockwell 
Henry Tobias 
Sonny Tuilts 
Stella Unger. 


Harriet Van Horne. 
Hal Wallis 
Lawrence Weingzrten 


Josh White 
Billy Wilder. 


1944 collections amounted to | 


distrib in| 
houses there during the annual Au- | 


similar ; 


When that rolls around we'll have 
plenty of jack. 

For that’s when the Government 
gives it all back: 
sally out gaily with blood in 


We'll 
| our eye, 
And here’s just a few of 


that we'll buy 
Paper clips, 
Buggy whips, 
Marshmallow candy, 


Napoleon brandy, 
Dynamos, rubbers 
meals, 
Butter and nylons and automobiles. 

High heels, 

Flywheels, 

Hershey bars, 

Kiddie Kars, 

Books of murders, 

Iron girders, 

Juicy steaks both thick and carvy, 

Best seats in the house for “Harvey.” 

Railroad seats for distant places, 

Solid platinum shoelaces, 

Gorgeous coats of countless sables, 

Coca-Cola, racing stables, 

And e’er we leave the festive scene, 

Gasoline and GASOLINE!! 

All of these you'll buy, and how! 

IF YOU PURCHASE WAR BONDS 
NOW !! 


I-Nighting for USO 
Cures Cop Ventro, 


and 20-course 


Detroit, April 17. 

Whatever they say about ventrilo- 
quists being falsetto, Sgt. Wayne 
Fernelius put his dummy voice up 
two miles. 

Fernelius is the Detroit cop who 
i got so good as a ventriloquist, work- 
ling with his dummy, “Jerry McSafe- 
to give the Detroit school kids 
safety lessons, that the USO grabbed 
him off for an overseas unit. The 
Detroit police department gave hin 
a six-month leave—with pay—to go 
on his overseas junket to entertain 
the troops. 

Back home, Sgt. Fernelius~- will re- 
sume his ventriloquist safety act for 
the school kids and also a radio spot 
over WWJ with the regular police 
program. The cop has no ambition 
to turn into a professional perform- 
er. His one-night stands all over 
Europe was a cure. 





‘Sisters’ Male Trio 
Hollywood, April 17. 
Jimmy Durante, Lauritz Melchior 
and Peter Lawford draw top male 
spots in “Two Sisters From Boston.’ 
Metro musical is slated to start 
May 7. 


the things | 


Won’t Turn Profesh: 


Connors Asks 25% Jump in Free Movie 
Days, Bond Preems, for Showmens 7th 





MEROFF UNIT WINS 
GI ACCLAIM IN CBI 


Somewhere in Burma April 10. 

Benny Meroff and his “Funzafire” 
unit, now overseas 
USO-Camp Shows stint with a tour 


through Burma, came in for 


completing an 


official 


commendation from Advance Section 





| Three headquarters recently follow- 

ing a performance in Nalong 
Unit, though dusty and tired after 
| a long trip among China-bound con- 
voys on an uncompleted section of 
the Ledo Road, went immediately 
into a performance on arrival, giv- 
ing what the commendation called 
“the most refreshing, spirited and 
entertaining show witnessed by 
members of this command in almost 
two years in this theatre.” 

Unit expects to return to the U. S. 
in June 





GI's Prize Scanties, 


Says Martha O’Drisco! 


Hollywood, April 17. 
most of her professional 
wardrobe and various intimate gar- 
ments, Martha O'Driscoll returned 
from a 30,000-mile, 1l-week tour of 
the Pacific war area, accompanied 
by Beryl Cuffe, Frances Faye and 
Sid Marion. 

Her garments disappeared one by 
one, the Universal actress explained, 
every time she hung them out on 
washday. Troupe put on more than 
150 shows and visited hospitals in 
Hawaii, New Caledonia, New He- 
drides, Tulagi, Guadalcanal and the 
Russell Islands. 


John Carroll Comes Home 


Hollywood, April 17. 
John Carroll, back in civilian life 
after Army service, checked in at 
Metro for top male role in “The 
Kissing Bandit.” 
Role is Carroll's first on the home 
lot in more than two years. 


Sans 





Will Regers’ Sen In 
Hollywood. April 17. 


James B. Rodgers inducted into 
Army yesterday (16) at Fort Mac- 
Arthur. 

He is son of Will Rogers and as- 
sociate editor of Beverly Hills 
Citizen. 





MEMPHIS MUSICIAN KILLED 
Memphis. April 17. 

Lieut. Vernon P. Winton, former 
cellist with the Memphis Symphony 
orchestra, was killed ina flight 
over Germany with the AAF on 
Feb 6, his parents have been’ ad- 
vised. 

He was on fis ninth B-17 mission 
with the Eighth Air Force at the 
time. 








Establishment of regular 35 mm. 
motion picture theatres in Europe 
for American forces, as first report- 
ed exclusively in (Jan. 
10, 1945), is under 
way, according to report issued by 


“Variety” 


now well 


showings. 

Change is being effected gradually 
as the Army opens theatres in towns 
behind the lines in Europe, with a 
complete changeover to 35 mm. 
scheduled for the armed forces as 
soon as conditions in Europe permit. 

According to the WAC. 16 former 
film industry men now in service are 
in the motion picture branch of the 
Special and Information Services in 
the European theatre of operations. 

Following officers are among the 
first 16 Army 
new assignment: Capt. Paul W. Pine. 
formerly Shea Enterprises, Newark, 





Ex-Showmen, in Service, Take Ov 
Change of 16 mm. to 35 mm. Film Sked 


the War Activities Committe last 
week. WAC also announced that 
Joseph H. Seidelman,. president of 
Universal Internationa! Films and 
consultant to the Secretary of War 
on motion pictures oversea: is 
leaving for Europe to survey the 
Army’s film needs and speed the} 
changeover from 16 mm. to 35 mm. | 


men to take over the | 


O.; Capt. Mike Cullen, former west- 
ern division manager for Loew’s 
Theatres; Lt. John J. Nicholson, for- 
merly with Warner Bros. theatres: 
Lt. Carl L. Dorst, formerly with Par 
exchange in Detroit; Lt. Joseph L. 
Lyne, formerly of Columbia ex- 
change in Dallas; Lt. Edgar T. Bram- 
well, formerly in Universal ex- 
change, Portland. 

Enlisted men 
Gaughan, Jr., fo 
amount in San Antonio, Dallas and 
Oklahoma City; T/3 Charles R. Ram- 
sey, formeriy with the Butterfield 
circuit; Sgt. Victor J. Carlson. for- 
merly 20th-Fox in Chicago: T/4 
Richard Parks, formerly Warner 
theatre manager in Philadelphia: 
T/4 Andrew F. Gorzo, Warner the- 
atre manager in Pennsylvania; T/5 
Vincent Proctor, from RKO theatre 
projectionist in N.Y.; T/5 Harold E. 
Smith, formerly with Paramount lab 
in Long Island; T/5 J. P. Sylvia, 
Fox-West Coast theatre projectionist; 
|T/5 Howard T. Clark, Warner thea- 
tre manager. Milwaukee; T/5 Louis 
J. Burlon, Par home office account- 
ing department; T/5 Irving Riener, 
| Warner home office purchasing de- 
| partment. 


are Sgt 


George 





14 years with Par- | 


+ Distributors division of the “Show- 


men’s Seventh” War Loan drive will 
seek a 25% increase in Bond pre- 
mieres, children’s preems and Free 
Movie Day pledges, it was stated in 
Chicago yesterday (Tues.) by Tom 


man. During the Sixth War Loan 
campaign there were 4,575 Bond 
preems, 1,000 ehildren’s preems, and 
9,700 Free Movie Days. 
| Connors announced that the dis- 
| tributors division will be set up on 
the same basis as the exhibitor divi- 
| sion of the National Committee, with 
| three area chairmen. In addition to 
| Herman Wobber, a western area 
| chairman, John Flynn, Metro west- 
ern general sales manager, will be 
midwest area distributor chairman, 
and E. K. O’Shea, Metro eastern gen- 
eral sales manager, will serve as 
eastern area distributor chairman. 
Connors asked for a report from 
the distributor chairmen by April 28 
on the number of theatres pledged 
and said that every theatre should 
be contacted by May 1 if possible. 
Although 1,200 prints of the “All- 
| Star Bond Rally,” 19-minute drive 
subject, are being ordered, there may 
be a shortage of prints and arrange- 
ments are being made to bicycle 
| them. Connors recommended that a 
| master booking plan be set up in 
each territory for booking and dat- 
| ing films for the preems and Free 
| Movje Days. 


Over 200 Midwest Execs 
In Chi Rally for 7th Loan 


Chicago, April 17. 

Out for the biggest haul to date, 
midwest distribs and exhibs met at 
an all-day meeting at the Blackstone 
hotel Monday (16) to map the 
“Showmen’s Seventh” War Loan 
drive in this section of the country. 
Among those present at the 10- 
{hour huddle, including a luncheon 
at which the theme most underlined 
was “the spirit of President Roose- 
| velt moves us to bigger and better 
| things this time,” were national com- 
mittee members Sam Pinanski. Tom 
Connors, Ted Gamble and John 
Hertz, Jr. Also present were David 
B. Wallerstein, division manager of 
Balaban & Katz, who’s midwest co- 
ordinator for the drive; Edward L. 
Kuykendall, prez, Motion Picture 
Theatre Operators of America. 


Martin G. Smith, prez. Indie Thea- 
tre Operators of Ohio; Tony Sude- 
kum, prez, Crescent Amus. Co., 
Nashville; Fred Wehrenberg, chair- 
man of board, MPTOA: Ed C. Beatty, 
Butterfield Circuit, Michigan; Col. 
Harry A. Cole, Texas Federated 
Theatres, Dallas; Karl Hoblitzelle, 
Interstate Circuit, Texas; Al Steffes, 
Minneapolis exhib; Marc J. Wolf, 
Indianapolis exhib: and Pete Wood, 
Ohio exhib. 


Chi exhib execs present included 
John Balaban, B&K; Jack Kirsch, 
Allied; James E. Coston, Warners; 
Edwin Silverman, Essaness: Arthur 
Schoenstadt: Jules J. Rubens, Pub- 
Mia-Creat States. -Sther C 
in the Seventh, besides Wallerstein, 
present were Walt Immerman, B&K, 
Cook County exhib chairman; Larry 
Stein, WB Theatres, Cook County 
publicity director; Bill Bishop, M-G, 
downstate publicity director; Ralph 
| Lawler, Peoria, and Eddie Zorn, 
Pontiac, downstate exhib co-chair- 
men: and Harold Stevens, Par, dis- 
trib chairman for the state. 

















$1,000,009,000 Aim 
Denver, April 17. 

One billion dollars in “E” bonds 
is the 7th War Loan goal of the 
Western Regional Division. This aim 
of the 11 western states, which con- 
stitute the WRD of the motion pic- 
| ture industry’s drive, was set by 
| Charles P. Skouras, area chairman, 
in an address which he made Mon- 
|day (16) before 100 exhibitors and 


(Continued on page 26) 








Dietz to Frisco on UN 
| Motion Picture Sked 


Howard Dietz, Metro v.p. in charge 
| of advertising-publicity, leaves N. Y. 
tomorrow (Thurs.) to attend the 
United Nations Security Conference 
in San Francisco in his capacity as 
chairman of the Planning Commit- 
tee for the Motion Picture Industry. 

He will be accompanied by Claude 
Lee and Fay Reeder, The Committee 
will advise on operation of the 
United Nations Theatre where se- 
| lected films from the U. S. and other 
Allied nations will be screened for 
the delegates 








Connors, national distributor chair. 





tn i naw 
SPR age Os nee RD ae 


i eee es 


= . = 


ek eta atteitniins dattin ciate atten nites} a ee ne ete 





Wednesday, April 18, 1945 


ae 

















Wednesday, April 18, 1945 VARIETY ul 


_-— 
— 


' KEEP SELLING BONDS! 




















§ 


ATCHLESS/ | 


= 
Beeb panel alate 





| 
| 





JACK L. WARNER, executive rropucer 











12 


FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 18, 1945 





Pairiek the Great 
(MUSICAL) 





Vniversal release of Howard Benedict pro- 
auction, Stars Donald O'Connor, Pexry 
Ryan; features Frances Dee, Donald Cook, | 
Eve Arden, Directed by Frank Kvyan. | 
Biory, Jane Hall, Frederick and Raiph 
Block; adaptation, Bertram Millhause: vd 
Dovethy Bennett; songs, Sidney Miller, Inez 
Jumes, Charles Previn, Charles Tobias, Da- 
vid Kapp: editer, Ted J. Kent; camera 
Frank Redman. At State, N. Y., week 
April 12, ‘43. Running time, 88 MINS, 

Pat Donahue, Jr........6- Donald O'Conn 
Judy Watkin. ....cccccccceses .Peggy Ryan 
Cun AROUOUE. css 000s ondeees Frances Dee 
Pat Donahue, St. ccc ceecceeeee Donald Cook | 
Jean Mathews. ....cccececs ee agen | 
Mux W OG sec cedetvet ness Thomas tromez 
Prentia JoRMmS.<ccocecscevess Gavin Mu } 
Sem B ett Andrew Tombes 
M \l ey Irving Bacon 
Donald O'Connor and Peggy Ryan 
as a song-and-dance team with ro- 
mantic uvs and downs help mightily 
to ake “Patrick the Great” a di- 
verting musical. It’s not the tops in 
entertainment but with several lis- 
tenable songs and a pleasing little 
st chances to do well at the 
boxoffice &fe quite bright. The run- 


ning time of 88 minutes may be con 
sidered a little more than was neces- 
sary but no serious slowness of ac- | 
tion has resulted. 


The story is built around Donald 
Cook. a musical comedy star, and | 
young O'Connor as his stagestruck 
son, plus Miss Ryan who, in addition 
to having theatrical ambitions, is also | 
plenty sweet on O'Connor. Virtually | 
all of the action takes place at aj} 
mountain lodge where O’Connor 
mistakenly thinks Frances Dee. an | 
authoress, has fallen in love with 
him, Meantime. Miss Ryan is bleed- 
ing her heart out but in the end 
everything rights self while the 
kid’s father, Cook, hits it up with | 
Miss Dee, 

In between are the several songs 
and dance numbers, a couple of a 
production nature, and the comedy 
relief. A particularly inviting song 
is “For the First Time” (Charles To- | 
bias-David Kapp) which serves as a 
single for O'Connor. “Don't Move,” 
“When You Bump Into Someone You 
Know,” and “Ask Madam Zam” 
turned out by Sidney Miller and Inez | 
James, are others which score nicely. 
They are doubles for O’Connor and 
Miss Ryan. A Latin-type number is 
“The Cubacha,” also by Miller-James. 

The cast supporting O’Connor and | 
Miss Ryan fit well into the pattern of 
the story. Both Miss Dee and Cook 
give well-turned performances. Eve 
Arden plays secretary to Miss Dee | 
and herself commands attention as a 
somewhat hardboiled blonde. Gavin | 
Muir and Andrew Tombes are Broad- 
way producers who favor young 
O'Connor over his father for the lead 
in a new show. Good character is 
Thomas Gomez, manager for Ceok, | 
while for a few laughs there’s Irving | 
Bacon, a professional type of fellow | 
who is trying to get a rest in the 
mountains and doesn’t. 

Howard Benedict’s production is | 
adequate and the direction of Frank | 
Ryan steady. Char. 


Two @Cleek Courage 


KKwO-Radio release of Ben Stoleff 


pro- 


duction Stars Tom Conway, Ann HKuther- 
ford; features Riehbard Lane, Beitejane 
drreev, Jean Brooks Directed by Anthony 
Mann. Seveenplay. Robert B. Kent: based 
on stery by Gelett Burgess: camera. Jacl 
Mackenzie editor Philip Martin, Jr. At 
Rislo. N. ¥ week April 13, ‘45. Running 
Titive 66 MINS, 

Mie Mar 09 00eeeseseeneese Tom Conway 
PS os cvncsacprctvcoesesest Ann Rutherford | 
NOT ovo ns ce bndidevesdesisaeee Richard Lane 
Mark Evans.......... ....Lester Matthews 
MARIAM . cc cece ccdccrtecceos Roland Drew 
rrr rrr rer Emory Parnell 
BUOOON. wc ccccccccosecvessece Betiejane Greer 
COT. « «0000666 inde see csauns Jean Brooks 
bf he ode Bnd Gloves 
Dilling. 


“Two O'Clock Courage” has less 
guts than its title. Film is a slow- 
paced, drab mystery about an am- 
nesia victim, Situations are obvious, 
the dialog routine. A modest budg- 
eter, it’s strictly nabe duals stuff. 


Yarn concerns a man found wan- | 


dering in the streets by a femme cab- 
driver, the mag uncertain who he is, 


but implicated by his clothes in a | 
Cabbie and man | 


series of murders. 
make the rounds of various suspects, 
following newspaper leads, until the 
mystery of the murder of a theatrical 
producer and subsequent homicides 
are cleared up, and the amnesia vic- 
tim absolved. 

Tom. Conway and Ann Rutherford, 
in the leads, give film some story 
strength, but overall effect is sowhat- 
ish. Bron. 


I'll Remember April 
(SONGS) 


ae) release of Gene Lewis produc- 
tien, Features Gloria Jean, Kirby Grant, 
Milburn Stene, Edward S. Brophy, 


versal 


Samuel 
S. Hinds, Jacqueline de Wit, Hobart Cuy- 
enaugh Directed by Harold Young 
Screenplay by M. Coates Webster, from 
siory by Gene Lewis, based on ‘“‘Amateur 
Nighis’’ by Bob Dillon; music director, 
Edguv Fairchild; camera, Jerome \sh 
Tradeshown in N. Y., April 11, “45. Tune | 
ning time, 63 MINS, 
MOTs « ctavidoneaaseomakes 620 Gloria Jean | 
oo | ee ee rn Kirby Grant 
WiInchentetvcicoscccctdcscees Milburn Stone } 
BhEdOW .. .cccccessecvces Edward 8. Brophy 
Cjarhield...cccccccccesess-- Samuel S, Iinde 
Whisper...... seccbddocus Jacqueline de Wit | 
Billings. -b400 00 608R08 Hobart Cavenauch | 
Pollee Imapect@r...ceseccced Adiddison Richards | 
Tl Armitage... -..- Pierre Watkin | 
o> © .Cpetetettt,. . cccaccesss< Clyde Fillmore | 
M Barrington. ..cceceess ..Mary Forbes 
Chids reseeeecee+- Morgan Wallace | 
I i bd.dd 0000 davea -Paul Porcasi 





Among items forgotten by those | 
responsible for “I'll Remember | 
April” are a clear story line to back | 
up good production, and top singers 
to work with Edgar Fairchild’s good 


i the family 
; on 


ik 


ee A me 


ne oe EPs 
rirreri.iureyt yee Bryant Washburn | 


band. An outstanding song or two 
might also help. As it stands, how- 
ever, picture is just a passable 
dualer. 

Story starts out to be tale of the 
singing daughter of a rich man gone 
broke. The gal is out to replenish 
coffers and tries to land 
radio. But she becomes involved 
in a feud between two famous radio 
commentators, one of whom seems 
like a caricature of a real-life radio 
gabber. Then the story goes from a 


murder, its solution and_ then 
through the collaboration of the 
same two guys. 

Gloria Jean’s singing is not par- 


ticularly distinguished, and Kirby 
Grant's is ditto, although latter acts 
vell. as does Milburn Stone. As for 
the 
sible of 


songs. 
catching on is a 

called “Hittin’ the 

with music and ly} 

Roberts and Chic Dornish 
number is done by 
members are not identified. 
Cars. 


novelty 
number Beach 
Tonite,” 
Mat ly 
This 


whose 


ICS 


Flame of Barbary Ceast 
(SONGS, MUSIC) 


Republic elease of Joseph Kane preduc- 
ticor lirected by Kane Stars John Wayne, 
Ann Dvoral features Joseph Schildkraut, 
William Frawley Virginia Grey, Russell 
liieks Jack Norton Paul Fix, Manart 
Kippen. Sereenplay, Borden Chase; music, 
Morton Seott orchestration, Dale Butts; 
dances, larry Ceballos; camera, Rebert 
Detirasse Tradeshown N, Y., April 12, 45, 
Running time, 91 MINS, 

Duke Fergus John Wayne 
} Flaxen Tarry Ann Dvorak 
Tito Morell Joseph Schildkraut 
Smooth Wylie William Frawley 
t co erry re Virginia Grey 
Cvrus Danve Russell Hicks 
ht " ("one Jack Norton 
‘ eT Serre : Paul Fix 
Dr. < ian Manart Kippen 
ee ree 5 ...Eve Lynne 
Diske Mare Lawrence 
a eee eg ae Butterfly McQueen 
He \ Rex Lease 
Hank Bell 

i Browr Al Murphy 


Republic evidently put much effort 
into this western but in spite of 
competent handling, excessive foot- 
age militates against it. A _ better- 
than-average dualler, 

A Montana cattleman comes to 
scoff at the pre-earthquake Barbary 
Coast of San Francisco and stays to 
like it: a “gentleman” gambler runs 
the most successful joint in the dis- 


| trict until the guy from the tall grass 


decides to take over; and the gam- 
bler’s singer-sweetheart is also the 
toast of the town’s haute monde. 

Through dialog, songs and music 
that’s distinguished chiefly for the 
fact that it sounds like 1945 instead 
of 1906, the story winds a tortuous 
path until ethe earthquake breaks 
things up and propels the pretty 
dame into the arms of the cowboy 
without a horse. But there is never 
any suspense in the piece, there is no 
juxtaposition of characters, no- inner 
logic. One is conscious constantly of 
the dragging proceedings. 

Despite picture’s lack of character 
the songs sotind good, the scoring is 
pleasant, the photography is excel- 
lent in one spot ‘earthquake se- 
quence). and the acting is tops. Kane 
does a better job as director than 
as producer. John Wayne handles 
himself. very well in the role of the 
man from the plains. Ann Dvorak 
not only sings well but looks and 


|acts the part of the nitery queen, 
| Joseph Schildkraut as the gambler 


| is socko. Good support is turned in 
| by the entire cast, especially by Vir- 


{}ginia Grey as Miss Dvorak’s rival 


jand William Frawley is OK as an- 
| other gambler. Cars. 


|Hitcehhike to Happiness 
ormnreorrnnr ares ae ER Bre ye ytereng re om 


Republic release of Donald WW. Brown 
production. Stars Al Peuree: features Dale 
Evans Brad Vavler, Directed by Joseph 
| Santley. Screenplay, Jack Townley: based 
,on original by Manny Seff, Jerry Horwin; 
camera Jack Murta editor, Fred Allen. 
} 


At Republie, N.Y 


, April 14, “45, 
; time, 71 MENS, 
K Min 


Running 


«x ‘hippy’ Ellis. Al Pearce 

Alice Chuave Dule Evans 

j Joe Mitehell ‘ ... Brad Taylor 

| Sandy Hill William Frawley 

} ‘Tons Riggs Jerome Cowan 

Ladisiaus Prenska ...Willy Trenk 

ca bt i See ee ee Arlene Harris 

Le | ee ee Joyce Compton 
Randall 


Maude Eburne 
éd ....Trving Bacon 
IL.ven and Jeanne Romer 


“Hitchhike to Happiness” is a mild 

comedy-drama about a budding song- 
| writer and an aspiring playwright, 
| with stock situations and a pretty 
|familiar story. Broad-jowled Al 
| Pearce, radio comic, ambles gently 
|through the principal's role, and 
| there are a few pleasant songs attrac- 
|tively sung by Dale Evans. On this 
; basis, “Hitchhike” rates a_ ride 
i through the duals. 

Pearce plays a Broadway waiter 
with a yen to write plays, whose am- 
| bish is a standing joke among show 
| biz folk patronizing his restaurant. 
| That is, all except Brad Taylor, 
'thumping the piano as he waits for 
someone to buy his first song, and 
Dale Evans, who left the restaurant 
a nobody to become a Hollywood ra- 
dio songstress. 

Miss’ Evans, on visit to New York, 
is needed by a show-producing trio 
to make their new play a success. 
The trio, incidentally, are practical 
jokers, palming the waiter off to a 
foreign producer as a ‘successful 
Broadway playwright. She takes the 
waiter’s part. promises to appear in a 
show he's written, to which the young 
tunesmith’s songs are added, and 
makes the show a suecess by her 
efforts. 

Miss Evans has looks as well as a 
voice, and Taylor is handsome as ro- 


' 
| Rive. Meamdalh.. ..sisccckc 
| Dennis Cerbbey 


Romer Twins 
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only one that seems pos- } 
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Miniature Reviews 


“Patrick the Great” (Musical) 
(U). Diverting romantic item 
that should do well at b.o. 

“Two O'Clock Courage” 
(RKO). Amnesia mystery; for 
the duals. 

“rll Remember April” (Songs) 
(U),. Passable dualler. 

“Flame of Barbary 
‘Rep.) (Songs). Well 
western. 

“Hitchhike to Happiness” 
(Rep.). Mild show biz comedy; 
for the duals. 

“Madame Sans Gene” 


Coast” 
made 


(Sono). 


Argentine-made version of 
French revolution story; mild 
U. S. boxoffice. 


( Russian ) 


cialty houses only. 


“Zoya” OK for spe- 


“Livet Pa Landet” (Scandia). 
Swe ish-made cou try story 
with Edward Persson starred; 
okay for foreign-language spots. 





mantic lead opposité. Pearce’s easy- 
going comedy would register more 
with some needed material. William 
Frawley and Willy Trenk add a lit- 
tle more comedy, with Jerome 
Cowan for the heavy. Bron. 


Madame Sans Gene 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 


A Buenos Aires, March 15. 

Argentina Sono Film production and re- 
lease Stars Nini Marshall; features Edu- 
ardo Cuitine Adrian Cuneo, Luis A. Otero, 
Homero Carpena, Herminia Franco, Julio 
Renato, Delfy de Ortega, Olimpio Bobbio 
and Tato de Serra Directed by Luis Cesar 
Amadori Adapted by Conrado Naxle Rolo 
from the Victerien Sardou play, Camera, 
Roque Giacobino At Premier, Buenos 


Aires, start 


ng March 15 45 
(In Spanish; No English Titles) 
This picture was first released in 
Mar del Plata, the big Atlantic coast 
resort, last January 27, to open the 


new Ambassador theatre operated 
there by Joaquin Lautaret. Its chief 
claim to distinction are the lavish- 


ness of period settings and costuming 
and the scope of its action, unusual 
for an Argentine director. It seems 
to prove how quickly the Latin- 
Americans are learning their stuff. 
Scenes of the French Revolution and 


later at the Emperor Napoleon’s 
court are extremely well done. 
Chances in U. S. look better than 


most Argentine films. 

Director Amadori has turned out 
another picture of quality, but the 
wisdom of a semi-parody on Sardou’s 
play might be questioned. Nina Mar- 
shall wins laurels in her first at- 
tempt at a more or less straight com- 
edy, although she tends to overdo the 
famous French laundress who be- 
came Dutchess of Dantzig but con- 
tinued an “enfant terrible.” She 
certainly carries the audience with 
her, both in comic and serious moods. 
Eduardo Cuitino, who adds prestige 
of Argentina’s National Comedy 
Theatre to this, is a vivid Napoleon 
while Homero Carpena also turns in 
a very good performance as the sinis- 
ter Fouche. 

Picture cashes in on the wave of 
pro-French sentiment which swept 
Argentina when Paris was liberated. 
Should do well in this meee P 

id. 


El Inutruse 
(“The Intruder”) 





(MEXICAN MADE) 

Film Meundiales production and release. 
Stars Domingo Soler; features Narciso Bus- 
quets, Mayta Elbs, Carlos Grellana, Di- 
rected by Mauricio Magdaleno. At Belmont, 


N. Y¥., week of April 6, “45. Running time, 
75 MENS, 
Juan Manuel Ramirez Domingo Soler 


Alberto Narciso Busquets 

Marta Elba 
Curios Grellana 
Agustin lzunsa 
Lotita Camarillo 


were eee eee eee eee 





(In Spanish; No English Titles) 

This is a dull drama lacking box- 
office appeal even for Spanish-speak- 
ing audiences in this country, be- 
cause of its odd theme, talkiness and 
poor acting. 

Yarn deals with the nasty treat- 
ment received by an_ illegitimate 
youth from his father, despite fact 
the boy is a cripple. In the end, 
though, the father repents and 
changes his.attitude toward the lad. 

Settings are average. Camerawork 
is not outstanding. Domingo Soler 
gives a fairly creditable performance, 
but remainder of the cast fails to 
impress. Sten 


%, 
Zeva 
(RUSSIAN-MADE) 
Artkine release of Soyuzdet (Moscow) pro- 
duction Stars Galina Vodianitskaya. Di- 


rected = by Lev Arnshtam. Screenpley, 
Arnushtom and Boris Chireskov: English mar 


ration and dialog, Howard Fast, narrated 
by Donna Keath; music, Dinitri Shosta- 
kevitch: camera, A. Chelenkov, T. Chen. 
At Sianlevy, N. ¥ week of April 14, 45. 
Running time, 86 MENS, $ 
Zona... Seiveues ..Galina Vodianitskaya 
Aova as a Child..... Katia Skvortsova 
eer DEekRer. «66s sete. Xenia Varaseva 
Her Father: Nikolai Ryzhov 
Mer Teacher: ...ccccce , Tamara Altzeva 
penta Puemein. ..cccoee Alexander Kuanetsov 
yg Perr Pee F Boris. Poslavaky 
Korsamo] Secretary Victor Volchek 


German Office: 


.... Boris Podgorny 
tierman Soldier 


-Roman Pliatt 





(English Titles and Narration) 
During the dark days of the war, 











| vides 


| by one of her school teachers, played 


| ticularly stilted kind. 








' 
when the Nazis were close to the | 
Russian capital. an 18-year-old Mos- | 
cow girl became one of Russia’s epic 
war heroines. She worked with the 
partisans behind the enemy lines, 
was caught and tortured by the Ger- 
mans, refused to squeal about her 
confederates, and was hanged. On 
this factual material the Russian film 
makers based the picture bearing 
this femme’s name, “Zoya.” But on 
the screen, the picture has too slow 
a pace, judged by American film 
standards, and the story goes off into 
details about the gal’s political devel- 
opment in which most Americans 
would not be interested. Decidedly 
fit only for houses specializing in 
Russian pix. 

The girl's life story is developed 
through a long flashback pieced out 
with blurred news shots showing his- 
toric Russian scenes like the funeral 
of Lenin. There is some good acting 


by Boris Poslavsky, but most of the 
rest of the cast does its job routinely 
The star herself is O.K. 

Dmitri Shostakovich’s 
appropriate 
rises to beauty 





| 

music pro- | 
background, but | 
in one long passage | 
which, however, is accompanied on 
the screen by photography of a par- 
On the other 
hand, photographic montages occur- 
ring in spots are excellent. Howard 
Fast wrote a sensitive narration in 
English, and it is done well by Donna 
Keath. Cars. 


Livet Pa Landet 
(“Life in the Couniry”) 
(SWEDISH-MADE) 
(With Songs) 





Seandia 1 


ims production and release, 
Stars Edvard lersson, Directed by Broi 
Bugler. Based on Fritz Reuter’s stor 
eamera, Sven Thermanius At 48th St 
(Cinema, N, Y starting April 1 4h Run- 
ning time, 105 MINS. 
Brasig... eT Edvard Persson 
Frans von Rainbos George Fant 
Axel von Rambow........ Bror Bugler 
Frida von Rambow........ Brigitta Valberg 
Haverman Oeeses Ivar Kage 
Ds-iw is 0n6es-2caneseeueta Ingrid Backlin 
i Ee ee UPC ore Willy Peters 
Carl Brovkman......... Kolbjorn Knudsen 
Fru Brockman......... Dagmar Ebbesen 
Brolin Albert Stahl 


(In Swedish; English Titles) 
“Life in the Country” is sturdy 
Swedish film fare because the whole 
picture is built around Edvard Pers- 
son, an outstanding screen star in 
Sweden. Without this talented player 
it would be just another foreign pro- 


duction with the by-now familiar, 
excellent Swedish camera work 
counter-belanced by an elongated, 


trite story and a more trite title. 
Stout entry for foreign-language and 
some arty houses. 

Persson clowns in his usual sly 
style, doing several monologs, play- 
ing a corpulent Cupid part of the 
time and part of time warbling folk 
songs. It’s fundamentally a story 
about a count who wants to modern- 
ize the farm that’s left him by his 
dad, with Persson, as the retired 
overseer, eventually making the ob- 
stinate count see the error of his 
ways. It takes smart work by Pers- 
son to prevent the obdurate count 
from losing his huge estate while at- 
tempting to eliminate old farming 
methods. 

Screenplay fashioned around Fritz 
Reuter’s story is just one of those 
things that’s been done countless 
times before on the screen. But with 
Persson present to make things move, 
the rather inane plot takes on added 
zest. “Life in the Country” is well 
produced with down-to-earth humor 
dotting the better scenes. The coun- 
try background is so well reproduced 
that it is likely to make one want to 
visit Sweden. 

Supporting the clever Persson are 
George Fant, Birgitta Valberg, Bror 
Bugler, Ingrid Backlin, Ivar Kage 
and Willy Peters. Bugler also does 
the creditable direction, but the un- 
listed editor has permitted earlier 
sequences to run far too long. 

Wear. 














Preems For Stix 


Continued from page 3 





increased sales values accruing to 
films from key city preem hypoes. 

There is also danger of loss of ac- 
counts and permanent playing time 
by distribs unable to supply suffi- 
cient product to old customers who, 
in some instances, would eventually 
tie up with opposition distribs. 

Offer Free Pix 

In some cases extreme measures 
have been resorted to by distribs in 
showing exhibs that some playing 
time can be filled through extension 
of playing time. One distrib has 
proved that certain top pictures can 
be given a two-week run in what is 
normally a single week stand. 

Distributor in one instance offered 
to give the film free to an exhibitor 
if the theatre did not show a profit 
on the second week of a picture. Ex- 
periment proved successful when 
tried out. 

Such emergency measures, how- 
ever, have proved inadequate in 
overcoming the widespread product 
shortage. Distribs are reportedly 
stymied and faced with the alterna- 
tive of either foregoing key city 
preem values or allowing theatres to 
either shutter or tie up with compet- 
ing distribs. 











me 









Bust Film Trust 


Continued from page 5 —— 


formerly held production in tight 
control, 
Theatre Chains 
The. chains financed or made j¢ 
possible to finance independent film 
production and, directly or indirect- 
ly, influence the type and quality of 
product. The large circuits provided 
the first-run outlets for films. Inde- 
pendent film producers got first 
financing and then revenue, often 
being completely dominated by the 
theatre operators. Such, at any rate, 
is the picture given by French reps. 


Under the streamlined plans for 
the revival of the French industry, 
the- French government would set 


up banking facilities for film produe- 
tion to begin with. Producers would 
thus be free to produce the type 
of films they consider most suitable. 

Meantime, decision regarding the 
disposal of the three top chains in 
France has not yet been made, from 
accounts. Pathe has about 35 or 40 
houses in key situations, Gaumont 
has approximately 28, while Siritzky 
reportedly represented from 50 to 60 
houses. 

Pathe and Gaumont, in bankruptcy 
since before the war, are now under 
bank control. In cases of some of the 
circuit houses there have been 
merous sales and resales of indi- 
vidual theatres during the Nazi oc- 
cupation and some difficulty is fore- 
seen in determining legitimate own- 
ership of some of the In 


nue- 


houses. 


| some instances theatres have changed 


hands five or six times with the final 
owner possibly having a legitimate 
claim to the property. 

In any event, French officials are 
reported doubting the advisability of 
permitting chain operation to con- 
tinue on the same basis as in the 
pre-war era. There is a possibility, 
also, that if chains remain in opera- 
tion thera may be some form of gov- 
ernment supervision. 

With French government 
channeled in this direction the re- 
port (not printed in “Variety’) sonte 
time ago that J. Arthur Rank was 
negotiating for the purchase of the 
Gaumont circuit appeared untenable, 
Since then there has been an offi- 
cial denial of any plan to sell Gau- 
mont (not affiliated or connected 
with British Gaumont) to British or 
other interests. Since government 
opinion is apparently opposed to 
chain control by French interests it 
is unlikely that chain control by for- 
eign companies would be favorably 
regarded. 


views 


Shuts Out U, S. Financing 

If the trust-busting plan is carried 
out against the French chains the 
remote plans, which were aired in 
U. S. film trade cireles, whereby 
American distributors would use ac- 
crued frozen rentals to acquire large 
theatre holdings in France, would be 
fully discounted. 

The nationalization of the French 
film industry, however, according to 
French reps, is unlikely, despite the 
fact that Continental Films company 
has been taken over by the govern- 
ment and turned into a cooperative 
studio undertaking. It is rointed out 
that Continental was controlled b 
Nazi interests and that the compan 
was confiscated by the French gov- 
ernment for that reason. 

While the film industry is not 
likely to be nationalized, however, 
there is likely to be strong Govern- 
ment support provided by some for- 
mula whereby creative expression is 
not straitjacketed. 

Collaborationists 

Meantime, problem of eliminating 
collaborationists from the French 
film industry is apparently being 
skirted to a considerable extent. The 
Direction Generale de la Cinematog- 
raphie Francaise, organized in 1944, 
is taking every precaution, of course, 
through searching investigations of 
all applicants asking permits to work 
in the film industry. But with so 
much of the industry inevitably 
tinged with collaborationism during 
the Nazi occupation, there would 
remain apparently only a small pro- 
portion of simonpure non-collabora- 
tionists in the trade. 

Virtually all of the French film 
output was more or less lined with 
or controlled by the Nazis during the 
occupation when French interests 
were powerless to resist. It is now 
found that none of those suspected 
of collaborating will admit even. the 
slightest connection with the Nazis. 
‘A similar condition is reported in 
many German areas occupied by Al- 
lied forces where few Nazis can be 
found who admit they belonged to 
the party.) Some, of course, have 
been definitely tagged as “collabora- 
tionists” and will be barred from the 
French film ingustry. But there are 
tgo many borderline cases, impos- 
sible to judge gorrectly, for a com- 
plete sweep to be made. 
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KEEP SELLING BONDS! 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


PHHPEHHOHOHHOEOS By Frank Scully $44644660644440608 


Nonny’s Villa, Cal., 





those of Mr. 
Roosevelt got the popular | 


i divergent from Roose- 


velt. Mr. 





3 
show biz vote B: 
Typical of how much faith Mr, > 
Roosevelt had in the film industry | 4 
note he sent to Lowell Melletta 
Pear] 


which he 


isa 
few 








Harbor In 
informed the 


after 
this letter, in 


davs 


April 15 


























; , : . You'd get from Henry Pringle’s piece “ ‘ » Barrave” { 
The closing of all of the Warner? head of the Office of Government Post , : . Pate B aba eg the “Bologney Barrage” in the 
, ’ , : at it was practic y @ success NN sve ical \ ‘ 
theatres. totaling 450, for the entire Reports that he was appointing him ae “a i ath acti a a = sful one-man psychological] war of 
day Saturday (14) in tribute to our TRUMAN LIFE MEMBER the Government's film coordinator, | * * at ren ew "ae oo ould please our public no end, since the 
li te President. Franklin D. Roose- Mr. Roosevelt made concrete “sug- Sarge vende cain , vache ee Ag. and in France and in Hollywood 
velt. is estimated to have cost WB OF D.C VARIETY CLUB eestions” that the American has been closer to the Scully dynasty than an heir-apparent. He it Was, 
2a ‘ . ‘rabl ——e motion picture is one of our most YOU May remember, who dug up the origin of vaudeville in France, and In 
close to $1,000,000 A considerably oe I Holl » he im: ged a Scully’ : ai . 
smaller but appreciable sum would Washington, April 14 effective media in informing and = ywooa nen rie angh one of ; phos s many windmill-lilting Campaigns 
figure for the Comerford cireuit President Harry S. Truman is entertaining the citizens. The mo- @ha@ more successfully than the candidate. 
whicl ke Warners. remained shut-| known to show biz here. and liked. tion picture ist remain free inso- But as the Sarge would be the first to admit this psychological ar 
GES < 14) on orde1 Illustration is the fact that. last St far as national security will permit vasn't really that simple Many minds, most of them from show busine«« 
nf Py Ce k val ( Vale 1e'< Dav ¢ Vari oo} | " ( r oO! »y of é noo ad ’ papering the theatre of val till it ¢ imbled. the It; 
Walke ire f nd he ere ivited to igncneo are pu é I Va oO estrictior aroused the Fre: and stunned the Germar It didn't show in the 
Che oa » . es N. ¥ v é e gold ara ¢ ipietime pi t eon ( Da ture ) the ace of p ychological Varriors was Woodrow Wilson 
, morary eimbership He as the € sel t ot the fiiay 0 ¢ Or dea out Oo copy on his own port ble He it was wh 
and Ve ] } Wi le } Was O Sey ‘ 
»-president to be thus reco Ose ery lecessary esti he Ce eople from the ; r a } ; . 1 Pe 
VW exce Oo ri W rf) ice-pres'ae € ' poopie rom the army bv ceclaring war On the Kaise a 
DC. he other si ed by local theatre people tions whi ie dictates of safety the P ian military and urged the pea to do likewise They 
V e still a enatol Mi Tri al ake ¢ itive The oO pic- te 
tere < eS r * oO} om VO 
ahs C i . ports da tiff with picture people rhe ture eK \ a eX b he Pi e details how General Eisenhower gave the ‘job of the pans ) 
indicate hisses business from that é itorial vestigating ( ittee Fede i ‘eT nent as a ery rage to Colon C. B. Hazeltine. a West Pointer vho had taught milit 
at Bg nar , coagghs J lite 
hour on than had been expected hich “he headed eres: we m Folly seful contribution to make during tactics to most of own generals. The nearest the Colonel had come to 
Sunday. on an average. was normal, “90¢ Colonel” issue Holl e war emergency. . the job assigned him was in a paper chase of the cavalry, so the real work 
" i nT Th e ; ed 2 : uiv- S tte t = > as ! +4 1 " } ; ; ’ 
for this time of year or better. The I us, howevel ee eee His letter to Mellett was not only had to be done bv people who had specialized in crystaiizing publie opinio: 
trade on S: turday night (14) and | Wood fo concern Phe new Presi- | typical of his belief in just a free But it was a good thing the task force was topped by 4 Pointer, as no one 
= ae eye Mame sienisel dent is convivial, and likes people’ c¢reen. It was typical of his belief | else could have broken down the resistance of his own kind so well 
7 naa @ ¢ ld s ‘ 4 i¢ 14 " ; : 5 . : l é . } « < s 
a consid: rable offset for the loss on and pengpeinnbigrse “a : As pees hata in a free show business. The marvel was that the Colonel could start out with a staff of 48 men 
: . ant. h was invited everywnere to 9 , “J > 
Saturday. While larger downtown dent, he and work it up to 1,300, all skilled in the job of “dropping nickels over 
‘ ‘ . parties and- went because he enjoyed — bid { 
operations usually attain about 50% ‘ [ the enemy These nickels. or messages, were only a small part of the 
adie. ‘ : company and entertainment While ff é i . 
of their day's gross by 6 p.m. on Sat- . : picture They worked chiefly on the premise that anybody will go anvy- 
: ; the Presidency will prevent him . F 
urdavs. in the vast maijoritv of in-|-; ’ as : where if he can get in on a pass. More than two billion of these nickels 
ee _ from getting around, the Ow busi- 
siances the percentage of the days ness people who are bound to meet = Continued from page 2 we ‘ dropped from planes or shot Over the enemy lines in shells, but the 
‘ , o tha } << AW: ‘ - , rea youl ame wh ad and ina t sts cd one-tv yuan ns 
cane oh, rm ; now cale = oo him in connection with the 7th Wai Room that it was all “off the record.” end r ‘ in i ni we ) 4 shen w 5 Pai alatal sis 
\ { . { a , lal) tne- J ¢ P . ’ 4 il ! Pi\ - al a LB \ Wav 
down. In fact, there are n — ©" | Loan will find him a plain and very | ang she wouldn't revea! it. One of ' . pet ee 
aires which never play matinees friendly man Mr. Roosevelt's secret ambitions was { . Film Biz Comparison 
anyway The President plays piano, and is to buy &a country newspaper and War has been con pared so often to football that it might be refres} ing 
Rental Readjustments expected to make frequent use of the | serve as editor. for a’change to compare it to the casting, production and selling of a pic- 
The question as to what adjust~  jiitle White House projection room Jane Cowl and Peggy Wood must | ‘tre, for this one surely followed that pattern. Col, Hazeltine had to seil 
ments might be made by d stributors to which the industry regularly sends | -emember his ringing laughter the Gen. Doolittle to drop the pamphlets from planes He had to sell Gen. 
as result of the Joss of valuable new films eht they brought down “Old Ac- | Patton to let him lob paper instead of shells from his artillery, and he had 
playing time on Saturday by being Picture people will remember that quaintance.” For the President was) to recruit a staff that could make good “all this waste.” It would have to 
closed a part of the day or all day Mr. Truman played piano at the Na- gay that night, merry and light. and! be a collection of civilians and soldiers, the latter being experts in the 
long immediately came up for pre- tional Press Club a few weeks ago. | ac the midnight course was served at. field of public reiations more than they were soldiers 
liminary discussion Monday (16) But! and posed with . Lauren Bacall supper, you could feel his good M. Pringle credits Oscar Dystel of OWI as editor of the French leaflet 
with no concrete opinions as to what perched on top of the piano, On an- | humor radiating the room The section, though Dystel had never been abroad and spoke no foreign lJan- 
might be done. So far as percentage other recent occasion he joined a President chatted gaily with Miss guage He had been one of the editors of Coronet. which hardly could 
engagements are concerned the dis-| group of senators at a private lunch- Wood and Miss Cowl], while his wife | have been advanced as a credential for invading France from Algiers. : 
tribs lost along with the theatres ex- eon at the Capitol, at which Lana visited the surrounding table, stop- Lieut. George Sleicher is quoted as saying in a conference, “You'll have | 
cept that under the point system. Turner was present. Later he posed ping a few moments at each to ask the sergeant. He’s my boss.” The Sarge being T Sgt. Salemson, | 
with Seturdays rating as two points, for @ picture with her holding his At the Cuff Links dinner when we = who took over the desk of editor 
Sundays three and weekdays one. arm, and he remarked: brought down the eminent Lauritz Certain people familiar with exploitation had to be combed from civilian 
the situation becomes a bit involved “Oh, my, I'll bet anybody would | Melchior of the Metropolitan Opera ranks as well as the army. Col. Hazletine’s right hand at the beginning 
The matter of weekend control fig- | give $1.50 right now to be in my) House, the White House piano was of the campaigns in North Africa and Italy was none other than Oliver H. 
ures to determine holdovers also is , place. not in tune, so we carted one lent | P. Garrett of Hollywood. Others of pictures who moved in and out were 
something to be worked out but ex- x arene ie by Harry Somerville of the Hotel Robert Riskin. Laudy Lawrence, who managed Metro distribution abroad; 
pected that there will be little diffi- ae Willard to the Executive mansion. Lieut. Pilad Levi, Set. Bill Levy and Cedric Belfrage, who had been every- 
culty in that direction in view of Show Biz Canter and March ef Dimes thing from a Beaverbrook boy on the London Express to Sam Goldwyn’s 
the circumstances bringing about Eddie Cantor came prominently press agent. Bob Sherwood, Set. Fabio Coen, of the Group Theatre, and 
the closings. On flat deals it is ex-  JL_— Continued from page 2 ———$ into the picture when he originated | Orjental playwright George Tavior, gave the legitimate theatre a hand in 
pected the distribs will. make some |. nto. in the long series of Con- the March of Dimes campaign. It the project. But topping them in numbers was the radio contingent and 
1: a . : : 5 en - ot? tatca -~ — Ue - . : 
adjustments, although in some sales gressional investigations by his | ¥@s gradually taken over by Nich- | of these the boys who had combined newspaper work with radio were 
Ser eers See Seen ee Vereee see political enemies into the various olas M. Schenck of Loew's, as chair- | the tops. Peter Rhodes, onetime top U«P. correspondet abroad, organized 
: . e the eah « men . : . ' " ' 
the average exhib probably will ‘isms” of show business. And there | ™@" of the March of Dimes Commit- | the whole Allied Force Headquarters radio monitoring system, aided by ij 
. . > +. se ¢ + + : wai : tee { j 's + 167.52 56 . ‘1: . } 
take the rental loss along with that were also inquiries into the various a 2 ake sed $4,667.520.56. | Duke Ellington (the Hollywood “Click” correspondent, not the band- 
of gross. Government uses of films as a ‘Presenting 42.8% of the over-all | jeader); Dick Lee. Jr. New York and Washington publicist; Capt. Carl 
~ “A0 . | bd t his } 75 se r . . . ; 
Loss to theatres throughout the propaganda medium for the Admin- ~via ee ee ee Zimmerman, now with the: Army Hour: Sgt. Fred Henschel (who was a 
Nation also entailed verious fixed jctration. Anything to make the re- reas one Roosevelt tag grateful, radio announcer with Zimmerman in Milwaukee); Sgt. Mark Snegoff, son 
charges. such as rent, salaries of per- lationship between the President and sent this. letter to Chairman o¢ the Hollywood character actor; Fernand Genier, Louis Bertrand and 
sonnel, ete. and the amusement industry un- sc pos ' : Rene Le Cavallier, all well-known French-Canadian radio announcers. 
comfortable. ae “Ae ae eh ped ae sae NBC's Capt. Fernand Auberjonois and Sgt. Fred Chambers also had a 
, : 1e Motion Picture Industry's 1 ; . . . . . : 
ax jealthy Heavily | we hand on the dials. as did Capt. Jerry Stern, of Philadelphia, and Skt 
Taxed W > : March of Dimes campaign. Cer- , ‘ “P , : . . ear and 
The President was independently ' : Howard Tupper. These were backed by radio men like John Peyser anc t 
= a e Ithy, yet he firmly was igainst tainly no words from me are need- Bernie London and scores of radio technicians who moved in and out ) 
. wealth j ‘ 7 was ; s ss n and scores . - sian: a , 
vr ¢ “ety, : ed to tell you that you have done : . 
‘onti ; — vast accumulation of wealth. He ii <a withou any billing whatever. Even poets were used. Even surrealist 
Continued from pagel Gooey the vast accumulat ; *~\ a truly magnificent job. But I do : fl — , 4 
put through several tax measures, a ‘ k » that I ly poets, Andre Breton being among them. 
Senate, thereby passing and sending | and Hollywood and the theatre. with; ™“ ett Ror sen.l y nie Ue | The News er Buneh 
to the White House the measure|their vast incomes. were among | derstand what great wholehearted | . ; Spee ’ 
“PE Cok RA teen ir va: c s, were £ effort such results represent. | Called psychological warfare, combat propaganda, or the bologney bar- 
which assures Lend-Lease for an- | those hardest hit. It alicnated many . ast of P ' rage. it took its place in the production line much as a press book and an 
: ) ‘ P ) i“ ; ' 2 a # 
other year from June 30. The Reo-erg? pus iors eke ovag tec ae nthe midst of a year of war | UA . Sige . 
publican amendment sponsored by a? Cpe eee 5 Rg Aer ten and death. you have paused 1o ST ERPIOAIGN Canipaign Cakes ils Fee cc fy & feature pic ture, and all 
Hae * - a "oO $s V > , 
Senator Taf oul av ees | Ke & a8 wal sven | save the lives of tne stricken. And | agree now that it paid off. ° 
Senator Taft, would have prevented | was spoken of, in awe, as the likeli- , : 
7 : Ss =p , iia | beesuse th ti icture theatre | Because of the variety of problems that arose in a world at war, the 
the use. of Lend-Lease for postwar| hood the President would seek a| —°°2Us© Me Motion picture theatre | er eels ' ' 
relief, rehabilitation or reconstruc hird “ ° —— - | is so close to the lives and hearts | newshawks, due to their professional pliability either ‘n or out of uniform, 
im te . S ¥ ir , Mh oe ‘ip s j . | AY , ‘er . : . > ar carry) « ; 
tion even through the sale of mate- : a serm. “-* officialdom of a of Americans, you have succeeded | proved they were best suited for the work of carrying out plans blue- . 
« ss ras by ry re ; . . . . = , . , . a7; « « , of 3 aod > at nO 8 hee . 7 
rials to the governments concerned Late ae” ae aeeen oat ae y in interesting millions and millions | printed by show people, magazine men and advertising specialists. rhe ; 
ee i ' 2 ‘ary oO -. oosevelt’s aning | fe erses | college professors and assorted linguists and propagandists drew up at the 
Considered in relation to the Dum- oi ‘ nis Gem “ a. in this crusade. i € ge protessors and assorte InguIsts and propagandists arew up al 
barton Oaks plan, which ombreees| tne 3 labor “~~ a An piece “My sincere and personal con- | rear, but they were necessary to the success of the maneuver. A Capt. 
the Bretton Woods monetary pro- > pk . a a 04 gy rests | gratulations and appreciation for | Orville Anderon organized the cooperative news agency in Italy to succeed 
: , a7 6 0 0 ‘ an ¢ ‘ rae os: 2 cee : , ‘ 
posals, the extension of Lend-Lease a bs ‘aan poy carer she b for| 4 Success beyond all expectation.” | Stefani, a job which had to be done in a hurry, and even Joe Ravotto, of 
’ . ‘ “ seas l y 1936 he hz a je ol . . : ‘ : * : , rence 
for a full year promises to have a! chow business ; ry io ¢ sar god | Signed) Franklin D. Roosevelt. ,“Variety” and the U. P., rushed in with his copy to fill 8 gap in the French 
strong bearing on the American film rete epee "B rng incus~ | Roosevelt once observed: “I have | literary line. ° 
: ry as a whole. Boxoffices were up ' ; : : . . : : 
industry's expert trade in the 12- oan Aver whet the pate ieee mi long been of the opinion that a se- | In fact. the production, were it not of such a patriotic nature, might 
: : a oy W ' years . . , 
month period ahead previoudly saad ~ Se lege er | verest critic is precisely what every | find an infringement suit on its hands from Universal, as it was practically 
; sly. whe yh reac : 
Possibility of sudden termination | their low a ek maeel , critic needs.” He said it with a “One Hundred Men and a Girl” —Peggy Pollard, wife of Lieut. Dick Pol- 
eof Lend-Lesse sid bas long been a| rece owest ebb. And again, as In| smile that was charming and infec- | jard, being the girl 
! a : aye = 9° . ve ar H trite | . ° a . 
me hae ME AGRE RC: 1932, radio was largely instru-j|tious. The President had many Other girls A i ly by r te control. Dorothy V Doren’s hus- 
matter of concern particularly to the mental in reelecti Mr. Roosevelt. | bi 7 | r giris got in only by remote control. rothy an orens hh 
, , ae ? | om . ecting Mr. | newspaper critics. band. Jerry Ross. the radio writer. was i : was Set. B Fodor 
U. S. film industry because of the | His political enemies during the| | talki " b whet a pand, Jerry Ross, the radio writer, was in on it, as was Sgt. Eugene Fodor, 
. . ‘ ‘ n talking to me about what show 
effecis on boxoffice receipts and con- | 


sequently rentals in Great 
(U. rentals around $90,000,000 an- 
nually) and elsewhere abroad. 


Britain | 

















|entire campaign pointed to the Fed- 
eral Theatre Project as a campaign 
maneuver; they said he'd scrap the 

















/to bring down for the “Command 
Performance,” the President said: “I 
| have so much of war that when I go 


husband of Margie Klein 
| main it was a man’s job, 
}now in show 


mostly a 


of the Universal story department. 
newspaperman’s 
business when tracked’ down to earlier periods of their 





But in the 


job, for even those 














| Rite s ares oe A . | careers seem to have put in their legwork for cit esks trying to sift 
Whil Fas eee A sah , | Government theatre project as soon |to the theatre for relief. I should | ; Bice, ng p £ k r city des g 
tile the cessation of war spend-/| 2. he got the relief vote. But he |); : ~ the bologney from the barrage. From experience they knew what would 
hoot jee Seeehen: i axing exit tebe | as 8 e . like to have a show with laughs. and what wouldnt : 
. £ ol gn coun — " 1 Ike y | kept it together for two and a half | Hollywoodians Loved It , ee 7 Bs wey , : oe 
result in a drop in theatre receipts| years afterwards, until Congress, Hollywood began to take the trek It was nice of Pringle to throw the literati a laurel and most of all Jack , 
in any event, the anticipated decline | jnguced by the Dies Committee. re- to Waahie as bodes deed th . | Lait’s handsomest nephew, T Sgt. Harold Salemson. But he's going 10 
will be cushioned through Lend- fused to allocate further funds. | They Sauer the wei aoe as ihave a tough time squaring himself with old Post readers for failing 10 
ase. For ime, also, it is ex-' + , ‘ig ; credit old Ss rriters like , : arkh: iv Garrett. 
eae be Pte rs eis. Yaa Be. ‘ ne | Warmonger Films | Six hotels, make personals in the ga ae for Gee bag tenn 7 pr sgtongengceton te vad H. P ‘ 
etihed te pee their U * dolla: Then came the warmonger” theatres, and be pushed around by a eae an Oe es , 
payments e America di: tribetors films. Hollywood was going after milling crowds. But they accepted | 
ments - ‘t Si 2utlors : not : » 20 ° : . | ° 
aso esult of the ex oul on of U. 5 Axis, and the isolationists were | jt in the spirit of the occasion, en- | hear the laughter of children.” The | ment to our loved President, and to 
| Reseed id going after Mr. Roosevelt. They | joyed the luncheon, where the Pres- | Infantile Paralysis Foundation | his humanitarianism, than to con- 
see a “ : | blamed him for encouraging Holly- | ident was present, and came back at | rushed to 13 states in the first 31 | tinue the Birthday Ball as a tribute 
President Truman signed the! i ke such t s. And|ni , : 
cette Sel ts Wadiidahats eon wooce to make such pictures. And | night for the broadcast. |; weeks of 1944 when more infantile | to his great faith and courage, as & 
biddaw Tete.) — oe | the i feeling that war was| And so for his great humanitari- | | Paralysis cases were reported than | crusading faith in his ideals. Here 
ota mas inevitable, knew it was important | anism, his innate kindness, his re-|in any similar period in 28’ years. |was a fine American, whose heart 
aaa a Ria rt to acclimate the public to a distrust |spect for his fellow man was evi- As Nicholas M. Schenck says: “The | bled for the sufferers from infantile 
LONGHAIR DUAL BIOG | of the — And so when Pearl | denced in his every activity. He was ; money you and your patrons helped |p ralysis—for he was a victim him- 
- ie : Harbor came the _Amcriean citizen | possessed of a bf sense of honor, | pour into the war against this ter- | self and rose above it to become one 
T genic. 3 April 17. | deal at east ee morally to | impelled by pur® patriotism and a | tible home-front enemy must be | of our greatest presidents. 
wo musical biographies in one—| deal with the Axis strong sense of duty to give of his| measured in terms of children’s! Preside eve i had a 
ce : ; S | St : s | esident Roosevelt, if he hae 
Beethoven's and Sc hubert’s—will be | In 1940 Wendell L. Willkie cap-|time, his boundless talent, and un- jlives; not only saving them from | wish, and that great voice could be 
filmed by Universal, in Technicolor. ‘tured the fancy of much of the | limited energy in a fearless task to | death, but liberating them from the |heard in the world again, weuld 
Dual story will be produced and | amusement industry, but, by and) make this country safe for peace crippling death to which this dis- | counsel that the fight go on until the 
directed by George Waggner, start-| large. Mr. Willkie’s altruisms for| So the show will go on, with this 


ing late in July. 


show business were not too greatly 


slogan, “In the jingle of dimes, we 





ease once doomed iis victims.” 


' There could be no greater monu- 


‘ 


disease which is crippling humanity 
is no more, 
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* me too much.” 


much what was on the air 


eared ‘ 
that night or the next day? Or the | of 


next night? But along toward the 
close of the second day and into the | 
third night of program after pro- 
gram of serious music, wit&é another 
day and night similarly scheduled— 





Vox Pop Pops Off 


om page l 











Zs fs reid 
ed convincingly that radio’s handling 


the President's death and subse- 


quent developments definitely clicked 
with 
theless, it was 
non-commercial 
diet. wouldn't find favor with listen- | 


the average listener. Never- 


radio, as a steady 


what of that? ers in this section 

It should have given the U. S. a They want the Bennys, Hopes, 
definite idea of non-commercial Joan Davis and Bergens, and real- 
radio. Would the public like it day | ize the sponsors pay those bills so 


in and day out? How many less re- 
ceiving sets would there be in the 
Would the din of complaint 
against mid-news 
commercials, or all commercials, | 
gound as a squeak? What do you 
think’ What do you say? 
Sez you 


homes? 
make the cry 


In New York 
New Yorkers can take radio com- 
leave them alone, judg- 
“inquiring reporter” 
cross-section obtained in midtown 
Monday (16) at the conclusion of 
the three-day “period of mourning” 
observed by the broadcasting indus- 


merc als o1 
ing from an 


try after the’ sudden death last 
Thursday (12) of President Roose- | 
velt 

It was unanimously agreed that 


the decision by networks and local 
broadcasters to de-commercialize | 
their programs as soon as news of 
the tragedy reached them was a wise | 
one but there were a couple of sug- | 
gestions that radio should have shut 
down completely after Thursday 
night except to air important news 
bulletins on the President’s death, 
his successor’s acts and statements | 
and war reports every hour or half- | 
hour. 

One of these suggestions came |} 
from Mrs, J. Hurwitz, middle aged | 
housewife of Brooklyn. “Thursday | 
night I sat by the radio and listened 
to everything. That was because I | 
couldn't believe it was true. But by | 
Friday I knew and all that organ | 
music and talk just made me sadder | 
Of course, it was so important I 
guess the stations had to keep going 
but I didn’t listen very much—it was 
too sad.” Mrs. Hurwitz said ordi- 
narily she didn’t mind listening to 
advertising talk on the radio but 
that “if they had kept it up right} 
after the President died I would 
never buy another thing they ad- 
vertised.” 

Mrs. Robert Palmer (she wouldn't 
sav how old) housewife of Bayside, 
L. IL.. said she got a “littie tired” of 
the radio after Thursday night and | 
Friday and wished some of the reg- | 
ular programs were on. “Of course,” | 
she added, “I wouldn't want any 
jokes or things like that but it seems 
to me some of the regular people 
you get in the habit of listening to 
might have gore on in programs 
about the President. If all radio was 
like it was last week I don’t think 
I would listen to it half as much as 
I do now. Commercials don’t bother 





Dave Beaman, 41, chauffeur. of 
Sacksou Heights: “It doesi’i ~isiake 
any difference to me whether they 
advertise or not. I only listen to} 
what I want to and stop listening | 
when those announcers come on 
praising shaving cream or breakfast 
food That's the only way I can en- 
Joy it. Of course, if those big com- 


panies don’t spend money for the 
programs there wouldn’t be any 
radio. I just don’t listen when the 


commercials come on.” 

Walter Rubin, 21. student. of 
Brooklyn: “Naturally nobody 
wanted to listen to commercials | 
when all the news about the Presi- | 
dent Was on, but ordinarily commer-_ 
Clals don’t bother me too much. I) 
woudn't listen to the radio very 
often if all programs were like those 
last. week—just talking and organ 
music or records.” 

“Ain't No Santa Claus” 

A pretty, blonde secretary from 
Jersey City, Miss Helen McKay. 22, | 
likewise wasn’t bothered too much 
about plugs. “If the programs were 
the same it would be better. I sup- 
pose, not to have all that sales talk. 
But how're you going to listen to 
Frankie and Perry Como and the 
rest of the stars unless their spon- | 
ied put them on the radio. You 
don’t hear stars like that on the little | 
Stations because they can’t afford 
them. Radio as it is is all right.” 

Jim Banahan, 48, of East 37th 
street, allowed as to how commer- 
Clals or no he had stopped listening 
to the radio as of the* date they 
Stopped horse racing. 





In Hollywood 
Hollywood, April 17 
ot ‘sioning at’ Hollywood and 
‘ne in the film capital demonstrat 


| dragged on too long 


land cancelling of 


; them 


are willing to listen to plugs. 


The interviews follow: 


Dave Friedman. 45, tobacconist 


“It was the greatest tribute evel paid 


by radio. I don't think it was over- 


done and I could very well do with- 


out regular shows for the period of 
the world’s mourning.’ 

Norman Tyre. 36, attorney = 
| would have been shocked if radio 
| handled it in any other way. Net- 


works made a noteworthy contribu- 
tion at great 
maintained 

throughout.” 


Arnold 
“They did 


financial loss an 
dignified programming 


driver: 
kinda 
Sure. I missed 


Greene. 4@ Xi 
great Job. but it 


regular shows, but people weren't in | 


mood to laugh or dance. We all have 


to make sacrifices at times lke 
these. I guess.’ 
Cpl. Jess Fenton, 29: “What I 


heard I liked 
edy and 


You can't expect com- 
radio when 
everyone's Spirits are so low. Frank- 


jazz fron 


lv, I wouldn't like such solemn mu- | 


sic and tribute as steady diet, but 
t's not too much to ask of us to 


honor mernory of great man for such 


} a short time.” 


Bob Landreth. 43, filling 
operator: “It was dragged out too 
much and too repetitious. Naturally, 
liked to hear some 
favorites. but comedy and 
iazz music would have been out of 
place. Radio did a great job. but to- 
ward the end we rathel 
than hear same thing ovel and over 


we would have 
of our 


tuned out 


again.” 


Dr. Louis D. Boonshaft. 51: “In- 
spiring music made up for loss of 
other programs, No, I didn’t get 


would 
to listen to 


tired of solemn tributes and 
have been in no tempe! 


| comedy shows or hit parades.” 


Curry. 26, nurse: “It was a 
wonderful tribute to a great man, al- 
though d never voted for him 


Lucy 


I was 
in sympathy with radio’s 
handling of period 
shows 


thoroughly 
long mourning 


regula 


didn't impose too much hardship on | 


me.” 


Benny Massi. 39. waiter: “I thought | 


radio did a fine job and I was deeply 
touched by reverence and 


inspired in us by radio programs.” 


Mrs. Mary Edington, 48, house- 
wife: “The spiritual uplift brought 


us all closer to God. I was too im- 
mersed in country’s sorrow to even 
think of shows we generally hear at 
home. 


In Chicago 
Chicago, Aprii i7. 
“Vox Pop” routine 
Loop brought out the fact that ab- 
sence of plugs during the latter part 


of last week made a decided hit and | 


a large portion of the city’s listen- 
ers would just as eliminate 
permanently, 

Typical of the anti-plug brigade 
was traffic cop Abner Cunningham, 


soon 


35. at Madison and Wabash, who ! 
said: “Remember, Im here on a 
street corner all day where there's | 


a lot of noise, so it’s a relief to get 
home and hear some nice music in- 
stead of a lot of noisy blabbering 
about what sponsors have to sell.” 
Going along with plugs was H. E. 
Polland. 58-year-old floorwalker at 
the Boston Store. who recognized 
“the fact that there are lots of peo- 


ple listening who want to know 
something about products they're 
planning to buy. That’s how I 


started using my present brand of 


shaving cream. I heard about it on , 


the radio. tried it. and haven't used 


any other kind since.” 


Pickup From Hyde Park 
Nixed by Sheaffer Pen 
“Sheaffer World Parade” Sunday 

afternoon program on NBC went on 


sustaining this week (15). sponsor 
bowing out of picture when NBC 
insisted that it was going through 
with its plans for a Hyde Park 


pickup and Don Hollenbeck com- 
mentary on the interment of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt 

Reported that Craig Sheaffer, pen 
prexy and bankroiler of 
NBC to do an over- 
news on the 


company 
show, wanted 


seas pickup on wal 


i grounds that there had alreads been 


plainly evident that. 


station 


respect | 


here in the! 


, too much aired on the President's 
death and funeral and that in the 
event of a Hyde Park pickup he 
| didn’t want the Sheaffer tag iden- 
tified with the broadcast. 


Sheaffer paid the talent cost on 
the program but gets a rebate on 
| time. 
- 
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(enn emunae 
| him in the White House two or three 
times a week. 


| whatever was sent along by Wash- | 


ington pix reps. But there were 
times when Carter Barron of Loew’s. 


Frank Payette of Warner Bros.. and 


others would get calls from the 
White House, asking for specific 
films He was always. supplied | 


promptly with whatever picture he 


wanted. The President was always 
anxious to see all the newsreels pos- 
sible. And he had a personal fond- 
| ness for features with music and for 
| mystery story films. 

He couldn’t get out to see many 
| legit plays. 
| Douglas, he read many plays and 


ly discussed the 
mates, 


stage with inti- 

Ted Gamble has many stories to 
tell about his frequent visits to the 
| White House in connection with War 
| Bond drives. Gamble recalled today 
| how, at the time Italy surrendered, 


in work on grave military problems, 
he agreed to meet Ken Thompson 


and James Cagney to discuss war 
| loan drive plans. 
Last time he met with industry 


people was on Dec. 19, day before his 
fourth inaugural. Nicholas Schenck 
| and state chairmen of March of 
Dimes came to Washington to plan 
the 1945 March of Dimes campaign. 
They went to the White House, but 
were told befdhand that the Presi- 
dent was very busy preparing for 
inauguration and planning confer- 
ence with Churchill and Stalin, and 
might give them only three or four 
minutes. 
for nearly an hour. 





Sometimes he toook | 


But, according to Mrs. | 


books about the stage, and frequent- | 


and the President was up to his neck | 


The President kept them | 








EVE Day 


——_—__ Continued from page I 


vorkers and was the last ‘Roosevelt 
speech made to any large audience. 

Platters of the message will also 
be used in the drive. 

Ted Gamble, head of Treasury’s. 
| War Finance Division, has been del- 
uged with telegrams from all over 
the country, many of them from 
| picture and radio people, suggesting 
| ways in which the campaign can be 
| turned into a tribute tc FDR. Some 
{wires have suggested a complete 

change of slogan and theme, mak- 

ing the drive a memorial to the 
| great President. No decision will be 
| made on any of this for a few days. 
| First reactions are to carry the War 
| Loan on as originally planned. 
| Some suggestions have been re- 
' ceived for a bond of special denom- 
ination bearing Roosevelt's picture. 
This idea is being considered fav- 
orably. 


| A new War Loan poster, memori- 
| alizing Roosevelt, is now in work. 
If V-E Day comes before May 10, 
the 7th War Loan is expected to 
become the First Victory Loan to be 
dedicated to FDR. 


"FDR Air Tribute 


I. _-—« Continued from page | oe 
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industry was there such a sustained 


period when the b.o. aspects of 
broadcasting were completely ig- 
nored. Radio's coverage of D-Day 


last June—the only other momentous 
occasion that even approximated the 
recapturing of time to keep the pub- 
lic posted on a fateful event—was 
marked by only a single day of pro- 
gram cancellations and absence of 
commercials. 

Particularly significant was the 
manner in which all network and 
local station programming, from the 
first flash of the President’s death 
to long past the funeral rites, was 
keyed to the mood and 
the tragic event. 
blackout on comedy shows during 
ihe period of mourning, program 
formats underwent quick and dras- 
tic changes, and those few commer- 
cial shows that did go on before 
any semblance of normalcy was re- 
stored on Monday (16), were limited 
almost exclusively to institutional 
| plugs or eulogies of the President. 


tempo of | 
There was a total | 


a 


Albany, April 17. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt manifested 
keen interest in legitimate, film and 
| radio show business during his two 
terms as Governor of New York 
| State, 1928-30 and 1930-32. A lover 
of the legitimate stage, he regularly 
! attended performances of the Capital 
Players a stock company with 


weekly guests, and of traveling 
shows at the Capitol theatre. In| 
fact. Oscar J. Perrin, dean of Al- 
bany managers, said Friday (13) 


that Gov. Roosevelt had helped to 
prolong the engagement of the stock 
troupe, aiding it especially 
a ticket sale promotion 
velt. continued Perrin 
at the Executive Mansion many 
stars who appeared with the Capitol 
Players and with traveling attrac- 
tions He often sent one of the 
Governor's big cars to the Capitol 
to transport troupers to the Mansion 
lon Eagle Street. Perrin’s son, Keyes, 
then an actor in children’s parts, 
wes one of those whom Mr. Roose- 
| velt entertained 


never too 
to cooperate with the Capitol 
theatre on publicity and promotion 
| He frequently 
| the Executive Offices on the second 
| floor of the Capitol and always dis- 
played a willingness to have pic- 
tures taken with him. Mr. Roose- 
velt attended the stock perform- 
ances on Friday evenings, being in 
a party of eight. Mrs. 
usually accompanied him. Mr. 
Roosevelt was a discerning and ap- 
preciative critic of acting and direct- 
ing. according to Perrin, who fre- 
| quently talked with him. His taste 
leaned to light comedy; he did not 
care much for “heavy stuff.” 
Avid Film Fan 

He was also an avid motion pic- 
ture fan The fact that he suf- 
fered seriously from the after effects 
of poliomyelitis—his movements from 


Gov Roosevelt was 


DUSYV 


1928 through 1932 were perhaps 
| more constricted than they were 
| later. when he improved mobility 
| with the continued use of braces 
|jand a cane—made it necessary for 


FDR to stay in the Executive Man- 
sion much of the time at night. He 
generally had two shows weekly at 
the Mansion. Exchanges on Film 
| Rew donated the films, the bookings 
being handled by Charles A. Smak- 
witz, assistant zone manager for 
Warner Theatres. Branch offices 
were always ready to send the latest 
pictures, on a telephoned request. 

Among the guests at the perform- 
j} ances in the Mansion—it is fally 
equipped for screenings—were Judge 
Samuel Rosenman, Mr. _ Roose- 
| velt's counsel, and Mrs. Rosenman; 
James J. 
Governor, and Mrs. Mahoney, and 
employees of the Mansion and the 
Executive Office. The latter two 
groups were’ regularly invited. 
Friends from Albany and other com- 
munities also attended. Film shows 
were often arranged after Mansion 
dinners, 


FDR was confronted with no im- 
portant legislation affecting show 
business excepting a bill repealing 
the so-called motion picture censor- 
| ship law, introduced by Abbot Mof- 
fat Low, now with the State Depart- 
ment. A very strong show of opposi- 
tion by representatives of the three 
| major faiths and of other important 
groups caused Low (later chair- 
man of the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee), to announce he would 
never have put the measure in were 
he aware of their opposition. A 
serious attempt to knock out the 
, censorship law was made during the 
regime of FDR's predecessor, Alfred 
E. Smith. who voiced outspoken op- 
position to it as “un-American.” It 
was Gov. Smith who suggested that 
the reviewing and licensing of films 
be placed in the State Education 
Dept.—this was done in 1927—when 
he became convinced that the Leg- 
islature would not vote for repeal. 

Starts Radio Bally in ‘32 
FDR's use of radio, one of hi 





strongest assets during the 1932 cam- | 
paign and after election to the presi- | 


dency, was perfected during his two 
terms as Governor. He 
course, attracted attention as an out- 
standing air speaker during the 
“Battle of Madison Square Garden” 
at the 1924 Presidential convention 
when Mr. Roosevelt served as floor 
| leader for Al Smith. 


those broadcasts and subsequent | 
ones, including originations at the 
Houston convention in 1928, when 


| FDR helped Mr. Smith win the nom- 
j ination, were heard in this area via 


through | 
Gov. Roose- | 
entertained | 


welcomed actors in| 


Roosevelt | 


Mahoney, secretary to the, 


had, of 


Incidentially, | 


FDR Revealed Keen Show Biz Interest 
As N. Y. Gov.; Fought Censorship of Pix 


By JAMES L. CONNORS 


WGY. Gov. Roosevelt used the pow- 
erful Schenectady station. manv 
times between 1928 and 1932. It was 
over WGY in the early part of 1932 
that he made a series of “Reports to 
the People” on the various State de- 
partments, these being the precurs- 
ors of the later, famed fireside chats.” 
The broadcasts originated in the Ex- 
ecutive Mansion and featured the 
technique which he subsequently 
employed with such mastery in the 
White House 

“Variety tavorably reviewed the 
series in its radio columns—perhaps 
the first time FDR had been “caught” 
by a nationally-circulated publica- 
tion in the broadcasting filed. Chief 
differences between the WGY talks, 
| on Monday evenings. and the Wash- 
| ington-Hyde Park fireside chats were 
that they dealt largely with appro- 
| priations, and they were given with 
| little attempt to lighten them by 
FDR's latter technique of leavening 
the serious with the humorous and 
anecdotal. The intimate voice, the 
trick of talking to listeners as though 
they were in the parlor. the friendly 
manner, the “Friends and Neigh- 
bors” greeting. were all employed 
| with a smoothness that a professional 
| performer might env, 
as FDR got into the 
of course got better. 

As Governor. he was considered 
by officials of WGY and other sta- 
tions to be extremely  radio-con- 
scious—one of the first important 
| holders of public office to recognize 
its efficacy as a medium for reach- 
ing the masses. The fact his physi- 
is condition forced FDR to stay 
close to the microphone helped him 
|to become an broad- 
| caster. 








The scripting, 
national field, 


outstanding 


! Mimics Do Fast Bovine 
On FDR-Eleanor Impresh 


| The amusement industry and its 
| people, since 1932, have found a fund 
of humor in their impressions of 
{Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt. A 
| number of performers have achieved 
|a prominence akin to fame by their 
impersonations of the President and 
First Lady. The “Eleanor and 
Franklin” jokes have become le- 
gion, and’so have many others deal- 
ing with various aspects of the 
Roosevelt household or their tenancy 
in the White House. Even Fala, the 
President's scottie. has achieved his 
share of prominence. 

As a gesture of good taste, show 
people are expected to change all 
that now. And so, as one Broad- 
way wag remarked. it may well 
throw a lot of comics and gag writers 
out of work. 


Dean Marphy Revises Act 
Chicago, April 17. 

Dean Murphy. a close friend of 
President and Mrs. Roosevelt, and 
frequently called “the President’s 
favorite impressionist,” was playing 
at the Chicago theatre here Thurs- 
day afternoon when informed of Mr. 
Roosevelt's death. He immediately 
dropped the impression of the First 
Lady and revisea that of the Presi- 

dent to an entire serious vein. 





Switch Legit References 

| Lines referring to or mentioning 
ithe President and Mrs. Roosevelt in 
Broadway legit shows have been 
hastily deleted or changed but all 
switches were not effected by the 
Thursday (12) evening performance. 

Probably the most radical changes 
were made in “Laffing Room Only,” 
Winter Garden. All bits in which 
Mrs. Roosevelt was travestied were 
dropped entirely on the evening of 
the President's death. When the 
Olsen and Johnson musical first 
opened there criticism over the 
welter of gags about the First Lady; 
in fact, there were few out front 
who did not agree the bits as being 
tantamount to ridicule. 

In “A Bell for Adano,” Cort, there 
were two dialect lines with Mr. 
Roosevelt mentioned, one being 
(long) “Live President.” It pro- 
| duced a dull thud on Thursday. It 
was changed to “Live La Guardia,” 
which in subsequent performances 
drew hearty laughter. It is stated 
that New York’s mayor is the sec- 
|ond best-known American in Italy, 
locale of the war drama. Another 
line, on sending congratulations to 
Roosevelt, now reads that the mes- 
sage be sent “to your country.” 

In “The Hasty Heart.” Hudson, @ 
| line about “vitamins and Roosevelt” 
‘has been changed to Santa Claus. 
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Spencer Tracy and Katharine Hepburn 
delight Radio City Music Hall crowds in 
“Without Love.” 
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More stars than there are in Heaven in 
M-G-M’s Technicolossal “Ziegfeld Follies” 
— the last word! 
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Keep Selling Bonds! 
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“Son of Lassie” Technicolor sequel is 
even greater than the first beloved hit. 








Ginger Rogers, Lana Turner, Walter 
Pidgeon, Van Johnson in ““Week-End at 
the Waldorf.” Another “Grand Hotel”! 














A Big One! Frank Sinatra, Kathryn 
Grayson, Gene Kelly in the Technicolor 
Musicalulu, “Anchors Aweigh.” 
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“Hold High the Torch” brings Elizabeth 
Taylor to her “National Velvet” millions, 
Lassie too and Technicolor. 


on lle: 














Tempestuous romance between Greer 
Garson and Gregory Peck in “Valley of 
Decision.” Great! 








RA 


It’s box-office! Hedy Lamarr, Robert 
Walker, June Allyson in “Her Highness 
and the Bellboy.” 


, 












“Our Vines Have Tender Grapes” co-stars 
Edward G. Robinson and America’s dar- 
ling, Margaret O’Brien. Terrific! -_ 
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“Volanda and the Thief” another Big 
M-G-M Technicolor romance with Fred 
Astaire, Lucille Bremer and more. 



























Watch Capitol World Premiere Judy 
Garland- Robert Walker in “The Clock” 
—a glorious hit! 


| es 













That romantic Van Johnson and Esther 
Williams in “Thrill of A Romance” with 
Technicolor and plenty more! 












Judy Garland tops her “St. Louis” fame 
in “The Harvey Girls.” Big cast. Techni- 
color too! 








Watch “They Were Expendable,” the 
greatest production project of our time! 
Robert Montgomery and Big Cast! 
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N.Y. Off Sharply But ‘Scandal'-Scott, 
Miles-Hartmans Strong 75G, ‘Crime’ 
Mild 136, ‘Seeing You-Kaye 706, 2d 


000 


Broadway total is off sharply this 


week due to Roosevelt's untimely |and Joan Edwards, was exceptionally Strand (Silverman) (2,000; 50-60) 
death and closing of all theatres, | fine $72,000. —Bell Tolls” (Par). Opened Mon- 
Saturday (14) up to 6 p.m. except| State «Loew's) (3.450; 43-$1.10) day (16). Last week, “Practically | (20th) 
for Warner's Strand and Holly wood, | “Patrick the Great’ (U) (Ist run) Yours” (Par) and “Double Exposure” 
which remained dark all day. How- | and. on stage. Jay Jostyn (Mr. Dis- | (Col) «2d wk), trim $10,000 
eve ome houses are still doing | trict Attorney on radio). Gus Van, | econmanem 
ELICE , arhe On Thurs- Watson Sisters, others. Conside. 
‘ (12) ter news of FDR's everything, good at $25,000 or ove! 6 9 
ceall ue declined around 25° | Last week, “Tonight, Every Night oll orte 
and wi } about that much all of | (¢o]) «2d run), plus Ann Corio, Nar 
Friday. Those houses ch opened | Rae and Mrs. Waterfall, Modern 
it 6 o'clock Sat day day of the aires. excellent $32.000 e ° 
; :  tomggael hema 8 Strand (WB) 2.756: 60-$1.20) $13 (00 in Pitt 
py £00 ‘ n Sunday cure . I ? . 
: [Ol € ol year God Is Co Piloy WB) ee aru 9 ® 
} } Calloway or ith wk) Having 
Or ¢ € vi (lo). deaa- ’ cual 1 Saturday (14) Gn } ” ; 
ine r fi VY. Y. State income tax, been Ute egy a ee am Pittsburgh, April 17 
was generally brisk 6 days will be $ - 000 nie npn tea Biz naturally socked everywhere 
Several new shows were caught by good enough. Phird we “ weichs = Y | by the death of Roosevelt. First-run 
aor ra eo of the past strong $51,000 “Horn it Midnis it houses, with exception of Penn and 
eek, among them the ival at the (WB) and Vaughn Monroe orch open | Fulton, were down all day Saturday: 
Roxy. Last Wednes« (11), house Friday (20) those two opened at 6 pm. Likely 
brought in “Roval Scandal.” with Victoria (Maurer) (720; 70-$1.20) eader is “Roughly Speaking.” at 
Hazel Scott. Jackie Miles. Dick |“Thunderhead” (20th) ‘(5th wk). | Penn, although even this won't be 
3rown and the Hartmans on stage Looks about $11,000, oke. while pre 100 big 
In spite of everyt owever. first | vious stanza was good $15.600. Holds Estimates for Thie Week 
veek ended last night (Tues.) at a Saeenes ee =o apeeeaenges Fulten ‘Shea) (1,700; 40-65) 
st $ 000. State. pli g “Patrick Mono) due April 25 rnunderhead” (20th) (3a wi) 
: e Great” ¢ a ky Ws Latest h.o. is only 4 days ‘actually 
Josty radi M Attor- e three vith Sat. shutdown) Fal 
a tes: syn ogee ne , , ; ¥ Carroll Vanities” (Rep) opens to- 
other's in persen, also hasno sauawks | A TMOKYQW BYISK renew tWeads Brctnine cen 
St SFOUNG Seajowl OF emer, likely slim $1,500. Last week, good 
Hav y Wonderful Crime Ss un- $6 500 
ap to gel an re than a mild| 1/ ° ® Harris (Harris) (2,200; 40-65) 
“Ty ‘ Mint — ’ which came in ] y OE 1 ppm i (Col) . ian start 
; tecnplarigge = yas Spr aes ony /) vill hold gross down to $11,000 in 6 
into Globe, Saturd: (14), isnt so hot , ‘ : a6 .. 
“as Bet ppc te espe > shout $15,000 ow : _ care. Last week, “House Franken- 
Most amazing of holdovers. in view Philade Iphia, April 17 petal ‘U ', in at last minute. okay 
of 6!5-dav week. is the terrific $108.- Death of Preside nt Roosevelt cast $8.900 in 6 days. : ae : 
000 er more that the Music Hall will | 2 pall over Philly's show belt Tt urs- | Penn (Loew s-UA ) (3,300 40 65) 
vet this st are fee “With- day and Friday with houses all Roughly Speaking (WB) Will 
Bc. ters Rites No 5 shapers On th | darkened Saturday But Sunday's | have to be satisfied with about $13.- 
—_ Love M4, oo eee ore Easter bullish attendance is ping. Spike , 000. Got a little extra lift by reope: 
i gee ig mi dropped a, to- | Jones’ initial appearance here cou- | ing Saturday at 6 p.m. Last week, 
night (Wed * hough nearly $20,000 pled with “Destiny” is setting a|‘“National Velvet” (M-G) (2d wk) 
under its socko opening week, Cap- | nice marie at Earle, as is “Murder, big $11,500. 
itol still will be in the chips, with | wy Sweet” and “Tomorrow, the! Ritz (WB) (800: 40-65)—“Music 
“lll Be Seeing You.” the Sammy | wrywags oo oe eee : ; aa ee : ne Lames 
Kaye band, Paul Winchell and Ro- ate, BO epening tite sense eeiiiions  (m-) (3d wk). Moveove 
sario and Antonio team. at an indi- | Estimates for This Week Hardly will do $2.000 Loy we ek. 
cated $70.000. Other holdovers are Aldine (WB) ha 40-85) i ' Bon joag Berlin (WB), $2.500, also 
mild to okay to Remember” (Col) (3d wk) go) at eat , -_ = 
oti : - ‘Thi , | $12,000 after husky $16,800 second Senator (Harris) | (1,750; 40-65) 
Estimates for This Week } . + se Frz > > J) ad 
Astor ‘(City Inv.) (1,140; 60-$1.25) | Tound. Baye Bb mer gl lage se 
—“Princess and Pirate” (RKO) (th |, Areadia (Sablosky) (600; 40-85)— | '¢3 no9 ” Tact week,. “Leave It 
' ee a hile | “Bell Tolls” (Par) (2d run). Opened | $3,900. Last week, Leave It to 
wk). Looks tair $16,000, while ninth - Migs } Blondie” (Col) and “Her . Lucky 
week was $18,000. satisfactory. Holds | Sun. (15) gag $8,000 in sigh. Night” (U), $2,500.: 
one more, with “Enchanted Cottage” } — — Haare pene Home” (M-G), | Stanley (WB) (3.800: 40-65 )—“‘God 
‘ 4 ny »s 97 | le J, 5 i \ = “< m eae 8 
RKO) 10 open ADT 2 oo g120)-|_ Bavd. (WB) (2.360; 40-85)—~To. | 8 Co-Pilot” (WB) (2d wk). Diving 
“Be Seeing You” (UA). Sammy | Morrow the World (UA). Brisk ay in ays. Last week, fin 
Kaye orch, Paul Winchell, Rosario | re plus nice — for a. |$ Warner (WB) (2.000: 40-65)——"Na- 
and Antonio (2d wk). Should get | S®Owing at Earle. Last week, “Ex- } 1) 


stout $70.000 after first week take of | 
$89.500, new high under policy. Re- 
mains on 

Criterion ‘Loew’'s) (1.700; 60-$1.25) 
—“Sudan” (U) opens today ‘Wed.) 
after 3 weeks of “Between 2 Women” 
(M-G), finale dropping to $13,000, 
oke. Second frame was good $20,000. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,416: 60-$1.20)— 
“This Man’s Navy” ‘M-G). Opened 
here at 6 p.m. Saturday (14) and on 
first week is heading for $15,000 or 
thereabouts, okay, holding. Tenth 
week for “3 Caballeros’ (RKO) was 
off considerably at $8,500. 

Gotham (Brandt) (900; 60-$1.20)— 
“Col. Blimp” (UA) (3d wk). Okay 
$11.000 in sight; second was $12,000. 
Holds further. 

Hollywood (WB) (1.499: 50-$1.20) 
—‘Corn Is Green” (WB) (3d wk). 
Hitting a quite slow pace at indi- 
cated $14,000 for 6 days, this stanza. 
Holds. Second was sturdy $29,000. 

Palace RKO) (1.700: 60-$1.10)— 
“Having Wonderful Crime” (RKO). 
Looks only $13.000 tops, mild but 
holds. Last week, “Belle of Yukon” 
(RKO) (2d wk), mildish $16,000. 

Paramount ‘Par) (3.664: 60-$1.20) 
— “Practically Yours” (Par), Benny 
Goodman orch, Condos Bros. and 
Bob Evans (4th-final wk). Hit 
rather hard by Roosevelt's death and 
loss of Saturday matinee. But 
suitable profit at $50,000 on third 
week ended last night (Tues.). Sec- 
ond was excellent $72,000. 

Radio City Music Hall 











(Rocke- 


fellers) (5,945: 60-$1.10)—“Without 
Love” ‘(M-G), Easter pageant and 
supplemental stageshow (4th wk). 


This week, Jast for “Glory of Easter” 
spectacle. will strike a very big $108,- 
000. Picture and stageshow holds. 
Last week, terrific $128,000. 
Republic (Brandt) (1.064; 50-$1.10) 
—*‘Hitchhike to Happiness” (Rep). 
Sad at less than $2,000 for 6. days. 
Last week, “Earl Carroll's Vanities” 
‘Rep? (2d wk), thin $3.000. House 
has booked a repeat of “This Is the 
Army” (WB) for Friday (20). 
Rialto (Mayer) (594: 40-85)—"Two 
O'Clock Courage” (RKO). Curfew a 
major anti-b.o. factor here. Mild at 
around $5.500. Last week, “Mummy’s 
Curse” (U) (2d wk), okay $6,500. 
Rivoli (UA-Par) (2.092: 70-$1.25)— 
“Affairs of Susan” (Par) (4th wk). 
Hurt considerably in past week (3d) 
which ended last night ‘Tues.) at 
$32,000, though satisfactory. Second 
frame“was big $46.000. Remains on. 
“ Roxy (20th) (5,886; 60-$1.20)— 
“Royal Scandal” (20th), with Hazel 
Scott, Jackie Miles, Dick Brown and 
Hartmans on stage (2d wk). Despite 
last week's setbacks. wound up first 
round last night ‘(Tues.) at strong 


; Brooklyn” (20th), plus Victor Borge 


(RKO), satisfac- } 


periment Perilous” 
tory $19,000. 


Earle (WB) (2.760: 50-95)—"“Des- | 
tiny” (U) with Spike Jones orch. | 


Bullish $28,500, and might have done | 


more normally. Last week, “Pan- | 
Americana” (RKO) plus Raymond 
Scott orch and Gloria wean, good | 


, 


Fox (WB) (2,250: 40-85 )—‘Tree in 
Brooklyn” (20th) (3d wk). Bangup | 
$25,000. Last week, neat $25,800. | 

Karlton (Goldman) (1.000: 40-85) } 
—"“Thunderhead” (20th) 
Fairish $7,000. Last week, “Can't 
Help Singing” (‘(U), bright $8,000 
second run, 

Keith's (Goldman) 
“Dark Waters” (UA) (2d run). Fair | 
to middling $6,000. Last week, 
“Hangover Square” (20th) (2d run), | 


ditto. 
(WB) 


| 
{ 


(2d run). 





Mastbaum (4.692; 40-85)— | 
“God Is Co-Pilot” (WB) (2d wk). 
Okay $20,000. Opener was smash | 
$32,500 plus $4,000 on Sabbath Earle | 
showing. 

Stanley (WB) (2.760: 
“Woman in Window” (RKO) ° (2d | 
wk). Modest $14,000 after hefty 
$22,500 opener last week. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 40-85)— 
“Murder, My Sweet” «RKO). 
prising $17,500. Last week, “House 
Frankenstein” 
second week. 


‘Hotel’ High 156, Prov.; 
‘Pleasure’ 1036, H.0. 


Providence, April 17. 
Out of respect for Roosevelt, all 
Rhode Island theatres stayed closed 
Saturday (14) until 6 p.m. 


40-85) | 


| 
| 
| 


|55)—"Docks of N. Y.” 
| Charlie Spivak orch on stage. Week- 
end run of 3 days, big $7,500. 
week, 
and Spike Jones orch, record $10,000 
1 jn three days. 


Family” 


| in view of one-day Joss. 


{ $7,500. 


! 
(U), okay $8,500 for | 


“Tree Brooklyn” (20th) (2d wk), 
swell $13,000. 
| Metropolitan (Snider) (1,300; 44- 


(Mono) and 


Last 


“Cisco Kid Returns” (Mono) 


State 
‘Dark 


(Loew) 
Waters” 
(UA). 
Last 

and 


(3,200; 
(UA) and “3 Is a 
Disappointing $12.,- 
week, “Two Women” 


(M-G) “Nothin 


tional Velvet” (M-G). Moveovei 
Satisfying $5,500. Last week, “Music 
Millions” (M-G), $6,500 on m.o. 


J. Dorsey Ups ‘In Bag’ 
$25,000 in Mild Wash.; 
‘Song’ 246, ‘Tree’ 206 


Washington, April 17. 
With all downtown houses shut- 
tered Saturday, grosses are down 
this week. The Capitol, with Jimmy 


behind is the Earle with “A Song to 
Remember,” lauded by crix. All 


| spots had a 6-day week. 


Estimates for This Week 
Capitol ‘Léew) (3,434; 44-72)— 
“It's in Bag” (UA) with Jimmy 
Dorsey orch on stage. Okay $25,000 
Last week, 
“Thunderhead” (20th) (2d wk}, $20.- 
000. 


Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 44-72)— 
“Be Seeing You” (UA). Average 
7 Last week, “Keep Powder 
Dry” (M-G), solid $9,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,240: 30-90)—“Song 
Remember” (Col). Well treated by 
crix, neat $24,000 in 6 days. Last 


$19,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,800; 34-66) 
“Experiment Perilous” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Robust $10,500. Last week, 


marvelous $17,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,800; 30-55 )— 
“Practically Yours” (Par). Okay 
$6.000. Last week, “Tonight, Every 
Night” (Col), $8,000 in 10 days. 





(2d wk), nice $10,500. 

Cariton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-55) | 
—“Tree in Brooklyn” (20th) (2d | 
run). From Majestic for third down- 
town week, healthy at $6,000. Last | 
week, “Roughly Speaking” (WB) (3d | 
downtown wk), good $4,000. 

Fay’s (Fay) (2,000; 44-55)— 
“Drums Along Mohawk” ‘WB) (re- 
issue) and vaude. Peppy $7.500. Last 


week, “Have, Have Not” (WB) ‘2d 
run) and vaude, $6,500. 
Majestic (Fay) (2.200: 44-60)— 








$75,000. Second week of “Tree in 


“Hotel Berlin” «<WB). Packing them 
in for solig $15,000. Last week, 








Heavy Pal ( ) (2778- -77)— 
rush when houses reopened helped “Tree in Oe Re _ 
but nig a — the monetary loss | $20.000. Last week. “Bell Tolls*t:- 
caused by the closing. Grosses look | (Par). ‘ , 
healthy all around. CFSE ?, ORS Ot. FERNS. = 

Estimates for This Week i ‘ 
Albee (RKO) (2,100: 44-60)— | BRING GIRLS’ BRISK 
“Sudan” (U) and “Power of the 
Whistle” (Col). Opens Wednesday 
(18). Last week, “It’s a Pleasure” $17,000 TOPS CINCY 
(RKO) and “House of Fear” ‘U) ’ ’ 


Cincinnati, April 17. 

Exhibs are not thinking in terms 
of b.o. this week. They are merely 
g0ing through ‘workaday motions and 
patrons are momentarily mourning 
the loss of Roosevelt. “Bring on 
Girls” is fronting three newcomers 
by a wide margin. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,100; 44-70)—*Bring 
on Girls” (Par). Big $17,000. Last 
week, “Practically Yours” (Par), 
wham $20,000. 

Capitol ‘RKO) (2,000: 44-70)- 
“Unseen” (Par). Mild $6,500. Last 


But Trouble” | 
| (M-G) (2d wk), solid at $12,000. 


week, “Hotel Berlin” (WB) (2d wk), 





week, “It's a Pleasure” (RKO) (2d 
} run), ditto. 

Family (RKO) (1.000; 30-40)— 
'“Guy, Gal” ‘Col) and “Castle of 


; Crimes” (PRC) split with “Ox-Bow 
| Incident” 


(20th) 
(reissues ). 


and “China Girl” 
Normal $2,400. 


|Last week, “Fog Island’ «PRC) and 


“Go Steadv”™ (Col) divided with “Son 


of Fury” (20th) (reissue) and “Hong- 
kong Nights” tIndie), okay $2.600 

Grand (RKO) (1.430 44-70) 
Practically Yours (Par) (m.o.). 
Nifty $8.000 Last week Suspect” 
iU). $6,000 

Keith's ‘United) (1.500: 44-70) 
It's a Pleasure” t(RKO) Second 
transfer for third downtown fling 
Mild $4,000 Last week, Ministry 
Feat (Par), about same 

Lyric (RKO) (1.400; 44-70)—"Tor- 
rid Zone (WB) and “9 Lives Not 
Enough” «WB) ‘Creissues). Surpris- 
inglv stout $6,500. Last week, “Hang- 
over Square” (20th) (m.o.}, thin $3.- 


500 in 6 days 
Palace «RKO) 
(Uy) 


(2.600; 44-70)—"Su- 
Modest $10,000. Last week, 
House” +UA), $10,500 
(RKO) 2.100; 44-70) 
National Velvet”. (M-G). Second h.o 
esl} All right $4.500 after big $7,000 


dan” 
Gi 
Shubert 


iest in 


( K 


Ink Spots Boost 


Fear’ 276, Cleve. 


Clevelana, April 17 
“Tree Grows in Brooklyn” at Hipp 
and “Bring On the Girls” at State, 
are showing double-barreled power 
this stanza. For combo bills, “House 
of Fear.” backed by Ink Spots, Ella 


Fitzgerald and Cootie Williams’ band, 
heftv week. 
closed till 6 
Warner 


is giving Palace a 


aowntown spots were 


p.m. Saturday, and houses 
all day. 
Estimates for This Week 
Allen (RKO) (3,000; 44-65)—“Song 
(Col). Moveover looks 


Last week, “3 Cabal- 


Remember” 
sweet $8,500 


leros” (RKO) (m.o.), oke $5,000 
Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 44-65)— 
“Tree in Brooklyn” (20th) Big 


$22,000 in 6 days. Last week, “Song 
Remember” ‘Col), swell $23,000 


Lake (Warners) ‘800; 44-65)—‘3 
Caballeros” (RKO) Routine $1,500 
in 6 davs, third week downtown 
Last week, “Hotel Berlin” «WB) 
(m.o.), good $3,200. 

Ohio ‘Loew’'s) (1.200; 44-65)— 
|“*Unseen” (Par) (2d wk). Surpris- 
| ingly husky $7,000. Last week, “Be- 
tween 2 Women” (‘(M-G) ‘m.o.), 
$6,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3.700; 55-95)— 
“House of Fear” ‘U) plus Ink Spots, 


Ella Fitzgerald and Cootie Williams 
orch on stage. Stagebill is the draw. 
Grand $27,000. Last week, “Having 
| Wonderful Crime” ‘¢RKO)~ with 


(40-85 )— Dorsey’s band on stage, plus “It’s in | “Sons O’ Fun” unit, slightly under 
} the Bag,” will lead the parade. Close | 


par at $19,000. 


State ‘Loew’'s) (3,450: 44-65)— 
“Bring On Girls” (Par). Breezy 
$17.000. Last week, “National Vel- 
| vet” «M-G) (2d wk), pleasing $14,- 
000. 

Stillman ‘Loew’'s) (2,700: 44-65)— 
,“National Velvet’ ‘(M-G). Lively 
$9,000 on third round downtown. 
Last week, “Unseen” (Par), great 
$11,000. 


‘SEEING YOU’ INDPLS, 





Indianapolis, April 17. 
Closing of theatres last Saturday 
until 6 p.m. out of respect to the late 


president, and Roosevelt's death, it- 
self. are refiected in this week's 
grosses. Front runner is “I'll Be 


Seeing You,” now on a stepped-up, 
7-show a day schedule at Loew’s. 
Estimates for This Week 
Cirele ‘Katz-Dolle) (2,800: 32-55) 
="Roughly Speaking” (WB). Fair 
$9,500. Last week, “Bernadette” 
(20th), thin $7,000 on return date. 
Indiana ‘(Katz-Dolle) (3.300; 32-55) 
—‘Belle of Yukon” (RKO) and 
“Destinv” ‘(U). Slow $10,500. Last 
week. “Hotel Berlin” (WB) and 
“Girl Rush” (RKO), oke $12,500. 
Keith’s ‘Indie) (1,200: 35-65)— 
“Song Miss Julie” (Rep) and vaude, 
Modest $4.000 in 4 days. Last week, 


“Big Show-Off” (Rep) and vaude, 
| $4,800. same time. 
Loew's ‘Loew’'s) (2,450: 35-55)— 


“Be Seeing You” (UA). Socko $16.- 
000. Last week, “Thin Man Goes 
Home” (M-G) and “Eadie Was Lady” 
(Col), $13,100. 


Lyric ‘Katz-Dolle) (1.600: 32-55)— | 


“Thunderhead” (20th) and “Double 
Exposure” (Par). Dandy $6,200 on 
; moveover. Last week, “Practically 
Yours” (Par) and “Dangerous Pas- 
sage” (Par), $6,000, also m.o, 


All | 


LEADER, SMASH 166 


‘Velvet’ Sock 356, Chi: ‘Song’ Loud 186, 
Herman Ups ‘Blondie’ 326, ‘Sudan’ 20¢ 


50-60 )— | 


+ Chicago, Apyil 17 

Grosses naturally suffered from the 
effect of Roosevelt's passing, begin. 
ning with the night of his death 
(Thursday) when receipts dropped 
about 30%. Closing of houses Satyr. 
day (14) until 5 p.m. also took a 
healthy cnunk out of week-end 
grosses, 

Despite general letdown in the 
Loop, two new pictures opened very 
well, “Song to Remember.” at 





the 


| Apollo, fine $18,000, and National 
| Velvet” at the State-Lake «ek $35.. 
|000. “Here Come Waves,” held over 
for third week at the Chicago. looks 
to do $44,000, with stage show headeq 
by Dean Murphy and Hal LeRoy 
“Leave It to Blondie,” coupl th 
Woody Herman orch at Orie is 
headed for boff $32,000 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo ‘(B&K») (1,200 95-95 )— 

| Song Remember” (Col). Fine $18.- 
000. Last week, ““Meet Me St. Louis” 

(M-G) (3d wk). okay $11.000 
Chicago (B&K) (3.900: 55-95)—~ 
‘Here Come Waves” (Par) ‘(3d wk) 
with stage show headed by Dean 
Murphy, Hal LeRoy. Strong $44.000. 
Last week, sturdy $49,000 

Garrick (‘(B&K) ‘900 55-95 )— 
‘Hangover Square” (20th) (2d wk), 
Nifty $12,000. Last week. big $15,000 
Grand (RKO) (1,150: 55-95 Ex 


periment Perilous” 
Blonde” 


(RKO) and “What 
(RKO) (2d cil 
Mild $6,000. Last week, “Here Come 
Co-eds” (U) and “House of Fear” 
(U), 6 days, and “Experiment Peril- 
ous” (RKO) and “What a Blonde” 
(RKO), 1 day, pleasing $9.200 
Oriental (Iroquois) (3,240; 44-95)— 
‘Leave to Blondie” (Col) and Woody 
Herman orch on stage. Rugged $32.- 
000 Last week, “Tomorrow the 
World” (UA) (2d wk) Chico 
Marx heading stage show, fat $30,000, 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 55-95 )-—"Su- 
|} dan” (U) and “I'll Remember April” 
(U). Pert $20,000. Last week. “Ex- 
periment Perilous” (RKO) and “What 
a Blonde” (RKO) 6 days. “Sudan” 
jand “April” 1 day, brisk $21,000 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500: 55-95)— 
“Hotel Berlin” (WB) ‘(2d wk). Snap- 
py $25,000. . Last week vigorous 
$31,000. 
} State-Lake (B&K) ¢2.700: 55-95)— 


| 
LOuop? 


and 


“National Velvet” (M-G). Sock $35, 
|000. Last week, “Have, Have Not” 
(6th wk), 6 days, and “Velvet,” 1 day, 


| bright $21,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1.700; 55-95) 
|—“Tree Grows Brooklyn” (20th) 
(5th wk). Swell $19,000. Last week, 
$22.000. 
| Woods (Essaness) (1.200: 55-95)-— 
|“It’s a Pleasure” (RKO) ‘4th wk). 
Good $9,000. Last week, trim $12,000, 





‘In Bag’ Fancy $15,000, 
Balto; ‘Yours’ OK 166, 
‘Waves’ Hot 126 in 3d 


Baltimore, April 17. 

Trade here was off with full and 
partial closing by downtowners on 
Saturday (14) nicking totals. Of new- 
comers, “Practically Yours” is faring 
well at the Stanley and there's some 
action also reported for “It's in the 
Bag” at Loew’s Century. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 20- 
60)—“In the Bag” (UA). Saturday 
6 p.m. opening hurt, but oke at $15.- 
000. Last week, “National Velvet” 
(M-G) (2d wk), aHright $15,800 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-74) — “Pan-Americana”’ ‘RKO) 
plus Gloria Jean and Dean Hudson 
j orch. Original 6-day booking cut to 





five by all-day closing Saturday. 
Okay $14,000 in 5 days. Last week, 
“It's a Pleasure” (RKO) (‘2d wk), 


Keith’s (Schanberger ) 
60)—"“Here Come Waves” (Par) ‘3d 
|wk). Holding well at $12.000 after 
| fine second round to $15.400. Closed 
| til 6 p.m. Sat. 
| Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-55)— 
“Sing Song Texas” (Col). All-day 
Sat. closing cut take to below aver- 
age, $3,500. Last week, “Gets Her 
Man” (U), $4,100. 

New (Mechanic) (1,680: 20-60)— 
“Thunderhead” (20th) ‘2d wk). 
Maintaining pace at $5,000 after okay 
$6,600 initialer. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280: 25-65)— 
“Practically Yours” (Par). Doing 
g0od business at $16,000 despite all- 
cay Sat. shuttering. Last week, 
“Roughly Speaking” (WB) ‘2d wk), 
strong $12,300. 

Valencia (Loew’'s-UA) (1.840: 20- 
| 60 )—“‘National Velvet” (M-G) «move- 
lover). Good action at $7.000. Last 
week, “Nothing But Trouble” «M-G), 
mild $3,700. 


LA CAVA’S ‘VENUS’ BEEF 


Hollywood, April 17. 

Mary Pickford postponed the #te't 
of “One Touch of Venus” from June 
'15 to July 1 because of Gregory La 
| Cave’s resignation as directo! 
| La Cava walked out after clashes 
| with the producers over handling of 
| the script. 
| Kurt Weill has arrived and Mary 
‘Martin is due June 1. 


| Steady $13,200. 
(2.460: 20- 
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Wednesday, April 18, 1945 


Thisis Yvonne DeCarlo, the 
girl whom Walter Wanger 
selected from among 
20,000 American beauties to 
play Salome in his Techni- 
color production, “Salome, 
Where She Danced.” 


She looks like a million, and 
that’s just the half of it; the 
other half is talent. In addi- 
tion to being beautiful, she 
isa fine actress and hasa great 
gift for dancing and singing. 


Universal believes her to be 
box-office dynamite. 


YVONNE DeCARLO.- ROD CAMERON - DAVID BRUCE - WALTER SLEZAK + ALBERT DEKKER 
Marjorie Rambeau °'J. Edward Bromberg ° screenplay by Laurence Stallings * From the original story by Michael J. Phillips 
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She’s “An Eyeful 
...says Walter Winchell 
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Directed by CHARLES LAMONT Associate Producer, ALEXANDER GOLITZEN Preduced by WALTER WANGER 
A ONIVERSAL PICTURE 














PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 18, 1945 





L. A. Off; Pleasure’ Best Bet, 376 in 2 
Spots, Sudan’ Okay 506 in 4, ‘Millions’ 
Thin 266 for 3, ‘Yours’ Big 286, 3d Wk. 


1500, and holds. Last week, “Eadie 
Was Lady” (Col) and “Rough and 
ee a Ready” ‘Col), thin $6,300. 
La es: ee ea ae Music Box (H-E) (850; 45-80)— 
Closing of theatres last nae | “Music Millions’ (M-G) (3d. wk). 
for Roosevelt's funcral resulted in } B d ¢ iG 4500 in 4 davs. Last week, 
about 20% boxoffice loss for the day, roa way FOSSes | Loe 80D : 
it’s figured here. But business gen- | --- | Music Hall (H-E) (2.200: 45-80) 
erally was good the preceding Friday | gstimatea Total Gross 3 Is Family” tUA) and “Dangerous 
and on Saturday (15). However, the Phis Week $494,500 | Passage” (Par). Okay $7,000. Last | 
weeks to a mas cae shuttering ‘Based on 16 rieatres) week, “Bernadette” (20th), neat $8,- | 
Of new tsa P ure” looks re i ls ; 800 in 8 days 
best at an estimate $37.000 in tw o Yotal “= Same Week sedi nee Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80) 
spots. “Sudan.” teamed with “IH Re ag aie 9 He Belle of Yukon” (RKO) and “House 
member April ; heading for an (Based on 15 theatres) lof Fear” (U) (2d wk). Big $9,000 o1 
Okay $50.00 tour theatres _ ; - =| over in 5 days after smash $15,500 | 
Bre Millions” and The last week 
Great Flamari ° vaaye Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-$1) 
) ne th i three 1 cst ‘Scan al ad ‘Alaska” «Mono?r plus stage. Good 
-Practical Your ae oldove $9.000. Last week, “Docks of N. Y.” 
with nifty $28,000 foi ... a (Mono) with vaude, nice $10,100. 
in two spots. “Roughly Speaking - ” Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80) 
In three Warner theatres, which 13G “Thunderhead” (20th) (2d wk). Solid | 
¢losed down all day Saturday, Is do- | in ] * e $9,500 in 5 days after superb $18,800 
Ing $26,000 or close on third stan loot wack 
Estimates for This es eek on fansas C vi 7 Roosevelt ‘Sterling «800; 45-80) 
Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,518; 50- a pee. Bg ln ocin A “rake Placid Serenade” (Rep). Fine 
et) ~ ect 7) ane " I es “pte 11 iny we ithe reflected “in lower | $4,500. Last week, “Frisco Sal” (U) | 
Apri —! Moa st 3! O00 . Last ' OSSeS , the deluxers here this | (2d wk), oke $6,100 
week, “Thin M: n Ho ne (M-G) and ahs The eniner ik “I'll Be Se Winter Garden (Sterling) (800: 25- 
“Nothing But Trouble ‘M-G), fail nde Poss ¢ oe Sow titittaoa wat ‘A |50)—"30 Seconds Tokyo” (M-G) and | 
sip : : ) f Royal Scanda lay -and-date at Es- | “Dixie Jamboree” «PRC) (3d run) 
Chinese Ay we : O48 o quire, Upt nm and Fairway. nearly i Brisk $3.500. Last week, “Hollywood 
A) = Ea bot fe oees Man" s strong | Canteen” (WB) (3d run), $3,100 
oe A - “tr  acirty eG), $11. 800. | Estimates for This Week 
Dewntewn (WB) (1.800: 50-$1) Esquire, Uptown and = Fairway | . ‘ ) 
“Rouchly Sneakine” (WR) (3d wk), | (Fox-Midwest) (820, 2,043 and 700; | H b S] B S d 
ems ir ‘ter $1 10 0, ia dbo k, good 40-60)—"“Royal Scandal” (20th). u Ips ut u an 
$16 50) Spicy $13,000 or Over. Last week, | 166, ‘6 ° Yy ; 376, 
Egyptian ‘F-WC). (1,538: 50-$1) ‘Tree Grows in Brooklyn (20th) (2d | eeing ou 
“Dorian: Gray” (M-G) (3d wk). | W%!. 8000 ote ¥ an ve 
> me ‘ aon oll I ‘ (Loew's) (3,500: 45-65)— 
$10,400, eer meer, SORDe Sere Se Sering You" (UA). Stout $14. | In 2 Spots, Both Okay 
Four Star ‘UA-WC) ‘900: 50-$1)- | 000. Last M sine Ss sae i | Boston. Jan 
“Thin Man” ‘M-G) and “Trouble” text satan _ a 7 } School vacations partly ely re- | 
“Han a oe ah (doth) . poe | New man (Paramount) (1,900: 46- | covery after shock of President 
“Swing Saddle” (Col), $5,300. | 65)—“Objective, Burma” (WB). Po- | Roosevelt's death plus Saturday 
Guild (F-WC) (968; 50-$1)- 5 Seer $12,500. Last week, Bring On | afternoon closing. Balmy weather 
“Brewster's Millions” UA) and | Girls” (Par) (2d wk , smooth $10,500 b ; eee ee cd 
“Great Flamarion” ‘Rep) About | after boff $13,500 initialer. also hit boxoffices. “Objective, Bur- 
$6,500 ca "week “9 Caballeros” | Orpheum ‘RKO) (1,500; 46-65)— | ma” climbing steadily at Metropol- 
(RKO) and “Big Show-Off” (Rep), | “God Is Co-Pilot” (WB) and “Jade !itan. Sonja Henie ended third big 
‘losed at $3.900 | Mask” (Mono) (2d wk). Nifty $10,- | week at Keith Memorial in “It’s a 
, ali “iG&S) 1.100: 50-$1)— | 000. Opener was strong $13,000. | Pleasure,” with “Sudan” a promis- 
“ wes Soonin”? (ia ‘ a Vs | Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,100; 39-60)— | ing successor 
Phantom Speaks” (Rep) and “Vam- ow - FO) (Par) sad “Tow gS ssor. ae 
— Ghost” (Rep). Neat $8,000. | “Double Exposure al 1 B own Estimates for This Week 
szast week, “Betrayal From East” | Went Wild (PRC) a a Boston (RKO) (3.200: 50-$1.10) 
(RKO) and “Rogues Gallery (PRC) | B ane GHG Mage Gre t Fi: uy n” “Having Wonderful Crime” (RKO), 
(3d wk-8 days), closed at $2, 300. 000. —. p eck. ye aroneen with Bonita Granville, Milt Britton 
Elite (G&S) (900; 50-80 )— Phan- (Rep) an Lights woe Non gered vie orch, others, on stage. Fair $22,000. 
tom Speaks (Rep) and ‘Vampire's | vith Mary Beth Hughes and vaude, Last week, “House of Fear” (U) plus 
Ghost” | (Rep). Only $2,500. Last trim $10,200. |Tommy Dorsey orch, wow $45,000. 
‘week, “Betrayal” (RKO) and “Gal- |! Fenway (M-P) (1.373: 40-74)- 
ae — on ee Se é ° ’ °° “Practically Yours” (Par). Fairish | 
on finale. pee feed ST = 
Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 50-$1)— Tonight Fairish 126, ‘aan a Tree in Brookly: 
“Roughly Speaking” «WB) (3d wk). | o yuu. ; : e 
; 5 »k . Majestic (Shubert) (1,500; 40-74 )- 
= $8,000 Last week, neat $13,- | Tops ’ ville Filmers; “Mr. nceceincoent (UA). Okay $5,000. 
Los, Angeles (D'town-WC) (2,097: | ‘Caball Mild 1G: | Last week, “3 Caballeros” (RKO), 
50-$1 )—‘ Dorian Gray” (M-G) (3d eros l eo (RKO) (2.900: 40-75 )— 
ek aie a at a Louisville, April 17. “Sudan” (U) and “I'll Remember 
Orpheum ‘(D'town) (2,200: 65-85)! Theatre biz reflected the shock} April” (U). Good $16,000. Last 
—“Fashion Model” (Mono) with} felt over news of Roosevelt’s death. | week, “It’s a Pleasure” (RKO) and 
Artie Shaw orch on stage. Big $28,- — downtown houses were closed |“Crime Doctor's Courage” (U) (2d 
000. Last week, “Nevada” (Rep) | Witil 6 o’clock Saturday (14). Rialto | wk), robust $24,000. ss P 
with “Gay 90's” revue, so-so $18,000, | With “Three Caballeros” lost consid- | Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 40-74) 
Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 50-$1)—| erable juve trade because of this. | “Objective, Burma” (WB). Modest 
“It’s Pleasure” (RKO) and “Crime | Pace is sluggish generally this week. | ¢22.000. Last week, ‘Practically 
Doctor’s Courage” (Col). Fine $18.- Estimates for This Week ; Yours” (Par) and “High Powered” 
000. Last week, “Murder, My Sweet” | Brown (Fourth Avenue) (Loew's) | (par) (2d wk), fine $17,000. 
(RKO) and “Eadie Was Lady” (Col) | ‘1,000; 40-60)—“Thunderhead” (20th) | Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 35-75)— 
(2d wk), strong $13,700. | and “Grissly’s Millions” (Rep) (third |«Be Seeing You” (UA). Okay $22.000. | 
Paramount (F&M) (3,389; me: ) | downtown week). Moderate $3,000. | rast week, “National Velvet” (M-G) 
“Praciically Yours” (Par) and “Dou- | Last week, sturdy $5,000. (24 wk), big $19,500. 
ble Exposure” (Par) (3d wk). Steady | Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-74)— 
$17,000 after good $22,100 last week ~~ Meet Me St. Louis” (M-G) and | «pyactically Yours” (Par). Average 
Paramount Hollywood (F&M)| Murder im Blue Room (U). Potent $15,000. Last week, “Tree in Brook- 
(1,451; 50-$1)—"Practically Yours” $1,900. Last week, “Barbary Coast lyn,” $12,000. 
(Par) (3d wk). Smooth $11,000 | Gent” «(M-G) and Brazil (Rep), State (Loe™® (3.200; 35-75)—"Be 
after stout $13,100 last week. | $1,800. _ Seeing You” (UA). Good $15,000. 
oc, Hlllstreet (RKO) | (2,890; 50-80 )- wre 4 8 State (Loew's) (3.300, 40- | Vast week, “National Velvet” (M-G) 
It’s Pleasure” (RKO) and “Crime |‘ —"Tonight, Every Night — (2d wk), brisk $14,000. 
conte ‘Col). Heading for $19,- | and Lave Mystery” (Col). “y Translux (Translux) (900; 20-74 )— 
Last M eek, “Murder, Sweet” | par ay — week, Pree My -| “Docks of N. ¥.” (Mono). Strong $5.- 
+ ZOOL ' ’ i f rs : ‘ * 
Rite \F-WC) (1,370: 50-$1 ). | 40-60)—"God Is Co-Pilot” (WB) (2d | 58 $7,000. 
“Dorian Gray” (M-G) "(3d wk), | Wk). Still virile at $7,500. Last 
Finales at $6,500. Last week. aver- Satie Mia house records at | vy ) Y th $15,000 
age 3), ‘ b ’ . | Sm 
estate (Loew’s-WC) (2.404: 50-$1) os ere a ennes) — port eive . 00 ‘ ’ 3 
—‘Sudan” «(U) and “Re _" ‘Og Is and” ( *) and vaude . R hi F 13G 
April” «U). Stout PN ae yee ne by Mills Bros. a off ~ ot) Buff.; oug y at 
x “Thi an” ‘ : siow start | ri J n 
“Trouble” (M-G) oft at $19,400. aaaie tim week, hanes” won Buffalo, April 17. | 
United Artists (UA-WC) (2.109: | turned over to local war plant show. All theatres naturally are off this 
50-$1 b= "Brewster's Million 9 (UA) Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 40- | Week. but not as much as might be 
and “Great Flamarion” (Rep) Good | 80)—"3 Caballeros” (RKO) and “Fal- expected. “National Velvet” will get 
$11,500. est week, “2 Caballeros” con Hollywood” (RKO). Fairish {top money. 
(RKO) and “Big Show-Off” (Rep) | $41,000, loss of Saturday matinee Estimates for This Week 
(24d wk), stout $10,000. hurting here. Last week, “Berna- Buffalo ‘Shea) (3.500: 40-70)— 
Uptown (F-WC) (1,790: 50-$1)— | Cette” (20th), about same. “Hangover Square” (20th) and “Town 
“Sudan” (U) and “Remember April” Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: | Went Wild” (PRC). Fair $13,000, 
(U). Average $8,500. Last week. 40-60 )— Frisco Sal 'U) and “Gal | yas week, “Objective, Burma” (WB). 
‘Thin Man” (M-G) and “Trouble” | Lon es pg (U). Not quite UP tO | good $15,500. 
(M-G), $9,000. | Ree te (Ry week. “Murder, |" Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 40-70) 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 50-$1 )— | (RKO) str ‘ ¢7 Ad and Nevada | —“*National Velvet” (M-G). Neat 
.Brewsier's Millioms" (UA) and a Bist as. “0 | $15,000. Last week, “Bring on Girls” | 
95000. frag = ee |g ’ = }(Par) and “Man in Half Moon St.” 
; sust week, “Caballeros” | (Par) (2d wk), bright $12,000. 
(RKO) and “Show-Off” (Rep) (3d | Tomorrow Sockeroo Hipp ‘Shea) (2,100: 40-70)—“Ob- 
ba 2 eer (2.506 P | ° jective, Burma” (WB) (2d wk). 
Wiltern | ) 500; 50-$1)-- | 1] 500 B Se | Modest $8,500. Last week, “Music 
“Roughly Speaking” (WB) (3d wk). | $ ’ ’ est in att © Millions” (M-G) (2d wk). trim $10,- 
Nice $7,000 Last week, hefty $12,- Seattle, April 17. | 000. 5 
600. | Seattle's day of mourning for | Lafavette (Basil) (3.300: 40-70) 
. ; ang | Roosevelt was observed by all the- | “Frisco Sal” (‘U) and “Babes on | 
STARRETT'S 11TH COL. ANNI (atres volunt arily closing Saturday 'Swing St.” «U). Nice $11,000. Last 


Hollywood 

Charles Starrett is starting his 11th 

eonsecutive year on the Columbia 

jot, a record for saddle thesps in any 
film studio. 

Star’s one-vear contract 

dncluded his horse. Raider. 


1417 
Ap bid 


renewal 

















(1,000: 


and “Skylark” (20th) (reissues). Slow 
$3,500 in 5 days. Last week, big $7,- 
000 in 8 days. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 45-80) 
—"3 Caballeros” (RKO) and “Town 
Went Wild” (PRC) (24 wk). Fancy 
$9,500 in 5 days after great $19,000 

last week. 

Liberty (J & vH) (1,650; 45-80)— 
“Tomorrow the World” (UA) and 
“Let's Go Steady” (Col). Sock $11,- 








mtil 6 p.m. 
are pulling out their holdovers after 


four or five days. Best new entries 
are “Tomorrow the World” and “3 Is 
Family.’ “Tomorrow” is socko. 


Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (‘Hamrick-Everereen ) 
(800; 45-80 )-—“Song of Islands” (Par ) 


Severed first-run spots | week, 





Co-Eds” 
(U). sturdy $9.500. 


“Here Come 
wk) and “Destiny” 


20th Century (Ind.) (3,000; 40-70)— | 


“Roughly Speaking” 
“Docks of N. Y.” (Mono). Sharp $13,- 
600 or over. Last week, “It’s a Pleas- 
ure” (RKO) and “Grissls’s Millions” 
(Rep) (2d wk), okay $8,000. 


‘WB) and 


(U) (2d | 





This Week 
(Based on 


N. Y.) 





Last Year 
(Based o on a4 


see eee eee 


19 cities, 


cities, 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 


82,217,200 
162 thea- 


Total Gross Same Week 


tres, chiefly first runs, ticluding 


. $2,931,000 


192 theatre es) 


—+ 





9 Women’ Hefty. 


$23, 000, St. Louis 


Louis, 


April 


17 


i; “Between nae... Women” is best bet 
| here this week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew's (Loew) (3,172; 30-60) 
| “Between 2 Women” (M-G). Sock 
| $23,000. Last week, “National Vel- 
vet” (M-G) (2d wk), $15,000 
Orpheum (‘Loew) (2,000; 30-60) 
National Velvet” (M-G) Good 
$6,200. Last week, “Be Seeing You" 
(UA) (2d wk), big $6,800 
| Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-60) 
—‘It’s a Pleasure” (RKO) Fine 
$17,000. Last week, Bernadette’ 
(20th), $12,000 
Fox (F&M) (5,000: 50-60) ‘Thun- 
derhead” (20th) and “Hitchhike to 
Happiness” (Rep) Strong $21,000 
Last week, “Flame Barbary Coast” 
| (Rep) and “House of Fear” (U), 


| $16,500 
Missouri 


| “Flame Barbary Coast” (Rep) and 

“House Fear” (U) Okay $9,200 

| Last week, “Strange Illusion” (PRC) | 
}and “Man Walked Alone” (PRC), 

$6,000 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000: 40-50) 

| ‘Have, Have Not” (WB) and “Under 
; Western Skies” (U). Good $5,000 

|Last week, “Circumstantial  Evi- 

dence” (20th) and “Rough, Tough” 


| (Col), ditto. 


(F&M) (3,56 


‘Bern’dette’ 106, Mpls.; 
‘Pleasure’ Modest 136, 


Mi 


With Saturday matinees eliminated | 


nneapolis, 


April 


10: 50-60) 


‘Hotel’ Good $10,000 


17. 


jon the passing of President Roose- 


velt, 
start 


current 


offerings 


got a 


slow 


| start. Indication point to moderate 


grosses 


Aster 


“Murder in B 


Club Girl” 


(Col) and 
(WB) (reissue 
days. 


sic Millions” 
Girls” (Par) 
Gopher (P- 





$3,000. 
(U 

Lyric (P-S 
“Roughly Spea 
here from Rad 
Last week, 


Orpheum iF 
“Hotel Berlin” 
over. 


en” (M-G), 





44-70c scale. 
Radio City | 
“It’s a Pleasure” 


Speaking” 
dette” (20th). 


lions” (M-G), 
Uptown 





showing. 
“Hollywood Ca 

World 
“Keys Kingdo 
Modest $1,800. 





Last week, 


Vaughn 
| Guy Kibbee, etc., 


(Par) 
“Winged Victory” 
Good 


‘(90 


lue Room” 
“Sing Me Song Texas” 
$2,200 in 5 days. 


Me 
), okay §$ 


Century (P-S) (1,600; 44-60)— 


(M-G). 


Good $7,000. Last week, 
(2d wk), 


8S) 


) (1,100; 
king” 
io City. 


“Thunderhead” 
good $6,000 on third downtown week. 
(2,300; 


Ss) 
(WB). 
smash 


P-S) 
(RKO). 


$12,500. 
First at 

$12,000. 

(20th). 


$4,000. 
nteen” 


(Par-Steffes) (350: 


m” (20th) 
Last week. 


(1,100; 
“Nothing But Trouble” 
f Last week, 
», mild $2,700. 


(WB) 


(1,100; 


Last 


all along the line. 
Estimates for This Week 
(Par-Singer ) 


0; 15-25) 


(U) 


(Col). G 
Last week, 
(U) and “Power Whistler” 
(Col) split with “Let's Go Steady” 
“Made 


and 
700d 


“Night 


Criminal” 


2.400 


in 7 


“Mu- | 
Moveover. | 


“Bring on 


fair $5,000. 

44-60 )- 
(M-G }. 
“Arsene Lupin” 


Fair 


44-60 )—- 


Moved 
Okay $5,000. 
(20th ), 


; 44-60) 

Nice $10.000 or 
“Between 2 Wom- 
Monroe orch. 


$23,000 at 


(4.000; 44-60 )— 
Fairly good 
$13,000 or close. Last week, “Roughly 

(WB), 


State (P-S) (2,300; 44-60)—“Berna- 


pop scale. 


44- 


Good $10,000. Last week, “Music Mil- 


50)- 


First nabe 


(3d 


week, 
(WB). $3,000. 
44-60 )— 


wk). 


$2.000. 








same 
| Boston 


sequence, 
reviewer 


Critic 


Continued from page | 


as writt 
Also, f 


en 
1e 


by 


j} to characters deleted since the 


ton date 





the 
referred 


Bos- 


Det. Biz Ebbs; Only Tree’ Sock, $39,000, 
‘Pleasure’ 226, Caballeros Sturdy 18¢ 


Detroit, April 17 

Biz is on the ebb here with grosses 
off 10% or more with one exc eption, 
Exception is “‘Tree Grows in Brook. 
lyn,” which is aimed for the big 
brackets at the Fox. Downtown is 
; way off usual pace since Olsen & 
Johnson and “Sons of Fun” iden- 
| tification was pulled off its current 
| stage show, 


now going as “Jerks 
| Berserk.” It's with “Identity Un- 
known.” 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams ‘Balaban) (1.700: 60-85)— 
Here Come Co-Eds” «(U) (24 k) 
and “Tl! Remember April” «1 For- 
mer moved from Fox, solid $9.500 
Last week, “Bernadette” (20th). $10- 
500. 
| Broadway -Capitol (United Detroit) 
} (2.800; 60-85)—"“Practically Yours” 
(Par) and “Man Half Moon Sst” 
| (Par) (2d wk). From Michigan. so- 
| SO $14,000. Last week. NOw To- 
morrow” (Par) and “3 Is Family 
1(UA), third week downtow ce 
$16,000 
Downtown (Howard Hughes) (2- 
800: 60-85) Identity Unknown” 
| ‘Rep) and.“Jerks Berserk” unit on 
| stage, Thin $17,000. Last week 
Strange Illusion” (PRC) and Mills 
Bros., others on stage, fine $28,500 
Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000: 60-85) 
“Tree in Brooklyn” (20th). Suocko 
$39.000. Last week, “Here Come Co- 
| Eds” (U) and “Under Western Skies” 
1 (U), dipped to $20,000 


Madison 
60-85 )—* 
land 


(United 
Casanova 
“Fighting Lady” (20th). 
loop, okay $5,800. Last 
night, Every Night” 
“Hearts Young Gay” 
| Michigan 
| 60-85) 
\“High Powered” 

Last week, 
jand “Man 

$23,000, 

Palms-State (United Detroit) 

000; 60-85)-—““Guest in House” ‘+UA) 

and “Kitty O’Day” (Mono). Average 
| $16,500. Last week, “Woman in Win- 

dow” (RKO) and “Body Too Many” 
| (Par) (2d wk), okay $14,500. 

United Artisis (United Detroit) «2.- 
000; 60-85)-—“3 Cabatleros” (RKO) 
j;and “Crazy Knight” «Mono). Sturdy 

$18,000. Last week, “Music Millions” 
(M-G) and “Double Exposure” + Par) 
(2d wk), nice $15,000. 


| ~ Rank 


Continued from page 3 


Detroit) 
Brown” 


(1,800; 
(RKO) 
Back in 
week, “To- 
(Col) and 
(Par), $5,900. 
(United Detroit) (4,000: 
“It’s a Pleasure’ (RKO) and 
(Par). Good $22,000. 
“Practically Yours” (Par) 
Half Moon St.” ‘Par), 


‘2- 














ee 
| takes in about 66% of British film 
| theatre grosses. 

Rank entered the film industry 
| when he baeked production of a 
| religious short and then entered 


, whole-heartedly into all phases of 
production and distribution. 


“No one ever signs a contract with 
, Rank,” Powell declared, “for his 
|; word is better than any legal docu- 
ment.” 


Pressburger disclosed many points 
of interest to American Film indus- 
try: 1. Archers do its filming at Ted- 
dington Studios, where executive of- 
fices and two sound stages were de- 
stroyed by Nazi bombs. Teddington, 
where Warners used to produce their 
quota pictures, was completely wiped 
out by enemy air assaults. 2. Un- 
der war conditions, English studios 
are operating at about 50% capacity, 
government having taken over half 
for storage space and for making 
propaganda films. 3. In England last 
year, about 35 feature-length pic- 
tures have been made in England. 
They have personnel to make about 
75 annually, which is reason Holly- 
wood players, technicians and crafts- 
men are not encouraged to work 
there unless they are experts with 
| no English counterparts. Any high- 
|; ranking specialist, however, 3&8 
wanted. 





British studios equipment is older 
than that in this country, 
ily it takes a little longer to make 
features there. ‘Colonel Blimp, 
however, was shot in 14 weeks. and 
was made for perhaps 75% less than 
it could have been turned out here 

Rank. whose Hollywood visit has 
been deferred until late May or early 


so ordinar- 


The young showmen are | June because of huddles he is now 
|reported to have written to the holding in London with Spyres 
critic’s managing editor about the} Skouras, 20th-Fox prexy. is expected 
| review. to make an American releasing dea! 

Play was panned by all other | —in fact. a more-or-less universal 
| critics, too, some reviewers taking | pact— with Skouras, which would 
'a walk after the first act and others | give him a 20th-Fox outlet in this 
not remaining until the finale. country. His contract with UA calls 

Show lasted three nights, open-| for distribution in Amerca of only 
ing last Tuesday seven pictures annually while Rank 


Friday (13). 


(10) and — 


wants at least 15 screened over bere 
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—To HALS 
FRIENDS: 











Simply ... without any pretense to fine writing ... we, who loved and admired 
HAL, address this message to his friends throughout the country. 


To the “little fellow’ and the “big fellow” ... to all of those for whom he “did 
favors” ... to those whom he guided towards security. Yes! and towards atfluence 
and position. 


We, his friends in Chicago, know HAL was a “War Casualty.” When his health 
failed him, he ignored the advice of physicians and friends, and drove himself day 
after day with all the verve and dynamic energy for a worthy cause or to help a 
pal... that was HAL. 








There was something distinctly heroic about the last years of his life. He spear- 
headed War Bond Drives; helped Chicago Service Men's Centers; led Red Cross 
Drives, hospital shows, and other patriotic and charitable causes. 


HE DIED IN ACTION! 


There can be no posthumous medal or ribbon for HAL... the only honor we 
of show business can and wish to bestow, is a Memorial . . . an appropriate charity 
to perpetuate his name. 





The Variety Club of Illinois has chosen the La Rabida Sanitarium, which it 
sponsors. It is a children’s sanitarium devoted to the cure of rheumatics of the heart, 
without regard to race, creed or color. The Memorial will be in the nature of a 
completely equipped and maintained HAL HALPERIN ROOM. 


Being a sufferer of the heart himself, HAL had a deep attfection for La Rabida 
and a high regard for the excellent results this sanitarium achieved for children. 


We are planning a HAL HALPERIN MEMORIAL SHOW at the Chicago Civic 
Opera House on May 6th. In all probability you will not be able to attend it... 
but, being one of HAL’s friends, we are sure you will want to send us a check as 
a donation towards this cause. How much? What do you owe his memory? An 
ancient book asks, “Who shall command the heart?” 





We know you will be as generous as possible. 


We are most eager, most anxious to make this Memorial a living reality. We 
are working hard to do so for we are certain that HAL would wish it. 


So ... just as if it were he, asking for some cause near to his heart, we ask 
you to send us your contribution promptly as a tribute to his memory. 


THE VARIETY CLUB MEMORIAL FOR HAL HALPERIN 


Variety Club Special 
Committee 
Jobn Balabau 


Won. Chairman, 
James Coston 


| 
| 


MAYOR EDWARD J. KELLY Tom Flannery 
Max Halperia 
Bill Hunt 
@hairman Civic Committee, Johnny Jones 
" Jack Kirsch 
CHARLES F. GLORE Arthur Schoenstadt 


Edwin Silverman 
J.C. Thompson 


1 
4} 
1 

| 


PLEASE SEND YOUR CHECK TO: 
JACK ROSE, Treasurer, Variety Club, Blackstone Hotel, Chicago, Hlinois 


(A reprint of this advertisement, without any further comment, is being sent to many of the late HAL HALPERIN’s friends 
thronghout the country. If you are forgotten... please forgive... but do not fail us!) 
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entertaining!_) 
Top-notch entertainment!—w y Daily News 


Stunning production!—Showmen’s Trade Review 




















nificent® | 
Impressive and mag oe | 
N Journal-A” | 
Excellent!" | ~~ | 
' gerio™® M | 
sor * N.Y: Pr | 
¢ whe 8° ceed ) 
One® pe po SHS | 
xo 
yen, NO ® 
p ter GH, ey MONEE eRe 


a mon 3 i . ° 
Boe ) , _— = CGS = s9ee 3g. Colonel Blimp. wn 0: producer were £o-producer — 





KEEP SELLING 
WAR BONDS! 





G.C.F. presens, COLONEL BLIMP staring ANTON WALBROOK - DEBORAH KERR - ROGER LIVES. ;. fh 
« Production of the Archers * Written, Directed and Produced by MICHAEL POWELL ana EMERIC PRESSBURGER 
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Berlin’s 3-yr. Hitch with ‘Army’ 


Continued from page 1 


terrific job the Special Services of- | 
ficers and staffs of the U. S. Army | 
have done for all itinerant entertain- 
ment to our global fronts, 


Berlin should be in position to 
know. “This Is the Army” opened 
July 4, 1942, and stayed 12 weeks 
(instead of the scheduled four) on 
Broadway at $5.50 top, and never | 
did under $40,900 a week. It toured | 
16 weeks, consumed five more 
months in making the WB film ver- | 
sio and for the rest of the three 
yea the soldier musical has been 
touring in England-Ireland-Scotland 
4\4 months; in Italy five 
three months in Egypt, Persia, et 
(Middle East Command), and 3% 
months thus far in the Pacific. The 
to isn't the GI cast, but 
it is to! 


| 
| 
} 
\ 


months 


over for 
Berlin 
Unlike the near-civilization the- 
atres in London, Edinburgh, Cairo, 
Rome, Naples, etc., “Tita” found no 
theatres in the Pacific, only jungles. 
It was not until “Tita” hit the 
Pacific that Berlin saw the magnifi- 
cent job the Special Services officers 
doing. It brought home to him 
soldier cast of 160 could be 
to eight different thea- 
a week, each 30 miles 
stages, lights, etc., set up 
great ingenuity of SS 
working in cooperation with Army 
transportation facilities. 


were 
how a 
transported 


tres within 


apart, and 


throug! the 


Jungle Theatres 


These jungle theatres brought 
home to the veteran showman there 
is ! thing any more about! 
limiting the most lavish or the most 
subtle of Broadway shows for the 
Gls in the Pacific. If it’s a question | 
of lines, Berlin cites how three mikes 
made perfect amplifications so that 
a restless GI audience up to 16.500 


o such 


in a jungle, could hear everything. 
As for costumes, his 160 GI troup- | 
ers had to travel with supplementary 
clean Army and Navy dress uni- 
forn plus other co®tume changes, 
and thus any Broadway show should 


be able to compress itself to five o1 
six changes and more than make the 


grade with judicious minimization | 
of sets, scenery and costumes. 


Berlin's personal record comprises 


591 performances with “Army” all 
told in the U. S., England, Italy, Pa- 
cific, etc. In the latter theatre 
“Army” played 49 shows to audi- 


ences of 330,000, totaling a peak of 
16.500 and down to 500. In addition 
Berlin did 79 personal shows by him- 
self, only with a strolling guitarist 
for accomp, singing his songs to hos- 


pital ward and ambulatory audi- 
ences 


Berlin wouldn't express himself on | 
reported gripes from GIs in the Pa- | 
cific that they “haven't seen a Holly- | 
wood name for months” other than | 


to say that the Pacific is starved 
for entertainment, because the ares | 
is so vast. He did add that if the | 


stars knew what they were missing. | 
they'd go out in a hurry, for a won- 


derful experience. | 


The songsmith refuses to approxi- 
mate the value of his contribution 
and rushes off any reference to the 
fact he usually gets 10% of the pix 
and stage grosses. Even now his con- | 
tribution approaches the $800,000 | 
figure, based on the WB film and | 
U. S. stage income. He does admit 
that three years of his time is the 
only measurement he can place on 
“Army.” 


Goodwill Songs 


In England, where it opened its | 
tour at the Palladium, London, Nov. | 
10, 1943, “This Is the Army” helped 
cement Anglo-U.S. relations, with 
Visiting royalty marking the occasion 
of the Yank soldier show’s tour. 
Songs like “My British Buddy” at 
the tour’s start to “Heaven Watch 
the Philippines” at the finish. have 
had their marked diplomatic and 
goodwill effects. Berlin was struck 
by the Filipino schoolchildren sing- 
ing a parody on “God Bless Amer- 
ica.” with “Philippines” substituted, 
and decided to write a special bal- 
lad, the royalties of which go to the 
Filipino Boy and Girl Scouts Foun- 
dation, just as “God Bless America” 
income goes to the U. S. Boy and 
Girl Scout Fund (now over $130,000). 

In between Berlin was inspired 
to write the official 5th Army song. 
dedicated to General Mark Clark 
and accepted by Army Chief of Staff. 
General George Marshall. It’s titled 
“The Fifth Army’s Where My Heart 
Is." Also while in Italy he wrote 
4 postwar song, “When the Boys 
Come Home,” which he continued to 
use in the Pacific, and soon after | 
arriving in the So. Pacific he wrote 
one for the girls in service, the 
WACs and Red Cross nurses, titled | 
“Oh for a Dress Again.” In between 








| Masters 


| off the Republic lot after 
fof riding in 





he also hatched “There Are No 
Wingz on a Foxhole” as an Infantry 
song. 


Futter’s Odd Jobs, Inc., 
In 506 Suit Vs. Par 


Damages of $50,000 is sought by 
Waiter A, Futter, film*producer, and 
Odd Jobs, Inc., in a suit filed last 





“Heaven Watch the Philippines” | 
is dedicated to General Douglas C 
MacArthur, in commemoration of 
his liberation of the islands, and he 
formally accepted it on behalf of 
himself and President Osmena of 
the Philippines, who had a repre- 
sentative present at the Leyte pre- 
miere of “This Is the Army” to re- | 
ceive the Officially for the} 
Commonwealth Just before leav- 
Berlin inserted 
“Oh. to Be Home 


a GI song, it’s a big 


song 
ing the Philippines, 
anotner new song, 
Strictly 
t 


A gal 
nit 4 he boys 


nit with 

Berlin back o1 
ment of his chou 
Fifth Army pi S 
from Sicily to Rome The England 
Scotland-Nortt 
anotner 
past 


looks the excite- 


following the 


Ireland tou 


But 


Was 
chapte! 
the Pacific 


the one just 


where the need is 

sO great and the jungle theatres SO | 
difficult, he accents as an even more | 
important job. 
Berlin flew | 


to Hollywood yester- 


day (Tues.) to assist Paramount in | 
“Blue Skies,” the Bing Crosby | 
starrer based on a Berlin song cav- 
| aleade, which the late Mark Sanc -| 


| supreme 


week against Paramount, 
court. 
and 


ment infringed on 


idea for a series of one-reel shorts, 
depicting odd occupations of people. 


Par, it is alleged, infringed by pro- 


ducing a similar series called “Un- | 


usual Occupations.” 


According to the complaint, Futter 


I 1935 negotiates Pais short 
subject manage the late Lou Di- 
| amond, for distribution of the series 
At Diamond’s request Futter used 
Par studios fo ( pietior of the 
firs one-reel _filn ind delivered 
i same, while negotiations were under 


| way for Signing of a formal contract 


Paramount, Futter alleges, decided 
not to distribute the series, after a 
proposed contract was submitted to 
him, instead went ahead and pro- 
duced its own one-reel shorts based 


on his idea. Oral contract had 
called for an advance of $5,000 
against percentage of such distribu- 


tion and provided for additional 


im. Y. | 

' 
Action charges that 
Paramount breached an oral agree- | 


his original | 





Chicago, April 17. 
best 
popcorn, 


It's not known yet whether 


sellers will ever replace 


|} pop and candy as the saleable 


most 


items in movie houses (outside of 


movies themselves, of course), but 
the Loop’s Telenews is nonetheless 
off to a good start in that direction, 


,lady, Marcia Soban 


with : fast line of new books stacked 
}up in a “Book Bar” in the lobby. | 
Everything's in stock, from Sophie 
Tucker's “Some of These Days” to 
Edmund Stevens Ru a Is No Rid- 
dle Everything, that i ruil For-) 
ever Ambe Dut you cant get that 


in Brentano's or Kroch’'s eithe 


Gimmick was started, according to 


Sylvan -Goldfinge manager of 

newsree necca vith the idea that 
payees would be interested in glom- 
} ming books like Sumne Welles’ 
i“Guide to Peace,” Ernie Pyle’s 


i*Brave Men,” etc.-—subjects, in other 
| words, that would tie in with timely 
events on the screen. It’s been pay- 
ing off so well, however, since it 
was started three weeks ago—at the 
rate of 30 to 50 volumes a day— 
| that Goldfinger has added fiction as 
ia sideline “Black Boy,” “Tree 


rich was to have produced and di- | Shorts to be produced and distrib- | Grows in Brooklyn” and “Apartment 


rected The 
44-year-old 


untimely death of the} 


Paramount directo. 


mer. As 


his family 


soon as he finds a house 
will him 


HASKELL MASTERS NEW 


join 


WB CHIEF IN CANADA: 


Haskell M. Masters, 


+} 
\ 


veteran in dis- 
iis past January re- 


president of Empire-Uni- 


tribution who 


signed as 


| versal Films, Canadian releasing 
company, and as v.p. and general 
manager of Odeon Theatres, joined 
Warner Bros. Monday (16) as gen- 


eral sales manager above t! 
Prior to going 
Odeon, both of 
by the N. C. 


e border 
with Empire-U and 
Nathanson 
western and Canadian 
sales chief for United Artists He 
had been with UA 22 years, 
this time in the Dominion 
Ralph H. Clark, who was 
Toronto from the Warne 
fall to tempotarils 
Wolfe Cohen had been transferred 
to the foreign department in N. Y., 
will return to the h.o 
ate of Ed Hinchy, 
date department. 


interests, 


Was 


h.o. last 


as an associ- 
head of the play- 


Dale Evans and Republic 
Talk Over New Contract 


Hollywood, April 17 
Dale Evans, who recently walked 
two years 


westerns, is huddling 


with the studio on a new contract 
which will shift her to dramatic 
roles, with permission to accept 


> , 
| radio chores and make one outside 


picture a year. 

Miss Evans checked out a month 
ago after two years of equine drama 
opposite Roy Rogers. 


Pix Spineless on Negro 


Question—Lillian Smith 
Columbus, April 17. 


Lillian Smith, author of the best 
selling novel, “Strange Fruit.” 
lashed at the motion picture indus- 
try for its treatment of the Negro 
as a screen personality. 

Commenting on the anti-Negro 
ban of “Brewster’s Millions” in 
Memphis because of Rochester's im- 
portance in the film, she declared 
that the industry's laek of courage, 
shown by its catering so easily to 
southern prejudice, is feeding racial 
bias. 

“Certainly the motion picture in- 
enough not to be 


dustry Is strong 


dominated by the feelings of the 
South.” she said, “and we of the 
South find it much easier to main- 
tain our cancerous attitude toward 
Negroes when the people of the 
rest of the nation allow the pro- 
ducers to cater to our feelings.’ 
“I am for human beings and I 
think it would be a good idea if 


Hollywood would occasionally di- 
rect itself with vigor on behalf of 
human beings. and stop cringing in 
fear of the 20% of the violently 
vocal southern lunatic fringe. Even 
if that 20 stayed away in protest, 
other 80°, would continue to 
make for a profitable boxoffice.” 


the 


ne- | 
| cessitates Berlin’s presence in Holly- | ment are also sought by Futter. 
wood, possibly for most of the sum- | 


which are controlled | 


most of | 
sent to | 


take charge after | 


uted. Damages and ar 


the 


1 accounting of 


| profits from alleged infringe- 


jin Athens” samples of the 
j} that are going good 
| Reactions have been 


are 


Wanna Curl Up in a Theatre Lobby 
With a Good Book?--Chi Started It 


customers think the tomes are given 
away cuffo, like dishes in the nabe 
houses, and act hurt when the sales- 
(and a looker), 
says “That'll be $2.75 please.” Others 
think jt’s a rental library. 


Misgivings at first — 


mostly cen- 
tered on the idea that it wouldn't 
work in a newsreel house because 


audiences supposedly rush in for a 
quick look at the news roundup be- 


tween dates or while waiting for a 
streetcal have been broker iow! 
Goldfinger report They see )- 
ject screened n opil ind t n 
want to read about it. advisi M 
Soban, as an afterthought. to 1p 
up a copy of “Sad Sack’ o1 Can- 
nery Ro \ 

Stall n a prominent spot 
lobby, is Goldfinger'’s ide H 


fron West 


wholesale l 
News Co., retailing them at standard 


his books 


bookstore rates, ranging from $1.49 
for that marked-down “Tree Grows 
in Brooklyn” job to $4.75 for “Col- 
lier’s Photo History of the War.” 

If anyone wants to make any 
cracks about people who pay a 
movie admish for the privilege of 
| buying a book, or about somebody 
| being curled up in the lobby with 


latter | 
j}ture Is on, 
varied. Some | 


while 


they're 


a good book the main fea- 
perfectly wel- 


come to. 








| 





| 


' 
| 
| 
| 





scientist and the en 
these last few 


They Possess 1 


motion pic 
of entertainment. 


* to last. A passing fad. 


* 
It took real vision to see what that early sound 


might one day become. 


Vision on the part of scientists who knew how 
much better sound could and must be made. 


Vision on the part of producers and exhibitors 


who realiz 
which was 
office. 


Continuation of that same brand of vision and 
mcentive will be needed after the war. The 
gincer have learned much in 
years of accelerated war research, 


he knowledge and the desire to 
tribute even more to 


INCORPORATED 


233 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 


HEN sound pictures were first made pos- 

sible by Western Electric, a lot of people 
thought this new development was just an inter- 
esting novelty —too imperfect and too expensive 


ed that sound meant greater realism 
bound to build greater than ever box 


of the world’s greatest forms 






















making the 





Electrical Research Products Division 


Western Electric Company 
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BO PICTURES VARIETY Wednesday, April 18, 1945 


String of Spanish- Language Film Scene of Crime Encore = 


It could only happen at the 


Biograph, Chi nabe where John Jump In Free Bond Preems 
Dillinger got mowed down about Continued from page ¥ 
Houses} In Texas: Other Distrib Briefs "REP woreinke broke the win- distributor representatives who ; Events Committee for the “Showmen’s 


























down of the cashier's cage last came from all parts of the west to|Seventh.” Jack McInerney, publicity 
San Antonio, April 17. | their former joint operation of Buf- Thursday — (12), oo * attend the regional meeting at the|director for the Paramount theatre. je: 
Current trend in the southwest is | falo pictures theatres, has been po eat] a William H i Brown Palace hotel. This goal, set|N. Y., will handle press relations on 
to remode! store buildings for houses yt — yg mage ogy nt manager of the. Essaness house, | by Skouras, represents 25% of the|/the “Major Glen Miller” War Bond 
io show Spanish language pictures ek este re titors under the Bank who heard the crash, chased total amount of “E” bonds, namely,} show and the Soldier Pageant 
) 7 > < ®-| ment with credi su 4 P - ’ - 
, “ur a) r ] th a —_——- 
G. A. Luechese, who already oper-|ruptcy Act has been withdrawn by — = =< ba ab — $4,000,000,000, , . Pony : Wobber Heads Coast 
ates three houses here, plans a large | consent, according to Dipson’s attor- fall of tick ved S Treasury aims to sell in this cam- , ° 8 oas - 
tnodern showplace. In San Angelo, | neys. yO Bone tl pe nt wee “Bome paign. It is the largest goal ever Herman Wobber, 20th-Fox division 
the Concho Circuit is planning a | Dipson Co. has purenased eertain th ng oo ae mead t wai set by a division of the motion pic- | Manager for the Pacific Coast area, 
new house as is W. V. — notes amounting to $26,000 held by att ys. lture industry. has been appointed western area dis- 
tddie Joseph opened the Iris in Patten, ‘hemes vastatae he hee ae ‘ i] - chairm; for ¢ “Chay. 
, ery e. ( * : A Ye len pon hich suit had bee n | Skouras’ address was the principal tributor : chair man for he Show 
1 1 10 panis nin brought in Supreme Court, and also ment it’s strictly a matter of making ' , , J «| men’s Seventh War Loan drive | 
Alfred Pena reopened the Cole in! Yellen’s stock in the Dipson Enter- pene oe end Ad ane who. | speech made at the meeting. it was , on Renalianiiiii Pres her 
fre é penec € Yelle! K i ja living. But try and find one who : niet ' tee tribute to Franklin | erritory includes 11 states. He wil} 
Ne Braunfels for the Latin Ameri- | prises willing to trade a 2-A or 2-B classifi- | oc ; Ro 1 gate t) : F ;| work in cooperation with Charles P 
can tirade At Mirando City, Matilde eation for a 1-A by voing into non-| Delano Roosevelt in which the Fort) q, ee: i Rae De ‘ 
Chapa opened the Trinity P Exchan Hel | essential work! | Logan chapel singers, an octet of + gy othe guage Fheatre prexy, in 
P ‘ so J 5 : « seu . 
Albert Coppel purchased Latin Great Need for Excnange P a here's not much evidence of it] eight overseas veterans, Edna Hynes, | - : me > 41 o 
Aim Film Exc Py aie Chicago, April 17 be , i t indications are} ‘Y y . ..... | Peter G. Levathes, of the 20th-Fox 
Aonerican iim uxt anre, tormerty t ; on Lap a Ve ou d Cé Ol a organist and ( haplain I N Gray : : 
‘ ted J. J. Jim > } Ex-servicems auntering through | exchanges will have a flock of vets 5 - distribution department, has been 
perateda ere DY . . , e7 ane . > , "hen : , - ch : Nav a eS * participated Skouras gave|. ‘ a . ; , 
changed the name to Azteca Filn Fil mo ese days are in Ganeer) on the job hen branch execs 0 | © hs appointed assistant to Tom Convors 
Distributing Co Coppel formerly | Of getting conked ana whisked into | are alleged to know a thing 0! two | ereat we to. Sam Pinanski, na- national distributor chairman for the , 
operated theatres in Denver which | the sanctum = sanctorium: - _€*~ | about publicity, start hitting their} tional chairman, for his leadership | campaign 
he sold to J. J. Rodriguez of Dallas, | © anses ere to be +9 to work | stride in a ive to round up re-|in this drive, and pledged him 100% | 
yperator of the Panamericano the- ; !'Mmediately, as resuit of the recent) turning GI: | support of the entire western region, | ‘ 
: r oie ” — 10% slash in help mandamus by por nage A . Col ine Philly Teeoff 
a WMC Direct effect on exchanges which comprises Arizona, California, 
J rect if \ ) ‘ alee. 


The Ford. Big Lake, Texas, opened | 2). ay operating with curtailed 20th-Fex’ New District 
oy —— Taylor, managed ry W * staffs has been practically intolera- Twentieth-Fox is setting up @ jis- 
Ash Tavior also operates the Ritz i ble in many cases. as far as the man- trict covering its Salt Lake C ity and 
‘ Te: , ; e : } ¢ “}), . 
maltinger, Texne. power situash is concerned, thereby | Denver territories, with Charles L. 
cueing a hefty session of competition Walker, branch manager at Salt 


Plans for getting the “Showmen’s 
Seventh” off to a good start in the 
Philadelphia area were mapped at 
a meeting of campaign workers 
last week. A series of four territory 


Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada 
New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Wash- 
ington and Wyoming. This area com- 
prises approximately 4,500 picture 


} 
, ‘ : ociiie | theatres, or about 25% of the coun-| 
Weatherall’'s House for services of discharged vets, v jan. Lake, heading ii Clyde Blasius, | ™eatres, or a “4 ? ; |} meetings, preceded by a salesmen's 
Huntsville, Texas, April 1% unlike civilians, can pick any job| salesman at Salt Lake office, moves | trys houses and of which number | ceccion in Philadelphia Apri) 23, was 
Construction work under wav fol = $ ge arnt Be get a tial or un ip to take charge there Both are | 2.243 theatres are already pledged 10} srranged 
third hous ei) built h by 3 oldtimers with 20th-Fox hy on amie kiddie mati = p 
‘ . being t here t R. B.} elaesified old bond premiere cai¢ a | Among those at the meeting last 
Weathers recently discharged from Full-time emime help asn't nees, free movie days, aS well as be-| pyigay (13) were Jay Emanuel 
Nav’ rwo houses are being oper- : : P ET a — . at a % " 
ated herve bv Sam Parish who is a ffi | proved the answer at all, accord Leon Jacobson Back coming issuing agents Robert Lynch, Ted Schlanger, Lester 
iated in the operation with the R&R to several branch “hain” wala whil } Hal Horne has returned Sxzt Leon j To reach the one-billion doilar EE’! Ki ieger. I. F pstein, George Schwartz, 
, , etter yart-time workers, both male ana ‘ol vic ’ ’ ‘ ’ : “ 
circuit. Weatherall formerly worked | 28° | wn — Jacobson to his former post in the bou.d goal, Skouras urged the repre-|Salem E. Applegate, Ben Fertel, 
for P | female, whore permitted 10 WOrK 4] press-book department at 20th-Fox. 
10 aris . 


maximum of only 30 hours a week 
outside their jobs in critical indus 
Yellen-Dipson Settle tries, are difficult to find Most of 





. sentatives in attendance to exert) Lewen Pizor and others 
He replaces Roger Lewis, also a dis- j 
charged veteran, who has been pro- | Very effort to double the number of | 
moted to the publicity department | pledged theatres and to increase by Aussies Adopt Loesser Song 
Buffalo, April 17. the gals are too independent, is the | unde: Jules Fields, where he will | 100% the number of bond premieres 
Litigation between Samuel Yellen | consensus, taking time off at the drop| function as coordinator of N. Y.! 
and Lipson Realty Co., arising out of of a hat, whereas with the male ele-| theat re advertising, publicity and 


Frank Loesser’s pond song, On 
the Road to Victory,” will be used 
for the first time in Australia for 
of pledged theatres in this region at) the forthcoming July bond drive 
the present time constitute about| Allan & Co., of Melbourne, own the 


M. P. Associates’ Fete : ; 
_ ~ 15° of all theatres in the country Australian rights. 
e | The 26th annual charity dinner- ledged . i } : i 
: | dance. under sponsorshio of Motion | 5° Plecsec. Aussie legation here asked for use ‘ 
td x z 


Picture Associates, due June 6 at the of song, and arrangements were 


es: ; Waldorf-Astoria hotel. Morris San- D-Dav Is Free Movie Day made with. Loesse: by Dorothy 
Soe canton se eon ee T= . re 
ad War : : a ie . First as series of annual awards | National free movie da) ” U. 5 Aiootaa gore ali tela 
geile pee, . to be presented to & personality for motion picture theatres has been set 
4 distinguished service in motion pic- | for June 6, anniversary of D-Day | Rep May Do Gael Film 
tures goes to George J. Schaefer,|the invasion of Europe via Nor- 
national chairman of the War Ac- lj mandy. Samuel Pinanski. naticnal | Holly wood, April 17 


tivities Committee, and chairman of | chairman of the film industry's par: | Herbert J. Yates. Republic chief, is 
+ sana snail . eaten ¢ >>. . 4 " “t. | : 
the board of Lester Cowan Produc- lticipation in the Seventh War Loan! cooking up a deal with James A. 


and free movie days and _ othe 

















j}events in the drive The number 








— a ee exp loit ation 








| tions Y ame , : 
* drive, announced that on that day | FitzPatrick, traveltalk producer, to 
. . . ' theatres will give free admittance to | film a feature in Ireland 
Steffes, Frank Sued for Ads p nat : . 
| Minneapolis, April 17 each bond purchase! | FitzPatrick goes to Engjand in 
* , A 7 . | ‘ . 
Minneapolis newspapers are suing | Free movie day follows “Glen| September to do a series of shorts 


W. A. Steffes. owner of the World. Miller Davy.’ which is to be staged} for the British government ldea is 
loop first-run house, and W. R.!/June 5 under the direction of Robert |to make the Irish feature when the 


Frank, independent circuit owner | M. Weitman, chairman of the Special! British job is completed. 
here. and Hollywood producer, to se cpm nemo ners - ST _—__— == 
collect for unpaid advertisements 














used in the sheets during the run a io io Pre arnt ST i 
of Frank's “The Devil and Daniel 
Webster” at the theatre. j h 
The picture had played the World CW OTF eatres ] 
previously under its original title, | | 
SHERIDAN “All That Money Can Buy,” and | stein emin ia aaaitasdinaaaacaiaaiaill = — 











Steffes claims that he re-booked it | . 
several seasons later as “The Devil 
and Daniel Webster” for Frank as a 


, nK as Jack Benny °® Alexis Smith j 
test-run on a campaign devised by 4 he ‘ 
the latter who agreed to pay for the In Warner Bros. Hit! 


considerable amount of display news- “The Horn Blows at Midnight” | in Warner Bros. Hit! 
paper advertising. 


“ wnies any such agreement “ ” 
ad ee tan el ~ yaieee eeeeee THE CORN IS GREEN 


gagemenit chalked up a substantial 











| Hi nest i 
| oes = made ae izable pr een ome ay Ai Py ogy John DALL ae LORRING 
Steffes he received an infinitesim e e 
TT HIS exciting record of « war job well amount for rental. He iva that | Ben Beri © Jean, Jack & Judy Nigel BRUCE © Rhys WILLIAMS 
Steffes is liable for the newspaper | Steve Evans y 


do | mea i th , 7 
oe roe ee ee ee ee Ge FT | ae. B'way & 47th St. STRAND | | Swoy et sist st. HOLLYWOOD 
men ane women of “ihe Kim” iaduirry “ES-2— -..-84.tbo time ofthe Erank-Sieffes 2 
have pitched in to help win World Wer 1! | deal RKO, which had a distribution | oe _ a 


| contract for the picture. refused to | 
on the bettiefront and home front elike. It | approve the terms, but Frank wen, 


KAD 
is the thrilling story, in text end pictures, | ahead with it just the same. Paramount Freaents crs ‘ MUSIC HA LL 


a aon SEY 3 oor eee 























} Cipndetto A ee one 
not only of stars gone inte uniform and cam- — a te Fa 66 
. i “PRACTICALLY YOURS 
eramen in combat, but of technicians, extras, ‘ — es ¢ “ere 17 In Person ; , 
i arrisourg. Pa.. Apri ‘ K GOODMAN 1 Orch. 
directors, writers, producers, and production Wilmer & Vincent's Colonial, epee QNDOS BROS. ' LOVE” 
men all deing « great job thet hed to be closed two months ago when fire ane See Se oy Swen 
done—and doing it right vavaged the building, will reopen | Spectacular Stage Productions 


April 25, manager Jack D. O’Rear 
has announced. Repairs cost $50,- 
000. 


OVER 500 PICTURES; 291 PAGES ag Send in cone ae nan Greene 


his time in recent weeks to manag- 
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Thurs., Apr. 19 
2s. Wilmer & Vincent’s Rio here oe, ‘The Picture’ WALTER } 
HIS is the exciting picture-book of what happens when ha > & the illness of Harry Gold- |" Oe 3 cow oi O'KEEFE 1 
the film industry goes te war—what Hollywood con- ’ —— wont es | Dorian Gray’ 
tributed, whet it taught G. I. Joe, and whet it learned trem | Campbell Buys Anether | cKO wns une algae or 
him. The ponoreme ef mevie men and women in action on Paul Campbell pti Renn od is | yt Lal ROXY Pte Ave. oon SSS Reseeers 
the bettie freats and home front unfolds in hundreds of | Operating the Palace here. He for- | i: =" 
breathtaking photos, including many never before released. Jove Sage scene sgaive soy Gem, | ua 
ang ; ‘Xas. DU Ola OuL When 
Here's the greatest show Hollywood hos ever filmed, And | called by his draft board in Califor- | ‘PALACE BWAY & 
‘= ~— = im NA - | Joan FO ! - 
this is the book that takes you behind the scenes. $3.50 , nia. He was turned down and so has = a + ee 47th St 
| returned here. n George Casein 
, » 
— o oo Fl 0’ BRIE N MURPHY LANDIS 
RKO's New S. D. Exchange THE AFFAIRS OF SUSAN 
| 
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By the Fitch and his co-workers as hosts. 
MPA to Mull R. C. Wagon Lew ¢ JOsePn COTTEN : ay KAYE: 
duction assistant on all of George f “TUL BE . 
Picture Associates, N. Y. organiza- use . : ; . Extra! Paar 
DOUBLEDAY, DORAN Garden City, Ht. Y. tion of distrib-exhib people, oil | Jexsel's future pictures at 20th-Fox. : var cae 


. Exehs “HA 
RKO Radio last week opened it: A Paramount Picture a 
Exhibitors from Minnesota and Iowa ‘ a 
Cooper, former legit and 
Published by Donation of a station wagon to 
will be 
Starter, under the new arrange- we unener 
| ment, will be “Kitten On the Keys.” Praag ot Sis! 








' 
‘ 
| 


new exchange in Sioux Falls. S. D. | RIVOLI, B'way and 49th St. a 
Editers of 'as well as South Dakota attended | COOPER ASSISTS JESSEL AS ORB Ett hones. 
| radio producer, was appointed pro- ; SHIRLEY TEMPLE etna 
up for discussion.at the meeting to- 


° ) y te LO é 2 re mannaie Siemens Au RKO-Radio Pictace 
the house-w: arming. & in Be tene 
LOOK — Hollywood, April 17 GINGER ROGERS ; PER: son: 
the American Red Cross by Motion | 
morrow (Thursday). 
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~ RADIO EARNS A BOW 


The manner in which radio responded to the death of President 
Roosevelt, the good taste and dignity with which it acquitted 
itself during the trying days which followed the tragic event, will 


jong remain in the memory of th 


e public. Gone, for the harrow- 


ing days, were any thought of commercial radio, regular schedules 


were scrapped, sponsors willing 
while all the resources of radi 


ly disappeared from the scene 
0 were mobilized to assume a 


burden thrust upon the vast medium. 


The finest artists were humble 
to personally voice their deep fee 


at the opportunity offered them 
lings and so rose to new heights 


Cities, towns and hamlets throughout the nation and all corners 
of the globe were linked in one vast circuit as the major networks 
brought to the listeners the reactions of a stunned and grief- 


stricken world. Simplicity was tl 
panished from the air all affecta 


Radio, through each individual 


1e keynote of the hour; sincerity 
tion and personal egotisms. 


craftsman who participated and 


through its great and complicated organization, provided the 


130,000,000 Americans and all the 


peoples of the world who deeply 


mourned the untimely passing of a great leader, the true com- 
fort and sympathy of a step-by-step detailed description of the 


last rites. It was through radio 
the past decade came to know 
voice intimately and it seemed 
they should be enabled to hear 


that these 130,000,000 people in 
their President's thoughts and 
only fitting that through radio 
the glowing tributes and great 


homage paid him, the deep feeling and profound sense of loss 


that came from all walks of life 


. from the dignitary and states- 


man to the midwest farmer and small town editor 


Radio distinguished itself in this moment of tragedy. 


unhesitantly brushed aside milli 
of mourning is proof enough tha 
gation to the public. And beca 


That it 
yns in revenue during the period 
t it is fully cognizant of its obli- 
use it acknowledges its respon- 


sibility to the people it gave them its very best. 


Reverent, Adult Treatment of FDR's 


Death Earns Radio Nation's Respect 


Radio faced and passed iis biggest*— eee a ok 


fest Jast Thursday (12) evening | 
when, with a suddenness. that} 
shocked the entire world, came the | 
tragic news of President Franklin D. | 
Roosevelt's death. His passing trans- | 
formed the vast commercial broad- 
casting system into a needed and ap- 
preciated public service. 
Swinging into _ stride 


with af] 


The Lonesome Train 


Perhaps no more appropriate 
analogy to the President’s death 
could be found than in the Earl 
Robinson-Millard Lampi!l 
tata, Lonesome Train, 
treating with the cortege of Lin- 


which was 


can- 


The 


coln’s body to Illinois, 


smoothness that surprised even the] originaliy produced last year by 
medium’s most ardent supporters, | Norman Corwin on CBS and 
broadcasting began coverage of the which Decca has since recorded, 
solemn course of events and stayed | As a result, many of the inde- 
on the job constantly. Announcers pendent stations around — the 
engineers, programming execs, country recorded the half-hou! 
scripters and all the individuals cantata with appropriate com- 
making up the network and inde- mentary to tie in with the sql- 
pendent pattern of U. S. and Ca-;| emnity of the occasion. WNEW 
nadian stations went to their posts | ‘N. Y¥.) recorded the program 
and remained there while an anxious | Friday night (13), with the sta- 
people sat by their radios sorrow- tion deluged with so many re- 
ing, wondering and hoping. guests for a repeat that it was 


Chief break for radio was that the 
announcement came at a time, short- 
ly before 6 p. m., when many radio 
reporters and commentators were at 


or working on their scripts. 

The wb stations in 
sent the tragic news out almost si- 
multaneously at 5:50 and 5:51 p. m.. 
as It was received from Ar “aia 
wires. 
White House 
details. Together with the newspa- 
per and wire service correspondents, 
the radio men arrived about 6 p. m. 
or shortly thereafter. 


At web headquarters all commer- 
cials were cancelled immediately and 
all regular programs were side- 
tracked, News coverage took prece- 
dence over everything. When fillers 
were needed, they were supplied via 
liturgie or other solemn music. 

Most stations, including indies, al- 
lowed no mention of sponsors at all 
until Friday night. After that, and 
until Monday afternoon, some spon- 
sors were allowed to identify them- 


lalks were aired. 


There were minor fluffs at the 
beginning of the cycle on Thursday 
evening. and a few mistakes. On one 
net a commentator announced, er- 
roneously, that the United Nations 
Conference at San Francisco 
been called off. On another web. 
for about 20 seconds, the air carried 
the bluest language radio ever let 
slip—some of the studio boys, ex- 
cited, didn't realize they were talk- 
mg to the customers. 

Walter Compton, Mutual rep ai 
Washington, started broadcasting 


selves with programs, but no cee 


from the White House a few min- | 
had | 
‘aken his oath, and was stopped by | 


utes after President Truman 


Secret Service men, who thought he 


(Continued on page 38) j 


their stations ready to go on the as 
1 


Washington | 


Then came the dash to the | 
offices for additional | '* 





had | 


put on again Sunday (15). 





United Nations Assn. In 
Burn Over WOR Brushoff 
On Bellamy Peace Airer 


A merica ) ASSN, Of Uli? ei vaites 
doing « burn over failure of 
Mutual to spot its special balf-hour 
show last Monday (16) over WOR 
the web's N. Y. flagship station. 
Show, written by Norman Rosten 
and starring Ralph Bellamy, was 
keyed to forthcoming Frisco peace 
parley and as such the assn. was 
| particularly anxious to get a N. Y. 








ee ed 





outlet. Claimed by the assn. that 
| Rosten, Bellamy. et al.. contributed | 
ia cuffo job on behalf of a vital 
| public service pitch with uhder- 


standing that program would go out 

| full network and that only less than 
an hour before air time was any 
mention made of the unavailability 
of the N. Y. outlet. 


BORDEN DICKERS FOR 
GRABLE, JAMES COMBO 


Hollywood. April 17 
Bordei's, anxious get into big- 
| league amiping next fall Cit 
| recently dropped the Ed Wynn show 
and is currently represented by the 
| Jerry Wayne program on the Blue) 
is dickering for a half-hour package 
teaming Betty Grable with Harry 

James, Latter currently spotted 
ion the Danny Kaye show. 

Sponsor had Judy Gar- 
land under wraps to succeed Wayne 
in the fall but Metro nixed the pic 
star's deal. Young & Rubicaro is the 
| agency on the Borden account. 


ire) 


prog 


is 


recently 


. 


SEE TRUMAN FRIENDLY TO RADIO 





RECALL 


As the radio industry views it, 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt had a 
| vital effect on its policy His death 


| last week, however, threw wide open 
| speculation as to President Truman’s 


i feelings on radio and its future. 
|}Coming at a time when the whole 
pattern of communications is on the 
| threshold of changing, when tele- 
vision, frequency modulation and 
the international communications 
| system is about to open up broad 
| new \ istas, the passing of Mr. Roose- | 
velt who, more than any other indi- 
| vidual, played a dominant role in 


charting the policy of the Federal 
| Communications Commission during 
the 12 years held office, has left 
ithe industry confronted with the 
poser: “Who will now he the guid- 
ing light FCC 

Mi vill 


first ident” in 


he 


of the 
Roosevelt 
Pre American 
That's not only because he 
held office during the period of ra- 
| dio’s ascendency and utilized its fa- 
cilities to fullest advantage, but 
| principally because of the interest. he 
manifested in of 


go down as the 
radio 


history 


ILS 


contro] communi- 


Reinsch Steps In 
Leonard Reinsch is moving in 
as a permanent member of the 
White House staff as President 
Truman's radio advisor and te 
head up the press and radio sec- 


retarial functions for the Chief 
Executive. 
Reinsch, who has been direc- 


tor-at-large of NAB, manager of 
the James Cox radio stations 
and director of radio for the 
Democratic National Committee, 
has been ‘Truman's personal 
radio advisor, a job dating back 
to the 1944 national campaign 
when Reinsch helped Truman on 
his aired speeches. 

Consensus in radio circles is 
that this may assure broadcast- 
ing one of the most powerful 
friends at court it has ever had 
in Washington. 


= -- 


| cations. The vigorous battles of the 
FCC in the past against monopoly in 
j radio and against dual (newspaper- 
radio) ownership followed, in ef- 
fect, the policies promulgated by Mr. 
Roosevelt. Realizing the inherent 
dangers of the newspapers also con- 
trolling radio, and irrespective of his 
knowledge of the virtual gangup of 
newspaper opposition to his adminis- 
tration, the President felt strongly 
that this threat to control of com- 
| munications could influence public 
| opinion. . By the same token he also 
| wanted to keep radio free from any 
| monopoly that might threaten free 
expression of opinion. 

Orthe surface, it's felt, all _indi- 
point the fact that 
Truman administration will be 
friendly to radio and the ideals 
that Paul A. Porter, the new chair- 
man of the FCC, holds for radio. 
And Porier, on the basis of his oper- 
ation thus far, is definitely comiit- 
ted to the path followed by his 
predecessor, James L. Fly. 


Earle McGill Checking 


eations to 





Earle McGill, the CBS producer- 
director, is checking out of the net- 
work in June at the expiration of 
his current contract. He been 
| with Columbia for the nine 
years, 

i MeGill leaving freelauce 
work and is undecided as yet 
whether he'll remain in N. Y. or go 
ito the Coast. If he sti east he'll 
do stage in addition to radio 
land contemplates some picture work 
ishould he go to California. 

Meanwhile there’s a pending spe- 
icial Navy assignment which 
jtake McGill overseas this 
jafter he checks out of CBS. 


has 


past 


is to ao 


avs 


work 


may 
sumimner 


Cleveland.—Three new 
to the WGAR siaff are ainouncer 
| Bob Neal, from WJIM; commercial 
land script writer James Orgill from 
WFM.J. and newsroom man George 
| Kilbride from Cleveland Press 


additions 


FOL INFLUENCE 


the | 


Out of CBS to Freelance 


v 


FOR 'S Ale Lever Bros. Sizzle at Burns-Allen 
Refusal to Make With Gags Mon. Nite 


+ 





‘Deadline Edition’ 


How the networks were forced 
to cope with an emergency situa- 
tion on the night of President 
Roosevelt's death ‘and illustrat- 
ing how effectively they ac- 
quitted themselves) was the 
case of the Blue’s “Headline Edi- 
tion” 7-7:15 show 

Program, based on the life of 


President Truman, was a hurry- 
up job: much that while 
the show was on the air it 
being delivered almost page by 
page from the scripting dept. to 
the mike. 


sO sO 


was 








Criticize Yanking 
Of Name Shows 





As commercial programming can- 
| cellations continued over the past 
| weekend and loss in network billings 
| ran into millions of dollars (see sep- 
|arate story), feeling was expressed 
| by some network and trade execs 
| that a great opportunity was muffed 
in keeping the stars off their regular 
| program. Question posed was: “Why 
| didn’t the weekend comedians, de- 
spite the necessity of last-minute 
scripting jobs to meet the occasion, 
go on their regular shows in a seri- 
ous vein ‘to present another, more 
serious side of our place Amer- 
ica?’” 

Feeling was expressed that despite 


in 


emergency period, nevertheless the 
spotting of such programming would 
have provided a hypo to the even- 
tempoed, dirge-like commentary 
marathon that prevailed. 





Pointed up as illustration of the 
impact of such star billings were 
the two-hour NBC parade of net- 


day night on the Fred Waring show: 
the unusually effective 
job engineered by Milton 


Biow in 


what cowld have been achieved pro- 
gram-wise was the revised 
used by Jimmy Durante and Garry 


musical stanza for a FDR tribute and 
recounting of “final impressions” ob- 
tained at the recent White House 
Correspondents dinner in Washing- 
tot?” How everrwcit shows as Des 
Kaye, Fannie Brice and some others, 
it's known, wrestled with last-min- 
|ute format changes but finally can- 
celled themselves off because they 
| couldn’t hit on the right formula. 
For the most part it was a 
| sexssnwhk” emergency, with the 
| works agreeing to rebates 
down the line for cancelled shows 
io sponsors who stayed on with 
revised formats willingly footing the 


| bill per usual despite a 





+ 


“no 
net- 
right 


single spon- 
sorship tagline or institutional plug. 


' 
' 


CRITICISM AROUSED 


Only 
record 


radio's beaut 
during the last week e 
came from over-excitement 
small handful of flacks. These guys 
and they were a minority 
jority being vith more im- 
portant affairs—sent out notes boast- 
about who beat whom, at how 


flaw in 
id 


DUSY 


ing 


minute-hand, with 
| Thursday evening. 
|} It was in execjable tasie. 
|dio was not alone One of the 
lesser but louder news-wire services 
did the same kind of crowing in a 
release delivered to editors by mes- 
senger. They should have sent their 
chief public relations guy 2U- 
mule team 


the sad 


But ra- 
here. 


by 


| 

j 

| 

} ; 

| tract still has three years to go. 
| 

‘ 


As FDR Tribute 


|the good taste and dignity with 
which radio acquitted itself in the} 


work stars and pix talent; the boft 
reaction to Orson Welles’ talk Thurs- 


last-minute 


setting three replacement shows for 


“Crime Doctor,” “Pays to be Ig- 
norant” and Phil Baker. 
Cited, too, as an illustration of 


format 


Moore who came in midway in the 


a 


| BY CLAIMS OF ‘SCOOP’ 


of a} 
of af} 


, the ma- | 


many seconds past what hour on the | 
news 


Lever Bros. reported plenty 
miffed over refusal of George Burns 
‘and Allen) to broadcast their regu- 


lar Monday night CBS Swan Soap 
show on the contention that “we 
don’t want to be the first big comedy 
show back on the air after three 
days of national mourning As re- 
sult of Burns’ attitude, it's now felt 
that the comedy duo's chances of 
| getting a release from their Swar 
| Soap contract «which up to now as 


regarded as a 


following Swan's 


loregone 
pacting 


conclusion 
of Joan 


| Davis) have been jeopardized. Con- 


Some in the trade interpret Burns’ 
action as attempt to force the break 
Bros. so they can 

the Maxwell House Coffee 

NBC, as detailed elsewhere 
| Burns wanted to do a serious show 
last 


with Lever take 
;on show 


ion 
| 


Monday (16) “in keeping,’ and 
vithout commercials. but Levers o1 
dered Young & Rubicam, agency on 

| the account, to put on a substitute 


| show consisting of Felix Mills music. 
Pdt Friday, vocalist, and the Swan- 
ettes musical group. Usual commer- 
|cials were read. 
Further pointed out by client that 
| comedy shows preceding B & A on 
{CBS Monday included the “GE 
House Party,” “Thanks to the 
Yanks” and Jack Kirkwood. 


From present indications Burns & 
Allen will be heading back to NBC 
in the fall replacing the Frank Mor- 
|gan Thursday night 
well House Coffee 
| Official release of B&A by Lever 
| Bros., who are dropping the comedy 
|duo from the Swan Soap progran: in 
|favor of Joan Davis, awaits the mere 
{formality of Miss Davis signaturing 
jher new pact. Meanwhile Benton & 
Bowles, agency on the Maxwell 
| House account, reportedly have B&A 
under wraps when the expected Max- 
well-Morgan divorce becomes final. 
Latter has been a six-year associa- 
tion, 

Chief factor in Morgan scramming 
out of the General Foods picture is 
said to be his refusal to fall in with 
GF’s plan for a live rebroadcast for 
the Coast. However, it’s known in 
the trade that the show’s rating has 
been disappointing in view of the 
program’s cost. 

“Topper’s” Summer Spot 

“Topper,” fantasy based on the 
books by Thorne Smith, and starring 
Roland Young, goes in for 15 weeks 
as a summer replacement for the 
Maxwell House Frank Morgan stan- 
za on NBC. 


show for 
(General 


Max- 


Foods). 


| 
| B&A Due For NBC Return 
j 
| 


38,700,000 Tune 


+ Tufph tragedy: 


President Roosevelt's death last 





Thursday (12) resulted in a peak 
radio audience for that night of 38,- 
700,00 adults as more than 52% of 
the homes in America were tuned 
in for radio coverage of one of the 
| top news stories of all time. 

| Figures compiled by C. E. Hooper 


disclose that the peak hour was 
| reached between 6:30 and 7 p.m. 
| when the full impact of the nation's 
| tragic loss began to take effect on 
ithe populace. Normal Thursday 
night audience for the 6 to 7 hour is 
19%, thus showing an increase of 
listening of 300%. 
| Ironically enough, it remained for 
| President Roosevelt himself to top 
|} last Thursday’s audience pull, the 
| Chief Executive having garnered the 
| greatest listening audience of all 
i time (79%) back in Dec., 1941, when 
| he delivered his war message to the 
| people. At that time he attracted e# 
radio audience of 62,100,000. 
President Truman, in his talk to 
, Congress Monday afternoon (16), at- 
| tracted 16,850,000 adult listeners for 
|a Hooperating of 32%, and here, 
|again, the daytime audience peak 
was atiained by the late President 
Roosevelt, in Dee., 1941, when 60% 
of the homes were tuned in, and in 
Jan., "$2, when he captured an adult 
;audience of 35% 
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NBC's 2-Hour Sunday Night Tribute 


To Pres. Roosevelt Sincere Memorial 


By DON WALSH * 


Duplicating its Saturday (14) af- 
ternoon program when leading lights 
of the legitimate stage paid homage 
to Franklin D. Roosevelt, NBC went 
to Hollywood Sunday night (15) for 
a two-hour (7-9) tribute it coopera- 
tively arranged with the Motion Pic- 
ture Producers’ Assn. and the Holly- 
wood Victory Committee. It was well 
done and fitted the tempo of the sor- 


rowful weekend. The difficult pro- 
duction chores were handled by How 
ard W e NBC’ head produce! oI 
the Coast 

A topflight corps of writers, includ- 
ing Carroll Carroll, Carlton E. Morse 
Glenn Wheaton and Don Quinn, were 
recruited for the memorial, with mu- 
sical portions handled by Maj. Mere 
dith Willson, an Army orchestra, and 
soloist Talent presented reads like 


a “Who's Who” in radio and pix. 

In order of appearance the two-| 
hour program included Ronald Col- 
man, John -Charles Thomas, Ken 
Darby chorus, Fibber McGee &| 
Molly, Kay Kyser, Ed “Archie” Gard- | 
ner, Ginny Simms, Dick Powell, Jo- 
seph. Szigeti, .James Cagney, the 
Charioteers, Eddie Cantor, Amos ‘n’ | 
Andy, Deanna Durbin, Will Hays, | 
Shirley . Ross. Bette Davis, Robert 
Young. Jack Benny, Hal “Gilder-| 
sleeve” Pe iry, Edgar Bergen 
Charles Laughton, Bing Crosby, 
Ethel Smith, Bob Hope and Ingrid | 
Bergman. Harry Von Zell, Don Wil- | 
son and Harlow Wilcox shared the | 
announcing assignments. 

The sincere grief of these show | 
people, many acquainted with the| 
late President, was evident all along | 
and the restraint with which they ex- 
pressed their sorrow and sense of 
personal loss was touching. This was 
no entertainment program, as such; 
it was an effort by film and radio 
personalities to express their feelings 
in the best manner kney knew. 

All-around excellence of the pro- 
gram makes it difficult to single out 
this or that portion for special praise. 
But all listeners must have thrilled 
to Charles Laughton’s reading of | 
Walt Whitman’s immortal “When | 
Lilacs Last in the  Dooryard 
Bloomed,” written in tribute to that | 
other great war President, Abraham 
Lincoln. Eddie Cantor, plainly near 
tears, cued his sincere tribute to the 
“March of Dimes” and the many 
crippled children made strong and | 
happy because of FDR's strength and | 
courage in the face of great odds. |} 
The couple in Wistful Vista likewise 
impressed as they quietly discussed 
the enormity of the world’s loss, and 
as Fibber explained to little “Teeny” 
why the flags were at half-mast 

Bette Davis and Robert Young, in 
Carlton Morse’s “A Paean to Youth” 
and James Cagney’s fiery recitation 
of “The Common Man™ highlighted 
the planned dramatic sequences, but 
there was lots of drama also’ as Free- 
man Cosden and Charles Correll (ap- 

@aring as themselves}, 





| products may 


muters on 





Dorothy Kilgallen 
view ). 

The FitzG's. as they refer to them- 
selves, broadce®t from their home 
with clinking of dishes in the back- 
ground adding to the homey atmo- 
sphere. Everything is all very good- 


(see separate re- 


natured with mock quarrels and 
corny jokes leading into plugs for 
all sorts of article Pegeen, on 
Tuesday's (17) program, had some 
mnnderful things to say about a cer- 
i yrand of femme slips that “fit 
ke the sk on a banana.” Flooi 
vax, cleansing agents, coffee (there 
seems to be a law that coffee mu 
e advertised o1 breakfast pro 
srams’ ana complete line of gro 
ceries inclu sg dog food hich gave 
Ed a chance to bark like several 
ifferent breeds of dogs This, it’s 


presumed, demonstrates that, no 
matter what kind of a dog you own, 
the food mentioned will make it a 
champion. 

Ed also read a poem (there seems 
to be a law covering that, too). It 
was about the clothing salvage drive 
He also delivered a charity fund 


drive appeal, jokingly, but appar- 
ently effective. In addition to plugs 
for specific articles, the routine also 


entails the 


partner, of 


reeling off by the femme 
where the 


be purch: sea 


various stores 


A lost dog also was advertised | 
along with a plug for the Hobo | 
News, which recently honored the 


Fitzgeralds with a picture-layout. 
Evidently it wasn’t reproduced very 
well because Ed squawked about the 
ink being smudged on his picture. 
It was brought out that he once was 
a hobo. 

“The Fitzgeralds” have built their 
Own personal following over a pe- 
riod of years and it must be sub- 
stantial and loyal. They teed off on 
WJZ with 16 sponsors participating 
plus a waiting list. That means they 
sell goods and that, despite certain 
crit) apparently is why radio was 
bor. Donn. 


“BREAKFAST WITH 

DOROTHY” 

With Richard Kollmar, Dorothy Kil- 
gallen 

40 Mins.; Daily, 8:15 a.m. 

Participating 

WOR, N. Y. 

The New York radio scene seems 
to be adding “breakfast nook badi- 
nage” to such radio standbys as the 
soap opera, quizzer, cliff-hangers. 
etc. Latest 
early morning scene to speed com- 
their way and remind 
workers of just how much 
time they have to make the bus or 
+ 


DICK AND 


office 


subway presents Richard Kollmar, 
from legit. and fourth-estater Dor- 
othy Kilgallen, his wife, from their 
66th street home each morning. 

| The Kolimars lean more to the cafe 


Benny, | society-Mayfair groove instead of the 


eary, Kyser, Bergen. Hove, Crosby | down-to-earth type of chatter dished 


and others took their turns at the 
NBC mike for persona! tributes. 

Also effective was tne message of 
Will Hays (from N. Y.) to pledge the 
film industry’s support to President 
Harry S. Truman, repeating the 
brave words of Mrs. Roosevelt, “Tell 
us what we can do.” Ginny Simms 
also asked for national cooperation 
with the new President. 


The religious motif was prominent 
throughout with an opening hymn, 
“Lead Kindly Light,” followed by 
Chaplain Lynn H. Brown’s (Army 
Air Forces) prayer and John Charles 
“Thomas siiging” Baliictiynin- ut the 
Republic” with the Darby choristers. 
Other religious music included 
Deanna Durbin’s superb “Ave Maria” 
and the Charioteers doing “Swing 
Low Sweet Chariot” and “Home in 
That Rock.” Crosby closed with 
“Faith of Our Fathers” after singing 
Brahm’s “Lullaby,” accompanied by 
Ethel Smith at the organ. 

Other music aired included Thom- 
as’ “Home on the Range,” Shirley 
Ross versions of “America, the Beau- 
tiful” and “Flow Gently Sweet Af- 
ton,” Dick Powell (from Chi) vocaliz- 
ing “Don’t Giye Up the Ship,” Maj. 
Willson’s version of his own and Vic- 
tor Herbert compositions and a Szi- 
geti violin solo. 

Morse rewrote parts of the biblical 
“Lamentations” for reading by Col- 
man to point up the tragic situation 
in Europe as_ peace 
Closer was Ingrid Bergman repeat- 
ing the Roosevelt prayer broadcast 
to the world last year the night be- 


fore the election that returned the | 
nation’s leader to the White House | 


for the fourth term he was destined 
not to complete. 


“THE FITZGERALDS” 

With Ed and Pegeen Fitzgerald 
Producer: Dick Charles 

25 Mins.; Mon.-Sat., 7:50 a.m. 
Participating 

WIZ, N. Y. 


The Fitzgeralds have their own | 
articular brand of humor and small | 


Ik (and they can keep it) with 
which they break up a string of 
commercials on this breakfast stanza 
aired by WJZ. The pair shifted over 
from WOR this w (16) and have | 
been replaced by Dick Kollmar and | 


aici . ee 





approaches. | 


|out by their predecessors, The Fitz- 
|geralds, now heard via WJZ. 


(See 
separate review.) 

_ Important part of these programs 
is the gimmick of announcing the 
“exact time” every couple of minutes 
so people won't be late for work, and, 
presumably. blame the broadcasters 
and sponsors, which would be bad 
from a sales viewpoint, natch. The 
rest of the format consists of a lot 
of informal gab about anything un- 
der the sun, and, if the sales dept. 
boys are on the job, a flock of com- 
mercials plugging various products 
from coffee to bras, or foundation 
garments, to paraphrase Earl Wii- 
son. The Kollmars, being newcomers, 
haven't latched on to many sponsors 
as yet so program caught (Tues.) 
consisted of hubby-and-wife chatter 
for the most part. 

The Journal-American columnist 
doubles a bit by introing “names in 
the news,” and Kollmar also adds the 
personal touch by bringing in names 
of pals and relatives. He also read 
a poem, rather a difficult chore at 
breakfast time, but that’s radio for 
you. He read the poem pleasingly, 
though, despite the early hour. It 
was war-themed. 

Also on briefly was the Kollmar’s 
daughter, Jill, an extremely cute kid, 
| according to her parents, but it was 
| evident she’s not old enough to have 
| developed a good mike voice so most 
| of her patter was on the unintelligible 
side. Another “guest” was the Koll- 
mars’ man, Julius, who not only ar- 
| rived on signal with more coffee but 
| did a Burton Holmes on the Panama 
Canal and sections of South and Cen- 
tral America. 

Dick and Dorothy have pleasant 
deliveries and maintain an informal 
attitude throughout. Program seems 
destined to be a money maker for 
all concerned, for presumably it will 
sell merchandise. It undoubtedly will 
serve as topriotch entertainment for 
many, Donn. 











Washington.—John Eisenhard, for- 
merly with WCBA-WSAN, Allen- 
town, Pa., and with the Southern 
States Fairfax Petroleum Coopera- 
tive, has joined the staff of WOL as 
continuity and script writer. 


opus to barge into the | 


“BALLAD FOR A PRESIDENT” 
With Tom Giavetr 

Producer: Ted Cott 

Director: Jack Grogan 

15 Mins.; Sun. (15), 5:45 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WNEW, N. Y¥. 





Tom Glazer’s original “Ballad for a 
President,” aired on the New York 
during 
the midst of the nation’s mourning 
for its departed leader, told the story 
of Franklin D. Roosevelt in the sim- 
ple, yet touching, folk-tune metier. 


lindie, WNEW, Sunday (15) 


It was unpretentious and simple but 
it wrapped up effectively the enor- 


cast, 


spotted Benny Rubin in a Jewish 
Yiddish intonation. 
Sample of the dialog follows: 





A&C Gags on Bias Sid 
How radio writers and actors can unconsciously disparage racial} 


minorities was pointed up anew in a recent Abbott & Costello broad- 
At a time when more and more a is being focused on the 
manner in which racial stereotypes are 
broadcast has created some unfavorable comment in the trade. 
Program, sponsored by Camel’ 


ing perpetuated, the A&¢c 


s through the Wm. Esty agency. 
characterization amd using a strong 


JEWISH CHARACTERIZATION (with accept): Good evening, Gen- 
tlemen, I'm from the Friendly Credit Company. My 





ped | ; a name is Auck—Tommy Auck. 

|mgus affection which the “little peo- COSTELLO: I think before I spoke to your brother—Mohawk. 

| ple” of this nation hold for the man J. Ga But of course, I think so too. Now Mr. Costello, our 

who recognized their right to life company makes a practice of examining all applicants 

liberty and the pursuit of happiness for loans, a mere formality, if I am not too inquisitive 
yattl to the end to bring then We have absolute faith and confidence in your honesty. 

these blessings COSTELLO: See that. Abbott? They trust me. 

Built around a recurrent theme J. ¢ Now Mr. Costello, please be so kind and place you 
based on traditional American tunes finger prints on this pad. I'll check with Washington 
“Ballad” was interpolated with con- later after we take a sample of your blood 
versations and soliloquies represent COSTELLO: You're gonna take my blood? 

ig the accomplishments of President | se oO} just a couple of quarts We return it after the 
Roosevelt during his White House | loan is paid up 
tenure. Such cues as “Brother, Can , — —_—___ a — 
Yo Spare a D me : the WPA, TVA 
Four Freedoms. and the international | “ADVENTURES OF BOSTON | mentioned in the winning letters. 
respect and affection won by the late BLACKIE” | Guest stars will be used on each 
President were all woven into the | With Dick Kollmar, Maurice Tar- | show with broadcasts originating in 
basic pattern as voiced by Glazer and plin, Leslie Woods, Frank Love- | the various Government hospitals in 
his guitar, “One, Two, Three; One, joy, Bernard Lenrow, Jack Man- | the Chicago area. Less than a min- 
, Two, Three: Franklin D’s the Man ning, Humphrey Davis, Bernard); ute is used for commercials, the 
tol Me 


“Ballad” was a fitting and respect- 
ful tribute ranking with the best of 
the others presented last week over 
'the nation’s stations Donn. 


“THE SOLDIER WHO CAME 

HOME” 
With Spencer Bentley, Florence Wil- 

liams 
| Director-Producer: Richard Leonard 
| Writers: Frank and Anne Hummert 
| 15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 11:30 a.m. 
| MANHATTAN SOAP CO. 
WEAF-NBC, N. Y¥? 

(Duane Jones Co.) 

This new entry in the soap opera 
derby is as timely as tomorrow's 
headlines, being focused on the prob- 
lem of the returning American ser- 
viceman from today’s battlefronts. 
And, based on the opening episode, 
this tight script promises not to be- 
come maudlin. 

Basically, the plot traces the be- 
havior of a typical Army man just 
discharged after three years of ser- 
vice. Opening sequence shows Bar- 
ney Cameron arriving home with his 
wife, Anna, now secretary to a cor- 
poration préxy. perturbed over hi: 
possible reaction. One gets the im- 
pression when he does arrive that 
Barney is more wrapped up in what 
happened to his pals who fell in bat- 
tle than how he recovered from his 
wound. He finds his wife has be- 
come extremely efficient on all de- 





mit it or not. Barney sounds the 
possible keynote of future chapters 
by saying that they cayt go back to 
the old days—that they must go 
ahead and accept things as they are. 
And he admits it is not going to be 
easy. 

Richard Leonard did a smooth di- 
recting-producing job on the Hum- 
mert script. Florence Williams made 
a capable, realistic Anna Cameron 
while Spencer Bentley, as Barney, 
gave this role sufficient light and 
shade to whet listener’s appetite for 
future ventures of the returned sol- 
dier. Combo of trim‘story and strong 
cast made this click despite the se- 
rial’s rather awkward title. Com- 
mercials held down to hardly more 
than a mention of the product. And 





Writer: Sherman Marks 
UNIVERSAL MOTORS 
WIND. Chicago 


(United Broadcasting Co.) 


from a military hospital in the Chi- 
cago area, this new audience partici- 
pation show also marks 


as a transcription outlet. Aired di- 


Great Lakes Naval 


convalescent vets a chance to earn 


g§00d listening for the dialer. For- 
mat is simple. Each broadcast three 
sailors or marines are chosen from 
the audience and asked to identify 
two songs played by organist Venida 
Jones. If they guess correctly, they 
are awarded two dollars and given 
five bucks additional if they sing, 
hum or whistle one of the tunes. 


and solos in addition to leading the 
community singing, heard at the be- 
ginning, in the middle and at the end 
of the show. These ‘are faded for 
the commercials. On the initialer 
the vets guessed and sang such songs 
as “When I Grow Too Old to 
Dream,” “Apple Blossom Time.” 
“Why Do I Love You?,” “Don't 
Fence Me In” and others, and Patty 
Ford soloed with “Tico-Tico.” It 
might be a good idea to have her 
sing twice on the shows. Fran Alli- 
son, femcee, keeps the show moving 
briskly. Morg. 





2@ Mins.; Mon. thro Fri., 7:05 p-m, 


First regular program to emanate 


; WIND’s 
debut as a “live show” producer of 
major proportions, after many years 


rect from the Recreation Center of 
j é hospital, the 
community sing-quiz not only gives 


some pocket money but adds up to 


Patty Ford assists the contestants 


Dudley and Hank Sylivern (organ) 
Director: 
Writers: 

enberg 
30 Min., Wed., 10 p.m. 

R & H BEER 
WOR, WN. Y. 
(Paris Aa Pea 1) 

Staten Island brewery 
well satisfied with the 
Blackie” airshow -t’s bankrolling on 
WOR. N. Y. Teeo:. Wednesday (11) 


had all the earmarks of being a win- 


Jeanne Harrison 
Ken Lyons and Ralph Ros- 


should be 


new “Boston 


flight direction and strong cast. all 
nicely molded to sustain 30 minutes 
of audience interest 
Unfortunately—and this can be 
remedied easily there are _ too 
many interruptions in continuity of 
thought by plugs for the sponsor 
The thing is overboard on commer- 
cials, which were too wordy and 
lengthy. Situation, too, about which 
plot of initial stanza was laid was 
very much like the plot of the first 








program of the “Blackie” series 
when it went on the air last June 
}over NBC for another’ sponsor. 


“Blackie” cracks a safe in order to 
get papers for a discharged service- 
man who, upon getting out of the 
Army, allegedly found his former 
business taken over by others. Later 
ex-GI is found dead and Inspector 
Faraday tries to pin the crimes o! 
Blackie, including the hi-jacking of 
50.000 cartons of cigarettes. Natural- 


tails and almost resents how she’s ly, it all comes out o.k. in the end 

aia 4 , af =a % . is free to cavort in 

laid out plans for his going back to and the hero is € 

work next stanza ; a 
aad : , ; dramatized by one of the ‘bes 
Scripters have pointed up that both -- | gang N. y the program 

the reurned soldier and his wife have | ***7* Race nada: igh Dick Kollmar’s 

changed, whether they want to ad- | 2/7€¢ IMPTEssively. ek ars 


performance as Blackie, a role 
played by Chester Morris. both in 
pix and on the air show last summer, 
was uneven, but able support by 
Maurice Tarplin as Faraday; Frank 
Lovejoy, as the soldier, and Leslie 
Woods. as the nurse at the blood 
bank. who got a play from the hero, 
helped matters considerably. How- 
ever, Kollmar will get beter as time 
goes on, Jeanne Harrison's direction 
of a good script by Ken Lyons and 
Ralph Rosenberg otherwise gave the 
stanza a hypo. Musical background 
by organist Hank Sylvern enhanced 
the continuity of the whodunit. 
Sten. 

“VARIETY AT 5:15” , 

With Art Van Damme Quartet, 


more indelible as a result. Wear. Jeanne MacKenna, Kay Campbell, 
ne Toni Gilman inn 
“ y Producer: Parker G s 
SING, SAILOR, SING” Writer: Boh Carman el 
With Fran Allison, Patty Ford,| 15 Mins.; Mon., Wed., Fri., 5:15 p.m. 
Venida Jones CARSON PIRIE SCOTT & CO. 
Producer: Les Weinrott WMAQ, Chicago 


(Burnet-Kuhn) 


Designed for the entertainment of 
service men confined to Army and 
Navy hospitals in the Chicago area, 
this 15-minute, three-times weekly 
stint should develop into pleasing 
fare as soon as the kinks are ironed 
out. Initialer (9) wasn’t much of a 
success from a musical standpoint. 
By the time Col. John R. Hall, com- 
manding officer of the Gardiner 
General hospital. from which point 
the first show emanted, had wél- 
comed Mayor Kelly, who spoke a 
few words, and Toni Gilman, guest 
star, had done a dramatic reading, 
and details of a contest were ex- 
plained, there wasn’t much time left 
for musical numbers. 


Art Van Damme Quartet is fea- 
tured, a bass. vibraharp, drums and 
accordion combo that specializes in 
swing stuff. Van Damme is in need 
of same new arrangements if “Span- 
ish Town” and “Avalon” played on 
the opening show are an example of 
what he is going to offer on succeed- 
ing shows. He should come up with 
some newer and fresher tunes, How- 
ever, group’s musicianship is up to 
the minute. Jeanne MacKenna was 
tops with the warbling of “Poor Lit- 
tle Rhode Island” and Toni Gilman's 
dramatic reading in French dialect 
was okay. Kay Campbell acts as 
mistress of ceremonies. 

Sponsor is offering a $100 war 
bond on each show for winning let- 
ters on why relatives or friends are 





or woman is serving their country. 
Bond is paid to the man or woman 


ner—good storyline and script, top- | 


proud because a certain service man | 


sponsor offering the program more 

as a goodwill gesture than for the 

purpose of selling merchandise 
Morg 
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“LETTER TO YOUR SERVICEMAN” 
With Bert Bachrach, Ken Farns- 


} 


worth, Helen Twelvetrees, Dor- 
| othy Hart, Joey Faye, Harry 
Balogh 


Supervisor: Paul Mowrey 
| Director: Harvey Marlowe 
Writer: Charles Spear 
30 Mins.; Tues., 8 p.m. 
JOHN DAVID STORES 


WABD-DuMont, N. Y. (Blue Net- 
work) 
Nine times out of 10 the variety 
format on television molds itsell 


into a click show. The Blue video 
department has been the greatest 
exponent of variety stanzas for tele- 
vision with “On Stage, Everybody,” 
“Kiernan’s Corner” and its latest, 
“Letter to Your Serviceman,” which 
last Tuesday (10) started a 10-week 
series sponsored by John David, 
N. Y., men clothiers. 

Program was staged especially for 
servicemen in hospitals in the metro- 





| politan area, their commanding of- 


| ficers having been notified by mail 
that stanza was being videoed fo: 


the vets and wounded servicemen 
Show was programmed with likes 
and dislikes of these men in mind, 


resulting in better visual acts than 
on many similar stanzas heretofore. 

Bert Bachrach was shown dic- 
tating a letter to servicemen in his 
office, his phone being used to call 
in the various guests. Harry Balogh, 
fight announcer, listed the six best 
fighters in history and then told sev- 
eral interesting boxing anecdotes. 
Cover girl Dorothy Hart. whose 
countenance has graced mag covers 
of national circulation many times 
in the past six months, pepped up 
proceedings by her casualness 
throughout the time she was before 
the cameras. Joey Faye followed 
with a comedy turn wherein, dressed 
as a wrestler, he nearly knocked 
himself out. Helen Twelvetrees, 
former film actress, then was inter- 
viewed by Bachrach and explained 
that she was preparing for a role in 
a forthcoming Broadway show fol- 
lowing a USO-Camp Shows iour of 
battle areas. 

Ken Farnsworth handled the spon- 
sor’s brief plugs in commendable 


wef rgh i x, 3 sriantine oA 4.64 eb ass vA 
j seo, POE out enat Scanze v 


aired over WJZ, N. Y., each Friday 
night, and inviting servicemen to 
send in suggestions for acts to be 
used on ensuing stanzas. Viewers 
were also invited to guess identity 
of three sisters who looked practic- 
ally the same, and those who iden- 
tify them correctly by name and 
number by mail will receive wallets. 
Cameras were handled neatly by 
the DuMont technical crew. and 
Harvey Marlowe's overall direction 
kept things moving along at a rapid 
clip. Sten. 





“ABE LINCOLN IN ILLINOIS” 

With Stephen Courtleigh, Alma 
Mansfield, John McKee, Vinton 

Hayworth, Mort L. Stevens, Mary 

| Michaels, others 

Producer-Director: Edward Sobol 

| Writer: Robert E. Sherwood 

| Mins.; Sun. (15), 8:15 p.m. 

| Sustaining 

| WNBT-NBC, N. Y. 


|! Undoubtedly one of the most am- 
bitious shows since the advent of 
video, this was probably also one ol 
the most successful programs yet 
televised. 
To impress about 60 guests, man) 
, of them from foreign countries, who 
jhad gathered in New York for a 
|four-day session of the Internationa! 
| Education Assembly, WNBT, put 0! 


| 


@ (a two-hour program on Sunday night 


| (15), and the highlight of it was the 
lentire first act of Robert E. Sher- 
| wood’s Lincoln play. Here the nar- 
row confines of the television sta 
had to accommodate a full cas’ 


(Continued on page 34) 
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Wednesday, April: 18, 1945 VARIETY a 


NO ‘HATFIELD-M°COY’—DEVINE 


Radio’s B.O. Potency Still Accented ‘DIRECTORS WANT Cowles Bros, Want to Unload WHOM, 
¢ Huddle With N'wk News Reps in N. Y. 


In Nets’ $32,057,233 2-Month Biz. 79) (| FAR STAT| EWS eps 


While estimated gross time sales for the four major networks dur- 
ing February climbed a half-million dollars over the same period last 














—— 








from all indi- 





oi on 





year, 
January s 16-million-plus figure. 


the $15,213,739 racked up for 
The Blue's $3,409,603 for Feb. paced 


the month represents a dip over 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


Mollifying gestures were made last 


Jergens Ups Winchell Ante 


cations, are about to wash up their 
affairs with WHOM and would like 


the field on percentage increase (22%) over the previous February, week in New York City to smooth Jergens has upped its bid for Wal- | to unload the N. Y. indie station as 
while Mutual’s $1,383,917 represented a 14% decrease over the pre- over and heal the threat of bad feel- | ter Winchell’s’ radio rene wal to | soon as possible. It's reported that 
vious period in 1944. | ine be rap radio directors, as such, | $7,500 week, but the colu nnist, kid- ithe Cowles’ attitude is that they 
On the cumulative side, the four-network estimated total for the and radio writers, as such. rhese | ding-on-the-square, would rather | ; 
. . he: nine ar . « . > 5e > yy 
two months, $32,057,233, represents a 6% increase over the °44 two- gestures followed publication of a| lave some stock-participation deal stubbed their toe in entering the 
month period. The Blue's business climbed 28% while Mutual wound report of gathering impressions by This would mark Winchell’s 14th |New York market via their WHOM 
Ne I 5 : — vear with +t} > sponsor as a ; i 

up with a cumulative decrease of 16%; wathinte nial otees Get dintetes Cai itn 1@ same ponso! S 3 acquisition and are w illing to call 
| aia : “) Sunday night newscaster ; 

Network Gross Time Sales ' were endeavoring to set themselves it quits if a deal can be negotiated. 


(Estimated) 
FOR FEBRUARY 


1945 


; up in a position of “dictatorial” pow- 


er regarding all production, editing, 
writing, re-writing and casting 


Tout Elmo Roper 


Overtures been 


the Newark 


have already 


made, it’s learned, to 


1944 Pet. op- Evening News, which recenily ae- 
Blue $3.409,603 $2,799,504 22 aaa ” re quired WBYN, whereby WHOM 
, : 4.356.89: ; Meanw . it was emphasized by ; 
‘olumbia 5,382,405 9,356,893 0.6 | eanwhile, i a ' | . 
aed 1,383,917 1,605,839 14 | Jerry Devine, president of the Di- | 8 rex 0 = ae GES $0 Con SEEN Sut 
NBC 5.037.814 4.941.358 2 | rectors’ Guild, that the directors do | fit if the latter dropped out of the 
| not regard writers as their enemies. | WBYN picture, Attorneys for the 
$15,213,739 $14,703,594 3 but that the proposals as outlined in | e Cowles interests met with the 
contract demands currently under | ut ances im i 
FOR FIRST TWO MONTHS negotiation with the networks are | Cowles and Newark News represen- 
1945 1944 Pet. primarily aimed at clarifying “what|  , eT tatives in N, Y, last week to discuss 
Blue $7,274,910 $5,695,204 28 is a director” and what his author-| __ rhe nominating bonaintttes of the a possible deal. 
Celumbia 11,274,782 11,015,861 2 | ity should be in relation to network National Assn. of Broadcasters met a 
Mutual 2,824,725 3,366,142 16 and agency officials. Devine regret-| i" New York last week to mull the | 
4 . . . . | * 
NBC 10,682,816 10,050,435 6 | ted any adverse reaction that news|! !ist of potential candidates for suc- 
- of their point of view had created | cessor to J. Harold Ryan, who is | sf varter 
$32,057,233 $30,127,042 6 th the writers. Both Devine and| stepping down as NAB prexy on 0 
Pete Lvon. head of the Writers! July 1. For the first time the name 
az | Guild, tended t6 “deplore” feuding. of Elmo Roper, of the Roper sur- bad 
- | Devine promised “Variety” a copy | VEY: Was projected prominently in i fe or 
stains uc e eme l lof the actual demands of his Guild, the picture. More than half a dozen 
but pressing personal business pre- | *'© 1 the running for the impor- 
vented him delivering the article and | t#"t industry post. Further reflecting the _current 
° - text of the demands as promised. It’s reported that the nominating | bullish aspect of the New York ra- 
ee- our ome ara e rl | e Considerable secrecy has prevailed | committee as a whole has not been|dio market and black-inked book- 
® lin the trade for the past several | 8>Y too enthusiastic over Ryan's per- | keeping entries are the figures on 


CBS is about to grab top laurels? 


on sustained comedy sequencing in 
rograms on a given evening. With 
anny Kaye moving into the 10:30 
p.m. spot on April 27 following the 
“Stage Door Canteen” exit, the net- 
work gains the distinction of wrap- 
ping up the 8 to 11 o'clock Friday 
night schedule, with virtually no in- 


eentration of network comedy shows 
back-to-back in one evening. How- 
ever, in CBS’ case it extends over an 
even longer period. These include, 
from 8 o'clock on, “The Aldrich 
Family,” the comedy-mystery “Thin 
Man” program, “It Pays to Be Igno- 
rant,” “Those Websters,” the Jimmy 
Durante-Garry Moore’ show . and 
Danny Kaye. 

Chief weakness in the comedy link, 
however (and one which CBS isn’t 
any too happy about) is the “Web- 
ster” program, originating from Chi- 
cago. Fact, too, that the show breaks 
smack into the middle (9:30-10) of 
the comedy sequencing, doesn’t im- 
prove matters any. Program, la- 
bellied in some quarters as a “road 
company ‘Aldrich Family’,’ has a 
current Crossley of 7.9, lowest in the 
six-show parlay, and while CBS pol- 
icy steers clear of throwing “weak 
sisters” off the net, nevertheless it’s 
known that network execs fear that 


unless Quaker Oats, which sponsors 
“Websters,” 











Pix Defense on Morals 


Question of whether moral stand- 
ards have deteriorated during war- 
time in U.S. and whether films have 
been a contributory factor 1s 
skedded for network airing in near 





the Coast. 


Blue Tele Sets 
War Dept. Tieup 


Blue network television exec Paul 
Mowrey, has set a deal with the War 
Dept. enabling the web video unit to 
get newsreel films directly from the 
Army Signal Corps Photo unit in 
Astoria, L. L 

Pact is significant in that the for- 
mer procedure was for television 
outlets throughout the country to get 
combat newsreel films from the NBC 
video department, which had been 
designatea as the UGisiiibution--unit 
for War Dept. newsreels. 

Now, under the new setup, Mow- 
rey can get films directly from As- 
toria, or from NBC, as he wishes. 








Will also strengthen the Blue net-! 


months with regard to directors’ 
viewpoints and this secrecy undoubt- 
edly has played a good part in flam- 
ing imaginations of many other per- 
sons, not writers alone, who saw 
their prestige being stepped upon. 
Directors who were inclined to 
stigmatize the original story as “ex- 
aggerated” or “unfair” argued that 


i taken as general. 





The nub of the quarrel seemed io | 


| be the power (as sought) to change 
| seripts in the studio without the 
permission of the writer. Directors 
| said that was not the menacing con- 
| dition excited writers charged, but 

to this apology writers replied it 


| tegrity, that what he wrote and the 
| way he wrote it should not be sub- 
| ject to indiscriminate mutilation and 
change. “What gives a director ‘the 
competence to improve in 20 minutes 
or a half-hour the work a writer 
has spent.20 days to complete?” was 
one comment. 


Rehearsals Reveal Flaws 


Directors. point to the faults and 
flaws in scripts as revealed during 
Lrehearsal and of the need to fix up 
| lines, and sometimes scenes, tO make 
them play smoothly. Writers 
that’s not the same as the privilege 
the directors want established on 
their behalf. 





sonal choice for the job, Byron Price, 


the first-quarter business racked y 


director of the Office of Censorship. | by WNEW, the Bulova-owned N. Y. 
As a result Ryan, it’s claimed, is not | indie, which last year cleared in ex- 


a little miffed over the 
given his candidate. 

In some authoritative quarters it’s 
expected that the top slot industry 
job will go to either Don Elias, of 
WWNC, Asheville; Paul Morency, of 
WTIC, Hartford, or G. Richard Shaf- 


brushoff 


JOAN DAVIS IN NO. 3, 
BENNY RATING DIPS 


For the first time since the Hooper 
organization set up its popularity 


| surveys in November, 1934, the Jack 
| Benny program has dropped out of 





| 
| 


Say | 


eee. | the “First Fifteen” listing on ratings. 
was the very heart of a writer's in- | B & 


Newest Hooperating for the April 
1-8 period puts Benny in No. 17 spot, 
with a rating of 15.2 (audience pull 
on the repeat Pacific broadcast is not 
computed in the figures which, if 
they were, would hypo the rating to 
17.6 and sandwich him in between 
Charlie McCarthy and Eddie Cantor 
for 12th place). 

Another significant aspect of the 
latest Hooper tallies is the spiraling 
of the Joan Davis rating, the come- 
dienne climbing into third place and 
demonstrating her current b.o. po- 
tency which cued the recent sponsor- 
ship scramble following her Sealtest 
divorce. With a rating of 26.0, Miss 
Davis climbed 63 points. 


| cess of $1,000,000 net on the sale of 


time. 

Figures for the first three months 
show that the station is heading for 
another b.o. record, with biz thus 
far up 26% over last year. Mean- 





; on Oe ; ‘ wien a me while, station personnel finds itself 
: . . i future via the Blue’s “Town Meeting | except in rare instances directors . ae G j , . anGs its 
terruption, for a three-hour laugh uture via t Se al ta siti d not likely |‘ °% WIS, Columbus, S. C.—at least} cramped for space in its present 
routine. Not since the days when|0 fthe Air. are not in the position and not Ukely!to occupy the berth until after the | Madis av 
; a ~ “Ogre vill spot film colony reps|to be in a position to act the dic-| ..... ; -. § | Madison avenue quarters with 
Burns & Allen, Fibber McGee & Program \ P _— : war in the Pacific is over. | switchover d 
Molly, Bob Hope and Red Skelton| who are currently prepping a de-|tator. Meanwhile they thought in- | pabatvcehctd baleen : . o new and enlarged 
gave NBC a four-way Tuesday night|fense of pix on the whole moral | dividual instances of arrogance or | hdqts. at 565 Sth avenue not skedded 
parlay hee there been such a con-| question. Show will originate from | roughshod treatment should not be | | until after the first of the year. 


WNEW biz hypo is typical of the 
N. Y. indie stations’ current wave of 
prosperity, with indications that the 
b.o. “take” for 45 will hit new highs 
right down the line. 


C.A. Buss Readies Scripts 
For Prospective CBS Kid 
Show ‘Sparrow and Hawk’ 


Carl A. Buss, who was the contract 
writer on the recent CBS serial, 
“The High Places,” is preparing sam- 
|ple scripts for the prospective CBS 
j}house show, “The Sparrow and the 
Hawk,” following the sudden tagging 
of Lawrence Menkin for the Army. 

This is the second of two wew se- 
rials for the 5:30-6 p.m, children’s 
| hour on the web. “Cimmarron Tav- 
ern” by Felix Holt got going !ast 
| week under direction of John Dietz. 
|Riehard Sanville is CBS-tagged to 








upgrades their half- er o~¢ Here’s the top 15: jdirect “Sparrow” when ready. 
hour, its position in the evening's | Work’s television newsreel exhibi-| The argument between writers and | Dei Gets f.. 295 | There's been some delay making the 
continuous comedy format will in- tion on V-E day, speeding up tele- directors has been going on for| Fibber McGee & Molly 2985 jadventure yarn conform with CBS 
vite tuning out and jeopardize the | vising of films on DuMont’s WABD, | years. It has been aggravated by the| Joan Davis ........... ..... 26.0 |seript program code for kids. Prof. 
higher-rated Schnoz-Kaye programs | N. Y., where the web will have ex- |recent tendency to compel individ-; Walter Winchell ....... 25.5 | Arthur T. Jersild of Columbia U. has 
that follow. 7 clusive use of facilities, by not hav-/| yals to choose between the profes- | Screen Guild Plavers 229 | been conferring regularly on the 

Status of the Philip Morris “Ig-| ing to wait for NBC to get clearance | sions. Such personages as Norman} Bing Crosby ............ 299 | Problem with Robert J. Landry, di- 
norant” show, too, remains in the | on reels. Corwin, Arch Oboler, William N.! [ux Radio Theatre. 297 ~|rector of CBS program writing di- 
Problematic stage, with the Biow | ; Robson, Robert L. Shayon, Jerry| “Mr. District Attorney”..... 21.8 | vision. 
agency, which handles the account. | Bab S k Off June 10 Devine and others got “famous” no! | Abbott & Costello.......... 196 | — i Oa in 
reportedly looking around for a | y nooks ’ as writers alone or as directors alone| Kay Kyser fe 1iw0 | 
suitable replacement. What plans if | d Ti but as  writer-directors. Money-| Charlie McCarthy 17.7 RISE STEVENS CLASS 
any Milton Biow has for the spot Sponsor Surren ers IMC@ makers like Clifford Goldsmith.| Eddie Cantor . w2--i 
he's keeping under wraps following T Fannie Brice Sunday night Carleton E. Morse, Elaine Carring-| Hit Parade .... ge MUSICAL FOR ‘INFO’ 
his recent return from the Coast. rhe po gl - off for immer on ton, Irna Phillips have been as much | Hildegarde 16.0 

——_--——- a bagi og, area Foods, sponsors | Property-owners as authors. Now Bob Burns j 15.5 Hollywood, April 17. 

Rexall Promosh Payoff le the aieamnals giving up the time that the practice of networks is to! Mr. and Mrs. North” 15.5 Class musical program starring 


Boosts Schnoz’ Hooper | 


for a 13-week period. 


segregate 


the functions and force a | 


| Rise Stevens and a rotation of name 


Danny Thomas, featured comic on choice, there are a number of opin- | ° }eonductors has been packaged by 
; Despite the less-than-a-week lapse | the show goes overseas to entertain | ion-moulding directors who pepe Blackout on Plug-uglies MLA as — replacement ‘ oor 
in time between its takeover of the the Aneny of Occupation in Europe. | longer permitted to write but who} : be : Socony-Vacuum's “In formation 
Jimmy Durante-Garry Moore show | while Jerry Seelen, who writes the | continue to think of themselves a: Cincinnati, April 17. | Please.” Contracts are said to be 


and the initial broadcast under the 


| Thomas songs, has been pacted to do 


| writers, and especially as unexcelled 


Beginning April 29 there will be 


| ready for signing with no hitches in 


new sponsorship, United Drug’s all- a Metro musical. Eddie Davis| judges of writing. three daily blackout periods on/| sight. 
out Promotion-exploitation bally and | wanted Seelen to do the score for a| Clarence Menser, vice-president of} WLW for spot announcements, Augmented orchestra will accom- 
Placarding of its Rexall stores has | forthcoming Broadway musical but | NBC, is leader of the viewpoint that | straight or singing, on most laxa-| pany Miss Stevens and guest singers 


already paid off rating dividends. 
New Hooper tallies show the pro- 
gTam climbed to 13.1, representing a 
6 upgrading over its final broadcast 
ynder the Camel fold. That puts 
Schnoz & Co. one point behind the 
Amos ‘p’ Andy 14.1 pposition ratiz. 


| Cleveland. 


|latter preferred to take on the pix 
| assignment. 


-~WGAR has sold a 
| half-hour six-day-a-week _ platte1 
|show at 8:30 a.m. to William Taylor 


;& Sons dept. store. 


|!a director cannot be defined, but is 
something different in nearly all 
leases. The difficulty in defining the 
job or of finding any measure-tape 
for quality in direction has 


| been mentioned in bull sessions in 


ithe trade. 


often | 


| 
| 
J 


tives, deordants, alkalizers and other 
such items. 


ager, who announced the ruling Sat- 
urday (14), specified the blackout 


| in repertoire of operetta and filmu- 


| sical scores. 
Rebert E. Dunville, general man- | 





Ephlin to Gale Agey. 
Donald L. Ephlin has joined the 


| times as 7:30 to 8:45 a.m., 11:30 &.m.| radio department of the Moe Gale 


i 


to 1:30 p.m., and 5:45 to 7:30 p.m. 


agency, 
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WMPS, Inc., a wholly owned sub- 
sidiary of Plough, Inc., of Memphis, has 


now assumed active operation of W MPS, 
following transfer of ownership from the 


Memphis Broadcasting Company. 


The present, aggressive policy of 
WMPS will be expanded to further serve 
those who have come to look to this pro- 
gressive station for results. And the bright 
days ahead in postwar broadcasting will 
find W MPS contributing toward constant- 
ly increasing listener enjoyment through 
an outlet embodying newer principles and 


practices in the world of radio. 


For 20 years, WMPS has been a factor 
in Memphis and Mid-South broadcasting. 
Now under its new ownership and with 
the same management, even greater things 
are in prospect. As material and equip- 
ment become available, refinements are 
planned in both quality and coverage of 
broadcasting. 


W MPS is proud of its affiliation with 
the rapidly expanding Blue Network of 
the American Broadcasting Company. 
Through this network’s facilities, as well 
as through its own local programming, 
W MPS service to the public will continue 
to provide radio’s outstanding educational 
and entertainment features. 


eae. Reach and sell this: responsive, growing 


audience—in one of the nation’s outstand- 


ing markets. 


H. R. KRELSTEIN, 
Vice President and General Manager. 












WCKY-MUTUAL TIEUP 


Cincinnati, April 17. 

While in New York this week 
| Kenneth Church, WCKY gen. megr., 
| will huddle with Mutual execs on 
what might be the final try to have 
| the station become that network's 
| affiliate June 1, when CBS switches 
|from WCKY to WKRC, the latter 
Pnow Mutual. 





Feeling in the local trade is that 
there is little chance of a Mutual- 
WCKY deal which would mean 
Mutual will be without an outlet in 
Cincy the nation’s 19th city and 
b nar} Mutual is known to 
nave ide several offers to WCKY 
eaci one al ante-uppel vet tinde 
figure expected by the 50,000 
wattel 

As an indie. WCKY will reduce it 
present rate to be competitive wit! 
WRKR¢ wna WSAI { has become 

O WSAITI, a Marshall Field sta 
tio is linked with the Blue web 


| Cines S 
Scripps-Howard chain, is the exclu- 
sive local this sea- 
son and has Mutual 


other indie, 


station 


nixed 


baseball 
already 
overtures 
Mutual's only 
Cincy sprinkling is via the new 
WMOH, a 250 watter in Hamilton 
O.. 20 miles distant, which can be 


hereabout 
vould cal? for adve 
listing of WMOH schedule 
in radio tabies in Cincy dailies 


heard on most sets 


Such a linking 


ising Ol 


Closest present Mutual stations | 
j}are 5,000-watt WIBC, Indianapolis; 
250-wait WKBV, Richmond, Ind., 


Lexington, Ky 
will be dropping 
a few 


|}and WLAP., 
it's reported from 


that hookup in month: 


Coast Station Donates 


Revenue to Polio Fund 


Los Angeles, April 17 
ained for an independent 
KFAC, to approach the 
solemnity of the President's 
an innoyational 


It ren 


passing 


touch. Time 


sales from last Friday through Sun- 
| day estimated by Manager Cal 
i} Smith at around $4,000, wefe do- 


nated to FDR's pet charity, the 
Warm Springs Foundation 


In tine 


with the policy of othe 
stations, KFAC removed all spots 
for that period and confined com- 
;mercials to mere sponsor identifica- 
| tion. Smith said that nearly all 
;clients contacted gave hearty ap- 


proval to his plan. All program 
| were made to conform to the na- 
| tion’s mood ivel 


comedy 


sorrowing with lively 


sic and tabu 


| Free Watch Plugs on Air 
Shows Get Slapped Down 


Hollywood, April 17. 

Pianters for Bulova and Gruen. 
who sneak in mentions of the time 
pieces on comedy shows through the 
gift of the product, got a fast heave- 
ho from NBC last week. Practice 
got so out of hand that Sid Strotz 
ordered a halt called. Hereafter 
scripts will be closely examined for 
the watch gimmick and comics told 
that ad libbing the free plug would 
not be considered cooperative in the 
movement to stamp out the quarter- 
back sneak. 

One watch recipient had his gift 
appraised at $70. Bulova is doubling 
up with a largesse of ties generously 
embroidered with tie trade name. 


PROSPECTS NOT BRIGHT 


WCPO, in the} 


remaining bet for a | 





High Prices for Sample 
Scripts Enliven Competish ~ 
For ‘Aldrich’ Assignment 


Literary agent firm of Brandt & 
| Brandt has been conducting a search 





|for writers to handle “The Aldrich 
| Family ” for Clifford Goldsmith who 
jis withdrawing from the script job of 


jthe air show he originated to write 


janother stage play. High fees paid 
|for sample scripts, reported around 
$500. and the promise of a fat con- 
tract price for the successful con- 
tender has brought out a lot of st ge 
ind magazine writers to compete for 

ec a rine 

No decision yet apparent 

Search for Henry the 4th 

Young & Rubicam, agency the 
General Foods “Aldrich Fa 
account as started its quest f¢ a 
|} fourth Henry Aldrich. Dickie Jones, 
who followed Ezra Stone and ther 


|} Norman Tokar in the lead role, goes 


j into uniform in a couple of months. 


| Ed Duerr, supervisor on the Al- 
drich show, plans looking over the 


radio talent rosters in N. Y., Chi- 
| Cago, Hollywood and San Fran- 


cisco, in the hopes that Henry the 
14th will be set to move in when 


| Jones steps out 


} Fort Wayne. Fred Holt, forme 
j}news editor at WOWO, will take 

charge of news at WIRE, Indiau- 
| apolis. 
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ig 





Whea the bell sounds Time!” 
for the start of every business 
day, Weed men come out of 
their corners from coast-to- 
coast, ready for the kind of 
action that makes time mean 
money for sales-able stations. 















































“I have them served right in the bor. I like the pictures 
on the back too.”” 
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Legit Stars Pay Homage to FDR 
In Dramatic 1-Hr. NBC. Broadcast 


By SAUL CARSON 

For 56 minutes over the air 
last Saturday (14), the American 
theatre stood before the world and 
wept. It eried for the departure of 
jts great and good friend, Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, 

The show, which NBC aired coast- 
jo-coast at 2 p.m., was announced as 
bute to the 


a 1 memory of 


the American theatre. But it 


was more, much more than that. It 


from 


was a tribute to the American the- 





' 
somehow 


| 


FDR | 


; 


tra played the second movement 
from Schubert's “Unfinished Sym- 
phony” and the show was over. 


Silently the artists filed out of the 
studio, Most of them went off alone. 
Lytell caught up with Ethel Barry- 
more, held her arm as they entered 
an elevator. A few soldiers, who had 
got onto the studio stage 
to see the show, straightened up and 
walked out visibly moved. 

The prayerful tributes, 


the touch- 


| ing words had been spoken. The air 


| program 


atre, which rose giant-like to a stat- 
ure almost as tall as that of the man | 
these showfolk had come to mour 


There was a pattern to the show. 
That inevitable. Arthur Hop- 
kins and Brock Pemberton had col- 
laborated with NBC’s top program- 
mers to give the stanza shape. In the 
control room was NBC’s national 
production director, Wynn Wright. 
Leading the NBC oreh was Dr. 
Frank Black, playing mostly music 
t} had arranged for the occa- 


Was 


at he 
si0n 
But the 


heart of the 


ihe heart of show business, un- 
ashamedly bared for the whole 
world to see. And the life of the 
show came from the genuine grief, 
the stark sincerity, the elemental 
humanity of these people, for the 
nonce just simple people weeping 


for the loss of the man they loved. 


Was ovel 


that for 


But one felt, 


somehow, these children of 


Franklin Roosevelt, a greater pro- 
|} 8ram—tin the spirit of his memory 
lay ahead. For through the whole- 
hearted honesty, the unglossed an- 
guish of their grief, the manner in 
which they had paid their tribute— 
they showed themselves as worthy 
of a place next to Roosevelt's “in 
the palm of our Lord’s hand.” 





Their dressing rooms were dark 
this Saturday afternoon, since all 
matinees had been cancelled. And it 
was just as well, For none could | 


haye done anything but the lines fit- | 


ting this program. All else would 
have been acting. 

Most of them had brought thei: 
own lines. There was no script to 
speak of. Ethel Barrymore copied 
the 23d chapter of Psalms for her 
part. Josephine Hull came with 


a thumb-worn paper edition of Sir 
James Barrie from which to read a 
moving piece. Frank Fay had his 
Whitman, from which he read “Cap- 
tain, My Captain.” Canada. Lee had 
come up with a part from Ben 
Hecht’s “Tribute to Gallantry.” And 
Eddie Dowling just threw away his 


script, sat down at a table mike and | 

ad libbed for two minutes. 
Eddie Dowling Overcome 

Dowling told how a White House | 


car had brought flowers to the place 
in Maine where his own mother lay 
dead, back in 1936. The flowers were 
from President Roosevelt. He talked 
about FDR’s interest in showfolk, 
recalled the President’s order to set 
up the Federal Theatre Project un- 
der WPA, seemed to want to say 
more. But he couldn’t. His voice 
choked up. He just sat there and 
cried into the microphone. Rever- 
ently, he prayed: “Oh dear Mr. Pres- 
ident, I hope you are right in the 
palm of our Lord’s hand.” Then he 
pushed back his chair and ran out 
of the. studio. 

Most of the others had already 
preceded Dowling. Walter Hampden, 
Hopkins, Bert Lytell and Pember- 
ton had spoken briefly, followed by 
Mady Christians, Lee, Franchot 
Tone, Josephine Hull, Leo Carroll. 
Laurette Taylor and Fay. Somehow. 
Dowling’s overwhelming prief 
seemed to change the atmosphere 
for a moment. There was a notire- 
able stiffening, as if so many of the 
artists who had been crying con- 
finually said to themselves that 
now’s the time to buck up. 

Now, Tallulah Bankhead’s turn 
For the first time in almost an hour 
she pulled herself together. In a 
clear voice, holding back her sols, 
she read a_ special tribute from 
Nathaniel A. Benson, president of 
the N. Y. branch of the Canadian 
Authors’ Association. Elliott Nu- 
gent followed, Edna Phillips sang 
Gounod’s “Ava Maria,” the orches- 











Overseas for USO Since Jan 
‘43—Now in Germany 














FRED LIGHTNER 


Dir: PHIL COSCIA 

















Harrisburg.—Harvisburg’s new sta- 
tion, WHBG, an affiliate of the Blue, 
will begin broadcasting on May 15. 
Work of remodeling the basement of 


| the Blackstone building, where stu- 
pattern was | dios will be located, is rapidly near- 


ing completion. 
parse ana 


-—— — —-- 


| Paul 





PAUL MANN GETS ROLE 


Marx Loeb Is Again Directing CBS 
Serial “This Life Is Mine” 








Paul Mann won the competitive 
audition last week for the part of 
Lt. Todd Shepard in the CBS serial 
“This Life Is Mine,” written by Lynn 
Stone and Addy Richton. It’s the 
beginning of a new story sequence. 
Gertrude Warner and Michael Fitz- 
maurice continue as leads, Meanwhile 
Marx Loeb has resumed as director 
of the serial. 

Thelma Schnee, a pivotal character 
in the last sequence, has gone to San 
Francisco to visit her officer-husband, 
Moss, also of show biz. 


MCA’s Clifton Webb Show | 


Music Corp. of America is ped- 
dling a show starring Clifton Webb, 
based on an idea and script by Sam 
Taylor. Was originally a Leland 
Hayward office package which went 
over to MCA when latter organiza- 
tion merged with Hayward recently. 

Stanzas has a show business back- 
ground with Webb as an Alexander 
Woollcott-type character. Several 
nibbles reported but no deal set yet. 





Des Moines.—Ken Houseman, for- 
merly with KGLO, Mason City, 
Iowa, has joined the staff of KRNT, 
Des Moines, and in the future will 
use the name Ken King. 








Col. Palmer, lowa Station Owner, Raps 
Plug Writers and He’s Not Fooling 


Chicago, April 17. 
Radio copywriters, by their igno- 
rance of 


ear salesmanship, and 
monotonous announcers have been 
killing off listeners so fast that 


today radio is selling but 1% of its 
listening audience, according to Col. 
B. J. Palmer, owner of WHO, Des 
Moines, and WOC, Davenport, in an 
address before the Chicago Radio 
Management Club last week. 


Palmer stated that copywriters, by | 


throwing their copy together in a 
hurry and using deceptive and over- 
long wordage, combined with unin- 
teresting delivery by most an- 
nouncers, is driving listeners away 
from their sets. 


Palmer believes that the industry 


is losing a bet by not training both | 


copywriters and announcers for a 
better job of air salesmanship.: The 
copywriter, he says, should develop 
ear approach and cut unnecessary 
words that only make for confusion; 
eliminate superlatives, which stran- 
gle copy, and write and rewrite 
many times before putting the com- 
mercial on the air. The average an- 
nouncer, he stated, lacks the proper 
sales values in his language, has no 


: fluctuation in changing tempos, with 
the result that the listener is dis- 
gusted, closes his mind and ears to 
the commercials and doesn’t buy. 
Sales begin with the copywriter and 
continue with the announcer, he 
said, and if most commercials were 
separated from their tumorous mass 
of cancerous words and projected by 








idea of shadings or tone and uses no 


an announcer who was trained to 
sell, more sales would result 


The 


colonel 


varned the industry 
that it should clean house and stop 
ignoring the listener, who he desig- 


nated as the forgotten man, and 
mind its p’s and q’s or radio censor- 
ship would more than an 
idle threat Once censorship starts 
it will get out of hand, he said. and 
the industry may find itself a gov- 


become 


ernment monopoly. One persistent 
offender may well break the dike 
that is holding back government 


control, he declared. 


Pays Up, No Alimony Jail 
Dallas, April 17. 
Cowboy radio actor W. L. (Bill) 
Boyd paid $200 here last 
week and escaped a threatened jail 
sentence for contempt of court. 


atimony 
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[ HOME TOWN BOY || 
> MAKES GOOD = 


Remember 1936? A second term and nine years ago. 
That’s when Cloverland Farms Dairy* started on 
Baltimore’s Big Home Town Station WFBR. It was 
natural that the Cloverland people—home town boys 
who grew from small beginnings to Baltimore’s biggest 
independent dairy—should turn to WFBR. 


Since then Cloverland has consistently been on 
WFBR in programs of their own or on WFBR’s 
specials—such as Club 1300. Right now they have 






...or how to win the 
Baltimore market ! 





a 


the 5 minute news period on Club 1300 six days a 


week at 11 A.M. 


Remember the above facts when people start 
talking about RESULTS in Baltimore! Yes, if you 
want to know what to buy in Baltimore. . . buy what 
the successful home town boys have always bought 
and are buying today...W...F...B...R... 


*Agency: Katherine H. Mahool, Advertising 


MEMBER — MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM @ WATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE — JOHN BLAIR & CO. 
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P79 Wistful Vista is the legendary home of one 
of America’s best-loved families—the boastful, 
blundering, big-hearted Fibber and his kindly, 
[rish-witted Molly. 

They have been careful to retain their 
“hominess” because they realize that this 
small-town wholesomeness is the good earth 











APRIL, 1935 


The Johnson’s Wax people put a veteran 
comedy team, and a new kind of radio act, 


on a modest network of 26 NBC stations. 


JULY, 1936 

After a year and a quarter on the air, 
Fibber McGee and Molly received a 
Hooper rating of 7.0—the first available 


Hooper rating on this show. 


OCTOBER, 1936— APRIL, 1937 
Fibber McGee and Molly received a 


winter season aver age Hooper rang 





from which their comedy blossoms so lustily. 

Fibber McGee and Molly would be the first 
to acknowledge that a large share of their suc- 
cess is due to Don Quinn, their writer, and to 
the makers of Johnson’s Wax, their sponsors. 

Johnson’s Wax officials have seen their faith 
in this beloved comedy team more than justi- 
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OCTOBER, I944— FEBRUARY, 1945 
Fibber McGee and Molly received an 
average Hooper rating of 30.4— 
making them the highest-rated comedy 
team on the air. Incidentally, 

under the Crossley Recall system, 

they received the highest rating 


ever obtained by a half-hour program. 


APRIL, 1945 


Fibber McGee and Molly celebrate their 


tenth anniversary on NBC. They are 
now heard over 141 NBC stations, 


short-waved to troops in every part 


of the world. 


TODAY 


Fibber McGee and Molly reach an 
estimated weekly audience of 
10,000,000 families. 


fied as the program’s popularity grew steadily 
through the years until today Fibber McGee 
and Molly are good neighbors to some 30 
million American listeners. 

They are also good neighbors to Bob Hope, 
who has oceupied the Tuesday night half-hour 
following them since September, 1938. The 


National Broadcasting Company 


W4E—RADIO'S BS5th ANNIVERSARY—PLEDGED TO VICTORY? 


(The Story of kibber McGee and Molly) NO. 2 OF A SERIES 


Cc 





two programs comprise the highest Hooper- 
rated hour on the air. 


* 


A good show, plus good neighbors, plus NBC 
facilities is the NBC formula for developing 
a great show, 


America’s No. 1 Network 
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WBBM’s FDR Documentary Quickie 
To Get Airings on All Battleships 


Chicago, April 17. 
Swiftness of production, to which 
radio is often subjected, was put to 


an acid test here last week when 
Les Weinrott and a staff of WBBM 
writers, musicians and actors, put 


o'clock the last page of the manu- 
script came from the writers, still 
to be rehearsed, and at 9:30 p.m. 
the show went on the air. So suc- 


cessful was the broadcast that the 
Navy has requested permission to 





on a documentary half-hour show in 


make transcriptions of the airing to 
honor of Franklin D. Roosevelt, as a 


lebe played on every battleship in the} 





Navy man, in a little over two hours. | fleet 

When notification of the Presi- | On top of the task of rushing 
dent’s death was received Weinrott | through the special Roosevelt show 
was rehearsing an episode of “Those | Weinrott was called upon to write | 
Websters.” At its conclusion he con- a musical with narration to replace | 


ferred with Les Atlass, Mayor Kelly | the regular “Those Websters” Friday | 


and Phil Wrigley and at 6:30 p.m. night broadcast over CBS, based on 
Everett Holles, WBBM-CBS news| “These Were. Words He Spoke” and 
edito and Ken Robinson, were put rewrote the “America in the Air” 
to work on the script, assisted by Wrigley program, heard Saturday 


musical director Caesar Petrillo and 
chief arranger Frank Smith. At nine 


nights over CBS, to conform an epi- 
sode in the life of the late President. 


‘Tom McKnight to Produce 
| Billie Burke Raleigh Airer| 


| With Billie Burke 
|Raleigh’s “Carton of 
placing Henny Youngman 
(Wed.), comedy show originates at 























starring in 
Cheer,” re- 
tonight 


| unimpdressive, especially in close-up 





|{NBC on the Coast, airing for the 
east at 5:30 with a Coast repeat at 





Tom McKnight, permitted by his 
| Universal producer contract to do a 
| M-G-M's “Music for Millions” |radio show, produces and Bob Hafter 
| UNITED REXALL DRUG CO. directs. Mort Lewis is the writer. 
| Vriday—CBS—10 p.m., EWT Supporting Miss Burke in the MCA 








package are Florence Lake and John 
Brown. 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
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Aleen Leslie Dates ‘Judy’ 





Tele Reviews 


Continued from page %8 
Pittsburgh, April 17. 

Aleen (Wetstein) Leslie, who first 
went to the Coast several years ago 
as a part-time columnist for the 
Pittsburgh Press, has just sold one- 
picture rights to her radio serial, “A 
Date With Judy,” to Metro for a sum 
reported: to be $75,000. Deal calls 
for additional payments if studio de- 
cides to make any sequels based on 
the air characters. 


actors, against sets that would have 
made the play look ludicrous if they 
weren't real. At times the action 
was fast, and camera and light crews 
had to work fast and skillfully. In 
other words, this well-known Broad- 
way play had to be good or a total 
flop when transferred from the legit 
stage to the video studio. It was 
tops. 

Stephen Courtleigh played a sensi- 
tive, convincing Lincoln, who grew 





~~ > nthe ‘ ce “Tj 
in power as the play proceeded, and Several months ago Miss Leslie 
very good work was done by most of | Quit a writing berth at Metro to 
the other principals. Alma Mansfield | devote her time exclusively to the 


as Ann Rutledge. however, looked | radio show. which started as a sum- 


mer replacement for Bob Hope a few 
thi 


scenes ot 


Lincoln 


boyhood sw oie Ol! years ago and has since built rating. 
ars, | 


| Walt Lurie Signs Up 


With Blaine-Thompson 
Walter 





Radio Followup 


Lurie, who re 








signed a fort- 








night ago as eastern program mana- 
Russell Davenport’s beautiful ana|ser of the Biow agency, joins the 
moving “My Country” was given a|Blaine-Thompson agency May 1 as 
stirring performance on WNEW |creative program head of its newly- 
(N.Y.) Sunday noon, with Arnold |expanded radio department. B-T, 
Moss doing a particularly effective | which has been in existence for 40 
job as narrator. Halt hour program. |years, has signified its intentions of 
prepared as. a tribute to the late |80'"8 out after network radio ~— 
President Roosevelt on a day, as | Counts, and in line with this move 1s 
prefaced on the broadcast, “that re- | remodeling an entire floor above its 
quires courage and surety for the | present quarters at 234 W. 44th St., 
country.” It was one of many Sab-|N, Y., for its radio department, in- 
bath day programs highlighted on cluding construction of a small thea- 
N. Y. stations appropriately tempoed ltre 


mourning without 
losing sight of dramatic values 


Agency air operation is headed by 
v.p. Marlowe includes 


his | Dick Ash, Mina- 


Lewis, and 


Duke Ellington demonstrated time buyer: Lewis 


versatility and musical wizardry | bess, in charge of creative copy, and 
Saturday (14) on the Blue network Patricia Peck, assistant to Lewis, 
with an effective tribute from his |among others. B-T currently bills 


people to Pres. Roosevelt. Half-hour 
program, in unfailing good taste even 
though performed by a “jazz” band, 
consisted, for the most part, of Elling- 
ton originals. “Moon Mist.” featur- 
ing violinist Ray Nance, made an im- 
pressive theme song bracketing ex- 
cerpts from the maestro’s “New 
World a’ Comin’,” “Black, Brown and 
Beige” (his most ambitious projects 


about $500,000 in spot announcements 
on New York stations alone each 
year, plus handling of spot and pro- 
gram business for Warner Bros., its 
chief client: Krasdale Foods, Reli- 
ance Textile Corp., Sharp & Shearer 
Cough Drops and Tylon Beauty prep- 
arations. 














Could be an angel in heaven; 
Could be the national debt; 
Could be a young man's fancy} 
BUT, IT REALLY REFERS to the 
weekly commentary on intere- 


matianal affa 
aoe VY & wee ed 
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emminent authority, Dr. Waldo 
E. Stephens, over WKY. 
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to date), plus “Mood Indigo,” “Creole 
Love Call,” etc. Any doubt as to 
Ellington’s secure place in American 
music was dispelled by the manner 
jin which this sincere tribute from 
ithe American Negro was translated 
musically in a spirit of deep rever- 
ence wholly in keeping with the na- 
tion’s mood. No other dance band 
could have filled this spot without 
arousing criticism. 


ANNE NICHOLS’ NEW ONE 
Anne Nichols has scripted a new 
radio show, a fantasy titled “The Un- 
usual Story of Herbie.” Basic idea 
was written and copyrighted back in 
1940, but show was not put on mar- 
ket till this year. 





auditions 10 days ago and is now 
jmarket, being agented 
| Parks Reported under consideration 
| by several agencies 


in 
by 





“From the Heart of the Negro 
Community” was the title of a spe- 
cial tribute to the memory of Presi- 


gram,which has Negro theme. 


: | inducted into the Army 
Speakers included Congressman A. | re atc Ahan le 


With M-G for $75,000 


BLUE HAS SALE HOPES 
FOR ‘FOOT IN HEAVEN’ 


Blue’s Sunday (10:30 p.m.) sus. 


tainer, “One Foot in Heaven,” a show 
with a powerful punch in direciion 
of democracy in action, was reported 
last week being eyed by possible 
sponsors. Web’s sales department 
through Murray Grabhorn, was cau. 
tious, however, saying only that some 
potential cash customers have been 
persuaded to consider the program. 


“One Foot” has an unofficial rating 
of 6.2, said to be one of highest for 
a sustainer. Written by Hartzell 
Spence, author of book bf same title, 
the air version is produced by 
Stanley J. Wolf, supervised by Bh 





es 
Jack Byrne, and directed by Mitchell 
Grayson, 

Dallas.—Dr. Fred D. Gealy of the 
Southern Methodist Univ. has been 
named associate news editor on Far 
Eastern affairs for WFAA. 

— ~~ __..} 








Half-hour stanza was finished with |} 


James | 


} 
| 
dent Roosevelt aired Sunday 16) | Cincinnati—Twenty-six members of 
over the N. Y. indie, WMCA. Stanza| the WCKY staff now are in the} 
|went on as week’s edition of usual | armed forces. Latest to be called is 
| Sunday “New World a-Coming” pro- | Wally Hahn, staff musician, who was | 
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Clayton Powell, Dr. Channing Tobias 
and Rev. Shelton Hale Bishop. All | 
are recognized Negro leaders. They 
spoke very warmly of the late Presi- 
dent, whom Powell called “the great- 
est friend we have had since Lin- 
coln.” They pledged support to Presi- 
dent Truman, but implied they would 
expect him to continue policy in di- 
rection of “new world” in tradition 
of predecessor. 

Canada Lee read Mr. Roosevelt's 
D-Day prayer, giving it not only 
body, but also warmth and beauty, 
and solos were sung by Muriel Smith 
and William Franklin. 








| Antonio Stradivari’s name, which 
|has been tied to Prince Matcha- 

belli’s commercials over NBC since 
| 1943, now hits the air over CBS. \1’S 
| Switch was effected with stanza last | 

Sunday (16). But it’s still the same | 
gimmick, to tie the name ot the per- 
|fume with the masterpiece of price- 
less fiddles. 

When heard, the show was same, 
too. The ensemble. well drilled un- 
der Paul Lavalle and its concertmas- 
ter, Jacques Gasselin, worked 
smoothly, producing rich. full tonal 
quality for light-classical numbers. 
Vocal soloist, too, was the same, 
tenor Harrison Knox. 

On this stanza, however. the preem 
show stuck to the general ban 
against salesmanship over the air on 
the day of President Roosevelt's in- 
terment. Sponsor was mentioned, but 
no effort to plug the product. ° 


' 








| Connie Mack, 80-year-old pilot of 
|the Philly Athletics baseball team, 
| guested on “Headline Edition” over 
|the Blue network on Monday (16) 
| night’s stanza. Piped in from Philly 

and interviewed by Tom Morehead, 

the old master of b.b., who has spent 
|44 years in the game, predicted the 
| ball clubs should have a banner sea- 
son this year and enjoy a greater 
boom in postwar. However, he side- 
stepped any commitment of predic- 
tion how his team swould figure in 
the pennant race by stating he, like} 
|other pilots, would do the best they 
|} could with material at hand. 








Pittsburgh.—Dave Lewis, editor of 
Builetin-Index. local news weekly, 
for last several years, has resigned 
to head a new publicity setup at 
KDKA. Lewis took over his new 
duties last week. 
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Frisco Confab 


| ss sentinued from page 1 


language schedules will be paralleled 


by Latin-American 
English, Spanish. and Portuguese un- 


der Office of Inter-American Affairs. | 


Movies are represented in conven- 
tional setup, but NBC iw planning to 
shoot films for airmailing to New 
York and televising there. Rumor 
says that elaborate television gear 


on the Opera House stage caused | 


cancellation of a proposal to bring 
‘Oklahoma!” West, after bankroll 
and train accommodations had been 
secured. 


Cultural events will be emphasized 


Five symphony concerts will be 
given, using world musical figures 
But it is still possible there may be 
staged a great extravaganza, W th 
Hollywood stars. Also the biggest 
parade since Pear] Harbo! 


Bistros Look Up 

Hitherto gloomy nitery restaurant 
operators are cheered mildly, OPA 
and State Department today getting 
together to supply extra retion points 
to feed conference 
making plans to 
pork and 


guests 
Import 
nonrationed 


needed 
while 
tioned 


ra- 
fish, 


broadcasts in | 


| 
| 


‘Welcome Dames’ Sign Up 


’ 
| 


i 
| 


At Mutual Prog. Office 


Mutual programs v.p. Phil Carlin | 


announced that women producers 
|and directors figure importantly in 
jhis future 


| plans. 
| 


| Martha Roundtree is the first gal, 
| of several, whom Carlin has de- 
| cided to go along with on production 
|of shows. She will produce and :lso 
| be a member of the discussion group 
} on the soon-to-be-aired “Round Table 
of Romance” stanza which stars 
Elissa Landi, film and legit actress. 
Miss Roundtree will also hold the 
production on another show 
now being molded at MBS for 
airing, “How Things Got Started.” 
Format of the contemplated half- 
hour once-weekly session will be nar- 


reins 


wel 


ration and dramatization of the way 
certain everyday modes and prac 
tices which are now commonplace 


had their origination, 
zg 


Philadelphia, April 17. 
| Another old Philly firm has been 
sold on radio as an advertising me- 


| 
| 
| 
| 





| which 


| 


Lombardo Stays Put 


As was anticipated, Larus Bros., 
manufacturers of Chelsea cigarets 
and owners of WRVA, the CBS af- 
filiate in Richmond, turned down the 
Saturday 7 p.m. slot for their Guy 


network. programming | Lombardo show, preferring to keep 
| its present Blue 
| night 


network Monday 
‘10 p.m.) spot. Main reason 
for nixing the bid was the fact that 
show hits the Coast at 4 p.m. They 
prefer the 7 p.m. Coast audience. 

As result the Saturday time, va- 
vated by “Mayor of the Town,” 
moves into the Saturday 
8 o'clock Danny Kaye niche datter 
show 


remains open, with possibility that 
Nash-Kelvinator may get a crack at 
it. Latte me ors the Andrews Sis- 
ters on the Blue Sunday afternoons 
but again there appears doubt 
whether the bankroller will be in- 


terested in switching over. 


NBC Mulls Pair For 
./ . 
Straw Hat Bookings 
NBC iast auditioned two 
shows which may go on the network 
as summer replacements for evening 
commercial stanzas which will take a 


week 


switches over to Friday night) | 


Detroit, April 17. 
You wouldn't think the life stories 


radio listening—but they do! They 
add up to the highly dramatic, ef- 
| fective Anonymous” se- 
|ries of which WWJ public 
| services to Detroit and environs each 
Saturday at 7 p.m 





“Alcoholics 
shows 


The A. A.. as the members ¢all it, 
is that remarkable group of men and 
women who have found life unman- 
ageable because they cant stop 
drinking, but who are able to help 


each other recover from a seeming- 


ly hopeless state of mind and body 
It's not an evangelistic group—it 
aoesnt cater to wet or drv nolitics 
it’s only interested in the personal 
problems of alcoholics who ask for 
help. 

| And that’s what makes it such a 
trick for radio to handle—here is a 


show where mail and telephone re- 


of a bunch ef ex-drunks make good | show every Saturday. 


| nine years ago. 


Airing ‘Alkies Anon. Tricky Problem 
But WWJ Finds Answer Each Sat. 


gram which WWJ began warily as 
an experiment every other Saturday 
has now been boosted to a weekly 


Alcoholics Ananymous has arrived 
at a national membership of some 


16,000 men and women since it began 
Detroit has about 
500 members—doctors, lawvers, 
housewives, ministers, 
executives, chemists, 
people who consider themselves 
lergic to 


corporation 

architects— 
] 

ai= 


alcohol 


people whe ug 
gest that alcoholism is a disease 
which you can't cure by will power 
any more than you can cure tuber- 
‘ulosis by will power—and people 
who know that by helping each other 
they have helped 50‘. of their men 
bers to recover completely, leaving 
25% to go out on only occasional 


benders, and losing track of the other 
25% The medical profession 
the clergy each claim to 
2% 


and 
save only 
of the alcoholics, with hospitats, 











hiatus. sponse is counted only when-it comes asylums or death taking the rest. 
poultry. Bonifaces are asking Wash- | dium. Latest to fall is the Philadel-| First is a 15-minute stanza catled | from potential A. A. members! And WW4J's interest also stems from the 
ington to aid speeding extra food phia Gas Works, which has contract-|““Vest Pocket Varieties.’ miniature | aman or woman can become a mem- | fact that alcoholism is listed as Pub- 
here, since the problem is acute ed with WFIL for sponsorship of | comedy-musical show with Ira Avery | ber only when he admits he’s licked | lic Health Problem Number 4, by the 
earlier than anticipated. Highlights of Music,” featuring Mil directo) Other is a half-hour|—when he admits he can't stop! asst. U. S. surgeon-general, and any- 
The regular ration boards are han- | Spooner and his organ once-weekly stint, titled “Hi, Pop,’ | drinking. However, in spite of that, | thing that radio can do to cope with 
dling hotel and restaurant problems Contract for 26 weeks was placed | scripted by Dean Coffin, and starring | the response has bee amazing It | public health problems is all to the 
A special board is operating to supply | by the John Faulkner Arndt agency.| Happy Felton has been great enough so that a pro- | good 
perhaps 5,000 visitors directly con-) === SS a Se - i | 
nected with the conference, plus 
probably an equal number of un- 
official visitors with gasoline, shoes, | 
food. 
Hotels are frantic over the terrific | 


pressure from many sides to supply 


rooms in addition to State Depart- 
ment needs for at least 1,100 dele- 
gates, 500 members of secretariats 


and 1,200 press, 
personnel. 
WMC Helpful 

War Manpower Commission is aid- 
ing the State Department in a quickie 
job to get translators, clerks 
tionists, ushers, pages 
messengers, 

Conference will 


recep- 
chauffeurs, 


be strictly busi- 
ness. Few frills are skedded during 
the 30-day mourning period 
President Roosevelt. 


for 


Prices and quantities of liquor are | 


posted in 


bars, but many complain 
the 


drinks are thin. Highjacking 
robberies are feared possible because 
of heavy liquor demand. This week. 
Grison’s restaurant was robbed of 100 
cases liquors, cigarets plus currency. 
Thousands of cases of deluxe liquors 
ere reported enroute 
York. . 

Midnight curfew is positively not 
relaxed. Movie theatres offer little 
special entertainment. Night ciubs 
stress Latin-American entertainment 
music, 

The entire entertainment industry 
is straining brains and resources to 
provide superlative amusement with- 
in State Department directive. which 
is seeking permanent goodwill for 
the city and nation. 

Theatres include Helen Hayes in 
“Harriet,” and Curran with “Carmen 
Jones.” 


irom New 


es 


SETTING FRISCO PICK-UPS 


Fineshriber Visits Coast 
Peace, Hollywood Details 
William Fineshriber, assistant di- 
rector of broadcasts at the Columbia 
Broadcasting System, left New York 
Friday (13) for a month in California. 
He will hit San Francisco first. to 
supervise special arrangements {or 
CBS coverage of Dumbarton Ozxks 
follow-up. He'll go to Holly wood 
quarters of network afterwards. 
Although with the network 10 
years as writer and executive, Fine- 
shriber is making his first ¢rip to the 
Coast. 
_ 


Bill las 





Worcester. — Ann Christy. former 
WTAG script writer, has been ap- 
pointed radio director for Howard- 
Wesson Co., advertising agency. She 
also teaches script writing at Wor- 
cester Junior College. 
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LAWRENCE GOLDEN 


7453 Filth Avenue - New York 72. N YJ 











radio and telegraph | 





in BLACK AND WHITE 


Seven digits and a couple of commas. That’s the 
size of the increased moneys recently voted by 
the Mutual directorate, to be invested during the 
| balance of 1945 as a clear green light for well- 
studied efforts to make this a more serviceabie 


network for listeners, for stations, for advertisers, 





and for artists. 





Since late in 1944, Mutual has been subjected 
to a more critical appraisal — from within — than 
any outside observer could conceive. We prepared 
detailed blue-prints for improvement and present- 
ed them to the experienced owners of this network. 

Today we can report to you their enthusiastic 
endorsement of our plans, confirmed in black and 
white to the resounding tune of a seven-digit 
increase. That adds a lot to any annual budget, 
but that’s what it takes to put our plans to work. 

‘Our blue-prints call for marked advances in 
stations, in engineering, and in sales — with service 


underscored throughout. But most of these special 





dollars are earmarked for program improvements. 


We are determined to discover, create, and develop 


program fare that will win greater preference,’ 


around the entire radio clock, for the Mutual point 


on the dial. We sre determined to build_a staff. 


equipped to originate standout entertainment, to 


foster the work of outside producers, and, by both 


means, to achieve a store of program material 


designed for any advertiser’s need and budget. 


These are truly large orders. None knows their 
scope better than we who drafted them. But the 


seven digits are already at work, as black-and- 


white evidence of our honest intent to fill these 


orders. We think you’ll find Mutual more inter. 


esting to watch—and listen to—than ever before. 


THE MUTUAL 


BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
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Wednesday, April 18, 1945 


STANDARD OIL DROPS — 
KSD MIDDLE NEWSPLUGS 


St. Louis, April 17, 
Middle commercials have been 
nixed from news broadcast programs 
sponsored by the Standard Oil Co, 
of Indiana under the terms of a new 








Hancock for a few days to fight off that sinus attack after attending Utica 
C. of C. dinner last night (Tues.) with Ned Calmer..,..Dick Fehr back 
with Benton & Bowles in publicity after two years in Army....Dolphe 
Martin of WEEI. Boston, in N. Y. last week for publicity tie-up between 
his program, “Youth on Parade,” and Warners short, “It Happened in 
Springfiela”....Other N. Y. visitors: John J, Gillin, Jr., of WOW, Omaha, 
and Don Davis, of WHB, Kansas City....Bert Lytell may return to radio 
in a special series by Yolanda Langworthy....Robert J. Landry as direc- 
tor of the NYU Summer Radio Workshop has lined up the following guest 
lecturers for 1945: Arnold Hartley, program manager, WOV; Frank Mullen, 
executive veepee, NBC: Maurice Dreicer, freelance: Sgt. Millard Lampell; 


From the Production Centres 


5 ap fe fe i tn 








IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Ed Kobak, Mutual prexy, on week’s swing around Cincinnati, Pittsburgh 





nd St. Louis to visit affiliates, clients. etc Because of complications ovei : : iat 8 - five-year patt recently inked. T 
and St. Louis ' y ; an William Fineshriber and Gilbert Seldes of CBS....Evelyn Hart, late of cials will be us The 
the title, “The Man From G-2,” Blue net sustainer, which preems this | ;, . ’ wanes commercials will be used only at the 

, y : George Crandall’s staff at CBS now at Mutual. start and finish of such programs 

“*hursday 1as been changed to “Maj. igh North, Military Intelli- . : ey ee , ~ pia, 
Thursday (19), has been changed to faj. Hugi : ie ; | John D. Hynes, former OWI domestic radio division chief and now an|In a telegram to KSD, owned and 
gence,” with Staats Cotsworth doing the lead and Cyril Armbruster direct- | account executive at WNEW, was presented with a plaque signed by OWI | operated by the St. Louis Post-Dis. 
ing. Premiere was to have been last Thursday, but was postponed be- | regional] directors in appreciation of his relationship with them Ralph | patch (Pulitzer) which bas been 
cause of the death of the President Christopher Cross, BBC public re- | Austrian, RKO television department head, goes to the Coast late next | waging a fight against middle com- 
| ; ' S F _ month on a speaking tow Henrietta Smith has switched from the Y&R | mercials and “plug-uglies” the spon- 

tions manager, who Nas teit [fo rancisco to help s ip coverage nn > rE Uys wy : 

pas —— har lan hai radio research department to Ted Bates Rhea Diamond back at WNEW | sors said, “Your campaign to elimi. 
of the conference stUp al sadined Wea peas to New as assistant to special events and publicity chief Jo Ranson, after two years | nate middle commercials from news- 
York to contact radio editors and station manage ‘BC news staffer \ 1 the OW! Eda Heineman joins “Amanda” cast John Graham and | casts was the most important factor 
Euger Spe husband of “Women of America” Doria Folliott. is back | Alice Yourman added to “Widder Brown’ Don Hancock, spieler for | in bringing about the decision of our 
N.Y Ital Pp ,; | Wart B , Valiant Ladv”’ and “Front Page Farrell” recovering from emergency | advertising strategists.’ 
i : alter working 1 tals t venotogical ariare oar - : aad : 
‘it appendectomy Herschell Hart, radio ed of Detroit News, in N. Y. fora The oil company sponsors 15-mins 
The Soldier W ane oe CBS daytime om Veo ae eC | tast look-see | newscasts over KSD at 7:45 a.m. and 
Monday (16), hada »w writer next da Fresh scripter is Bob Sha < ; : 2 ’ tae die 
C ad Nag | to er ' t Sil, . Tt tt ht | bla ent fo Warren Gerz, of the Y. & R. radio publicity staff, into service this 10:30 p.m. daily, except Sunday. Lo- 

) < INaRCI oOo emcee tne . el alle eignti-week replacement Lol , ~ : “ al — we > co P 

O7 N | 1 and Harriet Hill | 1 CBS it I Jay Wesley set Friday Ginny Simms last-minute sub for Dinah Shore on the latter's | Ca! bankrollers of KSD newscasts 
rie swweison anc arriet filillara on 39 Lois Summes Jay esiey se : ate ss " ‘ > o nit. ' 
for the announci! ot pa the Bob Hope immer re placen ent. “Man | Pregram tomorrow ¢ rhurs.), Miss Shore cancelling herself out due to | Who have cut out the middle com- 

i Amie e Si l 1e rh > summe re acement, Wiall ed - 2 egeane ar -113 = _ 

' ne Fine ip eer serious illness of fathet ‘Thelma Ritter into “Mr. Keen” show tomorrow | Mercials are the Phillips retroleum 
Called X. .Cocktaileries in connection with air shows resume tonight 


(‘huss % Co.; S. G. Adams Co. Mercantile- 
| Commerce Bank and Trust Co.: St. 


IN CHIC {CO | Louis Union Trust Co., ana (he First 
i 4 sa , = — e 


| National Bank St. Louis. 


(Wed.) with the “Mr. District Attorney” citation shinaig at 
of others skedded over the past five days being called off. 


Rex Shepp, manager of WIRE, Indianapolis. and prez of KPHO, Phoenix, 


Ritz, flock 


the 








Ariz., is in N. Y. this week conferring with NBC and Blue execs, Indian- Bob Buckley of Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample to New York to get acquainted ee 
apolis station is NBC and one in Phoenix Blue .N. W. Ayer’s radio | with the agency's eastern staff He will be stationed there permanently | ee 
flackery being hypoed this month by two additions. New assistant to | starting June 1 Sock Hettler, WBBM-CBS spot salesman, resigned ef- | 
bally chief Wauhillau LaHay in New York will be Dorothy Doran, for | fective April 15 to join H. W. Kastor agency as assistant director of media | 
a nureéber of vears radio editor of Akron (O.) Beacon Journal, Chet Bower Arthur Simon, appointed assistant to Ralph Atlass. owner of WIND 
who has been with Blue publicity department on the Coast since last June three weeks ago. severed his connection with the station last week | 
will become assistant to Ayer’s Jean McFarland in Hollywood Harry Stewart leaves the cast of K. C. Jamboree after the April 21 broad- | 
George Crandall, CBS press boss, shuttling over to his upstate farm at | cast to make his home on the Coast .Guy Wallace, former contract an- 











with WBBM-CBS. 


cel 


yo ene nie — en acamene see ae | Nouncel has joined the staff of WIND as a featured 


annou! 

John Blair. station rep, is opening a Detroit office in the fail Clifton 

| Utley signed a term contract with NBC through his agent, Biggie X. Levin 

Mike Connors joined the production staff of WIND last His 

first assignment is “Sing Sailor Sing’....Mike Romano, Chi lawyer and 

spare time actor, is readying his own radio show. .Joe Carrigan, owner of 

| KWFT, Wichita Falls. in town to lecture on radio station management be- 

| fore the ad club Ted Jardine, of J. Walter Thompson, off for a month's 
| vacation in Arizona, 


week 


pee ee 
a en. 


j ES SS ‘ 
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| P. K. Wrigley playing around with a new radio gadget that will call for 
lan investment of $750,000....WMAQ celebrated its 23d birthday last week 
| ....ditto WLS its 2lst....Carolyn Guilbert, NBC staff singer-pianist mak- 
ing a series of transcriptions for the Olian agency. 





Hottest transcription deal in town is the “Westerners” 
| being sold by the Johnny Neblett office 
.| Signed the Dinning Sisters last week....ditto Gay Claridge. Deals were 
| signed through Harold Lee Donn Clayton, v.p. of North Central Broad- 
| casting System currently in the east to open a New York office Con- 
| solidated Radio Artists threw a cocktail party Monday after moving their 
| office back to Randolph street 


with Curt 
.General Amusement Corp. 


Massey 





‘Local Advertisers 
‘Know... 
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Meet WHB’s Lindsey Riddle — 


Our Studio Supervisor .... FM, Facsimile,. Tele Enthusiast! 


When we need an alert engineer to 
do 4 ip that hasn't been done yet 
—and, especially, those jobs that ap- 


m me CN ee Re ee KS ae 
“peer Ray Le OL GUT  NIGUTE'S 


our man! At 35, he’s old enough to 
be a seasoned operator—yet young 
enough to tackle enthusiastically 
problems requiring vision and ima- 
gination. 

Riddle designed and constructed 
WHB's high frequency transmitters; 
and his (and our) special pet is the 
“WHB Magic Carpet” — our short- 
wave truck for remote pick-ups be- 
yond telephone lines. To inaugurate 
the last War Loan in Kansas City, 
Riddleand WHB’s Dick Smith lashed 
the “Magic Carpet” to a landing 
barge about to be launched at the 
Darby shipyards —and rode down 
the ways into the Missouri River 
with it, while Dick Smith gave a 
“wave-by-wave” description. That's 
typical of WHB's ingenious “special 
events” broadcasts. 

Riddle’s hobby is to ride railroad 
engines. He's a “swing band” fan... 
a record collector...and cuts very 


fine E.T.s from the Mutual Network 
line, for “playback” broadcasts on 
WHB. He’s enthusiastic about three 
‘BteAT THEW Shows On WB, too: 

“SONG und DANCE PARADE”—with RUSH 
HUGHES. A full hour of popularzrecordings, 
broadcast Mondays through Saturdays at 2 
p.m.—with popular Rush Hughes of KWK 
as Master of Ceremonies. This program took 
KWK from a 1.5 toa 4.9 Hooperating morn- 
ings in St. Louis—and it has already won 

4.2 in Kansas City! Quarter-hour participa- 
tion sponsorships available, 3 totdays weekly. 


“THE FIRST FIVE” — with RUSH HUGHES. 
Kansas City's “best seller’ records, as re- 
portéd daily by leading retailers—together 
with their “platter mates’’, some fascinating 
and rhythmic ‘extras’... and the voice of 
Rush Hughes! Forty-five minates nightly, 
Mondays through Saturdays, at6.15p.m. Ask 
Don Davis for participation availabilities, 


“KANSAS CITY HOT CLUB”—with JAMES 
GANTT. Nightly quarter-hour of rare “hot 
jazz” recordings, featuring the all-time 
great names in jazz music... with intelligent 
and interesting commentary by James(Gantt. 


A sure-fire 7 p.m. feature available for spon- 
sorship now, 


If you want to sell the Kansas 
City market, WHB is your happy 
medium! 


For WHB Availabilities, ‘Phone DON DAVIS 
at any of these “SPOT SALES” offices: 


CHICAGO ... 


Kanses City + Wichite 
Missouri Kensas 





KANSAS CITY ..... Scarritt Building ... . . HArrison 1161 
NEW YORK CITY . . . 400 Medison Avenue . . . Eldorado 5-5040 
- » 360 Nerth Michigan... . ... FRAnklin 8520 
HOLLYWOOD . . Hollywood Blvd. at Cosme . . HOllyweed 8318 
SAN FRANCISCO ..... 5 Third Street ..... EXbrook 3558 


KEY STATION for the KANSAS STATE NETWORK 


* Seline + Greet Bend «+ Emporia 
Kenses Kensus Kensas 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


| With Ken Murray, who has made a pretty penny from his “Blackouts” 
| vaude revue now in its third year at the El Capitan, taking his periodical 
| departure from radio with the April 18 broadcast of “Which Is Which”,” 
| the emceeing will be handled by guests until the client, Old Gold, decides 
| what to do with the “guess who?” quizzer. Bill Gargan Dennis 

O'Keefe get the first call. What a spot for Fred Allen!....Ginny Simms 
| goes east for a month after April 25 airing. Biow radio boss and producer 
| of the show, Cal Kuhl, goes along to get a final determination of his status 
| with the agency. Stan Joseloff holds down the office while Kuhl and 
| Maxine Andefson, office manager, are in the east....Sid Strotz’s mother- 
| in-law is a rabbit lover so the NBC Coast chief is now building hutches 
|on his Bel-Air (very snooty) estate to take care of the overflow....Ed 
| Cashman east to “talk over things” with Emerson Foote on Hollywood 
| t.c.s Bert Oliver, general manager of Foote. Cone & Belding office, also 


and 


jeast....Bill Forman, announcer for Kay Kyser and Charlie McCarthy, 
| poured himself into olive drab... .Deal is simmering for Jack Oakie to pair 
}up with Joan Davis in the autumn....Stu. Dawson in trom Chicago to | 


| wrap up a show for Frigidaire Sammy Koerner disced a comedy show 
|for Foote, Cone & Belding built around Wally Brown, Alan 
Brenda and Cobina and Singers Gale Robbins and Larry Stewart.... 
Unless Herb Stanford can install rubber walls at N. W. Ayer quarters, 
producers and writers of the firm’s three shows will be sitting in each 
| other's laps....The Blue’s Don Searle got back from the desert just in time 
ito learn that he had been made a veepee to augment his title as general 
|manager of the net's western operations .Don Thornburgh taking a 
'desert siesta for two weeks before things start popping in Frisco.. 

Harriet Van Horne finally got @ choo-choo back home Bob 


son to New Yerk to emcee’ its new “Queen For a Day” series. He will 
‘continue to preside over “What's the Name of That Song?”....Hollywood 
Canteen shopping around for a radio tieup now that “Stage Door Canteen” 
is off the air....Jeannette MacDonald repeats on the Nelson Eddy show 
| April 22. 


Carney, | 


Colwell 
_| around on a hush-hush_ mission....Mutual-Don Lee moved. Dud William-. 


} 
Utah's sheep, cattle and hogs brought 
| $54,531,000 of new wealth into this 
| state last year, according to prelim- 
|inary figures. That averages more 
| than $1,000,000 a week—and live- 
| stock is just one of Utah's basic in- 
| dustries, just one of the reasons why 
| business is good here. 


/ 


'To reach Utah's radio homes—oad 
that means 970 homes in every 1,000— 
local and national advertisers know 
they can depend on KDYL, the sto- 
tion that brings re- 
sults. For example: 
Salt Lake's four 
largest department 
stores consistently 
use KDYL. 








National Representative 
JOHN BLAIR & CO. 
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Rival Stations Nixed 
WCPO Baseball Spots 


Cincinnati, April 17. 





Except for ads in the dailies, 
WCPO had to do its own publicizing 
of 


sive 


| the fact that it is Cincy’s exclu- 


baseball station this season. 


Bids by Mort Watters, general man- 


| ager, for 


} 


| nouncement 


spot time to air the an- 


turned down by 
|} WKRC ana WSAI, which carried 
baseball heretofore, and by WCKY. 

WKRC’s chief, Herman Fast, made 
a flat refusal. Walier Callahan, 
WSAI g.m., did a last-minute refusal 
j after a questionable acceptance, and 
| WCKY’s head man, Kenneth Church, 
| countered with an aye qn an all- 
| season basis. 

Waite Hoyt, who did the play-by- 
play for WKRC the past three years, 
has switched to WCPO for the 1945 

| stint His assistant is Lee Allen, 
from the Cincy Reds’ office and new 
in radio. 


were 











WANTED: 
QUIZ SHOW 


FOR COAST-TO-COAST 
SPONSORSHIP 


WRITE OR PHONE 
HENRY BRETZFIELD, RADIO DIRECTOR 


LAWRENCE FERTIG & COMPANY, INC. 
(ADVERTISING AGENCY) 


149 MADISON AVE., NEW YORK 16, WN. Y. 
PHONE: MURRAY HILL 4-3300 
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EPRIN 


OF LEADING EDITORIAL 
ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH 
TUESDAY, APRIL 10, 1945 





In the Interest of Radio 


Last Jan. 18, the Post-Dispatch printed an edi- 

torial whose first paragraph read as follows: 
The time has come to urge the big radio 
networks to change some of their practices 
regarding newscasting. In particular, NBC, 

Columbia, Mutual and the Blue Network 

(1) should quit interrupting news broad- 

casts with commercial plugs and (2) should 

quit permitting these broadcasts to be spon- 
sored by objectionable advertisers. 

This editorial, and subsequent ones in which 
the idea was explained and developed, have re- 
ceived considerable attention in magazines and 
in the press, and they have received particular 
attention in publications whose primary concern 
is the radio and advertising industries. In the 
course of the discussion, the Post-Dispatch posi- 
tion has sometimes been and 
We clear up 
some of these misunderstandings and misin- 
terpretations. 


misunderstood 


misinterpreted. should like to 


ok * * 


Here are two typical instances: J. H. Ryan, 
head of the National Association of Broadcast- 
ers, in a speech at Cincinnati, saw in the Post- 
Dispatch attitude a threat to freedom of the 
radio. He argued against criticism of newscasts 
on the ground that it might invite Government 
intervention. Ata recent meeting of radio and 
advertising executives in Chicago, the charge 
was made that, in essence, the Post-Dispatch 
suggestion of Jan. 18 represented an attack on 
the radio as a competing advertising medium. 
Other and misinterpreta- 
tions may be cleared up by a restatement of this 
paper’s position. 


misunderstandings 


(1) To begin with, we repeat that radio has 
done a magnificent job in the transmission of 
news, to the point that many people prefer to 
get their news over the radio rather than 
through the columns of the daily newspaper. 
New techniques, such as the roundups of world 
capitals and battlefronts, have brought the war 
vividly to every American household. Too much 
praise cannot be given to the networks for de- 
signing these new techniques and for the gen- 
eral excellence of the newscasts themselves. By 
the very nature of its medium, radio's superior- 
ity over newspapers in the immediate transmis- 
sion of important news has long been obvious. 
” once the fastest means 
of communicating news of extraordinary impor- 
tance, is just about as dead as the dodo. 


The newspaner. “eytra 


(2) We repeat that the Post-Dispatch is as 
jealous of freedom of the air as it is of freedom 
of the press. To imperil one is to jeopardize 
the other. In its 67 years, this newspaper has 
fought for every form of freedom of expression 
guaranteed in Article I of the Bill of Rights. 


(3) Just as the Post-Dispatch is supported 
largely by advertising, so we believe that radio 
should and must be supported by advertising. 
We believe this because the alternative would 
be Government ownership and control of ra- 
dio. The idea is abhorrent. 


(4) It was precisely for .his reason that our 
suggestion of Jan. 18 was made. There are 








PROGHAM TO INSURE FREEDOM OF THE 4IR 


forces in the administration and Congress which 
have warned radio that Government might be 
compelled to act if radio standards do not meas- 
ure up to “public interest, convenience and ne- 
cessity,’ for which radio is licensed. The sure 
way to prevent Government interference, and 
to discourage demagogues who would seek to 
impair freedom of the air, is for radio itself to 
set its own high standards for public service. 


(5) It is not doing this when its principal con- 
tribution to public service, 1amely, the broad- 
casting of news, is marred, tortured and made 
nauseating by those commercial announcements 
which have become known as plug-uglies. This 
is particularly true in time of war. As Leo J. 
Fitzpatrick of Station WJR, Detroit, aptly said: 

We must remember that practically all 
listeners have relatives or close friends in 
the armed services, and that their interest 
ip newscasts is quite personal, quite emo- 
tional and sometimes becomes terribly trag- 


ic, as they hear the names and stories of 
loved ones in the news. 


(6) We are not criticising the commercial 
sponsorship of news. We are criticising two 
specific methods that have crept into the com- 
mercial sponsorship of news. One such method 
is the interruption of news for sales talks. The 
other is the use of news by advertisers who deal 
in palliatives for bodily aches and pains, stom- 
ach acidity and gas, body odors and a thousand 
and one equally revolting subjects. 


(7) Of course, the advertiser who pays for the 
newscast is entitled to tell his reasonably-timed 
story both at the beginning and the end of the 
program. No one objects to that. Such news- 
casts, as a matter of fact, are on the air. Two 
examples—and others could be cited—are the 
Lowell Thomas and Kaltenborn programs. 
These open and close with commercial an- 
nouncements, but there is no interruption once 
Thomas and Kaltenborn begin to speak. 


« * “ 


(8) While the Post-Dispatch station, KSD, 
nearly a year ago eliminated interrupting com- 


mercials from newscasts originated by it, and 
has also barred newscast advertising which it 
considers inappropriate, it admits an inconsis- 
tency. KSD has continued to broadcast NBC 
1ews programs which do not conform to the sta- 
tion’s own standards. We could correct this by 
ending our connection with NBC and diverting 
its service to some other outlet. Our position, 
however, is that not only would that be to our 
financial disadvantage 
but 
than they would gain by such divorce from the 
many excellent programs originated by a great 
network. 


we admit this frankly— 
we believe our listeners would lose more 


(9) NBC is the oldest national network—a 
pioneer in developing our American radio sys- 
tem. the fields of enter- 


tainment, of education, of newscasting, of cul- 


Its achievements in 


tural contributions in musie and in the arts are 
a monument to the principle of free radio. In 
the subject under discussion, NBC was the first 
of the big chains to outlaw the middle commer- 
cial in newscasts, though its new rules permit 
fudging at the beginning and end. In the mat- 
ter of exercising control of sponsorship, how- 
ever, NBC lags behind the Columbia Broadcast- 
ing System. CBS uses the middle commercial, 
but it long ago refused to permit distasteful 


sponsorship of its excellent network news 
service. 


(10) We recognize it is only natural for the 
networks to be disturbed by a proposal whose 
fulfillment would affect an intricate series of 
relationships with advertising agencies and ad- 
vertisers themselves. The sponsorship of news 
is one of radio’s chief sourees of revenue. 

rk ce + 

(11) We believe, however, that the elimina- 
tion of the newscast plug-ugly would be to the 
advantage both of the networks and of the ad- 
vertisers. They have a common stake in main- 
taining the effectiveness of the radio appeal, 
now marred by the newscast plug-ugly. There 
is a large percentage of the listening public 
which does not willingly aecept or which con- 
sciously resents bad taste .nd interruptions in 
newscasts. 


(12) KSD’s experience, and that of a growing 
list of other individual stations which have vol- 
untarily barred the newscast plug-ugly, show 
that the advertiser, as well as the public, is 
pleased by the result. The latest advertiser to 
adopt this policy is the Standard Oil Co. of 
Indiana. 


(13) We repeat we are making no attempt 
and havenot the slightest desire “to reform the 
radio industry.” We have challenged only one 
small phase of radio’s activities. We think that 
middle interruptions in amusement programs 
are in quite a different category from newscast 
interruptions. We have no quarrel with radio 
except in the matter of the newscast plug-ugly. 
This is not a press attack upon radio. It is, we 
believe, a constructive suggestion offered in the 


interest of radio. 


(14) Our position is a simple one. The plug- 
ugly, we hold, is neither good broadcasting nor 
good advertising. News is news and the public 
is entitled to hear it reported with dignity and 
good taste. We hold that the radio industry 
whose function it is to serve the “public inter- 
est, convenience and necessity” has far more to 
gain than to lose by eliminating the newscast 
plug-ugly—lock, stock and barrel. 

If radio did so, it would fortify the great and 
fundamental principle of freedom of the air. 





ST.LOUIS POST-DISPATCH 
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Television Not Just Rumor to WHK, 





Morton Downey was sorry but ; 
he found it absolutely impos- Another Year on WJAS KF] § PURGE PROBED 
e ee | sible to arrange to be in N. Y. | ‘ 
(| Outl t 8 arks Stix Activit Monday (16) to wax another Pittsburgh, April 17. | a April 17, ‘ 
eve e batch of transcriptions for his Harold V. Cohen, drama editor of nvestigation of commentator pol- ; 
7 p ; y Coca-Cola song sessions aired 7 — Prag wy rere icy of KFI, Los Angeles, by Federal 
ee au Post-Gazette and ariety MU&E | Communications Commission is 

Ciaveland. Asett i e via Mutual. i asked 
F : : ot nf iad Reason Downey couldn't make here, has just been tagged to an-| by no war Assembly in a resolu- , 

— ee ee ee U f ? : | it was because he had to be in other year’s contract by his present| tion adopted by a vote of 65 to 3, 
probably be flashed by WHK, which .0 P. $ Experimenta 7 


Director Downey 


Sign Hal Cohen For 





Chicago to attend a board of di- 


CAL. ASSEMBLY WANTS - 





lair sponsor, Jerome Wolk & Bros., > Werte vies ple by Assem- 
bine C | *p ti ‘oca- : F ymé ; omas 5 
has jumped the gun by filing an FCC St ti n in Jul Bow rectors meeting _of the Coca ‘local furriers, on WJAS. Cohen's Pedro of San 
application for a 40,000-watt video | a 0 y Cola Co, there. The Connecticut | € . 


warbler | program, “Cohening the Town,” is 





a KFI 





: . * ies Philadelpl April 17 recently was elected to recently purged six commen- 
station and also leasing nine extra iladely a AY , i. the board so now he’s working |once weekly quarter-hour shot every jt tators in line with its policy against 
floors in its present downtown quar- The University of Pennsy Vania | for himself. at least in the Chi oe. nia ening 6:30 |; personalized or “slanted” analvsis 
ters to install a transmitter announced last week that it would rie » a Saturday ev 8 at : Bo gprnagpemen 

‘ “" Present series will continue, 
Every staff worker at WHK now | open an experimental radio station ee malian Sune ¢ when Cole mean — 
has to attend a television school, in-| on its campus starting about July. oe 4 - 


stituted by H. K. Carpenter, 


three “work 


: ae gee Dr. Arnold K. Dean. dean of student | Bolton, Abbott, Scott tion. resuming on July 21 for 46 Adult ‘Treatment | 
‘hief, to learn the fundamentals oO affairs said he would appoint a com- ks ‘orm: ’ “Oscar f the | 
the new medium. Manager rotates| mittee of nine students and_ faculty | Switch to W veer N.Y.| wee Format is an “Oscar for the | jj 


eimpilovees through members to handle the station 


ff air for a six-week summet 


“ek” thing in which critic-coluimn- 





vaca- 





a Continued from page 27 —— 

















' Boff commercial job being done by | jst picks best picture, performance, | had no pern tai Se dee ot the . 
groups which are studying the Campus news, plattered music,| WNEW, N. Y. indie, has resulted ‘in| nitery act. gag. story, etc.. of the| “° ae a ae we — 
how-come of video production, direc-| talks by students and faculty mem-| the nabbing by that outlet of two an week : | from which he tried to ail here 
tion, camera work, lighting, scenery, | bers, skits and other programs will|nouncers from Mutual's flagship a | was an argument—and it got on the 
et | be under the direct supervision of | WOR. N. Y.. and a third from WLW. | | alr. ; 

These groups are getting together | | the students. Project will be han-| Cincinnati. M hall Ad (A) WOL | mn: Pocono Gceasions, especially 
this week to try out several short | dled by the Moore School of Engi- Two from WOR are Joe Bolton ars ams Prey iybonag Senmeners broke 
dramas, a style show and puppet- | neering at Penn and Greg Abbott. latter also under | Washington, April 17 peewee sedisie. es eee 
escent Alae a ee - gpa om whew ngeensacy rede iead, Public reaction forced WOL, the | broke down during the voicing of 
by regular transcription methods as Don Barber to ‘AAF’ while Ralph Scott comes in from) . | the network identification 
well as by a 16 mm. camera. After) Mobile. April 17. | Cines. Cowles station here, to drop its plan . . eon. 

Bas | Mobile. April 17. | ; tinea ce A Godfrey Near Collapse 
soundtrack and film are synchro- | Winding up his Keesler Field,| Trio figure that from a long-range | for booting a Cedric Foste1 news! Perhaps the most dramatic break- 
nized, results are to be screened for | | Miss., career with participation in | viewpoint thev will reap more coin | program 2-2:15 p.m. daily and sub- ldown came on Saturday, whe: 
study | ives broadcast programs in five | on the hep indie than where they | stituting a personality interview | Arthur Godfrey was describing fo 

Until regular television equipment | days, Staff Sgt. Don Barber, pro- | formerly hung their hats. Plan is to | show, by Marshall Adams {CBS listeners the procession of the 
can be secured, Carpenter said, this; duction mgr. and m.c. of Keesler’s| use Abbott on newscasts and Bolton | The switch was made for one day | Presidential ecortege in Washington 
home-made trial-and-error method | weekly, “Free For All” ail show, | ob audience-participation and chatter | and the wave of beefs by means | His voice suddenly choked up, he 
of teaching video will be followed to | left April 7 for a new assignment as|stanzas as an emcee among t! eir | forced WOL to restore Foster, fitting | gapped into the mike: “Oh God. give 
give station workers a running start. combat radio reporter overseas. other duties. Miss Adams into an earlier slot. me strength.” ; 
~—_ — a _____ | Networks and indies alike outdid 

ithemselves in bringing memorial 
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| tributes to the air. Every religious 
| faith had its representatives on the 
; radio; churches and synagogues were 
; piped in: religious and lay leaders 
} were brought to studios and give 
airtime that normally is reserved for 
hest-price radio artists. 

that did go on the air 
changed their formats, not only leav- 
i ing commercials but also bring- 
ing guests to their mikes to pay 
memory of President 
Women’s shows concen- 
trated on Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 
and the late President's family. Chil- 
| dren's programs were tailored to the 
po theme. or left out entirely. All 
chillers were out. Not a comedy or 
went on the air during 


the hig 


Show 7 


out 


tribute to the 


Roosevelt 


show 
the entire period 

The joint BBC-NBC 
| Spotlight.” at 12:30 p.m 
international 
of the late 
relayed othet 
originating in London 
Webs brought comments from co! 
espondents and from GIs 
warfronts. Indies 
another in arranging 
special events. 

There was no let-up in the activity 
until Sunday afternoon. Many execs 
stayed on duty for 48 hours at a 
stretch. Program departments did 
heroic work. Perhaps one of the 
most impressive shows ever pul on 
the air, a tribute from the Amer- 
ican Theatre (NBC, Sat., 2-2:56 p.m.) 


variety 


“Atlantic 
Saturday, 
tribute to 
President 
memorial 


|} became an 
|} the memory 
BBC also 


programs 


straight 
outdid 
suitable 


i from the 


one 


was whipped into shape in two 
hours. 

The Armed Forces Radio Service 
picked a number of shows for re- 
broadcast to Gls overseas. 

By Monday afternoon, fairly nor- 


mal operations had been resumed 
Some comedy shows were still off 
the air. But on the whole, radio 

as..ready. toa go. hack to, 
Radio was proud of itself, and justi 
Hhably 


GAGS! JOKES! GAGS! 


PATTER! WISE-CRAX! STORIES! 


For vaude-nite elubs, radio M.C.'s, singles, 
announcers, producers, dise jockeys, 

band leaders, speakers, comics, 
magicians, ventrilos, commentators. 
, cartoonists, etc, 


Fun-Master Gag Files Nos. 1 Thru 10 
$1.05 Per Script, Postage Prepaid 


Each File Contains Over 100 Sock 
Gags !! 






















Make Checks Payable to 
PALLA SMITH 
Mail to “Fun-Master” 


20) W. 54th St.. New York City 19, N.¥. 
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We, too, thank you Mr. Maish, and your agency, Rogers & ————— 
Smith, for scheduling “Happy Hank” over WNAC and The 
Yankee Network, Monday through Friday at 7:30 A. M, 





PRODUCER-DIRECTOR 


Available May 15 


Now Producing Same Show 
Same Sponsor—5 Years 


Heceptance ca THE YANKEE NETWORK'S Foundation 


THE YANKEE NETWORK, 


Member of the Mutual Broadcasting System 


Desires Connection 

With Advertising 

Agency or National 
Advertisers 


Write: Box 800, Variety 
154 West 46th St., N. Y. 19, N. Y. 





INC. 





Bd BROOKUNE AVENUE, BOSTON 15, MASSACHUSETTS 








Represented Nationally by EDWARD PETRY & CO, ING’ 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Reason behind Sumner Welles’ decish to do his Blue network commen- 
taries on the San Francisco peace conference from Washington, it's felt, 
jis his desire to steer clear of any complications or possible sources of 
embarrassment at such a critical time in the nation’s history. Former 
diplomat’s wide circle of friends, not only in the U. S., but among foreign 
deiegations, some fear, might lead to ticklish situations as far as State | 
Dept. officials and staffers are concerned. With such momentous decisions 
hoped for, the former Under Secretary of State does not want to take the 


Listeners Should Exert 
Influence to Get Better 
Shows, Chi Confab Agrees 


Chicago, April 17, 
still 


the 


The 


mous 


listener plays an 


part in direction radio 


takes and must, in some way, let the 
! 


KTUL, Tulsa, Does 2-Way Pub Service 


l 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


enor- 
| 


As Tornado Hits Ni 


Tulsa, April 17. Tulsa 


A notable example of quick radio 
coverage, as well as public service, 





circuit 


sht of FDR's Death 


‘ 
Blue station. and KBIX, 
Muskogee, KTUL established radio 
directly into Muskogee to 
broadcast story to northeastern Ok- 


slightest chance of jeopardizing in any way, protocolically or otherwise, ,stgt'on know that the programs are was instanced Thursday (12) night’ jahoma listeners. 
the harmony which is so necessary to the success of the historic conclave. | doing the job the program planner | ™ hen KTUL, CBS station in Tulsa, Through three-way hook-up, sta- 
Welles’ decision to remain in Washington was reached when he accepted ee re ff educational came through in the Oklahoma tions were able to assist officials in 
ihe network post, Robert E. Kintner, veepee in charge of news coverage, i ahi oe | tornado emergency which struck al-| directing emergency aid forces for 
disclosed a te aa Da Pn oak. most simultaneously with news. of gatire toraeds stricken area, KI UN 
: : ng held here last eck 7 e¢ . the F’resident Roosevelt's death. Ke yee oe _ nae-<8 ly - 
One of qult kest dea!s for a network show involves the ew Robert Q 1] ( State Conere of Parc With the network flooded by bul- arn " rig ws ay _ — ie : 
Le omedy-variety stanza which NBC is using web-wide 30-8 p.n ingi Teachers and the Badia Conncil letit and tribute e Preside oe , goer neg > i 
S; a in the spot formerly occupied by “The Sain of the Chicavo publi ied a tation o ed dle the dou : : land hanks to — 
Lev vho had been doing an NBC participationer six days a week at One of the biggest problems ble disaste d ra aid for tor oe 
B15 1., auditioned for his show, after deal was engineered by John E ie the eneral listens alow nado sufferei By 8 p.m. KTUL hac ; : bee 
Gibbs. o1 . a Next day he ip tn and day =o he was ON | to.Mrs. H. L. Stigelme bat, , en a two-way hook-up t! Cleric Confers W ith Pope 
the : teason for the rush is that } execs see in Lewis potential sirman fa OT KOMA,. Oklahoma Cit : the stor e ° 
4 summer replacement for a sponsored program. It’s stainer now mga a vhs : "haan * a area. B B KOMA news e On ¢ atholic Radio Plans 
Le is continuing his 15-minute a.n show Monday through Fridays the better type of commercial tor, covered tuash locally Freqi € Pope Pius XII as nifested 
but has dropped the Saturday morning time. sustaining program can be found on interruptions to programs were made keen interest” in the “accomplish- 
the dial. This lack of knowledge is | 0 broadcast requests for doctors and ments and the plans for resumption 
Darrell Martin, Buffalo Eve News radio ediior, shot a blast at radio | not altogether the fault of the jn- | Supplies for Oklahoma City and for of activities” of the Internatio al 
press agents in his column last week. The p.a.’s, wept Martin, try to shove | dividual, she said, but often can be Antlers, where 60 died and 300 were | Catholic Bureau of Radio and Tele- 
off a lot unfunny humor during summer doldrums, posing as fairy god- | traced to lack of consideration of the | 2Jured vision, a National Catholic Welfare 
mothers trying to help poor radio editors who need guest columns to fill | better educational type programs by At 8:30 KTUL again took over, Conference news story from Vatican 
space during vacations. , Martin didn't mention, publicly, that he was one | the stations themselves, newspape covering similar tornado situash City reports. His Holiness spoke with 
of the first columnists who asked the flack boys to help him in just that | tadio-editors, etc.). Muskogee and at Taft. Karl Janssen the Rev. Isward Ditto, Dutch Domin- 
way some years ago. Other speakers were George Jen-| KTUL program director, handled | '©@" priest and head of the Bureau, 
: nings, acting director of the Radio| these two from Tulsa, keeping in recently received in audience by the 
. | ° Council and WBEZ-FM Robert | constant touch with KOMA by phoise rope . 4] 
Godofsky Resigns WLIB Cincy News Hypo Hoadley, WBBM educational direc and teletype exch Ring info , oe I tet wigs sed ' - Siete 
} ea - tor; Betsy Ro OF speak ne lo. Judith KOMA took ip again 25 minutes lal rough common effort - eat 
Resignation of Elias R. Godofsky | Cincinnati, April 17. Waller, director of public service | later, with Al Donaldson, chief an good will be accomplished threugh 
as president and general manager of A policy of including at least five | for NBC in Chicago; Paul McCluer, | nouncer, on air with eye-witness ac- “€ Important apostolate of the ra- 
WLIB, N. Y., was finalized Monday | minutes of local news on all 15-min- | network sales megr.. NBC central; count of devastation. Report was ©! Father Ditto said. 
(16), with Marvin Burger, secretary ~e . , . 6 : division, and Mrs. Florence Warner,| augmented by graphic report from Des aah Ae Tite 
of the corporation that controls the = oa ee “meen educational director of WHOM, New | Bryan, who was caught in Oulahou GENE EMERALD’S HOSP SERIES 
; hep possible, has been instituted at) yv.)1 | City ee , ; a 
outhet, succeeding him temporarily, (Se ; York | City tornado area but escaped un- Des Moines, April 17 
and Paul Gould staying on as sta-| WCKY by Kenneth W., Church, | Saree : | hurt. Gene Emerald, singing emcee of 
hon manager. /exec. v.p. of the L. B. Wilson station.| Philadelphia.—Miss Elliott B. Jef-| By now KTUL had made contact | the 90-minute, six a week variety 
Godofsky, who held the post since | Named to take charge of the sta-| fords, former asst. sales promotion! by phone with KBIX. Blue outlet at! series over KRNT, has inaugurated 
the station went on the air in May, | tion’s expanding local news staff is|mgr. of KYW, has arrived in the| Muskogee, which had gone off air | anew hospital series for Schick hos- 
1942, expects to go into radio station | Charles F. MeGrath, who also} Azores where she will serve as a Red; but whose equipment was stil] avail- | pital, Clinton, Iowa, on a 13-week 
; ownership elsewhere, ‘directs the station’s publicity. Cross field worker. | able. Later, through courtesy KOM€, basis 
— ne ee a ee pe 

















A partial list of the people for whom 
Stan Lomax has done outstanding jobs. 
Ask them what they think ef his more-fer- 
Jess show. 

REMINGTON RAND, INC. 


BARBASOL CO. 

U. S. ALUMINUM CO. 

BROWN & WILLIAMSON CORP. 
JACOB RUPPERT BREWERY 
BRONX COUNTY TRUST CO. 
TIDE WATER ASSOC. OIL CO. 
CALCO CHEMICAL CO., INC. 


NOXZEMA CHEMICAL CO. 








Noverbefere in Stan Lomax’s 12 rare and brilliantly successful 


brings you 


eracklis 












WOR’s ace sportscaster 


908,960 sports- 


eager fans with every 


1¢ broadcast 


years on WOR has he been so well-prepared to do a_praise- 


provoking job for the sponsor who will buy him immediately. 


For not only does WOR’s Stan Lomax attract approximately 


908.960 people every time he goes on the air, but these people 


include all members of the family, in all income groups. 


This is an extraordinarily diverse audience for a sportscaster, 


And when we say “diverse”, we mean that in every 10 homes 


checked by Crossley, Inc., the researchers found 26 Lomax- 


listening peopie including 10 men, 10 women and 6 children. 


Most important perhaps is that Stan Lomax has a remarkable 


appeal for all kinds of people. We mean people who run the 


gamut of income groups from A to E. It’s undoubtedly this 


universal appeal that makes Lomax such a successful seller of 


all kinds of products at all times. 


Now with one of the most sports-active years of the war about 


to how in. WOR thinks that Stan Lomax is the greatest invest- 


ment that a timebuyer could make for a sponsor, or a sponsor 


for himself. 


—that power-full station. at 1440 Broadway, in New York 
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Robin Hood Dell’s Disc Negotiation 











Ex-Shaw Navy Orch 


Back From England | 


Inside Stuff—Orchestras—Music 
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Sam Donahue’s Navy orchestra. A. ; : 
° 7 be formerly batoned by Artie Shaw, got Feist’s Harry Link got one of those lucky Tin Pan Alley breaks with 
( « ' e 4 - . ° < . 7 . awn ” 
rhs J rc back int » N. Y. last week after al “Don't Say No, Say Maybe.” out of “Thrill of a Romance,” compared With 
acn it 4 : a> “ a " me ° . $ a 
l most a vear in England. Prior to “I Should Care.” the latter an interpolation published by Tommy Dorsev's 
nos : *% LINE ‘ 3 fo x %0 2 . ce . 
: that the orchestra. under Shaw, had | Wn firm. As it developed, Care,” wath concededly the better SOns. Was 
Tempers are flaring in Philadel-| to be in need of funds, having to ent eisht months or so in the! Scissored considerably out of the final print and “Don't Say No” got the M 
, ; eee , | sp els : s Es i ae Rats Ss ‘ . 7 ae 
phia due to the disclostire that the make an annual pre-season aesve eiabhk * Stalin plugs. However, before release, Link had made a deal with Dorsey for nek 
Mehin Booed Deli menacement is | SOO comin & oe lg ENE arrentiy on BOth songs to be backed up, and his “Don't Say” number to get as mych oe 
ag leficits. The record rovalties would Men in the and * ge iy < of a plug as “Care.” considering that Dorsey would naturally favor his mil 
} , H ) , . as ry at > 43()- >: » e* mC -j Vil ry y . ‘ "7 } 
negotiating with Columbia Records | yye;pefore help eliminate this head- | 30 dav leave a i Ris the , \ own song. The first Victor record so far has sold 287,000 platters. now 
to sign the Dell outfit for light- ache be reassizner probably to playing - less 
classical dises. Situation is burning Presumably, the Philadelphia Or- | camps in this country, From down-under in Australia, last week, music man Ray Walker heard put 
tl Philadelphia Orchestra’ Ass chestra Assn, was not consulted 1 for (he first time in more than 20 years from an old friend of World War I hat 
e Philadce ‘ rehestré AASSI ' Cy _ , WH : : 
' é De l-Colu mDia ae al It Ss know i " eo davs Bob Geraghty 1 
A t » col ( > M Ameri Federation oO During the last war Walker met Geraghty in Paris, caught up with him wha 
D ’ ¥ . a ; nd a a wm | later in Coblenz, Germany, then lost sight of him In a letter to Walke top 
i , } eo fo ) De ) ur ’ last week. Geraghty reported that for last seven years he has bee al son} 
m " ! 18) yand 1 aia Dns 7 inager of Cremorne theatre in Brisbane vhich he operates Will ow 
, ' And e Phila. Ass , Philadelp Maho vy. the comediar (seraght Vvro o Walker after see ; it 
» ‘ rt It's l ¢ » 10n 
n 4 i na CoO ] » ) UV . : =" ne ee nl Oil ad j Variet 
| . 2 ) >} 1 ? () est ’ S 
) ) 4 
n ) ; ) AFM . Idea Ha James resuming theatre VOrK juring his east lates few 
yea RCA-\V ) ! . : coming summer was broached to the leader bv Music Corp. of A ica mol 
P > i nestra Dp pie a nate Pare O — oe De! ar es ecs recentiv and dreWw hi $ al me ata eaction out 
wo! about the Assn’s. prestige ' vies thant _— es r James will play the Astor hotel, N. Y.. opening around mid-J as 
. ' ements » distin vith ( . . .. Aa 
and repertory. if the Dell group c¢ o eto nasice t . nt Hollywood, April 17 Frank Dailev’s Meadowbrook in Jersey, one-nighters and a couple weeks 
. . - . ; , -e | rs € sting between them “1 ; : : : | 
for Columbia and also are bothered | ‘*‘ . “ : 1 k Maurice: Coher swerator of the) at the Sherman hotel, Chicago. After that he returns west and may not ate 
t! ‘ ylavers r a brie Wall ' ‘ . i 
over whether the sales of its ow: : : aS ities, tae _ , rie! Palladium dance filed a second | come back tor dates Last vear he told friends his t1 ip east this vear ail 
band's ‘discs I yurt / we seven-week al fresco summer season : ; sae . 3 ; : 
i th than pe 1 ene objection to the size of the license Would be his fast pie 
oint at they > n lal about y 
p hat ye dag n ; APP» 4 0 fees levied by ASCAP, asserting tive 
dl ac hoy Zz we — — mom ¢ op ’ that the $3,000 annual bite is out of Intra-trade politics highlighted the nuptials of a Bourne, Inc.. telephon- hat 
sales of on ort neetra unde the Dell line with the amount extracted from | iste, attended by both the Saul Bornstein and Irving Berlin factions When nat 
ne : wir SS 2 Se. Del manny the Aragon and Trianon. Chicago | the string emsemble started playing “Alway and “A Pretiy Girl Is Like a 
— ‘ +o" e+ eonieinie pe sire THREATENED BY 1-A ballrooms rated in the same clas as Melody, both Berlin sOngS Bornstei at first thought it was a ne kind 
Gespire f ict the Sa i the Palladiun of musical rib, but later joined in the merriment at the curious coincide P 
are involve Dell people a ) Gene K pa i peel! placed it . : . of the tunes 
= — — aS ae A b\ ocal Cnc o draft boar e. nen s . Satin tach htea R. . 
and has been advised of imminent tichard J. Powers, chief of ASCAP's Lester Sacks, who took over as professional manage f the > { i 

tuntion ti eee ’ al ,,| Coast office and later with New —— at : gry af Manager Of ine new Stand- 

nduction iS Case Is on appeal with 4 “ ee ge ve ., | wood Music Co. as of last Monday (16) is new to the music business 
YESTERDAY he filine Ginte Guinviicn Ge | York. resulted in the information tha ; . ; 

a ae eee eee vee he was | 1 according to estab Brother of Manie Sacks, Columbia Recording Co. executive in N. Y_ he é‘ 

: ety , < t 4 } . . +1) Was ICeCISe( CULCILIIR ut Ske . ‘ , n 
Director onl) o tha re can fulfill, lished tables and was not being dis- | “8% formerly merchandising manager of Lit Bros.’ department store in S 

R it's emphasized the forthcoming 3 P : : a Philadelphia in 
r 0 r U L A R Capitol theatre, N. Y., date criminated agains Cohen wants to - +h 
STANDARD TODAY | ceil sate is set for late in May | now Why he must pay three grand x 
< it « is > A al 4 « 
hile the combined Aragon and Tri- ? ! : 
or early June, his second appearance | “ 5 T D W It Alb Davis Allen replaced Don D'Arcy a 
at that | > with his curre band | 4nen pas only $2,200 VU. S$ a Z um | ' pi ; i 
{ a wuse with Nis current dane S Fel 1 Col ; 4 , with Boyd Raeburn’s orchestra at fri 
Since Feb ohen has refused to Tommy Dorsey's orchestra, aug-)| 4; N , : Ar 
B the New Yorker hotel, N. ¥ 2 
make his ASCAP payment His! mented bv nine extra strings. re _ a —- | 
Slow Advance Sale limit of non-payment is June 1. Aftet corded a group of waltzes foi RCA “ ae 
that time, if he is not’ paid up.| Victor last week in N. Y. for release ii eee. ph 
23a z , } ict a: i ; ‘ yo SETTER ALL hi + 
F P| ’ ASCAP can sue for copyright in- in album form. It’s Dorsey's initial wy DRBAMS ARE i fin? ér 4 co 
or uggers oncert fringement on every tune written by attempt at gych material In the ve a VS 2 bgt re 5 co 
‘ oni a —o , . © estes ; = ese = w tw 6 Y- 

Musik Publishers Contact Em- - er — Raaer G08 payed tn te past, however, he has made special f tees re Li $: s we ~ co 
ployees Union is worried about the oolery things for Victor's Red Sel label In 
progress of ti ket sales for its an- Waltzes cut last week included DUKE ELLINGTON Pr 
nual affair, set for April 28 at Car- ° ° ° such things as “Tales of the Vienna 40 F 
negie Hall, N. Y With the show Frolics Miami Already Woods.” With the nine added An ther Famous 

9 a: ae ate 9 ’ aA , Orchestra Leaders P 
| only 12 days away, the house is only ‘ , strings, Dorsey used 34 pieces in- Vi 
about 50% sold out of a_ possible B k f 46 S cluding his own trombone. Use this 8x5 VISUAL record w 
gross of $13,000 or thereabouts, and 00 ing or eason . - of song hits of over 130 pub m 
a meeting of MPCE officials was Frolics, Miami, name band nitery, é ° ° Ad ° ae Lane = gy ¥ im- hi 

: zs é de e: sheets ate vt 

called for past Monday (16) to dis-| which finished a month or so ago Selvin Majestic viser a hi mg nase ES FREI - be 
cuss the situation | its most profitable season to date, is Ben Selvin, director of artists and 

So far, the journal attendant to all} already booking for next year. ‘Spot! repertoire for Muzak recordings it 1619 
union affairs such as this has piled} has so far set Sammy Kave for the|N. Y., has been hired by Majestic aig fd 

| up a considerable amount. Almost} same period in 1946 as he played the | Records to act in an advisory ca- sites Pies: ® 
$13,000 is already in the kitty from} past winter (February-early March). | pacity in the recording of light a —________ = 
“Por new artist copies and ar- advertising, et« Woody Herman is negotiating; he| classical material He acts in the 
rengenenis contact Standard Merrill to Sole has never played the spot same capacity for all recordings N I] | S M 
> | T y — “hea: 
Exploitation Department The Robert Merrill, 27-year-old winner! Flagler’s Gardens, also in Miami, | done by WOR, N. Y.,, for its Fea a y $ So weet to e 
7 = . “o”’ . 
of recent Metopera audition contests, ! which at one time ran opposition to | ture label. 
} a : r a . ‘ | . _? . we Lyrics, MuSice and Published by 
Big 3, PHIL KORNHEISER, Man will appear with the Waring organi- | the -Frolics, did not operate with| Selvin retains his Muzak post. 
ager, 1619 Broadway, NLY. 9 | zation at Carnegie Hall, N. Y. (28h/ name bands the past season, Its | - CAREL ALBRIGHT 
Pe Circle 6-2939 | He'll solo for preem of Norman Dello! plans for next are uncertain. At Milt Rosen assigned as musical di- | 1201 Brunswick Street 
£ SEES Joio’s symphony based on Stephen | one time the two were bidding| rector on “Shady Lady” at Univer- BALTIMORE 23, MARYLAND 
; Vincent Benet’s “Western Star.” against one another for talent. ' sal. 
b—— ——____. ee — —— — 
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PERRY COMO S 


OUTSTANDING VICTOR RECORD OF AN OUTSTANDING BALLAD 
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1619 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 
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BE PREPARED! 





PROGRAM IMMEDIATELY! 











BEST BET FOR DISC JOCKEYS, BING CROSBY AND THE ANDREWS 


(DECCA) 








HOT TIME IN THE TOWN OF BERLIN 


WHEN THE YANKS GO MARCHING IN 
Charlie Ross, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 


BARTON MUSIC CORP. 





THERE'LL BE A 

















1619 Broadway, New York 19, W. Y. 
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Minor Network of Plug Exchanges 
By Lesser Maestros Burn Publishers 





Music publishers are currently # 
steaming over what they term the 
“minor network of plug exchanges” 
now being worked by deaders of 
Jesser-known bands since the curfew 
put them on the air. Pubs claim 
that it’s difficult enough to get plugs 
what with the greater majority of 
in pushing 
of their 


top names interested 


songs marketed by firms 


own, without having to contend with 





non-names doing the same thing. 
Since the curfew, there have been | 
of N. Y. and} 


It turns | 


fewer programs out 


more from midwest spots. 


out that of the maestros now 
benefiting this arrangement, 
most of whom have had very little 
also have a 
piece of a music firm or have “rela- 
tives song, etc. And they 


| 
have lost no time in aping the | 


many 
| 
from | 


sir time pre-curfew, 





’ 


with a 


name practice of exchanging plugs. 


PRESS GETS BRUSHOFF 
AS TOSC COMES TO L.A.’ 


Los Angeles, April 17. 
Arturo ‘Toscanini, arriving in | 
Southern California for the first time 
in years, landed in a mess of discord | 
the moment he stepped off the rele} 
at Pasadena. Arrival was accom-| 
panied by an announcement by Wil- | 
frid R. Davis, manager of the Los 
Angeles Symphony orchestra: 
“Toscanini is not speaking today.’ 
When Howard Bellew, newspaper | 
photographer, aimed his lens at the 
conductor, he and the camera were 
copducted forcibly out of range by a 
couple of bodyguards who destroyed 
installations, such as flashlight bulbs. 
Police quelled further rough stuff. 





Sammy Kaye’s orch plays a pri- 
vate party in Erie, Pa., June 12, for 
which it’s drawing $4,000 flat, the 
most coin for such a date the outfit 
has ever gotten. 














| Hugo 


| With 


Robert L. Murray’s 
Estate Goes to Widow 


late Robert L. Murray, director of 
public relations for the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 


Publishers, receives his entire estate, 


' 
Mrs. H. A. Murray, widow of the 


Paine in England 

John G. Paine, general manager 
of the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers, and 
Herman Finkelstein, attorney, ar- 
rived in England Monaay (16) for 
conferences with the Performing 
Rights Society. 

Pair left N. Y. for Washington last 
Thursday (12) and went from there 
by Clipper. 





Reserves Decish 





according to his will filed in Sur- () BMI | 

rogates Court, N. Y.,. last week. ll a ar S 
Estate value is said to be within 

$5,000, incltiding a small farm in Justice Ferdinand C. Pecora yes- 

Vermont. Murray died Feb. 10 in|terday (Tues.) reserved decision in 

Montreal while on a_ business trip | the Broadcast Music-E. B. Marks 


for ASCAP 


Feist May Buy 
Variety Music 


Leo Feist, Inc.. may buy Variety 
Music Corp. and use it as a sub- 
| Sidiary for Metro filmusical scores. 
Variety Music is owned by Arthur 
Freed, Metro's No. 1 musical pro- 
duce! and operated D\ nis brother 


Freed. Its bulwark is the old 
Jacobs (Boston) band music catalog, 
the many M-G@ pix on 
horizon, Link favors a 
sidiary outfit to handle the plussage. 


Harry 


Otherwise some of it may be segued | 


into the Miller Music catalog, such 
as “Anchors Aweigh,” “Weekend at 
the Waldorf” or “The Harvey Girls.” 
First two, probably will 
retain imprint 


however, 
the Feist 


GOULD TO REJOIN BURTON 


David Gould, formerly 
with Bill Burton in the latter’s man- 


agement agency, will rejoin Burton 
on the Coast next month at which 
time the agency will be expanded. 


Gould leaves N. Y. May 2. 


Since Burton broke up his N. Y. 
office’ about a year ago to remain 
on the Coast, Gould has been in 


another field. 


| cedure, 


the | 
sub- | 


associated | 


sult against the American Society of 
| Composers, Authors and Publish- 
|ers. However, in an unusual 
Pecora stipulated the 
and time he will deliver a decision. 
It’s to be at 10 am. April 25 in 


date 


|Supreme Court, N. Y., where the 
case was tried. 
| Attorneys for BMI and ASCAP 


didn’t complete their summation of 
the case until yesterday ‘Tues.). It 


pro- | 


Combine Headed by Moe Gale Setting 
Up New Rack String; Buy Out Olman 


+ A combine headed by Moe Gale, 
who is now a partner in the opera- 
tion of Advanced Music, a Warner 
ros. subsidiary, has bought out at- 
Set for N y Parks torney Chauncey Olman’s interest in 
= the rack venture he and Barney 
Consolidated Edison will renew! Young have recently attempted to 
again this summer the cuffo name! start. Within the next couple of 
band dances it has sponsored in| weeks, as soon as a batch of 10,000 
|N. Y, public parks for the past tw0| racks can be secured for placement, 
| years. Company has contracted for | the newest string of racks will be 





Cuffo Band Dances Again 





94 dates in Central Park, Prospect! placed in operation. They will be 
| Park, various playgrounds, etc., all! cerviced by American News Co 
booked through General Amusement Young, 9 war vet, formerly with 
| Corp., which has an ‘exclusive 0N| Gem Music, launched the idea of a 
| them. string of racks four or five weeks 
Dates begin June 20, with opening | ago, presumably due to reports of 
i band yet to be selected how well the long-established string 


International Circula- 
was going. This string, 
vised by the music publishers 
through the Music Publishers 
Protective Assn., now initial 
order for music in excess of 118,000, 


—_ operated by 


tion super- 
tne Ye 
elves 


AFM Offers New 


places 


° which means a lot to a publisher 
C act orm tarting a song. Each song placed 
on these racks is selected on the 


basis of requests from jobbers as a 





originally was to have been done American Federation of Musicians | result of which the tune achieves a 
Friday (13), but the death of Presi-}| as drawn up a standard form of| position among the first 20 “best 
dent Roosevelt set it back until Mon- | Contract for use between artists and | sellers.” 

|day. When the attorneys finished | recording companies, This is the Young had considerable trouble 
| summing-up, Pecora commended | first time the union has suggeste: ecuring deals for music with pub- 
both sides for their preparation and | @%y definite form of contract for the | lishers. The majority of them were 
conduct during the trial. | recording field; heretofore each com-/| reluctant to go into another rack 


It had been expected that 
would deliver a decision 
ly after the sum-up. 
| BMI-Marks suit vs. 
jthe latter’s claim of rights to tunes 
in tHe Marks catalog, which over 
four years ago was withdrawn from 
ASCAP and leased to BMI on a per- 
forming rights basis for the sum of 


Pecora 
mmediate- 


ASCAP is over 


| $200,000 annually for five years. 
| ASCAP contends that it still has a 
| hold on the songs in the Marks 
catalog which were written or col- 
laborated wugon by writers then 
members of ASCAP. 

Jimmy McHugh and Harold 
Adamson have written a tune titled 
“There's a New Flag on Iwo Jima.” 
Pair also wrote “Comin’ In On a 
Wing and a Prayer.” 





— 


| pany had its own individual style 
of agreement peculiar to each meth- 
|od of operation. New 


venture, fearing an improperly su- 
string might interfere with 


operation to the point 


pervised 


pacts are the INT 


not 


| necessarily on AFM tationery,! where its value would be destroyed. 
however. Another angle was the shortage of 
During last week, when news of | paper; they couldn’t see at this time 
the new contracts was‘ circulated,| cooperating with something that 
there were reports of strong objec-| wasn’t established and chance size- 
tions by individual companies to!able returns (INT % of returns is 
certain clauses. After investigation, | less than 10%). 
not one company could be found who} Due to this publisher reaction, 
would admit negative reactions to| Young did not make one deal for 
anything. Some claimed they hadn’t| music. None has been negotiated 


even seen a copy. In most Cases | yet by the new group headed by 


they were still in the hands of at-| Gale, although they are confident 
torneys, who were studying them. | that the same barriers that faced 


Ken Rains, attorney fo! 
Records, helped the union promul- 
gate the new agreement. His work 
with the union was strictly in behalf 
of CRC, it’s explained. 


Columbia | Young will melt away. 





Leenard Sues writing a book on 
trumpet improvisations, to be pub- 























lished by Robbins Music. 




















Plenty of extra material available 
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THiS BROAD W A 


Words and Musie by WILLIE SHORE * FRED ASTAIRE and MOREY (Rum And Coca-Cola) Amsterdam |. 


¢f 














ral MURA? ops. 


ON ME ITY RPI. 











RE Sc ce RET TE TATE PS IIE aa ET I NT ge Horace LPO OLS ER 


42 ORCHESTRAS-—MUSIC 


een ee MP ee 


eee tee eee ee te EN RABE ee REO re AO Sd RRS St 


VARIETY 


Weduesday, April 18, 19145 





~ 10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


ee . . {Les Brown . Columbia 
1. My Dreams Getting Better (8) (Santly>  tonis Melaiee .<.0¥: > aie 
\ Harry James Columbia 


2. I'm Beginning to See Light (7) (Grand) 


i} Duke Ellington 


\ Dinah Shore 
} Pied Pivers 


Of 


Victor 
8. Candy (4) (Feist) ............++-++:5+* ) Died Pipers .....¢. Capito 


4. Little On Lonely Side (9) (Advanced? Frankie Carle ..;.Columbia 


» (Capitol ) Pied iain Capito 


Away (1) (Shapiro) Bing Crosby Dex 


' 


5. Sentimental Journey (4) (Morris? ... Les Brown Columbia 
{ Tommy Dorsey, Victor 
& More and More (6) (T. B. Harms | Merry Clase Victor 
7. Saturday Night Is Loneliest (11) (Barto Frank Sinatra Columbia 
8 Rum and Coca-Cola (14) (Feist! Andrew Sisters Decca 
\ Freddie Marti Victor 
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FROM THE GREATEST OF ALL ee 
MGM MUSICAL PICTURES... | 





oS. 


AND ON SOME OF THE | 
GREATEST RECORDS EVER... = 


This Heart 
Of Mine 


Lyric by Music by 
ARTHUR FREED HARRY WARREN 










Le 






























Recordings by 


COUNT BASIE (Columbia) 
GINNY SIMMS (columbia) 
VAUGHN MONROE victor) 
GLEN GRAY (Decca) 
JUDY GARLAND (Decca) 
FRED ASTAIRE (Decco) 
LOUIS PRIMA (Majestic) 
TEDDY WILSON (Musicraft) 
BOYD RAEBURN (Guild) 
CARL RAVAZZA Fecturel 


TRIANGLE MUSIC CORP. 
ROCCO VOCCO, President 
NEW YORK ® CHICAGO °® HOLLYWOOD 








10 Best Sheet Seles Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


Dreams Getting Better...Sanfly | 
| Weeks Past 


Total 
Covers 





Hotel 1 bey 
Candy ..-ssesseeseeeeee, Feist | yg Aloma*..,...Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50) ...ccc00. 26.) tes Nee 
Dream a’ Capitol Boyd Raeburn New Yorker (400, $1-$1.50)......... 3 1850 4475 
Just Prayer Away Shapiro Jimmy Dorsey... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)......... 9 41,875 40.675 
| Little On Lonely Side..Advanced | {eo Reisman*.... Waldorf (550; $2)...... Ruavebideccets SRM Shame 
| All of My Life . Berlin | George Paxton... Lincoln (275: $1-$1.50)............0. 8 7530 8 725 
| Laura ws vere eee eees Robbins | Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)............ 29 1.075 72.950 
I Should Care ........+: Dorsey Hal McIntyre.....Commodore (400; $1-$1.50).......... 2 1800 3,250 
| Belong to My Heart Harris : 
| 











* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show. 
ARMY BUYING 2D HAND Lexington, Biltmore, Hawaiian floor shows 
+4 days {3 days 
HORNS FOR 0’SEAS USE 
u 


New Yorker, has ice show 


Los Angeles 


Boston, April 1% Freddy Martin (Ambassador: 900: $1-$1.50) Kent up to solid 4.200 tabe 
Army officers have been buying bv not closing Saturday night } 
up musical instruments Anything | Joe Reichman (Biltmore: 900: $1-$1.50) Blacked out Saturday night - 
that will Diare of! bleat paving |, mor President Roosevelt and still had 3.500 covers 
nvwhere from $20 to $350 pei ! : 
strument. to be shipped overseas . 
Officers picked up about 700) in Chicago 
struments in one week hers Buddy Franklin ‘New Wainut Room, Bismarck hotel: 465: $1.50-$2.50 


min.). Pres 
& Novello 


Hampton's Carnegie Hall Bob Grant Room, Palmer House; 700; $3-$3.50 min.). Hilde- 


garde moves out Wednesday (18); she and Grant got only 7,200 last week 


Roosevelt's death cued drop to 2,100 for Franklin and Enrica 


(Empire 


( H t Aff “ Dick LaSalle (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 465; $2.50 min.). Here, 
oncert a 0 alr as elsewhere, a couple of shows were dropped, with a sparse 1,700 fo 
Lionel Hampton’s concert at Cal Georgie Price and LaSalle 
negie Hall, N. Y. in) conjunction Tony Pastor «(Panther Room, Sherman hotel; 950; $1.50-$2.50 min.). Pas 
vit) Esquire magazine, which re-| tor, skedded to open Friday (13) following Woody Herman, postponed it 
i cently ated Hamopton’s outfit the | to Saturday (14) when FDR news came in A mere 3,600 
N Band of the Yea drew a Ted Weems (‘Boulevard Room, Stevens hotel; 650; $3-$3.50 min.) No 
| house Sundav night (15) that was | bad, considering. Weems and show including Con Colleano. Three Sail 
| over 80 of capacity. Slightly over | etc., got 4,500 
| $9.00 was grossed, most of which . 
| will be divided up between various ° N . H t | 
Pais ae eae ee Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 
| Hampton's band, one of the most (Los Angeles) 
j entertaining in the business, staged Frankie Carle (Palladium, B. Hollywood, fourth week). Kept open al 
a show that had staid Carnegie | week and strong 28,000 admishes registered 
| rocking like a_ boat With such 


Jan Garber ‘Trianon, B, South Gate, fourth week), Still climbing with 
Boogie-Woogie o 7K 


8.750 ticket buvers e 
and “Flying Home.” standbys of the Leighton Noble ‘Slapsy Maxie’s, N, Los Angeles, 18th week). 
band, the joint was jumping Thursday night and got plenty of coin with 4,600 entrants 
the least Interspersed were ar- Carlos Molina, King Cole Trio (Trocadero, N, Hollywood 
rangements which called for the in- Good 4.000 tabs on the stanza 
clusion of 34 strings, 


handied by 


things as “Hamp’s 


Closed 
to say 


fourth week). 


rehearsed and 

Eddie South In addi- 

tion to the long list of band num- 

bers, Hampton spotlighted numerous 

personalities from within the or- 

chestra, including Arnette Cobbs. | 
tenor sax; Herbie Fields, ditto: sing- | 
ers Rubel Blakely and Dinah Wash- | __ 
ington, who did “Evil Gal Blues” 

and “Blowtop Blues,” both with CINCY 
Leonard Feather, their composer, on 


plano 


(Chicago) 

Gav Claridge (Chez Paree: 650; $3-$3.50 min.), 
4.000 for Claridge 
might have been 

Del Courtney ‘Blackhawk: 500; $1-$2.50 min.) Cancellations resulted 
in drop to 3.200 for Courtney, Whitey Roberts and Simpson’s Marionettes 
——e 


Dull here. too, althorigt 
Willie Shore and Connie Russell wasn’t as bad a t 


INCY AFM SETTLES 
‘SPANKED MEMBER’S SUIT 


April 17 











Top Tunes for Your Books 
An All-Time Favorite 


I CAN’T BELIEVE 


For a band concert of this type, 
the show was unusually well pro- 
|} duced. Excellent lighting by Leo 











Cincinnati 


| Morgan, Strand theatre, N. Y., pro- An out-of-court settlement Was " Ps ’ r 
ducer, rated a nod. Only shortcom-|reached April 10 in the suit of Wil- 1 HAT YOU RE IN 
ing of the evening was a mike sys- {liam M. Knox, Cincy Symphony or- LOVE WITH ME 


tem that insisted on frequently mis- 


*» 
behaving. 


chestra violinist for 27 years, against 


the Cincy AFM local. He had sued 


. 9 7 ; _— t f08 reinstatement, damages of $5,000 
Robbins Billy Rose Folio jand a restrainer againsi final eo! |/8e- 


Robbins Music is getting out a | ton of $2,000 of a $2,500 fine assessed 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


Published by 
MILLS 


EEO RM TREE SY OBL IL 





Billy Rose “Diamond Horseshoe”! by the union for his alleged inter- 





folio, to tie in with the Z0th-Fox | ference last year with negotiations 
film’s bally. This is separate and between the orchestra and manage- 
apart from the Mack Gordon-Harry | ment for a wage increase. 

Warren score in the film which | Case was to have been heard that 
Bregman-Vocco-Conn is publishing.|4ay in Common leas Court. 

Rose wanted: to include “That Old | Knox gets his job back, it was an- 
Gang of Mine,” a Bourne copyright, | "0unced, but other terms of the 
in the folio, but Saul H. Bornstein | @8reement were ngt disclosed. He 
refused to relinquish the copyright | W@aS represented by Clare G, Yar- 
for a competitive publisher. wood, local attorney; Joseph Pad- 
way, chief counsel for the American 


Art Franklin Better “| rederation of Laboi, represented the 


funtion 
Hollywood, April 17. One report had it that the settle- 
Arthur Franklin is reported im- | ment called for refunds of fines paid 
proving at Cedars of Lebanon. Para- | by Knox and other members of the 
mount musical director and adviser | orchestra, which totaled close to 
collapsed over the weekend and was | $5.000. One of the fined members is 
critically ill for a short time. Eugene Goossens, director, who paid 
Nurses report his condition better | $1,250 and was suspended for three 
now. months. 


—————E 
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LEEDS MUSIE CORPORATION 
NEW YORK » CHICAGO - 
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MUSIC PUBLISHERS 


Announce Their Removal to Larger Quarters At 


1650 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 


———— 





Circle 5-7181 | 
] 
{ 
| cece STARPS 2 cce 
Chelsea YV is 
VIKING | Saunders 
PETER DORAINE | SAM WICLER ART SCHWARTZ 
LOU COMITO 
eK Sauerae LEE COOPER HARRY TENNEY 
Chicago — BRUNO SALVATORI § Chicago—TOM SHERMAN Chicago—JOE DRACCA 
Hollywood—-NAT FREYER Hollywood—MAC GREEN Hollywood—HARRY HUME | 


West Coast Under the Direction of ART SCHWARTZ 


———— 
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125 Act Asking 1G 
After Fill-In Date 


. ] 
Typical of soaring salary demands 


ix the $1,000 weekly the William 
Morris office is reported asking for 
Pearl Bailey, colored singer, on the 
basis of a fill-in date she played re- 
cenily 
She may settle for $750. 

When Sister Tharpe took ill on 
the current Cab Calloway show at 


the Strand, Miss Bailey was rushed 
in. She doubled from the Blue An- 
gel. N Y. nitery, for the few days 
Sister Tharpe was out, Miss Bailey | 
reportedly has been getting $125 
weekly at the Blue Angel. It’s now 
being negotiated for her to tour foi 

several weeks with Calloway in the 

atres following the Strand dats 

probably at about $750. Miss Bailey 
is a s er of hoofer Bill Bailey 





at the Strand theatre, N. Y. 











AL”*”* Wricey® ROBERTS 
Having Appeared in Some of the 
Leading Nite Clubs in the Country 


Such As: 
Latin Quarter, Bosten Glass Hat. N. Y 
Last Frontier, L Vegas Bowery Det. 


Leokout House. Cinna Waiten Reof, Phil. 
Latin Quarter. Chi El Merrece, Montreal 
Gtena Roud., Cine Trocadere, R€ne 

100 Club,Des Moines Lake Club, Springfield 


Now on 5th week, Blackhawk, Chi. 


Starting April 25, Latin Quarter, Det. 














PAUL 
REGAN *€ 


Comile- 
4t sr CONCLIDED 
5 WEEKS 
CAPITOL, NEW YORK 


Signed for Return 
Engagement — After 
USO Overseas Tour 


MCA 


Satirist 








TT 





PERFORMERS NOW IN 
ARMED FORCES 


if yeu are in Spectal Services or not— 
for immediate use or post-war return 
to show business. 


Here Is a Service You'll Always 
Weat 


FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 


Contain Modern Comedy Material for 
All Type Performers 7 
Fach Seript Contains Over 100 
Sore-Fire Gage—$1.05 Each 
Nos. | Thru 10 Now Ready 
Make Checks sagebte te 
7“ LA SMITE 
Mall te ‘“‘Fun- Muster” 
200 W. 54th St., New York City 19, N.Y. 


Shelvey Back East 


Hollywood, April 17. 
Matt Shelvy, AGVA. ¢hief, left 
here for San Francisco last night 





(16) after completing six days of 
confabs here. 

Shelvey huddled with Florine 
Bale, Coast AGVA head. He stops 
in Chicago enroute back to New 
York, 


All Col. Suburb Cafes 

















CAPPELLA’ PATRICIA 


Just Closed As 
_.4.... HEADLINERS ot the 
BOWERY, Detroit 
Now HELD OVER 
Twe More Weeks 
NICOLLET HOTEL 
MINNEAPOLIS 
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$ IT'S TIME FOR 


CHIMES ,; 


MICHAEL 
CHIMES 


OUTSTANDING , 
HARMONICA 
STYLIST 


6 times Weekly 
over WNEW 
Mon. thru Fri. 9 A.M 
Sunday 1 P.M 


MUSIC by MERLE PITT 
21st WEEK! 


LE 2-1100 













mons and Slocum’s Opera House. It 
housed several minstrel units until 
1903. when it got present 


)iS 








TGypay Dickers Detroit 
| Latin Quarter at $4,500 


Negotiations are on 
Rose Lee's 
Deal is in 
Gyp to play the 
1 troit, date to be 
is not yet inked. 
Miss Lee 4s 
vauders. 


for one of 
mfrequent nitery 
the works for the 
Latin Quarter, De- 
set, at $4.500. Pact 


| Gypsy 
Cates 





currently playing 











4uvthing Can Happen 


| HANLON 


CLARK 


“TWO CRAZY PEOPLE’ 


Overseas for LSO 


| Die.s MAKRY GREBEN 
Vrese: DICK KICHAKDS 








yl PRICKS PAID FOR ALL YOUR 

2LD THEATRICAL COSTUMES AND 

EVENING CLOTHES CONTAINING 
RHINESTONES 


RHINESTONE 


EXCHANGE OF AMERICA 


29 West 34th Street 
NEW LORK 
Koom ?-—1t4). 54-8899 








NEW COMIC'S COLLECTION $2 
FREE CATALOG 


WHITE FOK HEADLINERS 





Wwe 


dules and Henny 


KLEINMAN 


25-31-h 46th Road 
Leng Islend City 2, NS 





Palace, Cleve., to Drop 
Stage Shows for 6 Wks. 


Unless talent with sufficient b.o. 


strength becomes available to _ it, 
Palace theatre, Cleveland, will drop 
stageshows for around six weeks 


starting May 10. Step was taken by 


| the RKO booking office after survey 
| indicated nothing strong enough to 
! 





MCA Squeeze Play on N. Y. Hotels 
In Stressing Carnival and 400 As 
Profit-Making Orchestra Bookings 


Music Corp. of America is 





at- | has openly stated that it doesn’t in- 
































name | 
and became a burleyv establishment, | 




















jearry the house during May and sialete tue Canabert teams, edad tend to buck the 400 or any other 
G | E 0 | June. House will operate on a beam a the spot more ‘as a band m. %. on “se ge: manor ™ at 
et In xtra Hour f | straight pic policy job than as nightclub booking. In| ficials have said they will book 
| St. Charles also will close for the | the event MCA succeeds in inducing | S™aller bands and rely on the ice 
Biz on Time Differential’ summer May 1. House, operated by any of its top names to play the spot show. Other hotels that rely only 
: of | Harold Minsky, has no air-con- | i+ win put a squeeze on N. Y. hotels | °” their bands and have no floor 
Columbus, O., April 1% | ditioning system and will reopen 1 | ¢pa¢ unquestionably will have a ma- | show, such as the Pennsylvania, will 
Justifying their decision to remain | the Fall lior effect on MCA’s dealings vit not be in as comfortable a position 
a a late nan ae i those rooms | The 400 Club will close down foi 
| establishn — Ds ight clubs n anh MCA has an exclusive on the 400 'the summer after Benny Goodman’s 
maid bagicern Hpetre the city. I ' : = ACVA St ll P |!Club, which Tommy Dorsey’s or- | date ‘he follows current Duke ElI- 
. & ”s — a S ar chestra launched successfully Feb. | lington). It eopens Sept. 6 with 
must be observed according to the 16. Not given much of a chance by | Gene Krupa. His is the only band 
time prevailing 1} the tocatity here so-called wiser heads when it opened. definitely set for the fall Sa im 
the establishment is ocated Group the place has continued to do good Kaye nav follow e) lon 
cageraly aie ae pres tig ake Ca Or usse business despite the curfe w, and it is ; Dorsey 
Fdimee, that tine would eieern ‘hele offering important money to all top | sms oe Siem - 
curfew As a resuit county night American Guiid of V: iv At names: money they can't turn down Loesrerssseereeeeserers 
clubs will close at 1 a.m. Columbus | ists, in an unprecedented move, ad- ae sha of playing a B. 3 — + 
time, giving lategoers an extra hour | Vised Paramount theatre, N Y agg a ere pire ong Masa high. | > 
| of amusement | booking officials last week to halt | In_the event se cots Sop npaee. | = EDDY 
Ralph E. Gabele. area WMC direc- | negotiations with the William Morris far the Car ge rege will gow + 
tor, had earlier appealed to opera- | 2482S for singer Andy Russell until eicuces - — eae ogo $ — 
‘ hes 9 " . 4 } 1e atl < . itractual diffics 1e@s wu , li Us 10N to -ACTI “= 
{ P ie; hile Robert So] ‘ tled Russell inde outract to | © lesser mat 0 inde the z Vi of the 
state quor director. said that the CAL ece) \ otifiec he agen ae Yorke hotel N.Y hi can e HARMONICA" 
state can enforce the curfe only by | | \ © aR ce;riie De een . : amt = 3 Margery ey 
| State time, and could not force the | Was No longer in force and subse- + at the Piane 
Franklin county spots to close when | Quently signed with Morris a ‘GIRLS’ TO BE LEFT BY : A 
Columbus establishments do followed a few weeks after Sam 
Steifel, who also handle Mickey _¢ 
Monet, hugh sat test Boo Mes, | MALE COMICS FOR VAUDE) 3 N 
| 50° nterest n ti nger f 
PHILLY BURLEY HOUSE $27,000 ria o 7 ‘~ Male comedy leads in Al Borde’s 
Morris immediately began submit- | “Follow the, Girls” will leave the 
CLOSED BY COMPLAINTS a the singer for dates and the legiter in favor of vaude after June 
Philadelphia. Avril 17 VA action followed. None of the | Biogen run-of-the-play con- ¢ 
The old Trocadero t! ete Ph ly's other talent unions under v Nose con- . ) J . ' . , t 
Pg te incr ge we Daggupet pg dered | tracts Russell was tied _to GAC Jackie Glea hy been sé t at the 
closed Friday (13) by Director of | (AFRA, SAG) have so fat interfered | Roxy, N. ¥- at $3,000 vig 10 be Opening 
Public Safety James H toting ie iv ith Morris’ new pact with the sing- | Played sometime geen _ sum- | LOEW'S 
a ministe! had compla ned avout the bere possibl) anete on ae hasnt been ~— . a erin hy Pe of 4 ~ 
| “lewitness and ohacenity” and espe- offered for sale by the agency in | some vaude maar te So og 1 8 en STATE, N. Y. N 
re : those fields. committed to play out an old con- 
we — oe : hap 8 wa ; Ru ll’s dispute with GAC will go|tract he has with the Paramount | THURSDAY 
s vigor or tee bom pig | to arbitration An attempt is now |N. Y. ngs cate hasnt Sen Set. 2 apr 19TH 
| neads a chain of burley houses in being made to bring AGVA, AFRA ee en gps ge s a ~~ Thanks to Jesse Kaye 
the east and middle west and SAG into the one proceeding | 4S 4 single. ex - _ — ge Mgt. N. ¥.—Joho Sioger 
: ; ‘ather than conduct three separate | vaude partner, Lucille Paige. will 
Minister Rev. E. A. E. Palmguist shes 0 : _ _ te ‘ a “Ty. , te se ‘ Holly wood—Harry Bloom 
S's! arbitration meetings with each tal- |Temain in “Hats Off to Ice” at the 
exec. sec. of the Philadelphia Fed- ent union. Center theatre, N. Y He's DEINE | %OOooO6406o666446464666446 
eration of Churches, saw a show with = submitted at $1.500. +e are SS aeeaeiediemmnasiatenmmeanmiaas 
}a private investigato! 1 No replacements have been set 
“It was obscenity itself,” Dr. Palm- . Po for “Girls” although Ross Wyse, | JOE E. LEWIS 
quist told Malone The jokes were | Joan Merrill to Vaude | Jr. Al Norman and Charley Kemp- 
baggenive, puirid and rotten The Joan Merrill ia being submitted | er are being negotiated for by PHIL OHMAN 
ere weuntliy clotene.” "ae ae for sie sae arenas following comple- Borde. 7 & ORCHESTRA 
| teasers strip teased with a ven- tion of her stint on the Edgar | th a . ° H. D. HOVER 
geance.” | Bergen show. Duncan Sisters are set for the 8438 Sunect Bivd. 
| Aid Gis. RaGes win .codinedl | Music Corp. of America is lining | Troika, Washington, starting April Holly weod 46, 
| closed, Jules Arfiss, manager, offered | "P the dates. | 26. 
to allow Dr. Palmquist to censor a | ——— _ ieee aa sehen sidan AUCs et te eae eee. 
}new show opening Friday +20) but 
| the clergyman refused Closing FIRST BROADWAY VAUDEVILLE APPEARANCE- 
|down put 30 chorus girls, stage 
hands, musicians and other personnel LOEW'S STATE APRIL 19th 
out of work. Headliners at the show 
closed were Winnie Garrett and 
‘Frankie Lack. 
The Troe opened in 1870 as Sim- 


evelyn 
knight 


Tnanks to Herbert Jacoby of the Blue Angel 
for a just-completed four month engagement 


Decca Records soon to be released 
“Lass With the Delicate Air’ 
ond “Grandfother’s Clock” 


Exclusive Management 


PKK 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, Inc. 
Sidney Ascher, Publicity 
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Ethel Merman style of song selling. 
“ > (She even looks somewhat like Mer- Saranac Lake 
eVIEWS man). Her tunepacket includes “St. 


Louis Blues,” “Accentuate the Posi- By Happy Benway 
Rie Cabana. Chi 


Chicago, April 13._ 
Mary Raye & Naldi, Lenny Kent, 


really sends ‘em. Off to a slow start 
with a reprisal of preceding acts in 
| doubletalk, a flat gag about a general] «7 wanna Get Married” 


—_——— 


True,’ alypsong with too many 
verses, he finally hits his stride in 
takeoffs on various types of rhumba- 
addicts. 

Guy does some wicked, incisive 
filled at the opener, to cue what hap-| inpreshes of rhumband leaders a la 
— 2 =— gle 3 po wed Cugat; dramatic Latin serenaders, a| Fadie DeLuca’s 
on Friday 1e 1—é . ipneli y — iranda-ty pee od , , . a has ‘ 
the President died at that, To top la Miguelito Valdez; Mira ad. = pacity-filled when caught. Shal. rouine and general checkup. 
it all off. Naldi of the Mary Raye 
and Naldi ballroom duo busted a rib 


Dorben Line (6), Cee Davidson 
Orch (8); $2.50-$3 30 minimum. 


with neat bit of hoofing. artist. 





wo-thirds 
Spot was enly avout ' click in their production numbers. home. 


purveyors of “Mama Eu 
Carmen Amaya, announced (with 











tive,” “If I Cared,” “Saturday Saranac, N. Y., April 17. 
Night,” among others. one playing a return date at the 
Terry Regis, cute brunette, warbles | Will Rogers, Joe Dabrowski, Warner 
in ingrati- | cashier, was handed his all clear 
Toni Lane, Barbara Blaine, Dorothy and a . and “True, Mon,| gting fashion, winding up her stint papers. Ditto Jerry Rosenberg, child Belle Baker will play 


Lynch has corralled a line of eight Lee Klemick. who graduated here 
leokers who can dance. The gals,| some time ago, shot in for general eral years when she opens at t 
decked out in eye-filling costumes, | checkup, goi an all-lear and left for 


Music is purveyed—and good—by Vera Annacone, legit actress, ; 
boys. Room ca-| checked in at the Rogers for rest]}new show which so far 


+ - After taking the Manaldi treat- as 
ment. Sig Mealy was handed a gen- | 8d Billy Wells and the Four Fays, 


Belle Baker to Latin 
Quarter, N. Y., in June, 


Latin Quarter sometime around t 


+] . . 
Ist B’way Nitery in Yrs, 
her first 
Broadway nitery engagement in sevy- 


he 
he 


end of June. She'll head an entirely 


includes 
Ming Ling and Hu Shee, Noe! Toy 


at 


. BS 1 “Syanis . . » 7 a ‘. ' Fe 
during one of his lifts at the early | much Pine eo the oe mn Village Bare, N. Y. eral O.K. Miss Baker's Broadway appear- 
a . ind u the hospital, | Molly acon, and — or ed Bill Acorn, Moore Sisters (3), Al Ann Comerford and Isabelle Rook | ances, in recent years, have been 
show and wound up & spre? | hillbillies, meaning the Jack Cole P “age , ’ ‘d As} | received the 20-home papers last | Loew's State 
thereby having to bow out Of TMC) hancers. Singsong version of “Tux- | Robinson, Tiny Viark, kX aie Asn- | receive ™ a 7 . , ) ew Ss wtest 
last show ~ 4 re . man’s Orch (7): $1-$2.50 minimum week a 
Ast © ' ‘ edo Junction” and comedy tap top ; bd ¥e 
Dance team and Lenny Kent, mak- | off a bevoft stint . | Eddie Siagus upped tor miia exer- 
. . re ene = il ‘ 4 l I j Mb . 
ing his first local appearance since | Barbara Blaine, in deuce spot, also Rural atmospnere of this place, |; CISE RAMIREZ OFF FOR RIO 
his Army discharge, mane goon i scores with some fancy twiritaps,] superintended ir pleasant homey| Dorothy Martin cheered plenty by Hollywood. Apri 
ay at's 1 Nee \ 1 -rping . A | ; he , i qa, Ap 
layout that O-4 -* : i ah. aed high kicks, backbend taps and taps | f ashior by Tiny Clark as emcee, and | surprise visit from her [olks . ' 
mi } a DOI l - ACil Ins, > t tT ’ ‘ ¢ 7 4 . ~ . ° , , ty > *. | 
aa light S ma oP ts —~ atin t ~» is. ;on one foot — wed by a fast! the good music of Eddie Ashman’s Nate Mulroy. formerly of Benwa | Metro handed Carlos ta 
oonuEent s< ale A sAaviil Wiis 1} - 7 _— nea 1, _ > 1.7 1 _ anol " ; 
. ms p - Doogie stint oni Lane owever, ense ile yu he customers wno & Mulroy, has recovered from recent le: f bsen for ight ae) 
Viennese waltz and “Beguine,” with . . ; a | & Wut ‘ i leave of absence for eig vee 
- ‘ ; isn’t heavy enoug in either the } 


latter dance nicely done despite gave the spot capacity attendance | jliness and back 
or ken rib suffered by Naldi in one > on night caught (11) in receptive | Chicago Daily News 
“yy tangoes to top hand of the | Syme weak material, including| mood. Result was that two of the 


vocal or personality dept. to sell} 


evening—top, that is, till Kent takes| yo." “pon't 
ever. ; 
Comic, in next-to-closing spot. 


Fence Me In,” “Rum |] that 
and Coke,” and a jazzed-up “Lover, 
Come Back to Me.” 

Dorothy Dorben’s Rio Cabana 
Lovelies, who still hold the title of 
best-looking, best-dressed line in 


: Reon > | serious setback 

guesters were adequate for the (Write to those whe are il.) 
place. Jonas 

The Ashman dance music is tops 
throughout, Clark does a good job . 
when he _ supervises the square Lena vie Booking 
dancing and puts customers through 
town, caper piquantly in a light-| rural games which the trade foun 


weight routine to open, it which thoroughly enjoyable . Negro Houses for Ist 





ale : audience Trib 
| plete with bustles and parasols. Cee} bing doesn’t quite come off eithei Lena Ho will play the 


on the job at the 


open the new Rio de Janeiro hotsp 


> Henry Hudson bedded again after | Casino Iquitandinea, next month 
“Mama Eu Quero,” “It Had to Be] three acts got good hands, showing ; ‘ ; f; 

. ry ~o = - Baritone will complete his fil: 
role in “Early to Wed” before flying 


south. 














THE AMAZING 


they're garbeda 1 smart, exagger- Al Robinson, ve! triloguist, KNOWS | 
ated street Outfits, and a medley from | how to handle his voice, but lacks Ti 10@’ & 7 D : 
‘ | “Up in Central Park” to close, com- | potent mat His idien - ime, S in ; 


BOOKING THE Davidson, orch leader, doubles as | Bill Acorn and Moore Sisters, de- 


sepia house since hitting the 


pig 

emcee, and gives a good account of |tailed in New Acts. fitted in much : ‘ soe 
; . ’ h chore > a : : time when she starts at the Paradise AND 

SWEETEST VOICE himself on aptealibenintiinten Mike i bette! Cars theatre. Detroit Friday (20) She 
THIS SIDE OF HEAVEN" 


Jaek Lynech’s. Philly 


| (HOTEL WALTON ROOF) 
Philadelphia, April 11. 
| Buddy Lester, D’Ivons, Terry 
Regis, Dolores King, Line (8), Eddie | 


A 


FP abstained heads a package whicl ncludes 

Georgie Auld’s band Layout a 

+ N. y. Nitery Followups sold at a $10,000 guarantee plus a 
split over $30,000 gross - 


f 


GOOFS Oo 4444444646664 Further dates are pending in Chi- 
DeLuca Orch (6); no cover or min- | Dorothy Shay is coming along in | 280, San Francisco and Los Angeles, Marvels of Magical 
BIGGEST DISCOVERY }imum, dinner, $2.59 up | fi ne sti le and looms as a hot new ater which Miss Horne will prob- Perception 
Since | Buddy Lester's billing here is chan toosey for the class cafe circuit. | 2y make a filn 





6 od a nant? _.} | smoother, suaver, more assured and | 
FRANK SINATRA cor ge ed cg My oot _ ve with impreved showmanship values, | 
territory. the guy is panicking the | Maisonette (N.¥.) is now big lesgve. | CARCUS AERIALIST HURT 
WTanag ¢ a: t t : < . | alison > ‘ is n og ap » } 
customers like no one at the Walton | — “ = a be on 2 saeeee. 
NELSON J. SAUNDERS Roof lately | ee tg 


. whe ‘ | ould antecedents and has suffi- | IN FALL DURING SHOW 
MURRAY HILL HOTEL Lester knocks himself out at every lcient novelty material to achiev 





h > > 
; ( 1eve 
’ : tis 
Sa ge : : | show making ‘em laugh. He doesn’t | distinction, apart from her song de- Buffalo. April 17. 
| spare the horses and when caught | livery “Amen,” “He Didn’t Ask NY } ; 
_ wee cians mena myacnen cote Ra ( ed., supper show) he was on for vk ‘Ve 1 hs. lary Stevens, of Bloomington, Ill., 








Me,” “Walk Alone,” “Uncle Chi- 
huaha.” “Feudin’, Fightin’, Fussin’” 
(saucy hillbills ditty , “Love With a 





more than a half-hour before the 

“Looked like audience was going to | palm-thumpers would let him call 
let them go on et night. quits. Best laugh-getter is a trum- | | Me _ 

arried Mar i ar- 

Washington Eve. Star | pet-number that he’s added to his | .:— ried Man,” “Wan na Get Mar 





. ith » ? 
On Tour With Phil Spitainy |e. al with — heads. k J " |}at the mike. and generally registers 
Exclu. Material Personal Met vons continue to ran as pre- 


} 
Te 
HARRY COMEN PHIL FARRELL | miere ballroom team with their es cai 
1697 Broadway 1650 Broadway | gr aceful and novel routines. 
\ 











: oes 





Helen Kane. boop-a-doop 
| Stress, toplines the new show at Oet- 
| jen’s, Brooklyn, and has them in the 


@ popu arity MUST BE DESERVED 2") "fi: bist tem waitccn hh 


is considerably 


FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS 2500 LETTERS AWEEK FROM SERVICE MEN ALL OVER THE WORLD slenderized and off her it looks good. | Senor Wences Set For 


Gal retains personality and delivery 








tions 


with “Dance 


Ramon and Lucinda. mixed team. | be on the same show 
RS & STRIPE f click with expert ballroomology, | Knight 


, hitery and vaude singer. 
NK WHIT FL ANT especially south of the border terp- 


—SHYSERAPERS tFL OVD BE TT FIELD Klin’s latest, “All of My Life.” Jimmy 


layed because of difficulty in 
O’Brien and Doris Dawson also do 


taining a visa for her husband 
okay 1n respective song sessions. Dan 








23. a member of “The Flying 
LaMars,” is recovering in the Dea- 
Drag Hospital here from a 40-foot 


j 
| 
| 
} ct 
- i ried,” “Rum and Coke.” is a nicelv | fall sustained during the Shrine C 
repertoire. Also netting guffaws is | variegated repertoire. She looks ‘oan at Memorial Auditorium 
jan item tagged “My Sweetheart— | wel), knows how to handle her hands | 
. | d ~ wa , | She was knocked unconscious 
| when her head struck a trapeze bar 
| during a performance and although 
| 
* | She fell into the safety net, she sus- 
Dolores King. local gal, has an 


song- ltained a spinal injury and lacera- 


NOW APPEARING IN PERSON AT yesteryear: Tees off wit “tine | SoA. Date at Rie’s Copa 


as Evelyn 


NEWSWEES HTER TEXAS ing. Jerry Baker. from radio, scores June Bessy oe originally sched- 
mae AUERSES ; ‘ ont with a song session, comprising | Uled to leave two weeks ago for a 
peta bees : More and Moore.” “Strange Music,” | date at the Atlantico, also in Rio, 
PORTING NEW EF “Sleighride in July,” and Irving Ber- | left last week. departure being de- 





SUAVE 
MYSTIFYING 
HILARIOUS 


ir- 


M.C.A., NEW YORK 








Baffling audiences in the betier hetel 
fooms ell over this continent is a simple 
feat for this amazing conple, demon- 


e e 
33 toon a Sosows with “The Bookings for South American | strating their unbellevable ‘feats of 
teen-age so-called Victory Girl, with | C@8iNos continue at a fast clip. Lat- | "Mthumlactie are these who ape akentieal 
& mn 52 attendant comedy bit that wows ’em. | est to be contracted for the Copa- | before they challenge these lite ‘anethe 
For encore dSes a medley of her hit; Cabana, Rio de Janeiro, is Senor ee. anne fe ata 
records and offs a solid hit. Wences, set to leave May 11. He'll ANDING ! ACTIONS. 
PICTURE FEATURED IN ) 











R.: ; ; ¥ | lay ‘aus culty in ob- 
. : - ° aini ~ ise r i 5 ° 
Healy is nifraence, veain i1hi$oo"*"""((('=—=== 





















































buy. Boff biz is the answer. Edba. 


COCKTAILS AT 4 Dinning Sisters and Deep River 


Boys have signed with General 


5 SHOWS 7:10 Amus. Corp. Ed Kirkeby remains 
personal manager of the N sing- 
DINNER STARTS AT y™ Ps P.M. ene nig 1¢ Negro sing 
= a 

—— 













Dresses, Belts, Fvening Bags, Bar 








HENRY AMDUR 






SONS, 325 5Bih 














RHINESTONES WANTED 


HIGHEST PRICES PAID IMMEDIATELY! 


Cash in on your old, worn, torn, discarded THEATRICAH COSTUMES 


Ave. 











ding, ete., containing rhinestones. in an 
condition Bring iu or matl your articles for our liberal estimate which w 

be rushed to you Upon word from you we will either forward our check o 
return your possessions immediately. 


and out of the acts and spinning gags 4 
which help liven up proceedings TALENT WANTED And His 
Healy is quick and has a sure-fire | 
delivery that keeps "em guffawing. | | SILLY SYMPHONISTS 
Don Caballero’s band provides musi- . 
cal background for show as well a soy ATERCADE” |] Newest Recording Release on 
_ REAR MER customer dansapation. | Water ballet girls and captain who | NATIONAL LABEL 
SING . . In addition to show given in main |] knows routines. High dive, women ee or) 
“ eee ‘ > “ 
; ‘ he preferred. Five or six-piece band that FUZZY WUZZY 
ea reLt” dona ‘cmertaanment on erin “and || cumrreutertai Agi "irapers, oe 
£ cocktail lounge, with O’Brien and a. —. aon | SENSATIONAL NOVELTY 
. j e ure o UU ana, 
$ Miss Dawson doubling in that room, Wildwood, N. 5. Peesensl intervion | Dir.: STAN ZUCKER 
in addition to Will Ward, veteran |@ New York later. 
A delicious dish with ve rte 9 pianologist; Billy Griffith on Ham- 
: 7 . mond organ, and a couple other acts. — 
@ plus EDDIE DAVIS too, at Lt ‘ Sans cover or minimum charge in 
s 3.3 West 52nd Stree? ' either spot it’s a good entertainment 


(near 82d St.), N. ¥. 16, MU 4-1439 




















NUMBER ONE 
VENTRILOQUIST 


CURRENTLY 
PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 
Thenks JACK DAVIES, BOB WEITMAN 























Grom zZ> 















BOB EVANS 


wit 


JERRY O'LEARY 


Per. Rep., EZ. KEOUGH 




















Ween bne 














ye 


Wednesday, April 18, 1945 


—_—— 


VARIETY 








(WEEK APRIL 26) 


whether full or split week. 


Variety Bills 


Numerals in connection wiih bilis below indicate opening day of shew. 












































° | Don Zelaya Lora Lee 
|; Bento Bros & Rita | Miller & Jean 
BOUND BROOK Monty Wolf 
oew Brook (21-22) Harlem Highlands 
| Henri (28-25) 
| Klaine Boyd Dodson's Moukeys 
|} Jimuiny Jamerson Morris & Ryan 
NEW YORK CITY | Walter O'Keefe | Bud & J Peterson PAWTUCKET 
Capitol (19) Coley Worth | Gene Sedini & Joe Capitol (22) 
sammy Kaye Ore Eddy Manson | CAMDEN ; 
Rosario & Antonio WASHINGTON | Towers (20-22) |Campbell & Lloyd 
Paul Winchell Capitol (19) lean Dawn | Rosita & Perez 
State (19) Hickory Nuts Paul Rich Knowlton 
% kings Evelyn Tyner Burton & Kavé | Lieut Eldridge 
Pat Rooney Gus Van it is & Kvyan PHILADELPHIA 
EKvelvn Knight Ballamaniace CHICAGO Carman (19%) 
Oriental (20) | Kollette « Marte 
Burton & Jennette satis aoe 
ag age Ah Mann | Reynolds & White 
Paramount jimmy Vey | Bgoletto Bros 
Carole T.andis PROVIDENCE 
KLIZABETH Metropolitan 
Liberty (19-22) (20-22) 
NEW YORK CITY MIAMI Birdland loch & J Mutton 
Paramount (18) | Olympian (18) Hope & Coyle Krank Paris 
Benny Goodman Bd | Joey Dean Marks & Lucille Bob & IL Roland 
Hob Evans |} Phyllis Willis (Charlies & Barbara Four Fantinos 
condos Bros lI. Brown & Karb’a | Sechrist & Dale Shirle Laville 
Eve Condos Radio Aces HARTFORD Eddie Howard 
renee —_———_—___ ———— = 





NEW YOR 
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BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


PARAMOUNT BUILDINGS 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY 


BEVERLY HILLS, CAL 


CALIFORNIA BANK BLDG 











CHICAGO 
Regal (18) 


Rillv Eekstine Ba 


Chuck & Chuckle 
2 Hockets 


LeRoy Carrington 


s | 








| M'Fartand & Brown | State (20-22) 
MINNEAPOLIS ; Spike Jones Ore 
Orpheum (25-24) Miavis Mims 
Sig Romberg re i Jud Manners 
OMAHA Black Bros 
Orpheum (18) NEW ARK 
Earl Carroll's Van's Adams (1) 
Louis Prima Ore 
Masters & Rollins 
rhe lniaginators 
(‘hocolateers 


RKO 


Majestic 
ble Hamil 





BOSTON 





PATERSON 


(19-22) 


on & 


Sis 


SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq. (19-22) 
ert ! Franconi 


I Harris & Jones 


WASHINGTON 


Trumpet 


Howard (20) 
Ernie Fields Ov« 
Dorothy Donegan 
Mille Bros & L.ois 


rops 












































COLUMBUS 
> . e4.@ 
Boston (19) Pag +4 (24-26) 
Gaynor & Ross ls Wiles 
Waison Sis Danny D 
Gloria Jean Gypsy Rose Lee 
Johuny Morgan |} Dave Apollon Co 
Milt Hlerth 3 | SAN FRANCISCO 
| Bill’s Gay ¥0's 
ah 4 iv | Ethel Gilbert 
WEST and LEXING | fernte Greuer 
| Harold Willard 
| Jack Ryan 
NOW (3 weeks) , | harles Strickland 
Golden Gate, San Francisco #) my Burns 
April 24—Orpheum, Los Angeles |) %*” pis Quartette 
Per Mgt.: TYLER MASON | Mildred Baltes 
1619 Broadway, New York 19 | kddie Mayehoff 
Dir.: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY | Bernards 
| Pearl Bailey 
——— 1 Norpert Facont 
| H Chittison (3) 
CLEVELAND | — rp (18) Cafe RBocteta 
” . i Skating acks j (Uptown 
Fatace (19) Jackson & Bikwell | jimmy et ' 
Tom Dorsey Orc |}Mary Beth Hughes | susan Bolin 
Nip Nelson Clift Nazarro Bea Kraft 
Lene & ‘‘laire [Gay #0's Paul A Smith 
Wm Franklin 








Warrer 


Phil Moore 








Gene Field (3) 


Ore 


Cafe Sovtety 
(Downtown) 


losh White 
Imogene (Coca 
Ed Hill Ore 
NEW YORK CITY, Milt Britton Ore Carnival 
Strand (26) Chico Marx Paul Remos 
Vin’ Monroe Ore WASHINGTON W Hoveler Ders 
Jean, Jack & Judy Earle (20) Victoria Troupe 
Ben Beri | Roxyvettes Gaudsmith Bros 
Steve Evans Arnie Hartman Maxellos 
PHILADELPHIA The Graysons Kay & Karol 
Karle (20) 3 Swifts Don MeGrane Ore 











* 


Shep Fields Ore 

Casino Ruase 
Ciga Bacdhva 
Adia Kuznetzofft 


a a Cabaret Bills Ij 


NEW YORE CITY 


Helaine Jarow 
liotel Ambassador 
Louis Betancourt O 
Jules Lande Ore 
Hotel Astor 
Tose Morand Ore 
Ron Perry Ore 
Hote! Belmont 
Plaza 
Donovan 
Lewis 
| Bert Easley 
Grace Reilly 
Artini & Consuelo 
Payson Re Orc 
Hotel Biltmore 
Joan Hyldoft 
Ann Warren 
Randy Stewart 
Ray Benson Ore 
Hotel Commodore 
Charlie Spivak Ore 
Hotel Dixte 
Don Baker Ore 
Hotel Edison 
George Baar Ore 
Essex House 
Stan Keller Ore 
Ruth Cleary 
Hotel Lexingten 
Momiji Kai 
Tapu Kaua 
Talima 
Maile 
Mokihana 
Harold Aloma Ore 
Hotel Lincotn 
Geo Paxton Orc 
Hotel New Yorker 
Mary Jane Lawson 
jiave Allen 
‘Jerry Mapes 


| 
| 


|} Nancy 
lerry 














Music Hall 
Tee Fairfax 
Corps de Ballet 
Gil Maison 


(19) 


| 


i The 


Independent. 


NEW YORK CITY! H & 


(One to 


Jean | 
fill) | 
AKRON | 
Palace } 
Inkspo@s 


Peterson 


(20-23) 

















Apr. 





2 IN 1 


Now—Olympia, Miami 
26—Centre, 
May %3—National, 


McFARLAND and BROWN 


Norfolk, 
Richmond 





America's Leading Independent 
Agent 


-| EDDIE SMITH 


1501 Broadway 
New York 


Jo Ann Collyer Jerry Baker 


Aloma Eileen La Marr 
Renee Doris Dawson 
Rosita jimmy 0’ Brien 
Diane Page Billy Griffith 
Carter & Ross Will Ward 


Joe Capello Ore 


Marquita Rivera 
La Conga 


Don Caballero Ore 





| 
Val 
Toni 
Gil Johnson 
' 
} 
| 








Va. 


















































Simeon Karzaeff 
Codolban Ore 


Billy Peterson 
Mary Jane Yeo 














PHYLLIS WILLIS Club 18 Boyd Raeburn Ore 
Al Hixon Hate! Venneyts anin 
Per. Met.: TYLER MASON Joe Mann Glen Gray Ofe 
1619 Rroadway, New York 19 Ann Denis Hotel Pierre 
Gaye Dixon Wesson Bros 
Marcia Kent Stanley Melba Ore 
— Vincent Bernon Margaret Scott 
Roxy (18) {Cootie Williams Ore | Gordon Andrewe O Hotel Plaza 
Hazel Scott Elia Fitzgerald Copacabana | Hartmans 
jackie Miles }Cokhe & Poke Navier Cugat Ore Pancho Ore 
Dick Brown | Ralph Brown Garcias ' } Hotel Koosevelt 
The Haertmans | BALTIMORE Louis Del Campo Guy Lombardo Or: 
Paul Ash Ore | Hippodrome (19) Hilda Ramos tietel Suvey Vlas: 
ee em Don Dennis | Kay Kimber 
~~ | Joel Herron | Roy Fox Bd 
Coa Rouge | Phil Burton 
la bl Dick Wilson Orch “Genet at. tanto 
BURTON and JAN Oe | eae ao eaaiel Josephine Houston 
ees Beatrice & Gomez 
Apr. 12—St. Charles, New Orleans }/)* Terre | ead Saitier ehea 
. Pe iT Brooks Organ 
Apr. 20—Orieatel, Chicege sone) Froects _| Dorothy Shay 
-Apr. 27—National, Louisville lazel Mangean 4 | Fem Seare Ore 
var ye mee 
Per. Met.: TYLER MASON a. So Hotel Taft 
1619 Broadway, New York 19 Gloria LeRoy Vincert Loves © 
Hilly Banks Hotel Waldorf 
— | fill Quentmeyer tarol Bruce 
litehell Brother j John Seba 
LONG ISLAND [Ted & Flo Valle | Michael Kdwurds Leo Reis: ? 
Jamaica (19-22) | Adele Parish | Mert Reid Ore Iceland 
‘Claire Sis ‘‘'y Reeves Vincent @™ vera Ore | Frankie Marlowe 
Tom Barry Harris, Claire & S&S 400 Club 4 Whirlwinds 
Ginger Rae & Fifi State (10-21) Duke Ellington Gre fanva Tamara 
Lou Fayne Floretta Co Meechite Bad Lou Martin Ure 
(One to fill) | Harland Dixon Havana-Madrid Jimmy Ket! 
(19-20) Denilson’ s« Monkes Sonny King j l.a Rubio 
Henri | (22-25) Pilar Gemez |} Jean Colvina 
Sylvia Russell Marion Carter Rezzini }Rudya Lynn 


Elaine Jordan CdLeh Gheevnseesen team 
Hal Fisher Jan Bart 
Jerry & Turk 


Olga Woytova 


} Hackett Sadie Banks 


Gis 


Machito Ba limi Cartier 
Fa Maritnique Joe Lalorte Ore 
Io Stafford | Rogers Corner 
Keon Victor | Harry Lefeourt Ore 
Irving Clark’s Hawaiians 


Harold Green 
Freshmen 

Mars Trio 

Korn Kobblers 
Sig Schatz Ore 
Romanian Village 


Kelly 





Socasses Ure 

Carl Ravazza Ore | 
Latin Ovnrter | 

Romo Vincent 








So. Cal. Hotels Blackout 
| Saloons on V-E Day 


lollywood, April 17. 
and following 
the Southern Cali- 
| fornia Hotel Association can make it 


V-E Day 


will be 


the day 
as dry as 


+ Cocktail bars in all hotels in that 


group will be closed 
E. W. Cason, secretary of the as- 
sociation, declared most hotels 


throughout the country are planning 
to follow the 


Lauds H’wood | 


Continued from page 5 


same action. 








| is spotlighted in its newsreel history. 
| Alse Hollywood finally going to war 
lithe official Governmental blessing | 
|following Pearl Harbor), with pro- 
duction of the first of the “training 
‘films’ and enlistment of movie 
| heroes and executives in either out- 
|and-out combat outfits or in the 
production and administration 
| Government films. 
photographers; 


| Combat entertain- 
lers on the foxhole circuit; movies at 
ithe front months and sometimes 
| years ahead of their exhibition back 
home (‘Arsenic and Old Lace,” for 
example); war information pix; 
|showmanship selling of billions in 
j bonds; the Hollywood Canteen; the 
selling of American democracy to 
regimented and unenlightened people 
abroad—all this, and more, is 
| covered effectively in “Movie Lot to 
| Beachhead.” 
Joe E. Brown 
Notably spotlighted is how Joe E. 
Brown, at his own expense, flew 
150.000 miles between March, 1942, 
and February, 1944, in covering Alas- 
| ka, the Aleutians, China, India, Bur- 
| ma, Brazil, Nigeric; the Sudan, fran, 
Iraq, Egypt, ‘Tunisia, Algeria, Mo- 
rocco and Italy. Three kings, Peter 
of Jugosalvia, George of Greece, and 
| Farouk of Egypt, attended one of 
| Brown's shows in Cairo. A Rue de 
| Joe E. Brown, near Henderson Field 
in Guadalcanal, was named for the 
|; comedian. When Capt. Don Brown 
| to his death Oct. 8, 1942, 








| crashed 
| it only emphasized to his father that 
he extend his globe-trotting enter- 
tainment. And there is a list of 
| other names given proper credit for 
| their varied efforts. 

At home. Irving Berlin’s “This Is 
the Army” is described as realized 
over $7,000,000 for Army Emergency 
Relief. Moss Hart's “Winged Vic- 
tory.” produced for a similar cause, 
| got $1.500.000, and would have capi- 
talized even further, but for a sud- 
den decision to curb its run. 
| Col. Frank Capra and Col. Hugh 
| Stewart, Sgt. Bert Balaban (son of 
| the Paramount Pictures prexy, Bar- 
| ney Balaban), Sgts. Norman Hatch 
|} and Obie Newcomb are specially ku- 
| doed for the photographic story of 
' the war, while Sgt. Victor W. Grosh- 
on gct a Legion of Merit from Gen- 
| eral Patton for filming the warfare 
around Cassino and Rome. 
| This comprehensive photo-text rec- 
| ord of show biz’s selfless, tireless, 
| all-out achievement, when regarded 
| in a composite whole, well nigh stag- 
gers the reader. Here was one in- 
dustry which gave its funds, its peo- 
ole—it gave itself. It seems curious 
indeed that this usually buffeted in- 
dustry will emerge from World War 
Il] with perhaps the most altrusitic 








| teaching them 


of | 








record Abel. 








New Aets 








MARGARET SCOTT 
Songs With Conceitina 
10 Mins. 

Hotel Pierre, N. Y. 

Margaret Scott is a_ persanable 
singing blonde who occasionally uses 
the concertina for self-accompani- 
ment. She's been a standard at the 
Hotel Pierre’s Cafe Lounge and 
only recently graduated into the 
hostelry’s Coiillon Room. 


forth wit forthright dansapation 


Maamene es D | hee Oasis _Her repertoire is in the conven- 
Ras Saene | enre @nemais tional class cate idiom, some of it a 
Harold & Lola R.-Walton Dancers | Dit dated such as “Lili Marlene,” 
{ Ifudson Wonders H Jacobson Ore | which even Hildegarade couldn't 
He De a Spivy’s Root | make the U. S. public believe vas 
Mi Beck Ore , er & Bowie | the sOldier’s rea] sone of this war 
Le Kuban feu Jayne Manners | Somehow it’s misguided sentiment. 
Yhelma Carpenter Stork «lub Otherwise she does “Lucky to Be 
Mer a Ma pt we ogee | Me” medleyed with ‘Lucky Star,” 
“veg a ifock = Des abe Keller } te | “My Heart Sings a Georges Enesco 
Aceh emg ied Vesnatites | arrangement of a Romany piece, a 
i Cedric Wallace § Carlisle i French chanson Strange -Music 
_Leon & Fadie's opsey & Ayers | (Grieg), and finally “Lili.” In the 
be lg hae te eee | latter, the Stanley Melba band boys 
eat fa iavéai) Seta |} toast her vocally with a choral as- 
loe Sojet iM Bergere Ore sist. In toto Miss Scott is a pleasant 
B& J Pavsee Zanzibar if not socko interlude for the bette: 
Sherry Britton I, Hampton Ore bistros 
1Art Waner Ore Son & Sonny 
Monte Carle Maurice Rocco Dick and Gene Wesson top the 
B) Gasparre Ore | Buell Thomas new bill with their Zany takeoffs on 
spas = ray fpr rorany Marquette Miranda, Brisson, Hildegarde, Me- 
=n Getton's Pie es —- Carthy, FDR (‘since out, of course), | 
(Rreekiy an? Peppers and make for a bright turn. Melba, | 
Hele ane Claude Hopkins Ore] per usual, emcees and his band gives 
fe: Raiph Font Ore } 


Ala Ritchie is now vocally fea- 
red with the combo Abel. 

JAY JOSTYN 

(Mr. District Attorney) 

Novelty, Talk 

10 Mins. 

State, N. Y. 

Jay Jostyn is the popular Mr. Dis- 
trict Attorney of the air. a half-how 
program Wednesdays over the NBC 
networks, sponsored by the Bristol- 
Meyers Co. As a novelty turn for 
stage dates, several of which have 
been played out-of-town, Jostyn gets | 
across impressively and, when caught 
here, was well liked. 

He closes his act strongly with a 


| monolog in which he stresses the fact 


that wars place guns in boys’ hands, 
to kill 
Before this he cites a case of years 


now 


gone by in which a candy-store pro- 
prietor was shot in a holdup by a 
hero of World War I. Jostyn. in his 


hands, holds the gun that figured in 
the killing. Jostyn makes a very 
good appearance and holds attention 
throughout his routine. He works 
down front before a mike. Char. 


RAY & PEDRO 
Gymnasts 

8 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 

Pair of lads who apparently are of 
Latin-American extraction bill them- 
selves as “the Brazilian nuts.” Obvi- 
ously they have been around, but not 
in “Variety” files. They have a neat 
gymnastic and balancing turn that 
lacks some sharpening on the com- 


edy angle—if they must try to be 
funny. Team is okay legitimately 
without clowning. 

They open with routine knock- 
about tumbles and familiar acro 
feats. Build up to their balancing 
tricks. One that okay is where 
the taller holds +. pudgy lad with 
one arm in the customary upside- 


down stunt. Climax of several other 
difficult balances is the head-to-head 
feat with the top man drinking from 
a slass. Look _smocth enough for 
most vaude once their comedy is 
ironed out. Wear. 


| house 


| the Hartford dates had 


} 
} 


| 
| 





DICK BROWN 
Songs 
Roxy, N. Y. 

Dick Brown is from radio. a 
huskier, non-mikeclutching barytone 
who handles himseli well and sings 
his pops effectively. He's given a 
romantic buildup and background by 
being surrounded by the Roxyeites 
as he opens with “Candy” and 
thence into “Two Cigarets” ‘done 
informally, in a squatting position, 
surrounded by the reclining gals), 
and thence into “You Belong to My 
Heart,” including a Spanish chorus. 


This, too, is fortified by the femmes 
making a change to appropriate 
spring costumes of pink design 
Brown is so palpably GI material] 
that a reference to 11S nedical 
discharge is in order. Otherwise he is 


tiptop for the best vaudfilmers and 
niteries He dresses casually and 
looks well in blue busine . 

A be 


LEROY BROS. (2) 
Marionettes 
9 Mins. 
State, N. Y. 
An exceptionally clever puppet act 
which can't miss anywhere. 


The Leroys work center stage in 
view of the audience most of the 
way. Their first character is a cute 
little girl in a grass skirt doing a 
hula dance. Then they come forth 
with a little boy and girl in a-dance 
routine, a very sockful interlude. An 
impression of Gene Krupa at the 


drums, which closes, follows a down- 
stage dancing bit with two skeleton 
marionettes for which a light filter is 
employed for effect 

Over very big here. when caught. 
: Char 


Irvington, N. J., Police 
Chief Doesn’t Want Circus 


Newark, April 17 


Possibility of Ringling Bros. and 
Barnum & Bailey circus plaving 
nearby Irvington hinges on accept- 


ance by show officials of recom- 
mendations submitted by police 
chief. The show applied for permit 
for June 25 to 27. Request is tabled 
pending conferences with circus 
management. 

Chief Holleran doesn't want the 


circus in town, contending there are 
no buildings or parks big enough to 
the show. This only 
tents, he said. (The circus would 
have played Irvington last year on 
the commue 


leaves 


nity granted a permit.) 

Among Holleran’s recommenda- 
tions are securing of seats to stands, 
latter to be not higher than 12 feet; 
prohibition of smoking, fireproofed 
tents constructed to withstand wind 
pressure of 10 lbs. per square foot, 


jand 9 feet wide exits, one for every 


500 persons, to be placed not farther 
than 75 feet apart. Inspection of 
electrical wiring would be manda- 
tory. 





Chicago’s 51 Hundred Club is con- 
tinuing its name policy with Condos 
Bros. ard Jan Murray set for April 
22. 





Hermanos Williams Trio, A. J. 
Cantu, and Victoria Cordoba com- 
prise the bill ai the Waldorf hotel, 
N. Y., starting May 10. 








————__ | 
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re XN. VY oa except when the snepeees| 

‘ Roxy, Ne v- . } | ore blue. His frantic band leading | 
— Pa Pe oe = on in imitation of Stokowski decreases | 
Hartmans (2), aze , 


in effect as the results increase in 


Cherry, Roxyettes (18), 8 boys. Paw) ince. Pretty forced throughout. 
Ash Orch; March of Time, “Royal Ballard and Rae. armed with a com- | 
Scandal” (20th), reviewed i", Vel wacky set of circumstances, | 
“Variety” March 21, ‘49. | are ingratiating and expert. Bran. 
A. J. Balaban. Irving Lesser. Ar- | : i / 
th - Knorr. Gae Foster, et al. have a apitol. Wash. | 
done a tiptop job at the Roxy trom Washington, April 12 
its new, very refreshing and gay de- Jimmy Dorsey Orch, Jean Crom- | 
cor. to the show, which matches the | ell, Bess Farrel, Mita Rosa, Teddy 
big-league environment Walters and Pat Henning; “It's in 
Jackie Miles emcees a brisk four- | the Bag” (UA). 
ply bill which includes Hazel Scott. ae 
Dick Brown (New Acts) and The Fred Allen, making a one-show 
Hartmans with their satirical dance ba in conjunction with film fea- | | 
It blends into a corking 50-minute | ture vas th extra bright § star;s 
stage presentation replete with Gae of the first show He was at his 
Fo ter Rox; ette chorus backgrounds | satirical best, explaining difficulty 
plus other refinements. x getting a room overcrowded 
Atte Brown's intro stint. The Hart Washington Runnerup was Pat 
mans do their standard Artht Mu Henning. who has what it takes fo! 
ra ‘“Gyps and pash bolero rou- | the bobbysoxers. His in pressions of 
tines to solid returns. Miles’ routine | tough-guys i the movies clicked 
is likewise standard, including the | heavily witt the you gsiers 
taking-apart of pop song lyrics. a Jimmy Dorsev’s orchestra is long 
ratt er harsh Sinatra impression, al ad ) t! brass sectiol with the 


} - anhnane P 
a well poised style ef small-talk and | maestro handling saxophone and 


gener al conferenciering clarinet Jean Cromwell opens with 

Miss Scott gets an impressive pro- | “I Dream of You, _ “Too Much and 
duction backup aa. 10 boys doing “My Dreams are Getting Betier All 
modern terps to her boogie-woogie Time Bess Fat ell contribs a 
specialty. a “Chopin in Jazz” and the | nifty cot tortionist stint to good re- 
finale. “Yiddishe Mama.” For the, ception asin pL AR , 
latter. which is done in Yiddish, she - Band numbers are Lov ers’ and 
has an introductory that the lyric and “John Silvei Nita Rosa “ oy ee 
theme transcends race, but the feel- Caramba Caramba and “Rum anc 


“oca-Cola.” 2° off with a Span- 
ing persists that the accent on a non- | Coca-Cola,” topping off with a Sp 


;Vious 


| with the newet 


Siate, s3e ¥v. 

Gus Va::. Watson Sisters. 
trict Attorney ‘Jay Jostyn), Murtan 
Sisters, Leroy Bros., Peggy Taylor 
| Trio: “Patrick the Great” (U>. rTe- 
viewed in current issue of “Variety.” 


Mr. Dis- 


Six-act bill here currently is more 
along oldtime vaude lines than pre- 
lineups and is a welcome 

Runs an hour and entertains 
all the way. 

In the groove of vaude of another 
day is the opener. Peggy Taylor Trio, 
an adagio turn which takes the audi- 
ence back to the technique of an 
old school with all the tossing, poses, 


change. 


etc. That this type of act is not 
1unned by a newer generation was 
trongly indicated when the trio 
scared stoutly 

Further down on the bill. in fifth 
positicn, are the Watson Sisters 
(Fanny and Kittv) who go back a 
long ways. Costumed as WACs, they 
are a terrific sock in their hodge- 
podge routine of talk? singing and 
lowning. They are tollowed by old- 


timer Gus Van (Van and Schenck on 
the bigtime for many vears) who's 
been doing a single for some time 
He exudes more of the pre-jitterbug 


flavor and. as usual, clicks in a 
way with his dialect s 


What can’t go unnoticed 


big 
and jokes 
as compared 
era, is the way 
sells himself Its something that 
counted in*the past and still remains 
something of an art. Van's closing 


mos 





iN. Y.. 


Van | 


male gymnasts and head balancers. 
are standout on the supporting bill. 
They click nicely. 


Smitty and Dotty, mixed song and 


dance turn, get over well once a 
rather cool audience warms up to 
them. They're okay hoofers and have 


the makings of a creditable act. Gags 
register once ‘they get past some 
corny intro lines. 

Jimmy Smith. who plays the xylo- 
phone by dancing on his own spe- 
cially contrived instrument, was soild 
at the show caught. He’s much im- 
proved over the last time seen in 
but still appears to hold back 
his best keyboard manipulating for 


Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, April 14. 


Eunice Healy; “Leave It To Blondie” 
(Col). 

Herman and his crew of 
solid senders are registering big 
with audiences here, particularly 
among the bobbysoxers. Herman is 
a big favorite in these parts having 
just completed a successful run at 
the Sherman hotel to standout busi- 
ness and is keeping the Oriental’s 
turnstiles whirling. 


Woody 








encores such as “Stardust.” Tim, Vi- Band has novel opening. As it 
vian and “Crackshot” appear in a | Plays “Blue Flame” theme behind a 
slower and bluer than usual comedy | scrim drop, short film is thrown on 
skit. Nicki Johnson, who leads the | !t. showing Herman in silhouetie, 
line. is one of the main reasons the | directing the band in synchroniza 
three production numbers score tion to the music After this, group 
Vear, | Jumps into a jitterbug vers:on of 
uldonia” with vocals by Herma 

that sets the pavees yelping wit 

Earle. Philly glee, followed by “One. Two, Three 
Philadelphia, April 13 | F soon Jump,’ played by ge all 

;combo consisting of Hei Or the 

Spike Jones Orch (11) with Red} jjcorice stick: Chubby Jackson bass: 

Ingle, Judie Manners, George Rox ke, | Marjorie Hyams, vibraharp: Davev 

Giggle Royce, Carl Grayson, Dick Tough, drums; Sonny Burman, trum- 

Morgan, B'ack Bros., Mavis Mims; pet: Billy Bower, guitar, and Bill 

“Destiny” (U) ' Harris, trombone, for great results 

1 Chubby Jackson, clowning  bull- 

Opening his show under the most} fiddler, and Herman, team _ for 

trying condiiions ever faced by aj|“Chubby’s’ Blues.” and _ Frances 

| shhowman—the day after the shock- | Wayne clicks with sultry renditions 

ing death of President Roosevelt of “I'm Beginning to See the Light” 

Spike Jones and his crew of corny | and “Happiness Is a Thing Called 
musickers get plenty of laughs from | Joe.” 

i the customers “Goosey, Goosey Gande gives 
With house surprisingly jammed full sway to band’s ability. Chang- 
hile most of the other show shops | ing the tempo a medley of sweet 

were reporting half-filled houses— | °0"Ss 1s —— incluc Ins Irish 
Jones’ kernel-packed unit Is regis- | Lullaby” which spotlig ts Marjorie 
tering where the other corn-peddlers , Hyams at the A. ibrahat p Don't 
failed to ring the bell in Philly. It’s | Blame Me” and “Laura” with Her- 
his first visit here |} man on the sax and doing the vocal 


|} screwy 


song stint anent income tax is a bit 
English theme, sung by a colored | !sh dance Band takes pies a long, however, for best results on the 
artist. makes it quest: onable for audi Holiday for Strings fol Wale | getaway 
ences even in so cosmopolitan a city | 5pOMse. grvir vay to i .. . The Murtah S te , mi ; by 
as New York. Miss Scott has a pen- | te's for “Candy and Should | tagged a femme Three Ritz Bros 
; , eg ‘rics seemingly | Care Band goes into some torrid | gore ‘in a big way in the third slot 
chant for Yiddish lyrics seeming! , a oh Sale mh 
as once before, when playing the | DOOSie-woosile tor sock hnale a with their vocalistics and clowning, 
Roxy, she did a comedy song in that ArKe. | being forced to a brief encore 
tongue. In fact that in both instances ; } Jay Jostyn (Mr. District Attorney) 
" bj J Ao _ 214, or ¢ 
she got and gets genuine or polite National. L’ville (New Acts) provides novelty in a 
apolause isn’t the answer to every- Louisville, April 13 1 10-minute stint in which he cites a 
: . 4 SU 2) o. : an - . P irs k 
thing . . 7 Mills Bros., Maggie De Vine, Hal saad gt — | = page \ ns : -* en 
From the ballad, interspersed , bs Stone, The Juvelys, Jimmy Vey, |No tae onthe ' ; apt . ep- 
Vivian Cherry's solo ballet work at) parje Keilers Orch (10): “Fog | (New Acts). who have an exce} 
the helm of the Roxyettes, Miss Scott | pgiqng’ (PRC) | tionally clever puppet act , 
mounts a trick platform for a flash serecian | Biz off sharply Friday evening 
& ’ TT ri ‘ | . : P : i bin >, mr ve 
boogie blowoff to “Love Me o1 Le avs Back with a straight vaude bill, ; due mainly, of — e, to F — 
Me.” The supporting terpers do 4 | after a week of home talent stuff, | Roosevelt's death or 
tiptop job and, per usual, the beau- | the National has a smooth playing 
iss Sc iv ctr a : ; i= Guces _ » 
tous Miss Scott gives extra &. bill of five acts with the Mills freres Keith s. Inapils. 
values to her black-and-whites atj topping. Lads are. still in the | : . Pp . 
the Steinway. Paul Ash batons @/ top bracket with their close har- | Indianapo'is, April 14. 
good orchestral assist from the pit | mony, and their voice blend is of | Chester Fredericks & Kay Wilson, 
Abel. | the best. Patrons couldn't get enough | Eddie Fay & Boxing Cats, Earl Mor- 
span oe | of their poe age 8 ae —— gan, Starke & Dorn, Texas Tommy & | 
‘ | “Cielito Lindo,” “Till Then,” “Lazy | Baby Doll, the Quintones: “A Song 
Tower, K. c. “113 | River,” “Paper Doll” and “You Al- | for Miss Julie (Rep. 
Kansas City, April 13. | ways’ Hurt the One You Love.” 


Bonnie Baker, Ted Cook, Bob 


Caught swell hand. 








George Rock gives out on his 
trumpet burlesquing techniques of | 
Harry James, Charlie Spivak and | 
| other top-tooters. 


Maxine Gates, Jack Morrison, Jimmy Vey. vouthful hoofer. a The run of betier than average 
Norma Wi'liams, Tower Orch (9) | pienty of rhythm in his feet to merit | bills. attributed in part to the slow- 
with Norma Werner; “Double Ex- , applause. Lad also handles emcee | down of nightclub activity around 
posure” (Par) and “Town Went) chore nicely. ; | Chicago since the curfew. continues 
Wild” (PRC). Maggie De Vine mixes some’| this week at Keith's. Chief atten- | 
Ee clowning with special song material | t!on- getter is Ear! Morgan, who pulls 
Beginning its 12th year as which clicks Gets swell results | cigarets and other smokes out of 
vaudfilmer, the Tower comes UP) with “[ Want a Cave Man.” “[ | the air. He's a skillful manipulator 
with an anniversary bill which fea- | Tpoucht I'd Die” and “Digga Digga | Of cards and also has some good 
tures shy Bonnie Baker. and clicks | nog” si ‘ isearf tricks. Starke and Dorn get 
all the way. Hal Stone has a slick line of chat- | Some healthy laughs for their eccen- | 
Show opens with medley of Scotch ter with his femme partner. The tie- c ballet and comedy patter. Ches- 
tunes. with Norma Werner warbling snipping business is always good for | te? Fredericks. who doubles accept- 
the vocals smoothly. Ted Cook | guaws. Bowed off to good ap-,2bly as emcee, makes ‘em take notice 
doubles as m.c. er ; in his dancing and patter routine | 
Bob and Maxine Gates follow Opener, The Juvelys, mixed-team, | With Kay Wilson. Their burlesque 
with a fast-moving tap routine a v srious articles and then go | of jitterbugs goes over well. 
which pleases. Jack Morrison then | inig head balancing routine for a| ,The Quintones. four men and a 
takes over for a series of film iM-| sock finish | girl, rate moderate applause for 
preshes, including the “Wizard of Biz light at opening show Fri- | their harmonizing on harmonicas. | 
Oz” scarecrow, “The Hunchback of | gay (43) Hold They range from deFalla’s “Ritual 
Notre Dame” and —e : A ars : Fire Dance” to  boogie-woogie. 
Two bows and beg-off. Femme. does a neat vocal on “I 
Norma Williams, shapely brunet Orpheum, LL. A. Dream, of You.” Two animal acts 
“Discovery Night” winner, breezes Los Angeles, April 12. |;ound out the bill to advantage. 
through an acrobatic control num- Artie Shaw's Orch (17) with) Fay’s Boxing Cats open with an ex- 
ber which is okay. Ted Cook in | Roy E dridge. Gramercy 5, Imogene 


next-to-closing registers with a run- | 
ning fire of gags and comedy biz. | 
Also handles his m.c. chores nedily. 


| Lynn; Senor Wences, Dixie Roberts; 
‘Fashion Model” (Mono). 


Bonnie Baker tees off with “To- It's practically all music en this 
gether,” and follows through with | week’s bill, with Artie Shaw. his 
“Especially for You,” “Billy” and | band and vocalist delivering total of | 
other such pops. A new number, | 13 numbers at show caught. Some of 
“You Can Tell a Wolf Every Time.” |the tunes sold well. particularly | 
sets her solid. For getaway, she Shaw's “Begin the Beguine.” but he 
gives out with the inevitable “Oh, | misses on others by too tricky ar- 


Johnny.” 
House well-filled at opening show 
Earl. 


rangements and completely 
basic melody. This was a 
| fault to be found with such numbers 


ignoring 








as “Summertime” and the Roy Eld- 

> 7 |ridge trumpet solo of “Body and 

en a 12 | Soul.” Both are melodies that are 

, » AE o too standard to benefit y Shaw's 

Jerry Wald Orch (15), Dick Mer- amie ace a «ty Ase agile 

rick and Kay Allen; Jo Stafford, Band deals out “Swing Shift” for 

Johnny Morgon, Ballard & Rae; “The opener, follows up with “Dancing in 
PRC). | mene a ae tan 

Kid Sister” ¢ | the Dark” before first break in the 

With Jo Stafford’s appealing voice music is brought on in person of 


: , , . berts, a tap dancer 
and personality leading the van, this | Dixie Mobverts; a tap dance 


, . i; which she uses to sell her 
bill hasn't much else to offer. No- | Band i. hock Ger 


wth pep 
routines. 
“Tea for Two” 


“+ : end 
coton'e sam aiake last one “Summertime” and then vocalist 
ice” thar capacity opening day Imogene Lynn takes over to pipe 
(April 12) "4 ; | “Beginning to See the Light... “You 
Miss Stafford. gowned in a gener- | Go to My Head” and “Tabby, the | 
Ous dress of powder pink with a vay 3 to ‘moc est results, — : 
metallic motif, gets in her best licks| ,Shaws Gramercy Five. mace up | 
on “I Didn't Know About You.” “]| of FEldridee, trumpet: Lou Fromm, 
Should Care,” “Candy” and “Em- | drums: Morris Raymond. bass; Bar- 
braceable You” to sock reception. | "ey Kessel, guitar, and Dod Marma- 
Although a local lad, Jerry Wald | esa. piano, heats up on “Summit 
did not rate as big a hand as in| Ridge Drive” and “Grab Town 


previous appearances. Band lacks | Gravel” with the latter tune awaken- 
punch, due to weak arrangements, | ing the best response. Eldridge then 
Wald’s clarinet comes out best in an ets the solo spot for “Body and 
Oriental jamboree worked with Soul.” and also shares “Little Jazz 
drums in the old Artie Shaw tradi- | with the orchestra, Latter tune sells, 
tion, but Wald goes in more for | but first gets too fancy treatment 


loudness than for tricky nuances amd | from trumpeter. “Begin the Beguine” 


contrasis. lis a solid seller and band’s finale of 
His male solist, Dick Merrick. | “Liv ‘ouse Blues” also clicks. 
turns in fine job after a start in Ss. 9 Wences. vetitriloquist and 
“More and More,” then knocks them | juss! 1as next-to-closing spot and 
over with “Laura.” Kay Allen. in a| rates biggest hand of show. His 





blue bouffant gown, sings “Saturday | voice-throwing between a head in a 


Night” and “He’s Home.” Billie} box and a dummy constructed from 
Rogers. going strong on voice and his hand and a wig is high-class 
trumpet. offers “Beginning to Seej| funning. Act is fast and a sure 

Wences begged off afer 


the Light.” | clicker. 
Johnny Morgan’s comedy routine. | well-earned encores at show caught. 


definite | 


| Miss Johnson is best with 


hibition of feline fisticuffs that looks 
as if the tabbies meant it. going after 
one another with gloves instead of 
claws. Texas Tommy and his sleek 
| little horse, Baby Doll, close. Latter 
is an educated bang-tail that does a 
| hula dance, spins a lariat. says its 





| prayers and performs other stunts. 
Biz okay at opening. Corb. 


| Apolle. N. Y. 
| 


Buddy Johnson Orch (16) wich 
| Arthur Pryson, Ella Johnson; Ray & 
| Pedro, Jimmy Smith, Smitty & 
| Dotty, Vivian, Tim & “Crackshot.” 
| Nicki Johnson; Line (16); “Docks of 
|N. Y.” (Mono). 


Apollo, the lisse i remaining regular 
|N. Y. uptown vaude-band house 
a bit of production for current lay- 
out because obviously feeling 
| dearth of name bandas and aets. Ziegy 
| Johnson has whipped up three cred- 


| You” 


| is a cutie who delivers vocally 


. tries | 


the | 


}itable production numbers with tne | 


line of 16 sepia femmes to enliven 
proceedings. Buddy Johnson's band. 
| which has played here and elsewhere 
in Harlem, appears to satisfy the jive 
fans up here with regulars claiming 


| it's the best outfit he’s had for some 
time. Certainly. it’s one of the loud- 
jest on this rostrum Besides the 


| varied sidemen who stev up to blast 
linto the mike. the combo 

| first-rate drummer. 
| Arthur Pryson and Ella Johnson. 
| Buddy's sister. provide the vocals of 
| which there are many. He's not eviv- 
ing his sis much of a break, spotting 
her way down near closing. Too bad, 
because she’s a click with the hep- 
is of the current crop 


cats. Pryson 
of manly crooners, but a bit mike- 


shy. 


boasts a 


“I've Got 
to Live My Life” and “Please. Mister 
Johnson.” Pryson’s top tunes are 
“Till You Let Me Know™ and “Never 
Forget About You.” Johnson. who 
should sing more often. warbles “You 
Won't Let Me Go.” Band highlivhts 





Jacking ginger, gets litfle customer Brog. 


“Let's Get High” and “In There.” be- 
sides several jive tunes. 
Ray & Pedro (New Acts), foreign 


closes with the national anthem. 


| Friday (13) 


| delivers a 
| voice 


Band's musical 
the lead of Jones’ best-selling discs 
“Black Magic.” “Hotcha Cornia,” 
“Chloe.” “Holiday for Strings,’ 
“Liebestraum’’—all played in_ the 
Screwball style which has made 
Jones’ aggregation No, 1 in the na- 
tion’s slaphappy hit parade The 
interludes—a la “Hellza- 
poppin keeps the stubholders in 
a continuous state of hysteria. 


itinerary follow: 


Red Ingle, Carl Grayson, Dick 
Morgan and drummer Giggles Royce 


aid Maestro 
department 
Plump 
sporting a 
ters nicely 
Night” 
“Glow 


Jones in the slapstick 
blonde Judie Manners, 
nifty set of pipes, regis 
with vocals on “Saturday 
and a comedy rendition of 
Worm” aided by Ingle. 


Black Brothers, oldtimers in vaude, 
net plenty of healthy guffaws with 
their knockabout style of pantomine 
and acrobatics. 


Mavis Mims. cute hoofer. holds 
down her spot with plenty of eclat. | 
Shal. 
Hipp. Balto 


Baltimore, April 15 

Gloria Jean, Dean Hudson Orch 
(14) with Frankie Lester and 
Frances Colwell; The Chords (2): 
Joe Arena; “Pan - Americana” 
(RKO). 

Dean Hudson has a full sound- 
ing combo that swings out well 
enough under his personable direc- 
tron. Better on the jump side he 
mevertheless manages a change of 
pace to sweeter stuff acceptably. 
Following arrangement of “I Know 
That You Kriow,” band’s’ male 
vocalist, Frankie Lester takes hold 
of a brace of vocals, “I Dream of 
and ‘Evalma” btotth-~in good 
voice and smoothly sold. 

Femme vocalist. Frances Colwell, 
with 


“I Love a Rabbit” and “Candy.” the 
latter assisted by Hudson. Working 
out of “Rhapsody in Blue” by orch 


is 4 ots and a good pace changer 
for hectic setto involving drummer 
in an extended scream. 


Specialties spliced in between are® 


Joe Arena and his educated pooch 
who scores for laughs and The 
Chords, two lads who give out with 
impressions of name bands in vigor- 
ous manner, 

Gloria Jean, makes a nice appear- 
ance in a well-selected formal and 
trio of vocals in legit 
Essays “Siboney,” “Night and 
Day” and “The Lord's Prayer.” Gets 
good reception on and off. Show 


Biz okay. Burm. 


i} Set is welcome contrast to the 
powerful brass used on other num- 
bers “Golden Wedding” featuring 
Davey Tough at the drums and “Fly- 

| ing Home” winds up the band num- 

| bers. Herman keeps the show mov- 
|} ing with expert showmanship. 
Eunice Healy displays some nifty 
hoofing in two routines. one of 
which features one-leg turns. for 


generous response. Don Cummings, 


just back from two years overseas 
gets plenty of laughs with his gags 
and chatter, a la Will Rogers, and 
| his lariat tricks. Cummings does a 
} takeoff of what might happen in 
television when a salesman makes a 


pitch for the sale of gin, 
strating its goodness by 
and ending up stiff. 


demon- 
sampling 
Had to beg off 
Morg. 


RKO. Boston 


Boston, April 13 
Milt Britton Band (14). Bonita 
Granville, Borrah Minevitch’s Har- 


monica Rascals (7), 
Ted & Flo Vallett; * 
ful Crime” (RKO). 


Suzan 
Having Wonder- 


With Milt Britton’s orchestra set- 
ting the pace in music, humor and 
gymnastics, biz swings down from 
a Tommy Dorsey week to half-b.o. 
levels through complication of the 
President's death plus super-spring 
weather. Show amuses without set- 
ting house afire though hardy perenu- 
nial Minevitch harmonica fiends 
work hard and well on laugh end. 

Bonita Granville offers a Holly- 
wood personality with choice of 
songs that hampers her voice more 
than her charm. The combination 
of lyrics and soldier-angled monolog 
dues not quite click despite artist’s 
appeal to uniforms in audience. 
| Out of Britton’s lively orchestra 
pops Al Dellay, vocalist, and Buddy 
Raymon and Joe Britton, slapstick, 
siap-instrument comedians, often 
broad in antics. Suzan Carol puts 
over several songs, including “Tony's 
Wife” and “Melody.” Ted and Flo 
Vallett base their acrobatic dancing 
on martial parades and show bobby- 
sox fans more than a thing or two 
with twirling batons. A smooth act 
in good taste. 

Minnevitch’s Rascals, featuring 
Johnny Puleo, contrib usual snappy 
routine with emphasis on clowning 
good for many guffaws. Pint-sized 
Puleo is a natural mimic with full- 
bodied wallop. Dame, 


Shuberts Dickering For 
Toledo Burlesk Theatre 


Toledo, O., April 17. 
The 900-seat Capitol, Toledo bur- 








Wall St. 


Continued from page . 





brief services for Mr. Roosevelt on 
, and then resumed trad- 


ing. with average shares advancing 


| around $1 on increased activity. The 
exchange was closed on Saturday 
because of Mr. Roosevelt's funeral. 


Picture shares joined in the up- 
trend in Monday's trading. with Co- 
lumbia Pictures up 50c, Loew’s up 
$1: Paramount. 62!2c 20th-Fox, 
62'2c; Warner Bros., 50c and RKO. 
up fractionally. Renewed interest 
in the market on the upside was 
viewed as showing not oniy con- 
fidence in the new President but also 
that V-E Day in Furope had been 
discounted. Market yesterday 
(Tues.) was irregular but firm. 


lesk house 


| now dark most of the 
| time, may be purchased along with 
'the parking lot adjeining the the- 
atre, by the Shuberts: They would 


use it as a legitimate theatre. 

House would be completely re- 
built at a cost of at least $100,000, 
if negotiations go through. South 
wall would be torn out and the the- 
atre enlarged by the construction of 
an addition on ground now occupied 
by the parking lot. It would then 
seat about 1,500. 

Toledoans have not seen a legiti- 
mate play in this city since early 
this year. when “Three's A Family.” 
starring Una Merkel. played a one- 
night stand at the Paramount 


Marty Drake has broken off with 
the Radio Aces and is doing a single 
He started at Glenn's Rendezvous 
Covington, Ky., Friday (13). 








Joody Herman Orch (18) with 
Frances Wayne. Marjorie Hyams, 
Chubby Jackson. Don Cummings, 


Carroll, 





a en 
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Broadway legit stars paid tribut 


“The Star Spangled Banner.” 


tional that people out front were 
had to leave the theatre. It was a 
$25 top. 

There is no orchestra used at the 
Adano” Fredric March stepped 
stand for a minute of silent 
officials, before an 
manager 


pray¢ 
used by 
ence Eddi 
and pin-pointed the empty chair 
slowly lowered. 


standing, stage 


On the same night, before the start of 
Tallulah Bankhead addressed the audience, 


forward 
expansive 


with a spotlight 


Stars Look Down 


e to President Roosevelt from the 


stage of their theatres last Thursday night. 
Instead of the national anthem being given before the performance 
f “The Barretts of Wimpole Sireet,” 
at the end. Cast lined up across the stage and after one bow, Katharine 
Cornell stepped forward and asked the audience to join in 


at the Barrymore, N. Y., it came 


singing 
‘ 

“Foolish Notion,”*at the Beck, 

Her eulogy was so emo- 

visually affected. Several women 

benefit party house, with tickets at 


Cort and at the end of “ 
and asked the 
re large 


A Bell for 
audience to 
chair, such as 
With the audi- 
the lights 
the curtain 


I The is a 


the 


ordered 


desk in 


Dimond 


sect. 


e dow n 


as vas 





Dec to black out Broadway 
matinees Saturday (14), in tribute 
to the membory of President Roose- 


s10n 


ance 

Managers of hits said such 
' changes couldn't be made until July, 
so out-of-towners only had_ the 
choice of getting their money back 
or returning the tickets and seeking 
admission for future performances. 

Volume of requests for refunds 
was comparatively low on Saturday 
and the process of adjustments will 


cause of the widespread mourning on 
that day, when the funeral at the 
White House was held, but evening 
attendance was strong in most the- 


aires. 
~~ TT as ae 


focations ah S "Sob 


ness was up to weekend normal, al- 
though moderate shows were some- 
what affected. 

At a general meeting held at the 
office of the League of New 
Theatres Friday (13) the question of 
whether there should be a_ one- 
eighth deduction to actors arose. A 
number 
would pay off in full regardless™ of 
how the matter was decided. but the 
privilege of deduction was put up to 
Equity, which considered it at yes- 
terday’s (17) council session. 

The Council ruled that on basis 
of Equity contracts all 
to be paid and will notify League 
to that effect. It’s believed that 
knowledge that stagehands, front oi 
the house and others received full 
pay, influenced Council's decision. 


in full reached the dailies, which 
aroused angry retorts from managers 
of other shows of that type, who de- 
clared no slicing of the payroll had 
even been considered. As a matter 
of fact the payroll lists had already 
been made up in nearly every case 
and companies received their sal- 
aries on Friday evening, which is the 
general rule. If there was to be a 
one-eighth cut for the skipped mati- 
nee, it would have been made this 
week. 


Toledo’s Al Fresco Opera 
Season Opens June 25 


with full New York cast, 

Other operas definitely schedule d 
include “Katinka,” “Fortune Teller,” 
and “Firefly.” A 25-piece orchestra 
composed of members of the Toledo 


business warrants. Willard Mathews 
Manhattan Productions Corp., N. Y. 


will produce, with Fritz Schweppe 
as director, 








velt, resulted in managerial prob- 
lems, especially in connection with 
the hits. Many out-of-town patrons 
timed their visit to New York to see 
shows on the dates of their theatre 
tickets. "A flock of shows are sold 
out two and three months in ad-} 
vance. so there were no tickets] 
available to exchange for those made 
useless by the cancelled perform- | 


ex- | 


cover an extended period of time. It 
was thought that Saturday night 
would see many cancellations be- 


of ‘Black Thursday,” yet such tick- 
ets were disposed of at the box- 
offices. There was some confusion 
as to whether legits would go on| 
Saturday night, what with the can- 
cellation of all, commercial radio 
shows, but it was clear that+ busi- | 


York | 


of managérs declared they, ; 


actors are) 


Report that only one musical paid | 


Toledo, April 17 
Summer light opera season will , 
open in the Toledo Zoological Park 
amphitheatre, June 25, with a per- 
formance of the “Student Prince,” 


Symphony and conducted by Karl 
Kritz, assistant conductor of the | 
Metropolitan Opera, will play. 

The operas, which will be given | 
seven nights a week, may be aug- | 
mented by three other operas, if 


Ticket, Salary Problems Arise 
Out of Cancelled Sat. Mai 





a 





1 Hit, 2 So-So’s In 
London Legit Bows 


April 17 
from Edinburgh,” 
at the Playhouse 
April 10, is a light comedy that was 
| well received, but is given only an 
even chance success. It was tried 
iginally troops in E 


} 
| 
| 
| London, 


Lady 


which opened 


“The 


fol 


; out or before 


rope. 

“Shop at Sly Corner,” which start- 
ed April .1l1 at St. Martin’s, looks 
like a winner. It is a murder play 
that was splendidly received. 

“Wind of Heaven,” opening at the 
St. James on April 12, was generally 
lauded by the press, but rated doubt- 
ful for popular appeal because of its 
religious theme. It is a moving, im- 
pressive play by Emlyn Williams. 


” 


‘Acme Agcy., N.Y, 


Ruled Off 15 Wks. 
New York legit ticket code en- | 
forcement board slapped the stiffest 
allotment suspension since its for- 
mation last week when the Acme 
agency was ruled out for 15 weeks 
There were four. alleged gypping 


| transactions against the brokers, one 
ruled to have been proven, and on 
the basis of that instance the “con- 
viction” made. Acme exacted 
$22 for of “Harvey” (48th 
| Street, N. Y.) tickets and as much 
jand more for other shows, it was 
| charged. “Harvey” boxoffice price 
is $8.40 per pair, agency legally al- 
| lowed to also collect $1.80—75c pre- 


was 


a pair 


|}mium on each ticket plus federal 
| Sox. 
A woman checker-upper for the 


with a well-known ho- 
bought the tickets but 
Was paid to the ticket 


code board, 
| tel address, 
the money 
clerk by a policewoman in civilian 


Chi Critics Tickled 
Over ‘Menagerie’ Boff 


Chicago, April 17 

Chi drama critics are tickled, as 
was to be expected, over the N. Y. 
suecess “Glass Menagerie” is enjoy- 
ing. However. they're kinda peeved 
at*the apparent surprise of the N. Y. 
brethren that they actually know a 
good thing when they see it. 

Claudia ‘Tribune) Cassidy, one of 
the sextet of crix here responsible 
for hypoing it from a limping $3,700 
in its first stanza at the Civie the- 
atre, starting last Dec. 26, to that 





sellout $17,800 in the 13th, perhaps 





ns up the gang:s 


Chi attitude best, | 
to Wit: 
“John Chap 


the N. Y. News} 


| 
| 
j 
nan of 


j 
| 


savs Chicago's popular endorsement | 
of the show has been vindicated,” she | 
aid last week vecause N. Y critics | 
have greeted it with all the ecstatic | 
phrases at their command—and I’m | 
quoting h vyord for word Well, | 
that’s mighty white of him 
“Mr. Chapman still regards us se- 
verely for our hospitality to bee 
Night, Ladies’ and ‘School for 
| Brides.” apparently not having noted | 
|that Broadway's lomg-run_ records 
belong to “Tobacco Road’ and ‘Abie’s 
| Irish Rose, and that while ‘School 
| for Brides’ was negelcted here for 
| nine weeks it has been flourishing in | 
N. Y nee Augst, which is suspi- 
‘ously like ning onths 
Meanwhile, Chi. it’s pointed ot 
is still waiting for that season of rep- 
ertory promised by Louis J. Singer 
|and Eddie Dowling—“if ‘Menagerie’ 
is a success!"—and it’s not likely the 
scribes here will let up on that sub- 
ject for quite a while yet. 


PM Critic Gets Ride 
For Making No Choice 
On Best B’way Play 


| slate 


Louis Singer Faces New Rap Oa 
The Backer’s ‘Menagerie Claim 





‘Okla!’ Rolls On 


“Oklahoma!” recently passed 
the two-year mark at the St. 
James, N. Y., substantiating the 


prediction made soon after the 
Rodgers-Hammerstein musical 
opened that it would turn that 


trick. They'll still bet you along 
Broadway that it will run into 
the of 1946-47 “Oke” 
maintains an advance of 
$132,000—that bank 
and sn't 
certain. 


scason 


s cash in the 


doe nclude agency coin, 


whic 
The 


sents 


n 


advance sale coin 


12 


vance ol 


repre- 
ticke ad- 
that 
the 


weeks’ ts 


any rent aate, 

pasteboards 
handle. Kiss 
Tell,” Bijou, has also topped tl 
two-year mark. Should 


into another summer, 


Cu 


all the 


peing 
boxoffice can and 
ie 
play 
too. 





Loeb Center Of 


| Equity Wrangling 


Internal trouble is brewing within 


Equity again, stirred by a 


posed to have been dissolved several] 
Philip Loeb is 
center, he was last spring. 
was not named as a candidate 
the council by the nominating 
mittee on the unannounced 
, and the group, 
the Actors Forum, 


thing about it. 


years ago. the storm 
He 
for 
com- 
regular 
once known as 
plans to do some- 


as 


Reported that 10 councillors out of 


a total of 50 ‘it required 100 signa- 
; tures of senior members otherwise) 


| petitioned Equity 


for a special gen- 


eral meeting to be called on May 7 


| for the evident purpose of starting a 


; which would 


There's been no criticism of “The | 
Glass Menagerie,” Playhouse, N. Y., 
being named by the N. Y. Drama | 
Critics as the. best play of 1944-45, 
but show people do not agree with | 
the reasoning of Louis Kronen- 
lberger of PM that there “hasn't 
been anything approaching a dis- | 
tinguished play” this season, one | 
|! which has brought forth a number) 
| of fine dramas. Kronenberger was | 
ithe lone critic who refused to vote 
‘for a plav. The PM reviewer con- 
}ceded that it has been “an obvi- | 
| ously pleasant theatre season” and | 
that there have been a number of | 


and interesting plays—but. 
in explaining why he 
made no choice, also said that it may 
be ye before play “roughly 
first came elong. 

John Chapman in his Sunday (15) 
News column took the PM-er 
apart, saying, in part: “If he wants 
to wait until something he is really 
crazy about comes along it’s his 
business. But I will lay him even 
money that he can now send in his 
i votes for the seasons 1946 to 1960, 
inclusive, mark them all ‘no choice’ 
and not be wrong once.” 


After saying he would vote for a 


engaging 


Kronenberger, 


ars a 


rate” 


| Naming 
| the number due to be elected 


campaign for an independent ticket 
include Loeb and sev- 
eral others not nominated. 


Last for 
than 
. that 
the ticket 
are annually 
and bex 
resigned before taking 
office, the council appointed him for 
a one-year term. Donald Cameron 
was the elected councillor who quit. 
also withdrawing from the cast 
the hit, “Jacobowsky and the 
onel,” about the same time. 
Robeson refused to run, which 


rules called 
candidates 


year 
50°; 


Equity 
more 
IS, 
15 names were 
places which 
Loeb ran Il1th 
those elected 


for 
filled. 
one 


on 


‘ause of 


Col- 
Paul 
fur- 


| ther complicated the situation. 








Present rules call for 10 to 
to the council, but by petition any 
15 senior members in good standing 
can name an independent ticket. and 
at election members may write in 
names other than those nominated 
Indicated that Loeb’s supporters feel 
that indie ballot mailed to the mem- 
bership at the same time the regular 
ticket is distributed has a 
chance than the write-in method. A 


+ 


group sup- 


107 


be | 
nominated, the number to be elected | 


better | 


By JACK PULASKI 

A truce due to have been effected 
on the managerial situation involv- 
ing “The Glass Menagerie,’ at the 
Playhouse, N. Y., has materialized 
only around the edges. What seems 
to be of notable importance is the 
series of gags that have emanated 





‘from the you-chase-me-Ill-chase- 
} 

you setup 

Dowling’s billed co-pro- 
J. Singer, 
the 
the hit due Alex 
was get 
vised the 
week the 
been signed by Dowling’s partner 


Eddie 


} 
ducer, Louis had promised 


to come across with 
of 


agreed per- 
Yokel, 
billing as hav- 
production, 
had 


i centage 
ho to 
ng superv 


early tl 


also 
but 
not 


11S contra 


Singer worry 
about, a 


“Menagerie” 


has something new to 
claimant for a of 
in the person of Joel 
| Schenker, a businessman interested 
in show business for some _ time. 
Schenker, an expert on prefabri- 
cated houses, was in England on a 
Government mission when Singer 
signed with Dowling to present 
“Menagerie.” Schenker introduced 
Yokel Singer, and all with 
Dowling, were to have a 
play called “The Pas Con- 
gressman.” 


share 


to three, 
produced 


ionate 


back and Schenker 
he chose “Menagerie” a 
prospect, then planed to Lon- 
confident that he would be in 
on the play. He returned some time 
ago when “Menagerie” was in Chi- 
cago, where Singer was stirring up 
matters in the front of the house. 
Schenker telephoned his would-be 
i partner, who said he didn't think 
much of “Menagerie’s” chances, 
whereupon Schenker offered to take 
| over the play for $50,000. Production 
outlay was figured around $43,000. 
Schenker was summoned back to 
England, arriving in New York again 
late last week. He immediately 
wanted to know why he isn’t a par- 
ticipant in the sock show and in- 
timated he would tak Singer into 
court if a settlement isn’t made 
pronto. Deal for “Congressman” and 
the ‘VePwar pra itt Saree aaa aey < 
made in the presence of Yokel and 
Harry Davies, run-of-the-play press 
agent of the prize play. Next season 
Yokel is to present “Lady on a Por- 
cupine,” with Schenker and a Wall 
Street coterie putting up the back- 
ing. Stated that originally the coin 
for “Menagerie” was to have been 
raised among a list of Singer and 
Schenker friends but the former 
seems to have scented it as a hit and 
took over. 
Gag Depariment 


About money, Singer is quoted 
having said: “I'm making so much 
that every doNar I get I’ve got to 
give the Government $1.05.” 

Harry Fromkes, who owns the 
Piavhouse, is practically as new on 
Broadway as Singer, with whom he 
has been pro and con. When an ar- 
Zument arose wie Loriites 


Plans were set 
reveals 
better 
don, 


as 


~raid is an 





|garb. The latter as a witness at the | pest play every year, Chapman] replacement councillor may be| associate: “You os I'm — 
,“trial’ put the clincher on Acme. | jabbed with: “The chances of my | nained for one, two or three years | With bee = pages 4 mes got the 
'Same brokers are said to have sold | judgment becoming immortal are | while those regularly elected are | @TY: ell, what about you: 
{tickets for “Oklahoma” (St. James) | exactly zero, and I'd better have all | supposed to serve for five years. oe laughed off that crack 
jand “Dear Ruth” (Miller) for $22 | the fan I can while I can.” Chap- ne a eee ee |} Neartily. 
| the pair, while for “Up in Central| man voted for “Menagerie,” but | ‘ 9 And George Jean Nathan, who 
| Park” «Century) the price was $30. | Said that had “Harvey,” “I Re- | V ery ; Musical Carousel read the “Menagerie” script before it 
| Understood that those three “viola- | member Mama” or “The Late George With Pit Orchestra of 4Q was produced. is credited with opin- 
| tions” were not proven. Woman/Apley” been chosen by a majority 33 a ing that “it doesn’t have a chance.” 
| working for the code board, madejof play reporters “I would also Although “Oklahoma!” has only 28 | Last week the N. Y. Drama Critics 
| up of the League of New York Thea- | have rejoiced, for there are several | orchestra men in the pit, the new named it the best play of the sea- 
| tres and Equity people, is said to be | ‘bests’ in town. Richard Rodgers-Oscar Hammer- | 5°": 
} " q = ! a eee _ - ‘ 
{ Lenore Harris. is a a stein “Carousel,” opening tomorrow 
1e Jacobs agency was also dis- | 
| The Jacob se ¢ (19) at Majestic, N. Y., will have 40 
P ro : a Soe ae a stic, } wi ave 
ciplined by the board, legit ticket | ‘Hats Off ti | T Kit Cornell Deesn't Want 
| allotments being held out for four | 0 ce’ 0 joo — : eee is oe lo be a 
Pina “ompose odgers’ insistence 0 
weeks, plus a $500 fine. Claim of N. y. b M 12 _ ’ T Look T Next Sea 
| two women that another agency's it y ay ewe ee ee ee = 0 0 Son 
hele tind nate yp es ie | tho wreas adds ‘ o $ ‘ 
| clerk had — ae each for — “Hats Off to Ice” will finale at the | weekly nut. Music bill runs around| ~2"© Barretts of Wimpole Street,” 
s i ‘ately ssi shov | . : , ae 
ppowdyge nd ye — Peul ll thé Center, Radio City, on May 12. ac- | $4,000. season's top Broadway revival, co- 
vas sse ; i Moss, a he : " pa 
license commissioner, witn « virtual | cording to present plans, by which Forty-man band, though unusual, | tarring Katharine Cornell and 
|apology. Witnesses couldn't identify | time it will have topped an engage- isnt altogether rare, another Thea-| Brian Aherne, will continue at the 
the clerk or the broker and thought! ment of over 10 months. Midnight | Ue Guild production, “Porgy and! Barrymore, N. Y.., until June 2, bitt 
that maybe they made a “mistake.” ¢ , 1 to have been the | Bess,” using that amount may play ane additional week. 
‘ : ;: curte\ s Clever oO Ne > vee > | a ° n- 
| There was no sale made in that in- | as > is 1 3 ; ‘ Thereafter Miss Cornell WwW 1] £0 to 
stance anyway ; principal factor in the rink revues her summer home at Martha's 
an, we | decline in busine ss. but the gross was Named USO- cS Aide | Vineyard, Mass. Star feels in need 
Sho R hom rs | fremmy— Me rohit ‘a Bi a Seymour Gross, actor who just re- | of rest after six months’ appear- 
from nristmas to New cars P , ‘ . - *uro , 
Ws in € a a topped all shows on Broadway. urned from six months overseas as ane a ee yon os 
“Roun rip’—Clifford Hayman. ie: ' Re alata Tina weg a of War an reti 
a — > dress ~ain - Plans call for a new skating show | @Ctor-company manager f USO |Broadway. She's told friends she 
Merely Coincidental” — Leslyc |} J 4 - > sontnel “ae ; . 
Karen j at the Center, de al now being mulled Camp_ Shows Nothing But the} doesn’t even want to think about 
“Fexhele in the Parlor”—Harry | by Gus Eysell for the Rockefeller in- | Truth,” has been made arsisiant to| the next season, but the autumn 
Bloc aie id terests and Arthur M. Wirtz, who) Franklin Heller, director of legit may see her on the way to entertain 
j 00 ‘1d. ‘ ‘ ¢ °c a lw? 
“Memphis Bound”—John Wildberg with Sonja Henie has presented skat- productions for USO-CS. GIs in the South Pacific. 
and Vinton Freedley. | ing revues at the Center for five} Camp Shows is starting another Miss Cornell still receives letters 
| “Hollywood Pinafore”—-Max Gor- | *©#" It is the intention to adhere foxhole production of “Junior Miss,” | from mothers, wives and sweet- 
don : to that type of attraction indefinitely. | with Bradford Hatton, stage manager | hearts of doughboys who saw “Bars 
“Devils Galore”—John Clein. San Carlo Opera Company will | for “Harvey” ‘48th St. theatre, N. Y.) | retts” overseas or came backstage 
“Carmen Jones” (road) — Billy | play annual spring engagement at | staging, and another “Kiss and Tell” | after performances to chat with the 
Rose the Center starting May 16. jiroupe, with Walter Davis to direct. ast. 
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Problem Arises Again Where To 
Spot New Broadway Musicals 
Play on 


Broadway 
Star Spangled Family 





Last vear at this time there were ¢ 
problems about spotting new musi- 
cals on Broadway. One run tune 
show was forced to take to the road. 
Booking strategists have the same 
puzzle this spring. 

The incoming musicals are sup- 








———— -— 





posed to be spotted, temporarily at} rae eam in three mete (5 scenes) | 
least. but where a brace of other] by RB. Harrison Orkow; features Mdward 
tune shows which are running a 2 oe a he a oo att “ = 
strungly can be moved has snafued | i , sil Opened at Bil we, N.Y 
the situation. Latter duo are “Up in| “ Me - gested (99.50 gsr Big oe 
Central Park,” Century, and “On the] y ne . Hy Griffitl 
Town,” Adelphi. Neither house has | Sally Joves - Ler — . 
air or cooling systems, and com- Aaa ‘ Franklin Allen 
plaints have already been made by | Me Mi lewis Charles 
patrons that the interiors are too un- a “ ; ain i 7 qe a oe a 
comforta le Murgare hy “ lean Adal 
Pai nay land at the Winte1 , ae ao 
Garden, in which event “Laffing | Gien im Sommer 
Room Only” would switch to the} a4 ge ta B hy AB ss 
Broadway, but it may be that “Park” d 
will move to the latter theatre. The mind’s eye will easily recall 
which geis “Memphis Bound” soon! what would seem to be a specific 


aiter the current “The Tempest” | basis for the drama that comprises 
‘Saturday, 21). “Memphis” “Star Spangled — Rye 
is booked into the Broadway with ate sag octiyg ew eS 
the proviso that it can be switched theatre. That there is an element of 
to the Broadhurst after four weeks. | grama in “Family” 
Last-named theatre has a straight | doubt. but the intensity of its pathos 
show booked in for a limited period] is never developed to the point 
early in May. “The Hollywood| where it becomes 1 } 
Pinafore” is slated into the Alvin, were FE hey gay chance for 
: oR; . a either roaaqway or ftiims. 
tenanted sé ith “Firebrand of Flor-| This is the story of how the widow 
ence.” which perked up last week. | of a war hero—the time is postwat 
Where to move “Town” may b€| must stand the test of public scrutiny 
the hardest nut to crack. It is stated | in trying to achieve happiness with 
that neither the Adelphi nor the| another man. The main obstacle to 
Century can possibly get cooling ap- | that happiness is the widow’s young 
paratus. “Town” is mentioned to | 50! WhO Das built up for himself the 
. | illusion that no one could possibly 
move to-the 44th Street, which has | replace his father in his own or his 
the excellent grosser, “Follow the | 
Girls.” where a cooling system was | 


closes 


mother’s affections. The solution, in 
one of those vague. almost-symbolic 


installed last spring, when the} final scenes. is much too immersed 
Shuberts were accorded priorities | in theatrics to achieve belief. 

because of “Winged Victory,” then B. Harrison Orkow, the author, | 
in the house. but the Army Air has fumbled too frequently with his 
een. Grameen elaeeh teataee tm dialog and building of situations. 


There are good performances by Ed- 
mechanism was instafled. The 46th | ward Nugent. recruited from films. 
Street is reported slated to get! and Frances Reid. And Donald Dev- 
“Town” But it has “Dark of the | lin, the youngster, is frequently cap- 
Moon,” which has a good chance for | ‘tal — —- eh ge 
- wo : _ clous, owever, that wou e more 
—— iranian | the fault. of dialog. Jean Adair is 
a better actress, as the mother-in- 

|; law, than her lines would suggest. 


‘ ? 
Dark of Moon In | The performance as a whole is too 
slow, being staged by William’ Cas- 
AFM Controversy |} tle. A one-setter by Edward Gil- 


bert is neatly designed. Kahn. 





0 Sa . (Closed Friday (13) after five per- | 
n Salary Question o-:rces: 


there can be no | 


interesting the- | 


For Chi Musical Lead 
Chicago, April 17. 

Marita Farell of the Metropolitan 

Opera Co. and Michael Scott are set 

for leading roles in first of series 

of musicals to be presented this sum- 
mer at the Opera House 

Initial show, “The Du _ Barry,” 

| eiainn May 12. marks the second 

| season of summer productions unde 

| the joint management of the Opera 
| House and the Shuberts. 


Bway Opposish 
To Moss Grows 


Broadway elimination of the “one- 
man censorship” of Paul 


| Marita Farell Set 
| 


Moss the 
| license 
|} momentum. 


commissioner, is gaining 


However, a corrective 
statute cannot be enacted until the 
next regular session of the legis- 
lature in Albany. 

During the summer the mana- 
gerial group, Dramatists Guild, | 


Equity and the Civil 
Union, which have a combined legal 
board, will get together and sug- 
| gest a measure to be introduced. 

| It’s recalled that the late I. H 
Herk was jailed 
“Wine. Women and Song” indecency 
case. In the Law Journal's articles 
| on censorship it was mentioned that 
Sol Gelb, chief assistant district at- 
torney of New York, stated he 
thought that Judge Owen Bohan 
erred when he refused to permit 
the jury to see the show before 
convicting Herk It had been 
strongly intimated at the time that 
religious pressure 
worked on the court 





had he been in the the first phase 
|of the “Wine” case, the Shuberts 


dictment, they being owners and 
operators of the Ambassador theatre. 


in the case and, in fact, the manag- 
ers also deserted the late showman. 
Moss instituted the complaint but 
never explained why the Shuberts 
were not included. He condemned 


| was supposed to keep the 


| dark for that period. However, the} 


|commish lifted the ban after nine 


|} months. 





For the second time in recent 
months there have been sharp dif- 
ferences between managers and the 
New York musicians union, local 
802, straight plays being involved. 
First conflict came when the union 
arbitrarily classified Shakespeare's 
“The Tempest” (Broadway, N. Y.) 
the same as a musical, because of 
incidental music, that ruling making | 
it necessary to engage 16 men for | ealty deals have been consum- 
the pit at the musical comedy scale.|™ated. the Theatre Guild having 
“Dark of the Moon” (46th Street) is} POUSht the west 53rd street prop- 
now arguing it out with 802. jerty it has been occupying for the 

There are 15 in the pit for “Dark” | P@St year or so, the other involving 
and two on the stage. The number|the 46th Street, N. Y., theatre. 
of musicians is not an issue, the dis- | Guild’s place is a sumptuous build- 
pute being over the union’s in-| i". as is Mike Todd’s three blocks 
sistence that the men be paid $92| "rth. Property the Guild acquired 
per week as compared with $64,| “4S formerly a private mansion, 
which is the scale for non-musicals, | then called the Russian club and 
the contractor also getting the | ‘ater known as the Millionaires’ club. 
higher rate. Lee Shubert has ap- Guild was paying $12,000 rental, 
peared before the local’s board, and!|a surprisingly low figure for such 
while the union people refused to| property. Indicated that the Guild 
classify “Dark” as a musical, ruled | used part of its “Oklahoma!” profits 
that the wage scale for that type of | in buying the spot. 
show shall apply. Shubert then said 
he would appeal to the executive 
committee of the American Federa-| which was owned by Maurice Stone 
tion of Musicians. and associates, house being operated 

When “Dark” opened out-of-town | by the Shuberts. The City group, 
one unseen musician was used back-/} headed by Robert E. Dowling, owns 


Two major New York theatrical 








The City Thvesting Co. is named 
as the purchaser of the 46th Street, 


Stage. Later, half a dozen were en-|the Broadway block between 45th 
gaged, also unseen, but when the/and 46th streets on the west side 
show came to Broadway a larger 


of the street. properties including the 
Astor, Gaiety (Victoria). Fulton, 


; Bijou and Morosco theatres. Latter 
for some straight shows, an over-|three are legits, and between the 


ture being played in addition to} Fulton and 46th Street are a couple 
music at intermissions and after|of other building sites, including 
the final curtain. Average playing | Dinty Moore's restaurant. 

time is 30 minutes. The incidental | “Dark of the Moon.” a Shubert 
ae Dark CONnSUINES only a) show, is playing at the 46th Street 
shortly longer ume, whereas in MU-| ,nd it's understood that possession 
sical and revues the pit bunch i $n) Wil not be accompliched by Cit 
‘ until that show closes or. moves. 


nore 
a | House may help solve the problem 


of where musicals are to play this 
Donahue Op, Out of ‘Oke’ | summer, 
Pittsburgh, April 17. 

Walter Donahue, who plays Will 
Parker in touring company of “Okla- Chicago, April 17. 
homa,” was rushed to Eye and Ear| Rapid turnover in ownership and 
Hospital here on Saturday (14) for| management of Chicago theatre 
a mastoid operation, and James| properties, indicative of the hypoed 
Jamieson, his understudy and mem-|competish for that expected in- 
ber of male dancing chorus, went! creased postwar biz, was pointed up 
on for him that night at Nixon the-| again last week with the sale, for 
aire. $750,000, of the 10-story Fine Arts 

Unlikely he'll rejoin show until it! Building on Michigan avenue by 
opens April 30 in Philadelphia. Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance 


orchestra was placed in the pit. 
Four musicians are used in the pit 








Chi's Realty Deals 





Theatre Guild Buys N. Y. Building, 
Ath St. Theatre Sold; Chi Deal 


Co. of Milwaukee, to Abraham Tei- 
telbaum, of Teitelbaum & Melnick. 
Chi attorneys. Teitelbaum took title 
in the name of the 410 South Michi- 
gan avenue Building Corp., of which, 
it’s expected, he'll be prez when it’s 
formed soon. ° 

Original four concert halls in the 
building. which was -built in the 
1890s by Studebaker interests (at 
that time wagon makers and pred- 
ecessors of the Studebaker automo- 
bile corp.), were remodeled in 1902 
into the 1,400-seat Studebaker the- 
atre, now leased by the Shuberts for 
legit productions, and the 600-seat 
World Playhouse, running mostly 
foreign pix and leased by Abraham 
Teitel. He and the SMAB prexy are 
not related despite the similarity in 
names. Playhouse cut ou legit in 
favor of pix in 1934. 

Clash between Teitelbaum and 
| Teitel on the policy on which the 
| World Playhouse is to be operated 
| when the new corporation takes 
| over was indicated last week eby 





conflicting statements made by them. | 


Teitelbaum said that the theatre. 
| which, as the Playhouse, achieved 
| fame many years ago as the site of 


| several world premieres of George | 
|; Ade musical comedies, among them | 


“Sultan of Sulu.” “Prince of Pilsen” 
| and “King Dodo,” is operating under 
ja rider in the lease that makes it 
| subject to cancellation if the build- 
| ing changes hands. Teitel. however. 
| who, as above-mentioned, operates 
ithe house, claims he still has three 
more years to go on the lease. 


COLORED B’WAY SHOW 
Hollywood, April 17. 

Josh White, recently teamed with 
Libby Holman in a singing act at 
Ciro’s, Hollywood, will join Ethel 
Waters, Katherine Dunham and 
Maurice Rocco in a Broadway pro- 
duction, “Whispering Grass.” 

White recorded several tunes for 
the Universal picture, “Hear That 





Liberties | 


because of the| 


groups had | 


Gelb was quoted as saying that! 


| would have been included in the in- | 


N. Y., where “Wine” was presented. | 
Shubert attorneys abandoned Herk | 


the. Ambassador for one year, which ; 
theatre | 


* s 
Inside Stuff—Legit 

A trick legit show ad appeared in two New York dailies last week, copy 
having been turned down by other papers. The Times rejected the inser- 
tion on the grounds that it was discriminatory, and in agency circles it 
was reported that the Shubert press department conceived the idea. al- 
though not all the attractions mentioned are in their theatres. Daily News 
ran the ad and so did the Herald Tribune. but the latter’s business depart- 
ment is credited with saying “that stuff is out hereafter.” 

Three groups of plays were listed in four inches, single column. under 
the heading, “Best Sellers at Broadway Boxoffices,” but a line said that 
the grouping was based on a “survey” of the ticket agencies as well. Of 
five dramas grouped, two are in’ Shubert theatres. Two out of the five 
comedies are in the same outfit’s houses, but in that part of the list was 
the Shubert-owned “Ten Little Indians” (Plymouth) although it is a mur- 
,der mystery. All of the six musicals named are in Shubert theatres. Onl, 

the names of the 16 attractions appeared, not the identities of the houses 





Impression that the estate of the late Frank Gillmore, who headed the 
Associated Actors and Artists of America, was to be paid $7,500 annuall, 
for five years after his death, was erroneous. Sometime after he withdrew 
from Equity and was made president of the Four A’s, a supplemental 
agreement was made whereby the, salary of $7,500 was set for a fiv e-yeal 
period. There was a-stipulation that in the event of his demise in the 
interim, his widow was to get whatever would have been paid him up to 
the end of the term. 


. 


Gillmore died in March, 1943, and the expiration date of his contract 
was July, 1944. At the latter time his widow, Mrs. Laura M. Gillmore. was 
given $10,716.69, the amount which would have been paid the deceased, no 
further emoluments being due or payable. 


eeioaie 

| Trouble in renewal of contracts June 1 on “Song of Norway” (Imperial, 
|N. Y.) is expected due to matter of billing. At present no principal gets 
billing credit, posters and three-sheets reading: “Edwin Lester presents 
new operetta ‘Song of Norway’ based on life and music of Edvard Grieg.” 
Irra Petina, Robert Shafer, Lawrence Brooks and Helena Bliss long have 
threatened to quit unless they get billing, with first two reported to be 
| reading other scripts. 


Miss Petina is now known to be leaving “Norway” cast June 1, to fill 
several opera and operetta engagements this summer, including the Mexico 
' City “Carmen” lead 


If the idea of a directory for legit players is carried out by Equity, as 
suggested at a recent membership meeting, the photos and stage back- 
ground of every member would be included in the volume, whether they 
| were in good standing or not Equity would defray costs of the stage 
directory , 

Pointed out that if a member who owed dues obtained an engagement 
with’ or without the aid of the directory. he or she would be required to 
regain good standing and in that way Equity would partially or wholly 
be recompensed for the cost of the book 


“Blithe Spirit” company headed by Peggy Wood and Rollo Peters is 
expected shortly in New York after touring England and France for USO- 
Camp Shows. ‘One evening the company was in the middle of its per- 
|formance when the makeshift stage on which it was performing was 
| strafed by Nazi planes. Everyone took cover. Next evening the play 
resumed at the point where it had stopped the night before, for the benefit 
of the GIs in previous night's audience. Then aud was cleared out and 
i show went on all over again for a complete performance before a new 
audience 


Although Sophie Tucker has agreed to star in Monte Proser’s production, 
“The Legend of Lou,” skedded for next fall, no details have been set yet 
Salary hasn’t been agreed on, with contract not inked. Proser and Harry 
Nassau are listed as producers, but it’s likely Lee Shubert and Theron 
Bamberger may come in as co-producers. Bamberger, who once held the 
script, planning a solo venture, still has an option on the play. 

La Tucker, currently at Las Vegas, is set for a week in Detroit April 23, 
followed by Chez Paree, Chicago, May 5. 





Legit producer finally got mad enough to fire his male lead after weeks 
| of temperamental sabotage which had the rest of the cast on the verge of 
revolution. Péace came again to the company but not cash. Strangely, the 
more likeable thesp who replaced the temperamental one was not so like- 
able at the boxoffice. Now the producers much against his personal pref- 
erences, is dickering with Mr. Upstage to come back and save the weekty 
take from malnutrition. Meanwhile, the second male lead, a marquee name 
in his own right, is threatening a walkout if Mr. Upstage walks in again. 


Poor timing of those spreads in the April 7 issue of Collier’s and April 
14 Satevepost on Burl Ives and “Sing Out, Sweet Land,” with latter being 
described in both mags as “successful musical now playing in N. Y.,” has 
caused quite a bit of comment inasmuch as the Theatre Guild opus is play- 
ing at the Great Northern, Chicago, instead of “making a hit on Broad- 
way” (to quote Collier’s). It’s caused some confusion at the b.o., too, with 
some payees insisting it’s a second company, but grosses haven't been bad 
j}at all ($24,000 for first nine performances). 





| Hollywood was puzzled about the identity of David Alison, producer of 
| the stage musical, “Watch Out Angel,” at the Curran theatre in San Fran- 
| cisco, until somebody discovered that he was David Horsley, former west- 
|ern actor, married to Rose Joseph, freelance press agent. Understood a 
| $50,000 bankroll for the show was furnished by Rose Joseph's former boss, 
| Leon Schlesinger, and several of his friends, in addition to $5,000 ad- 

vanced by Buddy Morris, music publisher, on the score of the show. 


Another instance of the way Broadway and grand opera paths are inter- 
|twining is case of John Hamill, male lead of last fall’s short-lived legitet 
| “Rhapsody” (Century, N. Y.), now singing leads with City Center Opera 
|Co. William Horne, of last season’s “Helen Goes to Troy,” is also a City 
|Center principal this spring. 

Co-producer of recent Broadway flop was advised to Close the show 
after it was panned and got very little business. She answered: “Well, 
it will only cost me $6,000 to keep it going next week.” The play’s press 
agent, who knows his way around, then said: “Why don’t you buy war 
bonds instead?” She foilowed the advice. 


Collette Lyons’ Laugh Job 
Hollywood, April 17. 

Collette Lyons, currently working 

in the 20th-Fox film, “The Dolly 

Sisters,” draws the comedy lead in 

the stage operetta, “Rose Marie,” 


opening at Philharmonic Audi- 
torium, July 2. 

Broadway singer, who moved 
west last May to play in “Show 








Trumpet Taik.” 


Boat” and “Sally,” has been doing 


° . ; 
Liszt Biog for B’way 
Hollywood, April 17. 
Life of Franz Liszt, classical com- 


poser, will be staged on Broadway 
next fall under the title, “Love 
Song.” with Maxwe# Shane pro- 


ducing and the Frank Orsatti agency 
arranging the financing. 

Shane recently bought the stage 
rights frem the estate of Mme. Fred 
de Grissac, who wrote the play 
shortly b@éfore her death two years 





film work ever since. 
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FDR Death Dents Chi Grosses: 


But Venus’ Topped All With 43146 ' 


Chicago, April 17. 


Payees started getting refunds late 
Thursday afternoon (12), following 
the bad news from Warm Springs, 
and all Saturday matinees were can- 
celled, to cue a dip of no mean pro- 
portions this week. 
opened at the Erlanger Tuesday (10), 
was the only legit to cancel 
matinee and evening performance 


Saturday (14) resulting in one of 
the smallest takes In town—$15,000 
for five performances 

~ “One Touch of Venus,” at Opera 
House. could have reached $49,000 
but with one time out settled for 
$43 600 Other nosedivers were ¥ Ten 
Little Indians $12,000: “Voice 
of Turtle ¢16.000, and “Catherine 
Was Great ‘last stanza), $18,000 
with “Sing Out. Sweet Land isked- 
ded to move to Washington. D Cc 
April 28) dropping only $500, fo. 
20,500 

wr cinens Ruth” followed “Indians 
inte the Harris Monday (16), with 


latter taking over al the Studebaker. 
following “Catherine,” which folded 
Saturday Blackstone, which has 
been dark a month, relit Monday (16) 
for a week of Jacob Ben-Ami in 
“Miracle of Warsaw Ghetto.” 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Catherine Was Great,” Stude- 
baker (5th week) (1.400; $4.20) Shut- 
tered Saturday (14). with $18,000 for 
last performances 

“One Touch eof Venus,” Opera 
House ‘2d week) (3,600; $4.20). De- 
spite the depressing news of FDR's 
passing, town’s present b.o. champ 
grossed $43.600 in seven perform- 
ances 

“Othelle,” 
Rave notices boosted 
but all-day rest Saturday 
it down to $15,000. 

“Sing Out, Sweet 
Northern (2d week) (1,400; $4.20) 
Public announcement of April 28 
folding hasn't been made yet, with 
$20.500 in the till this stanza. 

“Ten Little Indians,” Harris (23d 
week) (1,000: $3). Followed “Cath- 
erine Was Great” into the Studebaker 
Monday (16) with small $12,000 
Jast week at the Harris 

“Voice of the Turtle,” Selwyn (28th 
week) 1,000: $3.60). Lowest take to 
date for this one—$16,000. 


DUNHAM REVUE BOFFO 
206 AT L.A. BILTMORE 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

News of President Roosevelt's 
death hit at legit grosses here this 
week, with many tickét-buyers stay- 
ing away over the weekend. Most 
of the houses cancelled out perform- 
ances either on Thursday night or 
Saturday matinee, as a deferential 
gesture. Top grosser for the week 
was Katherine Dunham's “Tropical 
Revue,” which drew rave notices at 


eight 


$3.60) 
sales, 


held 


(1,500 
advance 


(14) 


Erlanger 


Land,” Great 





“Othello,” which | 


both | 





Romberg’s 86 in K.C. | 


Kansas City, April 17. 
Two concerts by Sigmund Rom- 
berg and his orchestra in the main 


arena of the Municipal Auditorium 


here last weekend (13-14) 
an estimated $8,000. 
scaled to $2.50. 

Death of President 
acted sharply on the advance 
Gross otherwise would have been 
between $10,000 and $12,000, accord- 
ing to Jimmy Nixon of A & N Pres- 
entations, which brought the com 


poser and his orchestra in 


‘OKLA! SRO $35,000 
IN 1ST OF 3 PITT WKS. 


Pittsburgh, April 17 


grossed 
House was 
Roosevelt re- 
sale 


“Oklahoma!” did just about all 
Nixon could hold last week. the first 
of a three-week engagement, better- 
ing $35.000 at $4.20 top Fact that 
first stanza of run went to. sub- 
scription ticket-holders held down 
the gross. This week and next will 
be much highe 

Show went virtually clean at 
every performance except for nun 
ber of seats in the second balcony, 
Downstairs standees more than made 
up for this, however, in the final 
gross. No tickets got into the hands 


of scalpers but those who had a pair 


and couldn't use them for one rea- 
'}son or another could get $50 for 
, them without raising a finger No 
legit attraction in history of Pitts- 
burgh has even clutched the inter- 
est like this one 


port 


for | 


| ette. 


the Biltmore and took away ‘$20,000 


for the eight-day stand. Ken Mur- 
ray’s “Blackouts of 1945,” at El Cap- 
itan, cancelled its Saturday matinee 
show and 
146th week. 

Paul Small's “Rhapsody in Rhythm” 
at the Mayan met a hot reception 
from the press and a cool one from 
audiences, getting only $5,000 for the 
week, with Thursday night blacked 
out. Show folded Sunday. “Honey 
in the Hay” went into its 16th week 
at the Musart with a good $2,800. 


Bergner-‘Carrolls’ 18G 
In 5 Days at Wash. 


Washington, April 17. 
Elisabeth Bergner in “The 
Mrs. Carrolls” scratched the Satur- 
day matinee and night performance 
in deference to the President's 
funeral, She got $18.000 in five days. 
Boxoffice was open Saturday to re- 
fund some $6,600 more to ticket 
buyers. 

“The Searching Wind” comes in 
under the auspices of the American 
Theatre Society with a $26000 ad- 
Vance sale. This. with subscribers, 
assures a profitable two-week en- 
#agement. 

“Sing Out, Sweet Land,” the Wal- 
fer Kerr musical will open on Tues- 
day, May 1. An extra matinee will 


be tossed in Thursday, May 3, to 
make up for the Monday night 
missed, 


Pauline Lord ‘to Head 


’ . 
Coast ‘Glass Menagerie’ 
Pauline Lord will play the Laurette 
Taylor role in the Coast company 
of Tennessee Williams’ new Broad- 
way hit, “The Glass Menagerie,” 
slated for San Francisco in July. 

The Eddie Dowling part’ isn't set 
as vet. 


G-S 336, SEATTLE 


Seattle, April 17. 
; Eleven days of Gilbert & Sullivan 
landed great $33.000 at the Metropol- 
e Scaled from $3.25. 
allery was upped toe $1.50, which 
helped some. 


Current Road Shows 


(Period Covering April 16-28) 
“Abie’'s Irish Rose”—Lyric, Bridge- 


(23-25); Shubert, New Haven 
(26-28). 

“Ballet Russe” -— Opera House. 
Bost. (23-28), 

Blackstone Mem. Aud., Louis- 
ville (16); Coliseum Evansville 
(17-18); Hartman, Columbus (19- | 
21); Shubert-Lafavette, Det. (23-28). 


“Blithe Spirit” Shubert-Lafay- 


Det. (16-21): Erlanger, Buff 
(23-26); Aud., Rochester (27-28) 

“Blossom Time”—Shubert, Philly 
(16-28). 

“Catherine Was Great’”—Cass. De- 
troit (15-21); American, St. Louis | 
(23-28). | 

“Common Ground”—Shubert. New 
Haven ¢19-21). 

“Dear Ruth"-—Harris, Chi. (16-28). 

“Devils Galore”’—Playhouse, Wil- 
mington (26-21) 

“Dell's House’—Wilbur, Boston 
(16-28). 

Gilbert & Sullivan—Temple, Ta- | 
'coma (16); Capitol, Yakima 17): 
Bismarck Aud., Bismarck (18); H. 
S. Aud.. Grand Forks (21); Play- 


went down to $14,000 for | 


house, Winnipeg (23-38). | 
“Good Nite Ladies”—Shubert, Bos- 
ton (16-28). 
“Harriet”—Geary. Frisco 
Curran, Frisco (23-28). 
“Jacobowsky and the Colonel” 
American, St. Louis (16-21); Cass, 
Detroit (23-28). 
“Kiss and Tell” 
outh, Bost. (16-28). 


(16-21); 


(2d Ce.)--Plym- 


“Life With Father” (2d Co.)— 
Aud., Oakland (16); College of Pa- 
cific Aud., Stockton (17): Jr. Col- | 
lege Aud., Sacramento (18): Metro, 


Two | 


| Seattle (21-28). 

“Oklahoma!” ‘(2d Co.) Nixon, 
Pitts. (16-28). 

“One Touch ef Venus” — Civic 
Opera House, Chi. (16-28). 

“Othelle”—Erlanger, Chi. (16-28). 


| 
| 


| 


“Over 21"°—Colonial, Bost. (16-28). 
“Ramshackle Inn”—Royal Alexan- 


dra, Toronto (16-21); Hanna, Cleve. | 
(23-28). 

San Carle Op. Co.—Aud., Peoria | 
(16-17); Univ. Notre Dame, South | 
Bend (18): Cent. H. S. Aud., Kala. | 
mazoo (19): Keith's, Grand Rapids 
(20-21); Aud., Saginaw (23); Aud., | 
| Mt. Pleasant (24)°° Mich. St. Coll., 


Lansing (25); Michigan, Ann Arbor 


(26): Hartman, Columbus (27-28). 

“Searching Wind"—Nat), Wash- | 
| ington (16-28). 

“Sing Out Sweet Land” — Gr. | 
| Northern, Chi. (16-28), | 

“Student Prince’—Forrest, Phila. | 
(16-21); Capitol, Wilkes-Barre (23); | 
Masonic Temple. Scranton (24); 
Capitol, Binghamton (25); Avon, 
Utica (26): Erie, Schenectady (27- | 
| 28). 

“Ten Little Indians” ‘(2d Co.) 
Studebaker, Chi. ‘16-28). 

“Too Hot for Maneuvers”—Wal- 
nut St. Philly +28). 

“Two Mrs. Carrells” Forest, 
Philly ¢16-28). 

“Voige eof Turtle” (2d Co.)—Sel- 
wvyn, Chi. ‘(16-28). 

“Winged Victery”— Mosque, Rich- 
rnond (17-21). 








)at the Lafayette, got $9,100. It 


| well in 


| return, 


‘Ruth’ 166, Detroit 


Detroit, April 17. 
Boxoffice figures around the rialto 
here still lack oomph. 
Improving over its first week. 
“Dear Ruth” ‘road company) got 


stanza at the Cass. It bettered the 
first week by $2,000. It was followed 
in Monday by “Catherine Was Great.” 

“Blithe Spirit,’ in the first week 
tinues for another week, with Black- 
stone, the magician, set to follow in 
for two weeks starting April 22. 


Prince Amazes 


With 25146, Philly 


Philadelphia, April 17 

Amazing business done by “The 
Student Prince” in the second and 
final week of its engagement at the 
Forrest theatre—and 12th visit here 
for the Romberg operetta— was easily) 
last week's local feature. Despite 
cancelled Saturday matinee due to 
funeral service of FDR, “Prince’ 


took in better than $25.500. which foi 
seven performances and at a $2.50 
top ($3.10 with various taxes here) 
is considered almost miraculous 
The other three legit offerings 
trailed far behind but easily out- 
standing of these mon-musical attrac- 


tions Maurice 


as Schwartz and the 
Yiddish Art Theatre in their single 
week at the Shubert in “Three Gen 
erations.” With a moderate scale and 
the cancelled Saturday matinee 


(Schwartz wanted very much to can- 
cel the Saturday evening show. but 
because of sold-out advance and fact 
that all other legit houses were stay- 
ing open at night. was finally dis- 
suaded ). “Three Generations” grossed 
a fat $9,300 on the week 

“A Doll's House,” in its second and 
last week at the Locust. fooled some 
of the wiseacres but bore out pre- 
dictions of real insiders that second 
week would beat first. Gross jumped 
from $6,700 to $7,900 and latter figure 
was achieved with one less perform- 
ance. With Saturday matinee Ibsen 
revival would have hit close to 
$10.000. 

“Tl Be Waiting,’ not given good 
notices, did fairly well with names 
of cast and plenty of side publicity 
and got $8,000 in its second and final 
week at the Walnut. 


‘Inn’ $5,500, Buffalo, . 


In 3 Performances 


Buffalo. April 17. 


Cancellation of Saturday matinee 
on account of Roosevelt funeral ne- 
cessitated refund of over $2.000 in 
advance sales. but ZaSu. Pitts, in 
“Ramshackle Inn.” at the Erlanger 
last week. showed surprisingly 
strong returns. 

At $3 top. takings ran to sturdy 


$5.500 in three performances. 

“Inn” was last booking of season, 
with Frank McCoy skedded to open 
summer steck early in June. 


‘Victory’ 266, Bal 
ictory , Daito 
Baltimore, April 17. 

Victory” at Ford's here 
week had a sellout registered 
advance but closedown for 
two performances Saturday (14) be- 
cause of the President's death cut 
down potential gross of $34,000 to 


“Winged 
last 


| $26,000, all the traffic could bear for 
‘the six shows played. 


In oft-repeated 


Prince” has a 


currently for an 
“The Student 
pleasing advance. 








Current London Shows 


London, April 17. 
“Another Love Stery,” Phoenix. 





“Appointment Death,” Piccadilly. 
“Arsenic & Old Lace,” Strand. 
“Blithe Spirit,” Duchess. 
“Gaieties,” Winter Garden. 

“Gay Rosalinda,” Palace. 
“Happy & Glorious,” Pallad'um 
“Honeymoon,” York's. 

“Irene,” His Majesty's. 

“Lady Edinburgh,” Playhouse. 
“Madame Leouwise,” Garrick. 
“Meet Navy First,” Hippodrome 
“Night Venice,” Camb.idge 

“Ne Medals,” Vaudeville. 
“Panama Hattie,” Ade! phi. 
“Peek-A-Boo,” Whitehall. 
“Private Lives,” Apollo. 

“Three Waltzes,” Princes. 

“See How They Run,” Comedy. 
“Shop Sly Cerner,” St. Martins. 
“Strike It Again,” Wales. 
“Sweeter Lower.” Ambassadors. 
“The Assassin,” Savoy 

“Three's a Family,” Saville. 
“Tomorrow World,” Aldwych. 
“While Sun Shines,” Globe. 
“Wind of Heaven,” Si. James. 
“Years Between.” Wyndhams 
“Yellow Sands,” Weeiminster. 


‘Sat. Mats., Musicals Drop Up to 3!46; 


approximately $16,000 in its second | 


‘Family’ Scrams, ‘Firebrand Up to 276 


con- 


B'way Strong Though FDR Death Cuts 


Grosses along Broadway were rel- 


atively as good as during Easter 
week, but the actual figures were 
lower because all shows cancelled 
| Saturday (i4) matinees out of re- 
spect to President Roosevelt, funeral 
services being held in the White 
House on that afternoor 
Takings for performances 
tnerefore vere therefore compara 
t yvely no ma Fo musical the drop 
Vas petwee $2.500 to wre han $3 
500, and for straight shows the de 
crease is { nT Approx mately $1.500 
to aro d $2.500 Relatively little 
el ing Was sougn yut that proc 
ess Vill xtel ve a onsiderable 
period, partially by ail 
One show Opened last week, it be- 
ing “Star-Spangled Family.” which 
abruptly stopped Highlight this 
week is the premiere of “Carousel,” 


new 


sical 


Rodgers and Hammerstein mu- 


Estimates for Last Week 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘(Comedy-Drama’, R (Revue), 
M ‘Musical). O (Operetta) 

“MM Bell for Adano,” Cort (19th 
veek) «(D-1.064: $3.20) Would have 
gotte! well over $22,000. but with 

celled performance the count was 
around $20.000. 

“Anna Lueasta,” Mansfield (33d 
week) «¢D-1.041: $3.60). Has been 


regularly topping $20,000; seven-per- 
folimance 2rOss quoted around 
$18.300 

“Bloomer Girl,” Shubert (28th 
week) (M-1,382: $5.40) Musical 
grosses dipped somewhat more than 


straight plays. and the count here in 
seven times was around $30,000. 
“Careusel,” Majestic «M-1.681: $6). 
Presented by Theatre Guild: musical 
version “Liliom.” by Richard 
Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein, 2d: 


of 


highly rated in Boston; opens Thurs- 
day (19). 

“Dark of the Meon,” 46th Street 
(‘Sth week) (D-1.319: $4.20). Pace 
was about the same as previous week 
but gross was $17.000 instead of 
$19,000 

“Dear Ruth,” Miller (18th week) 
(C-940: $4.20). Dip here about the 
jsame proportion as other shows; 
| count, around $17.000, would have 
been $18.700. 
| “Deep Mrs. Sykes.” Booth (4th 


week) (CD-712: $3.60). Claimed much 
better than estimated. and last week 
was quoted approaching well over 


$9.000. even though Saturday matinee 
was out. 

“Firebrand of Florence,” Alvin (4th 
week) (M-1.357; $6). Despite Satur- 
day afternoon being dark, takings 
went upward to around $27,000; four 
big parties the answer. 

“Follow the Girls,” 44th 
(53d week) (M-1.462: $4.80). 


Street 
Around 


$27,000, but. had the Saturday mati- | 


nee been given. gross 
topped $31.000 again. 

“Foolish Notion,”. Beck (5th week) 
(CD-1,214: $4.20). Aimed for $22,000 
/until President's death; takings would 
have been tops so far; approximated 
$21,000 in seven times. 

“Harvey,” 48th Street (24th week) 
(C-923: $4.20). Would have collected 
$19,000 as usual, but, with one per- 


would have 


mated $31.500 but if eight perform- 


ances were given the count would 
have been $3,500 more. 

“School for Brides,” Ambassador 
(37th week) (C-1,117; $3.60). Rated 


around $9.500, 
the cancelled 
pace $1.500 
“Seven Lively Arts,” Ziegfeld (19th 
(R-1.626: $6) 


which indicated 
matinee dropped 


that 
the 


veek) 


Affected bv 

ound $3,500, too, but in seven ap- 
proximated $31,000 

“Soldier's Wife,’ Golden ‘27th 


veck) (CD-789: 33.60). Dipped more 

than expected and goes to road early 

month: under $6.000 but would 
ve topped $7,000 in eight. 

“Song of Norway,” Imperial 
veek ) (O-1.427: $6). Also 
$3.500. as indicated by 
$37.500 

“Star-Spangled Family,” Biltmore. 
Yanked after five performances; clos- 
ing was on Friday (13); panned 

“Ten Little Indians.” Plymouth 
(41st week) (D-1,075: $3.60). Around 
$8,500 but if matinee had been played 
Saturday meller would have again 
reached $10,000 or more. 

“The Glass Menagerie,” Playhouse 
(2d wk) (CD-1,865: $4.20). Critics’ 
best play would have topped $18.000 
but with one performance less, tak- 
ines were around $17,000. 

“The Hasty Heart,” Hudson (15th 
week) (D-1,094: -$3.60). Indications 
were for an $11,000 gross but with 
one Jess performance takings approx- 
imated $9,000. 

“The Overtons,” Forrest ‘10th 
week) (CD-1,060:; $3.60). Would have 
approximated $16,000 again but with 
one show out count was $8,500. 

“The Voice of the Turtle,” Morosco 
(62d week) (C-986; $4.20). Was aimed 
for better than $20,000 again but in 
seven times takings were over $18,500. 

“Up in Central Park,” Century 
(llth week) (O-1,713; $6). Cancelled 
Saturday afternoon meant nearly 
$4.000. off the pace; previous weeks 
were $49,000 and more. 

REVIVALS 

“The Barretts of Wimpole Street.” 
Barrymore (3d week) = ‘(D-1.900; 
¢3.60). Season's top revival got 
around $18.500 but would have been 
$21,000 or more. 

“The Tempest,” Broadway 
900; $3.60).° Final and 13th week; 
dropped under $11,000 in seven; 
“Memphis Bound” next attracti« 
here, 


next 


(34tn 
went down 


takings of 


(D-1.- 


‘Carousel’ Strong 276, 
‘Ladies’ Neat $19,500; 
‘Marriage’ Out, 636, Hub 


Boston, April 17. 

“Good Night, Ladies” continued to 
romp at top speed at the Shubert 
with practically sellout biz in third 
week. All legit theatres accepted 
cuts through last Saturday after-,. 
noon’s closing tribute to President 
Roosevelt. Only the Metropolitan 
Opera, concluding 10 performances 


|in Opera House with terrif gross of 


|formance’ skipped, takings were | 
|around $17,500. 

| “Hats Off to Iee,” Center (43d 
week) (R-2,044: $1.98). Quoted at 


nearly $20,000 and would have gotten 


$3,000 more but for the cancelled | 
show. 

“Hope for the Best,” Fulton (10th 
week) (C-940: $4.20). Will move to 


Royale next week: had improved to 
$13,000, but in seven times last week. 


around $12,000; “Common Ground” 
due next week. 

“I Remember Mama,” Music Box 
| 26th week) (C-940; $4.20). One of 


| the standouts which also would have 
grossed as much as ever: $20,000. 


however, instead of $22.000 or more. | 


| “It’s a Gift,” National (5th week) 
| (CD-1,164: $4.20). Around = $3.000: 
, didn’t make much difference about 
{this one, which is cut-rating. 

“Kiss and Tell,” Bijou (108th week) 
| (C-614; $3.60). Bit under $8,000, but 
| with matinee out got less. 

“Kiss Them for Me,” Belasco ‘4th 
| week) (C-1,077; $3.60). Had been 
‘around $8,500 and would have gotten 
| that figure or better but for cancelled 
afternoon. 
| “Laffing Room Only,” Winter Gar- 

den (16th week) (R-1.522: $6). Got 
around $32,000 but had the Saturday 
matinee been given, count would 
have topped $35,000. 

| “Late Geerge Apley,” Lyceum (2Ist 


|; week) (C-993; $4.20). Had approx- 
imated flourishing $18.000 or nearly 
i that much; last week in seven, 


| around $16,000. 
| “Life With Father,” Empire ‘280th 
| week) (C-1,082; $3.60). Slated to en- 
ter summer period; had improved 
| but with one show out takings dipped 
|under $9,000. 

“Oklahoma!”, St. James (‘107th 
| week) (M-1,529; $4.80). Count for the 
jlong run S.R.O. hit was $28.000 but 
|; would have been $231,000 if matinee 
| was given. 
| “On the Town,” 

week) (M-1.426: 


Adelphi 
$5.40) 


(16th 
Approxi- 


about $135,000, chose to keep going 
without a break through start at 
12:30 p.m. Saturday instead of 2:30. 

“Carousel,” after smash biz in 
Colonial for three weeks, has many 
snags ironed out and due to open at 
Broadway's Majestic Thursday. 

Sales are big for. “Kiss and Teil.” 
which opened at Plymouth last night, 
und Ibsen's “A Doll's House,’ an- 
other opener at the Wilbur. Fair 
prospects for “Over 21,” returned 
last night to Colonial after tryout 
here vear ago last December. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Carousel,” Colonial (1,500: $4.20) 
(3d week). Theatre Guild fantasy 
would have gone to $30,000 but for 
Presidential tragedy, did whiz $27,- 
000 for seven performances. 

“Geod Night, Ladies,” 
(1,500; $2.50) (2d week), 
$19.500. 

“Marriage Is for Single People,” 
Wilbur (1,241; $3) (2d week). Folded 
Saturday night (14) despite rumors 
cgst planned to carry on. Grossed 
about $6.500 for each of two weeks. 


Shubert 
About 


‘Over 21’ $3,800 In 
3 Shows, New Haven 


New Haven, April 17. 
Weekend stand of “Over 21” at 
Shubert (12-14) was cut to three 
shows when Saturday matinee was 
cancelled in keeping with President 


, Roosevelt memorial services. At $3 


top, gross approximated $3,800, it be- 
estimated that the untoward 
event of the passing caused elimina- 
tion of a potential additional $1,500. 

House has its 18th premiere of the 
seasén when “Common Ground” un- 
furls here Thursday (19-21). Follow- 
ing week brings in “Abie’s Irish 
Rose” April 26-28. Weekend of May 
3-5 vets “Doll’s Hous®’ for four per- 
formances. 


ing 
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Wednesday, April 18, 1945 





Plays Abroad 


The Assassin 


London. March 24. 
She Directed by Marcel Va 
London March 


eautre 


General Loacapelle cose kvestie Pere 
foberis 
itles ¢jueartert 


Ad a) Ve a9 \ vend Yours 


i youl 
rovalisi- Frenchman who finds | 

ling Fi 
wih tl 
and 
Wot Id 


ance of 


ass 
trie 
ape be 
realize the 
and do the 


rcept him on his fata 


ance that en uf arrestea 


oul esc 
friends 
hope 


supporting § cast 
all opportunities a 
xploit the man Alash 


naia 


ie most of 


Play reecistered at ioubted hit 
at the pr It seems to 
all that it takes to warrant a su 
cesstul run Clem 


have 


Great Day 
London, March 15 
‘ nl Say A Rea-} < { f ’ 
av , rrnne i 
Siorn Dive i b Hen 


acts b 1. 
Kendal 4 
Piavhouse, London i 7 
Mis. Ellis Min i 
Major Ellis , Kiude Norfoll 
Mis ‘ 

Kitna Ellis B “ra Wt 
Mis Beale I ne.tl 
Mis. Walsh Winifred Eva 
Mrs. Mott ° Elsie Randolpt 
Mrs. Trac Avice Landone 
Miss Tom 
Geoffrey Iwa 


Mis=« Fishe ; eeeee- JOAN Has thorne 
Sova) A Clia s (re w 
ctoria Calde ‘ Joan Schofield 


nso Dorathy Dewhurs 


George Se 


Several years ago Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt visited a village in Kent 
to inspect the local war effort on the 





ANGELS 


The backers of Broadway shows. 
Names, addresses, amounts they 
invested in previous plays. The first 
complete research in this field. 
Indispensable to producers. 








Howard Callman says: “fam hope- 
ful this book will attract addi- 
tional capital to a legitimate in- 
dustry that shenld bave a great 
intinence on onr democratic way 
We He «+ 6s” 





$25 Per Volume 


LEO SHULL, Editor 
128 West 48th Street, New York 19 
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PLAY PUBLISHERS. 


of these and mony 
other dist’aguished plays 
SONG OF BERNADETTE 
TOMORROW THE WORLD 
LOST HCRIZON- HIGHLAND 
FLING - EVE OF ST. MARK - BEST 
FOOT FORWARD - FEATHERS IN 
A GALE - MRS. MINIVER - GREAT 
BIG DOORSTEP KITTY 
FOYLE - HOUSE WITHOUT'A KEY 


“¢ 


THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING CO, 
incorporated 1887 
59 €.VAN BUREN ST,CHICAGO § 















fnovelist. was 


Lesley 


present 


Storm, 
as a 


distafY side populat 
reporte: 


' 


and decided to dramatize the event, | 
From this meagre background, a tiny 
rustic hall. an amusing. leisurely 
storv of the jovs and sorrows of 


members of the Women’s Institute. 


preporing for their ditsmeuished vis- 
tor, has been built 
Amid gay bunting. allied flags, 
farm produce, handicraft, ete. are 
yojected the human dramas of sev- 
eral characters. There's a woman 
Vait for on s of her son missing 
acto fanatical religious spin 
! ert America 
| , \ land irl who 
irmer ratnel 
wrooOpeEe!l vyhom 
long-sufferin 
t! vho's t to an improvident 
a a aye ! the last Wal 
i VOI 
Vl H Edgar Norfolk 
is t apy couple, with 
Barbara Whit brineing a fresh 
charm to the role of their daughter 
FE) R olph. tormer musical com- 
edy actress. is not quite at ease in 
sti part never giving 
pression of really being one 
he community Other characters 
4 ¢ Yo) ‘ 
Good matinee fare for the house- 
lé a tl y! ticated If war- 
‘ ! € f a not ovel 
or « ) | | Ve | \) 
| i | i tne 
[; el 





| Play Out of Town 


i 





Watch Out Angel 


San Francisco, April 10 


I> 1 A ” b ju on f musical 
' 4 ie + ’ Isabel 
1» \ > Hari t 
s } and = kidd 1» 
P \ B ibent: s 
ig t : n M 
vale ' ] ‘ i} s Hathawa 
Oper Cus 1 San | 5 Apt 
mn. § 
| “ \I n Hare 
D> f Dant Ja sOn 
Pre n | ] 1 Nol 
Je | sor Kden Nicholas 
n ( Val r 4 
Sand t bat 
iv ! Heidi O n 
Dolore Irene Thomas 


(iene eve Curol Haney 


Harry Donald Ker 
Va Lester Allen 
lon Metlr William O' Neal 
(jal locke Anne Triola 
. ne lucien Littlefield 
J é lreiry Randal 
farbara H , 
Lois Ruth Waltor 
Mut s Hianie Stever 
Za ‘ Raisa 
I) ne | s t x s t 1 ( bett 
K ‘ t Hipp, Beverly Bil 
FRlise FR) 1 Irene T mas, Jean 
nan Stephanie Ss en Virginia King 
( vgia FR R h Wa t } Mallor 
Ronnie Star t Rodolfe Silva Ray Dol- 
4 1 Je Ar 


“Watch Out. Angel” is the finest 
imaginable title that could have been 


dreamed up for an unimaginable | 
comedy of errors. This assemblage 
of fine talent, sets. costuming and 


choreography needs a major opera- 
| tion to keep it alive. Its title is really 
a warning. in spades, to all theatrical 
backers, 

The show is too long, badly paced, 
with a trite story. and music is mas- 
sive rather than melodic, with spotty 


lvrics. Melodies just don’t emerge 
from the cacophonic blare of the 
| brasses. and orchestrations are also 


|of the “hide the melody” school. “I 
|Love You But Good” is the most 
listenable tune. “Publicity” is a cute 
| Zag song, with endless Calypso twists. 
|“Watch Out, Angel.” love song, is 
OK. “Don't You Believe It” has the 
; makings of a spicy number, 


But until the orchestra quiets down, 
the smartest lyrics don’t have a 
i chance, 


| Story concerns a producer with a 


cast, a backer, a theatre—everything | 


| he needs but a show.-which is close 
|to this show’s real-life problem. He 
| flees in desperation from a marriage- 
;minded soubret. Ann Triola, while 
the cast revolts over its idleness. The 
producer's assistant, played by juve- 
SS eR 








FOR STAGE, SCREEN 
ind RADIO ARTISTS 











being | 
jammed with humorous possibilities. | 


nile Eden Nicholas, and his secretary, 
eve-filling, red-headed Mavilvn Hare, 
borrow the boss's “angel” and put on 
a show of their own, intended te star 
Miss Have. The angel «Lucien Little- 
field) turns out to be a crackpot 
whose rubber check bounces, threat- 
them all with disaster But 
musical comedies must out 
right, and so does this one. 


ening 


come 


Nifty dancing studs the show from 
end to end. It combines the zest of 
jive with the discipline and imagina- 
tive tantasvy of ballet Barbara 
Perry's solo “dancing is a highlight 
with its broad puckish humor 
particularly evidenced by the ¢ 
eved antics of her “Paul Revere” 
hossback dance 4 young Russian 
known only as Raisa 


s plus wit ‘+ horrendous 


as 
ck- 


comeaqaiennhe 
ts lau 
Bo Karloff accent and he rc] 


e versi » of R hit mallet Ther 








e soun on ) to he da vn | " 
it city 
Miss 7 i is a personality tha 
Vis Ha te) or | iDle 
espla la il S ( in *) 
Vet filmite Li Littletic pu 
s the scantily lad babes to fetch 
plenty of chuckles N chnolas proves 
an adequate tif inexperienced) juve- 
nile. with a pleasing but not-too 
large voice. Lester Allen and Donald 
Kerr cra in burlesque-type com 
edy, including a strip tease Meur. 
| 
. 
Major Bowes | 
| 
J } 
Continued from page I : 
H oO} i 4 ’ ne N y 
ndie, WHIN 
-opularity of the format and Maj 
I 
3owes unique my thod ot vrese nting 
out hovet Ss soon moved the pro- 
ran to the networks where -it 
sached the $25.000 weeklv price tag 
bracket at that time the highest 


priced act the all 


His 


of physicians to ease 


on 
retirement. cued to the advice 


up a bit. was 


not unexpected as he but recently 
returned to the air after an extended 
vacation period 

‘Shower of Stars with Morton 
Gould’s orch and guests. which re- 


| placed the “Amateur Hour” a couple | 
of months ago, remains on CBS for 
Chrysler. at least through the sum- 
met Ruthrauff & Ryan agency. 
however, will probably look around 
for a new show to go on for the 


sponsor in the fall 


MARRIAGES | 


Joy Ann Page to Lieut. William | 
Orr, Riverside, Cal., April 10 Bride | 
Is a screen actress and daughter of 
Mrs. Jack L. Warne 

Patricia Louise Shafer to John| 


| Graham 
Groom is 


Dowling, Chicago, April 10. 
war correspondent for the 
| Chicago Daily Sun, and son of Eddie 
| Dowling, star-produce: 


| Menagerie” at 


of “Glass 
the Playhouse, N. Y. 

Lonnie Day to Lester Van Beuren, | 
in Dayton, O., April 9. Bride is 
Pittsburgh niterv entertainer 

Wave Sfc Helen Baughman to! 
Metalsmith Fe Donald Gallup, USNR, 
New London, Conn., April 6. Bride 
was formerly on staff of WCAF, 
Pittsburgh. 

Sue Buffano to Al Rosenberg, Seat- 
| tle, April 9. Groom is vepee and 
| manager of Evergreen States The- 
atres. 


| 
| 


BIRTHS | 


Mr. and Mrs. Bob Wills, son, San- 
ta Monica, Cal.. April 16. Father is 
|} western orch leader 

Mr. and Mrs. George B. Stump, | 
son, Kansas City, April 13. Father 
is chief announcer at KCKN in that 
| City, 
Mr. 





son and daughter, Hollywood, April 
| 11. Father is screen actor. 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Mattison, son, | 
| Troy, N. Y., April 10. Father is | 
studio manager of WOKO, Albany. | 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Jacobson, 
|son, Detroit, April 10. ‘Father is 
owner of the Davidson theatre. De- 
| troit. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Steve Toth, daugh- 
ter, Toledo, April 7. Father is man- 
ager of Loew's Esquire in that city. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Carter Blake, son, 
| April 15, Mineola, N. Y. Father is 
eastern casting director for Colum- 
bia Pictures 
| Mr. and Mrs, Richard Condon, | 
}daughter, New York. April 15. 
| Father is president of Richard Con- 
| don, Inc., public relations agency. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Bill Sutherland, son, 


and Mrs: Kurt Katch, twins, | 
| 


| Pittsburgh, April 10. Father is vet 
| announcer at KDKA., 

Mr. and Mrs. Gus Vaveris. son. 
| Johnstown, Pa.. April 14. Father's a 


| tri-state district exhib. 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Goodfried, 
son, Brooklyn. N. .Y., April 14. 
Father with United Artists home- 


office exploitation dept. 
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Bernhardt, 





son, Hollywood, April 16. Father is 
director at Warners. 





- rr 


| Apollo and 


| he started wrestling 


|Id., she made her stage debut 


— 


OBITUARIES - 


CHARLES EVAN EVANS 
Charles Evan Evans, 88 dean of 


American comedians, died April 
in Santa Monica, Cal 
ers Club home after 75 vears on 


1é 


American stage 
Evans was not only an actor but 
also manager, having brought Anna 
Held to this country for first time in 
1896. He also produced first Bernard 
Shaw play in this country, “Arms 
ind the Man in which Richard 
Mansfield appeared Setting record 
yerformances e played in 3,600 
wwines of Charles H. Hovt’s farce 
4 Parlor Match without missing 
! le pe formance Show opened Te 
As vy Park N J 1884 and ran 
for t onsec | t years longest 
in in theatrical history It was.in 
this show Evans and his partner, Bil] 
‘(Old Hodd?) Hoey, introduced songs 
The Man Who Broke the Bank At 


Monte Carlo” and “Bicycle Built For 


wo 

Evans was born in Rochester. 
|N. Y., and went on stage at age of 
13. in Frank Mayo’s melodrama 
Streets of New York.” At one time 
he was manager of Herald Square 
The At New York 

He appeared on Coast with Henry 
Duffy Plavers and did character 
parts In various films starring 
George Arliss He was member of 

st Elks Lodge in New York and of 
Lambs, Masons and Masquers 

Survived by vidow former 
Helena Phillips w it) vhon he 
toured the Orpheun Cireuit foi 
many years 

CHARLES M. OLSON 


Charles M. Olson. 65. ex-world 
light heavyweight wrestling cham 
pion and founder of Lyric theatre 


n Indianapolis, died there April 12 


After operating a nickelodeon on 
the site for several years, Olson built 
the.Lyric in partnership with B. V 


(Ben) Barton, opening in 1914. Later, 
he acquired sole ownership. It was 
a successful vaudeville operation un- 
til Olson sold out in 1927. After the 
house had floundered for several 
years he took it again in 1933 
and attracted attention by 
playing and 
shows for five straight years 
In 1941 Olson sold his 
the Greater Indianapolis Amusement 


over 
wide 
vaudeville, 


unit band 


interest to 


Co,, operators of Indiana and Cir- 
cle, and retired He also had op 
erated a number of other local 


houses, including the old Alhambra 
Idle Hour. Olson spent 
most of his youth in Chicago, where 
His real name 


was Max Flaskamp, but he used the | 
;}name Charles M. Olson in his wres- |! 


tling later le- 
gally. 


Survivors include his widow. 


career, adopting it 


GLORIA DICKSON 


Gloria Dickson, 28, screen actress, | 
was burned to death April 10 in a} 
hillside | 


fire which destroyed her 
home in Hollywood. Surviving are 
her third husband, William Fitz- 
patrick; her mother, Mrs. Emma 
Dickerson, and a sister, Mrs. K. J. 
Martinson 

Born Thais Dickerson in Pocatello, 
with 
the Federal Theatre Project in Long 
Beach, Cal., in 1936. Miss Dickson 
was signed by Warners the same 
year, starting her screen career inthe 
Mervyn LeRoy picture, “They Won't 
Forget.” 
she appeared were “Waterfrorit.” 
“Private Detective” and “They Made 
Me a Criminal” at Warners: “The 
Big Boss” and Power of the Press” 


at Columbia: “I Want a Divorce” at! 


Paramount; “Rationing” at Metro, 
and “Lady of Burlesque” for Hunt 
Stromberg. Her first and second hus- 
bands were Perc Westmore and 
Ralph Murphy, director. 





MRS. THETTA QUAY FRANKS 

Mrs. Thetta Quay Franks, 78, au- 
thor and widow of Robert A. Franks, 
private financial secretary to the late 


Andrew Carnegie, died in Pasadena. | 


| Catif., April 14. She created com- 
ment in 1918 when she charged 
American wives were not giving 


their husbands a square deal because 
modern women neglected their 
household duties. This was expound- 


ed in a book called, “Efficiency in | 


the Home.” 


In 1932. Mrs. 


Franks wrote 
“Money in the Air,” a murder-mys- 
tery play which ran for 48 per-| 
formances on Broadway despite 
lukewarm notices. She made her 


home in West Orange. N. J.. and was 
visiting her son. Ralph C. Franks. 
when she died 

Survived by three sons and three 
sisters. 


at the Uplift- | 


Among the films in which | 


| CHARLES HADFIELD 

Charles Hadfield, 74. forme: dare 
devil cyclist of vaude and circus 
died at Tarrytown, N. Y. April 4 
After setting records as an Oarsman 
Hadfield took up cycle racing. From 
this stemmed his circus-vaude 
called the Golden Globe or Globe of 
Death, with his wife. Agnes Theo. 
dore (De Cora), and another « 


act 


voman 
performe) They raced on small 
motoreycles inside a cage 

This act toured the world includ 
ng South America Japa » 
Philippines and Mexico It plaved 
the N. Y. Hippodrome jin 1930 

Survived by his widow fou 
brothers and sisters 

N. DOW THOMPSON 

Word of the death of N Dow 
Thompson, 49, for years a Detroit ex. 
hibitor, in Reno, Nev., was received 


in Detroit last week 
trict manage! 


Thompson dis- 
for the z. & D Theat- 
rical Enterprises at the time of hig 
death sick leave 


was on for several 
months He formerly operated the 
first-run Michigan and Broadwav- 
Capitol theatres for the King-Tren 
ile circuit in Detroit He also served 
N assistant manager of the Allied 
I itres ff Michigar under H MI 
Riche V 

Survived by widow, threé 


sUTIS 
including Robert, now in A 


Mercury, 


mv, acd 


former manager of theatre 


and a daughte 


JULES J. BENNETT 


Bennett, 66 
New 


arrangements 


Jules J veteran 
York, April 9 


unde 


actos 
Funeral 


auspices 


died in 
were 
of the Actors Fund 
During 
been in 
theatre 
which 
ther 


his 


Bennett 


bran 


career, 
nearly all 

He started in 
he appeared 
shifted to 


had 
hes of the 
vaude, in 
time 


for some 


burlesque and aite 


that spent the late years of his 
career in legit In legit. he bad 
played in “Rio Rita,” a number of 


other productions, and his last New 
York appearance was in Elmet 
Rice's “American Landscape.” 
PEGGY O'NEILL 

Peggy O'Neill, 21. screen actress 
was found dead in the apartment of 
Albert Mannheimer, screen writet 
in Beverly Hills, April 13. Sherift's 


office there stated that she had died 
of sleeping tablets taken following a 


g 
| lovers’ quarrel. They said that Miss 
O'Neill was late for a dinner date 
with Mannheimer in his apartment 
and that they quarreled when she 


arrived as the writer was leaving 
Mannheimer said that when he re- 
; turned to the apartment at midnight 
after attending a theatre. he found 
the actress slumped on the floor. 


GEORGE LEON MOORE 
George Leon Moore, former star 
| of light opera productions, died in 
Milwaukee, April 12. A native of New 
| Hampshire, Moore sang the leading 
| role in many Victor Herbert operet- 
tas and starred in the first American 
| production of “Count of Luxem- 

burg.” 

Herbert is reputed to have created 
several operettas, including “Rose of 
| Algeria.” especially for Moore who 


| taught voice in Milwaukee for the 
last 18 years. 
ANNA KILDUFF 
Mrs. Anne E. Schweisthal, 86 


| mother of “Sunshine” Kilduff of May 
| & Kilduff, old-time vaude team, and 
; Of Marie and Heilen Schweisthal 
| (the Allerton Sisters), died in Chi- 
cago, April 8. She was a vet of 
| stock. having been in such roadshows 
as “What Happened to Jones” and 
| “Why Smith Left Home” for years 
She also was with stock companies 
jin St. Louis and Atlanta. being 
_known professionally as Anna’ Kil- 
duff 
Survived by two daughters 
MORRIS F. FENSIN 
Morris F. Fensin, 62, head of 
Fensin Seating Co., died in Chi- 
cago April 7. A pioneer in the the- 
atre seating industry, he died sud- 
denly after having just brought his 
wife back from Florida. where 
took her for her health. 
Survived by widow and two sons 
; Erwin and Morton, who are oifictals 
of the firm. 


he 


ROBERT C. SMITH 

Robert C. Smith, 44, assistant di- 
rector at Warners, died April 11. fol- 
lowing a heart attack on the set of 
“A Stolen Life.” 

Veteran of World War I, Smith inad 
been in pictures 20 years, of which 

(Continued on page 31) 
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CHATTER 


Broadway 


Emile Brisacher, Coast adman, east 


on ries Mantia of Equity lost 





other last week. . 
Pick Adams into Playhouse (“Glass 
Menagerie’) boxoffice. : 
~ Connee Boswell booked into the 
Roxy for a summer date. 

Mary (Mrs. Cass) Adams doing 
uiblicity for Ferargil gallery. ; 

: fim Colligan sports jet lighter 


signed for pipe smokers. | 


specially de , 
4 Interstate Circuit | 


Big Al Irwin ol 


here from Houston to see Ringling | 

circus. ; 
Kenneth K. Hansen, ex-mer. RKO- 

Coliseum, upped to major m the | 


TY it Ines | 
' noe Epstein back to Coast on deal | 
with William Le Baron, but due back | 
in several wee ks. 

Wilbur Evans back in- 
tral. Park.” Century, after ear 
throat treatments. 

Harold Goldberg named company 
manager for road edition of Billy | 
Rose's “Carmen Jones. 

| 


“Up in Cen- 
and 


Jimmy and Bianca (Blackie) 
Stroock to Coast for month on next 
se ason s ‘Icecapades” costumes. | 

Bob Gillham to his father-in-law’s | 


place in Del Ray, Fla., tomorrow | 
‘Thurs.) for a fortnight’s vacation. 


Eddie Plohn, manager of National, 


D. C., and Benny Bennett of Madison } 
Square Garden b.o. to Florida for | 
vacash ; } 

“Carmen Jones.” dark since ter- | 


mination of Broadway run, relights | 
at N. Y. City Center May 2, prior to 
Coast dates 

Quite a plug for WB's story editor, | 
Jake Wilk, in current Collier’s as | 
yart of the Oscar Serlin-“Life With | 
Fathe r’ article. | 


Blacketeers buying stocks via | 
large bilis are getting the o.o. in! 
Wall St The Treasury Dept. has 


been checking there, 


‘pl. Igor de Navrot ’ former | 
Cpl. Igor ¢ - zky, of : | Jane Withers returned from vaude 


dance team of Grace Poggi and Igor, 


ry 


cago after auditioning talent for the 
Frank Ross production, ‘“‘The Robe.” 

Trudy Marshall escaped serious 
burns on the 20th-Fox lot when Mon- 
broe Liebgold, working on the set, 
ripped off her flimsy flaming cos- 
tume. 

Philip Van Zandt, who played with 





Wis., in town visiting friends along 
film row. 

Jan Murray and the Condos Broth- 
ers open at the 5100 Club en April 
27 replacing Willie Howard and his 


company. Viola Layne, impressionist, 


will be held over 

Jimmy Sheridan, juvenile of “One 
Touch of Venus” at the Opera House, 
celebrated 25th birthday last 
week and received a_ notification 
from his draft board the same day. 

Joanell, who formerly sang at the 
Ambassador hotel, and James Erwin. 
former 


' 
nis 


a 


Marine vind up with 
roles in “The Robs according to | 
Mervyn LeRoy, who tested them 


here last week. 


Hollywood | 


Judy Canova to Las Vegas on vaca- 
tion 

Jackie Paley laid up with pneu- 
monia. 

Lew Landers, film director, di- | 
voreed. 

Leo Spitz vacationing at Palm 
Springs. 

Peter Godfrey bedded by ptomaine 
poisoning. 

Bette Davis laid up with make-up 
poisoning 

J Farre 1] Mac Donald observed his 
70th birthday 

Larry Parks fractured a toe at the 
Actors Lab theatre 

Jack Rubin, Rudy Vallee’s radio 
| writer, hospitalized 

Robert Florey celebrated his 25th 
anniversary as a film director 

Donald Woods legalized his film 
| name, dropping Ralph L. Zink 

Xavier Cugat handed Lita Loma, 
vocalist, a new four-year pact. 


Mitchell Leisen returned from two 


weeks of Broadway gandering. 
Marion Davies reported seriously 

ili In a San Fiancisco hospital. 

Charles Huey shifted from Uni- 


versal flackery to International 


. "eS > ] ac ys > +e 
and in the Army two years, is now | to resume film acting at Republic. 


somewhere in France. 
Lewis Harris switched from Bilt- 
more boxoffice to Ziegfeld (“Seven 
Lively Arts”), becoming treasurer. 
Clara Geffinger resigned. 
Dorothy Knox, wife of 


| chief after 
lot. 
Howie Maver back in town after 


' Roberta 


Frank | 


Jean Nicholson divorced 
Edward C. Nicholson, film producer. 
| Gordon Sawyer promoted to sound 
17 years on the Goldwyn 


Luther, of the Decea production de- | two weeks at his Chicago headquar- 


partment, readying for an Overseas 
trip for USO with the Eddie Garr 
unit. 

Irving Rapper, Warner Bros. di- 
rector, back to Coast today 
Cocktailery in his honor yesterday 
(Tues.) called off due to FDR’s death. 

Fred Kitzinger, now conducting 
for the touring “One Touch of Ve- 


nus,’ to baton summer concerts of 
New Orleans Symphony in July- 
August. 


Brock Pemberton planed to San 
Francisco Sunday (15) for second 
anniversary of Stage Door Canteen 
there, accompanied by wife Mar- 
Raret, 

Ptc. Jerome M. Freund, Marines, 
and former “Variety” office-boy, 
wounded on Iwo Jima on D-Day 
plus 10, while helping carry a 
stretcher to the rear. 

Donald Hyde, head of the literary 
department of the William Morris 
Agency on the Coast, and Walter 
Hyde, of the Chi cocktail dept. of 
that office, in for a short stay. 

Jed Cogut, vet of 50 years’ legit 
‘mostly Yiddish), whose last stage 
appearance was in “Cafe Crown” 
(Cort, "42). is now ticket taker at 
Republic ‘film house) theatre on 42d 
street. 

Ben Rochelle and Jane Beebe shov- 


ing off for overseas i y 
a By, erseas this week on 


cuit. They just 
muda, where 
three weeks. 


Northwest Secret Service, of Chi- 
Cago, is trying to locate Julia Ed- 
wards, who had been a member of 
the Six Flying Banbards, cireus act. 
She had a son, David Edwards, vaude 
Performer known as “limber legs.” 


Chi 

Sophie Tucker opens at the Chez 
aree on May 3. 

de Irving, nitery comic and emcee, 
as been inducted into the Army. 
Tom Delaney, 
Miums, is recy 
month illness. 

Life mag is doi i 
é s doin g 

On Magici aellents rostexe 
rant, popular 
Magicians. 


got in from Ber- 
they entertained for 





h 


perating from a three- 


hang-out for other 


mi... , and Elsie Barton, old-time 
> team, are visitin i a 
ter, Eileen. "as Glee 


theatre stage an Sh likes 
Monte Proser here conferring with 
Arnold Kirkeby with regard os event 
we @ Copacabana in the Beverly | 
ilshire hotel, Los Angeles. 
—n nth War Loan groundwork 
* laid at a luacheon meeting of | 
m West distrib and exhib biggies at 
e Blackstone hotel last week. ' 
Kaack Kelly, 18-year-old son of Al 
7 y. Willie Howard's comedy part- 
bs at the 5100 Club, has joined the 
while waiting for Army induction. | 
Ft - Milton, former Chicago ex- 
i tor and now operator of the 
Orthern§ Lakes theatre, Phelps, 


(18). | 


amp Show tour of foxhole cir- | 


of De - 
mney Pre | Week in Los 
| 


| dio 
an Matt Schulien’s restau- | 


ers. 

Betram Bloch, eastern story editor 
for 20th-Fox, in town for studio hud- 
dles. 

Humphrey Bogart reported for 
|} work at Warners after a long vaca- 
ton, 

Oscar Boetticher, Columbia direc- 
tor, commissioned as ensign in the 
Navy. 

Ben 
player, 
agency. 

Ellen Drew to Colorado Springs to 
join her husband, Lieut. Col. Cy 
Bartlett. 

Jean Hersholt celebrating his 33d 
year in Hollywood and his 39th in 
pictures, 

Sonja Henie to San Francisco to 
entertain at Navy hospitals in the 
Bay area. 

Arthur Rosett joined Margaret Et- 
tinger’s flackery after discharge from 
the Marines. 

Taft Schreiber of MCA laid up 
with asthma and will recuperate at 
Palm Springs. 

Leo McCarey fined $200 fo 
less driving and placed on probation 
for two years. 

Helen Hayes rusticating at Leo 
Carrillo’s ranch after her road tour 
with “Harriet.” 

James Cagney 
month of farm 
Vineyard acres. 

Johnny 
troupe shoving off on a tour of the 
woe states 

Abe Greenberg, formerly of the 
|N. Y. Daily News, checked into Par- 
}amount flackery. 

Herbert Sorrell’s son, Robert, 
wounded in action with General Pat- 
ton’s Third Army. 

Pierre Aumont” arrived from 
France to spend a furlough with his 
wife, Maria Montez. 

S Set. Sum Abarbanel, former Re- 
public flack, decorated for bravery 
on the German front. 

Jean Hersholt appointed chairman 
of the Mayor's Committee for Peace 
Angeles. 

Katz resigned as general stu- 
manager for Warners cartoon 
| plant because of illness. 

Ritz Brothers bought property on 
Wilshire blvd. for a $100,000 business 
structure after the war 

Dennis Morgan parking in the 
guest house while his young daugh- 
ter battles with measles. 

Robert Arden. radio commentator, 


oldtime 
George 


Erway, 
joined 


Broadway 
Ellman’s 


=oek. 


returned from a 
life on his Martha's 











Ray 


;suing Lillian Harvey, screen actress, 


2.035 on an alleged loan. 

Major William Halpern returned 
to town on leave after serving © ith 
the Marines in the South Pacific. 

Edgar Bergen and Charlie Mc- 
Carthy will be guests of Gov. Wail- 
gren, Washington State. April 30. 

James Melton awarded an honor- 
ary Doctor of Music degree by his 
alma mater. University of Florida. 

Edgar Kennedy sold his San Fer- 
nando Valley ranch and moved into 
his Beverly Hills apartment house. 

Mervyn LeRoy returned from Chi- 


for $ 


Mack Brown and cowboy | 


Douglas Fairbanks in a Robin Hood 
picture 23 years ago, is shooting ar- 


rows in “The Bandit of Sherwood 
Forest.” 

Lieut. Dewey Wrigley, USNR, 
president of International Photog- 


raphers Local 659. planed to Wash- 
ington with pictures he took of the 
fighting on Okinawa. 


By Glenn C. Pullen 
George Kilbride quit newspape! 
| biz for job in WGAR n 
| Gene Beecher’s crew opening 

Euclid Beach's ballroom April 26. 
Morrie Seaman, sax-man in Henry 
yeorge’s orch, inducted week. 
Replaced by Jack Upsom 
Metropolitan Opera Company's 
} current week ‘ivic auditorium 
| looks like a complete sell-out. 

Roy Rogers and hoss, Trigger, 
galloping into Arena Saturday to 
| topline Al Sutphin’s eight-day rodeo. 





lewsroo 


| 
} ¢ 


last 


at. <¢ 


George Young, burly impresario, 
| back from Miami Beach for short 
| spell. Going to West Coast next 


month to take flyer 
producer. 


as associate film 


| Miriam Cramer's new play about 

| the Shakers, of the 1860's, tagged 

| “More Love, Brother.” having preem 
at Western Reserve U. Eldred*Hall, 
April 24. 

Director Frederic MeConnell, of 
Civic Play House, following current 
i“Night Must Fall” with another 
| Emlyn Williams drama, “The Corn 
| Is Green.” 

Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 
Bill Mussman, Paramount sales- 


man, back after long illness. 

University of Minnesota Theatre 
| offering “Taming of the Shrew.” 

Al Stern, RKO office manager, be- 
came member of Red Cross gallon 
blood donor club. 

Exddie Peabody into Hotel Radisson 
Flame Room with Rita Oehman and 
Melody orchestra holding over. 

Helen Marie Watson and Gleason 
& Sanborn into Andy’s nitery with 
Joe Griffin and Stella’s orchestra. 

Gilbert Nathanson resigned as 
Bennie Berger circuit general man- 
ager to devote more time to his own 
theatre interests. 

Seventh Service 
show, “Production 





Command G.I. 
Urgency Cara- 


Cities, with admission free. 

Charlie Winchell, Walter Hoffman 
and Norman Pyle, handling publicity 
in territory for industry’s impending 
war loan drive, in Chicago for con- 
ference. 

Under new president. Bennie 
Berger, North Central Allied, inde- 
pendent exhibitors’ organization, has 
opened offices and will make: drive 
for Out-of-town members. 


van,” gave two performaces in Twin | 








Literati 








Drop Display Ads for FDR 

Friday's New York dailies 
dropped all display and amusement 
| ads—although the Herald Tribune 
| had several financial institutional 
statements—to make way for the 
Roosevelt editorial. Mirror's bull- 
| dog edition had the usual directory 
|ads for legits which were dropped 





| thereafter. 

Sunday’s (15) Times carried no| 
display ads in the news section, 
| which included two sports pages, but 
ithe amusement section s as 
}usual, it being on the presses when 
| news of the President's demise be- 
| came known 

} ——— 

Unusual Suppert for Bernays 

| Publicist Edward L. Bernays’ book, 
|“Take Your Place at the Peace 
| Table ” is being boosted by various 
| organizations terested in propa- 
gandizing for postwar peace. Some 


individual businessmen are circular- 
izing wide lists in favor of book. 
Volume distillation of a top 
public relations man’s experiences, 
applied to civic consciousness, tell- 
ing people of USA how to organize 


is 





editor of that sheet for 12 years, and 
Allan Updegraff, correspondent and 
novelist, who lived in Paris up to the 
time of the Nazi occupation. 


Skeezix Dees a Mark Twain 

| Pittsburgh Post-Gazette ran a two- 
column story on page one recently 
to deny the report that Skeezix Wal- 


jlet, of the Gasoline Alle; comic 
| strip, would be killed shortly in|] 
battle. 

Rumor was started by a Broad- 
way columnist, who didn’t name 
Skeezix but merely said that with 
the birth of a son to a well-known 
{cartoon character, the latter would 


| be bumped off in battle and the off- 
spring would carry on for him. Post- 
Gazette was immediately deluged 
with hundreds of letters, most of 
} them from mothers of servicemen, 


|} who were outraged that the creator | 
“Gasoline Alley” would think of | 


of 
such a thing in .these times. PG 
ipromptly queried Frank King, who 
' draws “Alley.” and he laughed at 
the rumor. insisting that would’nt 
happen, not only for morale reasons, 











| Obituaries 


Centinued frem page 50 





12 were spent as assistant director at 
Warners. 


JACK GERKE 

Jack Gerke, 46, radio actor, died 
in Calgary, Alta., Canada, April 8. 
Years ago he was a member of the 
radio team, Ham ‘n’ Eggs, featured 
on CFCN, Calgary. From 1938 to 
1943, he managed CJCJ, Calgary. 

Surviving are his wife and two 
children. 


LIEUT. JEROME C. McWHORTER 

Lieut. Jerome ‘Jerry) C. 
Whorter, 31, former manager of 
Warner Bros. Hamilton theatre, Chi- 
cago, was reported by the War Dept. 
as killed in action in Germany 
March 22. 

Survived by parents and sister. 

Patriek F. Clancy, 64, former the- 
atre manager and old-time film en- 
tertainer, died April 10, in Utica, 
N.Y. He managed the Hippodromé 





itheatre there and was connected 
with various other theatres in that 
area. He sang for illustrated songs 


in old ‘Theatorium, first film house 
in Utiea. Survived by widow, two 
| sisters and five brothers. 


George Donald Seasholtz, 44, man- 
ager of Capitol and Rosedale the- 
atres. Chambersburg, Pa. for 14 
years. died April 11 in Pottstown, 
Pa. Seasholtz, who had been in ill 
health for several years, was forced 
to take a leave of absence early this 
year. 

Joan Wade, 7, daughter 
sell Wade, screen actor. 


of Rus- 


swimming pool. 


Philadel- 
home in 


WCAU, 
2, at her 


< 


sales manager of 
phia, died April 1 
that city. 





Me- } 


drowned 
April 12 in a San Fernando Valley | 


Mether of Alexander Rosenman, 


but “I'd be a chump to kill the 
| goose that’s laying the golden eggs.” 
| —_—— 

M. N. Merrison Into WPB Post 

Bruce Catton has resigned as di- 
rector of information for WPB and 
has been succeeded by Maxey N. 
Morrison. Catton, onetime topflight 
newspaperman who had grown to be 
a close adviser to Donald Nelson 
when the latter headed the agency, 
has been anxious to quit since Cap 
Krug succeeded Nelson 

Morrison, former Philadelphia re- 
porter, joined WPB last February as 
deputy director of information. He 
left Philly in 1941 to become assist- 
ant director of public relations for 
the Curtiss Wright Propeller divi- 
| sion, at Caldwell, N. J., and later 
headed public relations for the Baker 
| Engineers in Pittsburgh. His father, 
|former managing editor of the old 
Philadelphia Evening Public Ledger, 
jis now Secretary of the Common- 
i wealth in Pennsylvania. 





U. S. Films Combat Axis 
Potent influence of American films 
in offsetting Axis propaganda in Ar- 


public opinion in favor of peace. 
Profits from book’s sales are being 
given by Bernays to Red Cross 

} wnnaiiiuiien 

Beek eon Paris Herald 

| A story of the old Paris Herald 
land the men who worked on the 
} paper will be published by Whittle- 
|} sey House in the fall 

| Authors will be Al Laney, night} 


, gentina is pointed out in Ysabel F. 
| Rennie’s “The Argentine Republic,” 
just published ‘Macmillan). U. S. 
films did more to condition Argen- 
| tines to.a hatred of fascism, says Miss 
' Rennie, than all Nationalist papers, 
books, mags and newsreels com- 
bined. For every Argentine that 
saw an Axis pic, 200 saw an Amer- 
ican film. 

“It is also true,” says Miss Rennie, 


'“the American film industry has 
never understood the responsibility 
inherent here, and was largely re- 
sponsible for the spreading of very 
false ideas about the mora of the 
American people Alo ith the 
impression of the American woman’s 
freedom which was conveyed by the 
| movies, went an impression that big- 
and divorce were standard fam- 
relations in the United States.” 
CHATTER 

Upton Close scheduled to go to 

| Manila 


Fernando Z. Machado, Brazilian 
editor, gandering film sets at Metro. 

Bob Allen ‘(ex-Drew Pearson col- 
umnar pard) now a full colonel and 
recipient of a Croix de Guerre. 

Ted Malone, netwo 


. colInmentator, 


author of “From Over There” slated 
for May 1 publication by Whittlesey 
House 

Jerry Wald starting another book 


for Dodd, Mead & Co., patterned on 
recent work, “The Best Motion 
Pictures.” é 

Dick Chaplin, publicity 
for Crowell-Collier 
bally for New 
War Loan drive. 

Dailies in 1944 carried 
worth of war. effort 
|representing 1,555,000 
390,000,000 agate lines, 
| ANPA. 

Edward Thompson, author of 
“Listen for the Laughter” and “Take 
Away the Darkness,” awarded an 
honorary membership in the Eugene 
Field Society of America. 

Herbert O. Yardley, author of “The 
American Black Chamber,’ about 
| spies and codes, now with OPA as 
enforcement officer. Mebbe next: 
|“American Black Market”? 
| May Town & Country will carry 
|a sort of preview of Harold Clur- 
|} man’s “Fervent Years,’ forthcoming 
|autobiog and history of the Group 
Theatre, book due for June publica- 
tion. 

Julie Oshins, Alan Manson, Ross 
Elliott and Alan Anderson, Maxwell 
Anderson's son, all of “This Is the 
Army,” are working on books at- 
tendant to their three years with the 
Irving Berlin soldier show. 

Bob Gessner, pix prof. at NYU, 


his 


director 
pubs, named 
York State 7th 


boss 


$50,000,000 
advertising, 
ads totaling 
according to 


| 


went on Alice Hughes’ program 
Sunday night (15) over WMCA, 
|N. Y., to read his own ode to the 


President after signals got mixed 
on a Henry Hull broadcast over 
NBC the day before. 

Ex-show biz names in service are 
represented in “Best From Yank” 
just published (Dutton), 300-page 
compilation of the Army weekly’s 
best articles, fiction, etc., contributors 
including W. O. Irwin Shaw; Pvt. 
William Saroyan; radio writers Sgt. 
Bill Davidsen and Pvt. James 
O'Neill; Sgt. Gecrge Baker, ex-Dis- 


| ney studio; Sgt. Marion Hargrove; 
| Cpl. Len Zinberg. 

Honorably discharged after two 
months in the Marines, Sergt. Bob 


Massey has returned to management 
of the UP bureau in Memphis. 
Massey was director of Marine 
Corps pubiic relations in West Texas 
and New Mexico, later with South- 
ern headquarters in Atlanta. He 
was released because of his eyesight. 
Replaces Al Kuettner, who goes to 
|the Atlanta UP Bureau. 
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BRONX BEACH on L. 
vately owned beach front 
Wiith St.: accessible to o 
Magnifieent, complete m 


ACCOMMODATIONS 





Subject to co ocner 


WEXT WED., APRIL 
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Stcphea A. MeDenald, Auctioneer 
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\MUSEMENT PEOPLE 


HERE’S A MONEY MAKER! 


90x20) FOOT POOL—SURF BATHING IN L. I. SOUND 


AUCTION 
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I. Sound, the largest pri- 
age in N. ¥. C. End East 
ver 3,000,000 New Yorkers. 
oney-making plant. 


FOR 10,006 PATRONS 


approval in 5 days 


25th Meow in Saleweem. 


26 Vesey Street, W. Y. C. 
Send for pictorial 
descriptive beoktet 

Chrysler Bidg., New York City 
Phone LE. 2-5000 
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Recoros 


Newest Release—Now Available 
“If You Can’t Smile and Say Yes” 
“Bring Another Drink” No. 192 

“All for You” "| Realize Now” 

“Straighten Up and Fly Right” 
“Gee, Baby, Ain't | Good to You” 

And the Best-Selling Album 

“KING COLE TRIO FAVORITES” 

CONTAINING BIGHT GREAT HITS .., 


MacGregor Transcriptions 


Personal Management: CARLOS GASTEL 
8555 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood, Calif 
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The Fastest-Climbing Attraction of Them All.... 
Paced by the intriguing piano of Nat (King) Cole 
—and his appealing vocal style — the King Cole 
Trio has rung up astounding box-office records 
everywhere ... and there’s more to come! cee 
Motion pictures, theaters, recordings, night 
elubs and ballrooms are the solid rungs of 
the ladder which this team of Cole, Oscar 
Moore and Johnny Miller have utilized to 
climb to top success. You'll be hearing more 
of Cole in the future .. . 1945 is a Cole year! 


Bookings: GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP 


New York — Chicago — Hollywood 
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